
Weeks 4 & 5: Original Animal Expository Essay 
One Animal /3 P’soB With Opening and Closing Paragraphs

Overview of Original Animal Expository Essay

In this Five Paragraph Essay, you will be writing about one animal. However, this time, you will
come up with an animal that you would like to write about. Do not worry! You will be helped step-
by-step in how to do this during this two-week project. 

I. TOPIC OF ESSAY+
You will be writing about one animal
for the body of your essay. You may 
choose any that you would like to write 
about, including, but not limited to:
A. One zoo animal from the three in    

the sample earlier in this book (lion, 
hippo, or peacock)

B. One zoo animal that you wrote 
about earlier in your original essay

C. Other animal
+See Lesson B. Write On! from this project    
before choosing your topic.

II. NUMBER OF PARAGRAPHS IN 
THE BODY OF YOUR ESSAY
All students will write 3 Paragraphs 
for the Body.

III. SENTENCES PER PARAGRAPH
All students will write 6-8 sentences 
per paragraph.

*Note: You may always choose to write fewer
sentences per paragraph but more total para-
graphs in any CI writing assignment, with your
teacher’s permission.

Note: This Overview Box, which is provided at the beginning of each project, is here to give stu-
dents (and teachers) an at-a-glance look at the entire composition assignment. Each step of each
lesson is assigned and detailed throughout the week(s).

IV. OPENING PARAGRAPH
All students will write an Opening Para-
graph.

V. CLOSING PARAGRAPH
All students will write a Closing
Paragraph.  

VI. SOURCES
Students will not cite sources but will 
use sources to find information about  
their chosen topic as needed.

VII. QUOTATIONS WITHIN YOUR 
ESSAY
Students are not assigned the addition of 
quotes but should consider adding quotes 
if they will help further develop your essay 
topic. Any added quotes will not have to 
be formally cited; you may just include 
the author of the quote in the speech tag.

VIII. WRITE ON/ADDITIONAL SKILLS
A. Moving From One Topic Per Para-
graph to One Topic Per Essay

B. Determining Paragraph Topics
C. Dissecting One Paragraph for Multi-
Paragraph Writing

D. LINK Sentences

Weeks 4 & 5: Original Animal Expository Essay--One Animal / 3 P’soB With Opening and Closing Paragraphs 55



Lesson A. Study Skills/Prewriting: Learning About the Five Para-
graph Expository Essay

An Expository Essay (also called an informative essay) is a writing that exposes its readers to ideas. The root word of ex-
pository is expose. So if you think of expository writing as writing that exposes—or informs—you will be on the right path.

There are many, many ways to write expository essays. We will continue with the Five Paragraph format, but even within
that format, there are different ways to organize material.

You have already learned about the One Topic Per Paragraph Method--

Three Topics--Each paragraph is about a different topic 
a. In this type, an Opening Paragraph introduces a major topic of which you will be writing about three “sub-
parts” in the body of your paper.

b. This is the most simplified method because it is truly like writing three one-paragraph essays and 
then putting those three together into one. (You do not need as much information in your head about 
one topic—but rather smaller amounts of information about three.)

c. This is the method you used to write about three animals earlier.

In this project, you will learn to write about one topic--with 3 paragraphs all about that same topic--as
described below.

One Topic--Each paragraph is about one topic—but three different aspects of it 
a. In this type, an Opening Paragraph introduces the topic and tells what three aspects you will write 
about.

b. This is more elaborate than three different topics (like you have done earlier) but similar enough to it that once 
you learn to do that well, you will be able to do this more extensive one well.

c. For example, in the three-paragraphs-one topic format, you may write about three aspects of one thing
or three reasons for one certain position. 
i. Three apects of a fruit, such as an apple
ii. Three aspects of an animal
iii. Three things you appreciate about your country (in later books)

Lesson B. Write On: Moving From One-Topic-Per-Paragraph to
One-Topic-For-Essay Method

You might be wondering what in the world you are going to fill three paragraphs with about the simple lion (or whatever you
choose to write about this week). This Write On! lesson will help you figure that out.
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The method you will learn here is one that professional writers use all the time. For example, in blog writing, I have an ar-
ticle entitled “Twelve Back to School Tips.” One of these tips is to create an atmosphere that is positive for learning to read.
Thus, that tip is one paragraph long.

Suppose I wanted to write one entire article about “Creating a Positive Atmosphere for Learning to Read.” What would I put
in three or more paragraphs about that topic when I only wrote one paragraph about it in my “Twelve Tips” article?

Simple! I would go through the paragraph about the reading atmosphere and find points within it that I think I could elabo-
rate on—and that I think I can write one full paragraph each about. These points from that one paragraph will become my
paragraph topics—one point per paragraph. (See—even people who write thousands of pages every year use the meth-
ods you are learning!)

We will walk through that here together!

Let’s start with the three animal essay since that is the most recent paper you have written. Let’s look at the lion paragraph
from the sample.

<> B-1. Read through the lion paragraph provided (Box B-1). As you read, pay attention to any sentences/points 
that could actually become one entire paragraph in a longer paper about the lion.

<> B-2. Complete the following steps in the lion paragraph (Box B-1).

(1) Highlight or circle the following sentence with one color.
LLiioonnss  nnoorrmmaallllyy  lliivvee  iinn  AAffrriiccaa,,  bbuutt  tthheessee  ccrreeaattuurreess  ccaann  bbee  sseeeenn  aannyywwhheerree  iinn  tthhee  wwoorrlldd  iinn  zzooooss..

(2) Highlight or circle the following sentences with another color.

LLiioonnss  tthhaatt  aarree  mmaalleess  hhaavvee  bbiigg  mmaanneess..  FFeemmaallee  lliioonnss  ddoo  nnoott..

(3) Highlight or circle the following sentence with another color.
LLiioonnss  llooookk  lliikkee  bbiigg  ccaattss,,  bbuutt  tthheeyy  aarree  aaccttuuaallllyy  ddaannggeerroouuss  aanniimmaallss..

(4) Highlight or circle the following sentences with another color.
FFeemmaallee  lliioonnss  wwiillll  uussuuaallllyy  hhuunntt  ffoorr  ffoooodd  aatt  nniigghhtt..  SSiinnccee  tthheeyy  lliikkee  ttoo  uussee  tteeaammwwoorrkk,,  tthheeyy  wwiillll  oofftteenn          
hhuunntt  iinn  ggrroouuppss  ooff  ttwwoo  oorr  tthhrreeee..
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OOnnee  zzoooo  aanniimmaall  tthhaatt  ppeeooppllee  ggoo  ttoo  tthhee  zzoooo  ttoo  sseeee  iiss  aa  lliioonn..  LLiioonnss  nnoorrmmaallllyy  lliivvee  iinn  AAffrriiccaa,,  bbuutt
tthheessee  ccrreeaattuurreess  ccaann  bbee  sseeeenn  aannyywwhheerree  iinn  tthhee  wwoorrlldd  iinn  zzooooss..  LLiioonnss  tthhaatt  aarree  mmaalleess  hhaavvee  bbiigg  mmaanneess..  FFee--
mmaallee  lliioonnss  ddoo  nnoott..  LLiioonnss  llooookk  lliikkee  bbiigg  ccaattss,,  bbuutt  tthheeyy  aarree  aaccttuuaallllyy  ddaannggeerroouuss  aanniimmaallss..  FFeemmaallee  lliioonnss
wwiillll  uussuuaallllyy  hhuunntt  ffoorr  ffoooodd  aatt  nniigghhtt..  SSiinnccee  tthheeyy  lliikkee  ttoo  uussee  tteeaammwwoorrkk,,  tthheeyy  wwiillll  oofftteenn  hhuunntt  iinn  ggrroouuppss
ooff  ttwwoo  oorr  tthhrreeee..

Box B-1



We have four topics that we could choose from for an entire essay about the lion. Yes, we will have to research to get more
information. Yes, we will want to elaborate greatly on those aspects to keep each paragraph long enough and interesting
enough to our readers, but it can be done.

We can easily take one paragraph, choose the most interesting/easy-to-expand aspects about the lion, and create para-
graph topics for a three paragraph body about the lion.

Looking at the topics that the PoB about the lion contained, I think I can find a lot more information to write about (long enough
for a paragraph about each aspect) on these topics:

PoB A: WWhheerree  tthheeyy  lliivvee  ((  AAffrriiccaa,,  eettcc..))

PoB-B: TThheeiirr  pphhyyssiiccaall  cchhaarraacctteerriissttiiccss  ((mmaanneess,,  eettcc..))

PoB-C: HHuunnttiinngg//pprreeyy  ((aatt  nniigghhtt;;  hhuunnttiinngg  iinn  ggrroouuppss,,  eettcc..))

So, I can take that one small paragraph about the lion and write an entire three P’soB essay about the lion instead. Isn’t
that amazing?

And you can do the same this week!

<> B-3. Read the one-animal lion sample essay provided in Box B-3. 
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LLiioonnss  nnoorrmmaallllyy  lliivvee  iinn  eeaasstteerrnn  aanndd  ssoouutthheerrnn  AAffrriiccaa..    TThheeyy  lliivvee  iinn  ssaavvaannnnaa  ggrraassssllaannddss  iinn  AAffrriiccaa..
LLiioonnss  tthhaatt  lliivvee  iinn  IInnddiiaa  lliivvee  ddeeeepp  iinn  tthhee  ssaavvaannnnaa  ffoorreesstt..  HHiissttoorriiccaallllyy,,  lliioonnss  hhaavvee  aallssoo  lliivveedd  iinn  GGrreeeeccee,,
bbuutt  bbeeccaauussee  tthheeyy  aattttaacckkeedd  KKiinngg  XXeerrxxeess’’  ccaammeellss  aass  hhee  mmaarrcchheedd  tthhrroouugghh  tthhee  ccoouunnttrryy,,  tthheeyy  wweerree  hhuunntteedd,,
aanndd  tthheeiirr  nnuummbbeerrss  rreedduucceedd..  TThheeyy  eessppeecciiaallllyy  bbeeccaammee  eexxttiinncctt  iinn  tthhee  eeaarrllyy  11880000ss  aafftteerr  ffiirreeaarrmmss  wweerree  iinn--
ttrroodduucceedd  ttoo  AAssiiaa  iinn  tthhee  llaattee  11770000ss..  OOff  ccoouurrssee,,  lliioonnss  aarree  ffoouunndd  iinn  zzooooss  aallll  oovveerr  tthhee  wwoorrlldd..  

LLiioonnss  aarree  ffaammoouuss  ffoorr  tthheeiirr  mmaanneess..  OOnnllyy  mmaallee  lliioonnss  hhaavvee  mmaanneess  ((bbuutt  oonn  ooccccaassiioonn  aa  ffeemmaallee  lliioonn
hhaass  bbeeeenn  ffoouunndd  wwiitthh  aa  mmaannee))..  TThhee  lliioonn  iiss  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  ffeeww  aanniimmaallss  tthhaatt  ccaann  bbee  iiddeennttiiffiieedd  aass  mmaallee  oorr  ffee--
mmaallee  aatt  aa  ggllaannccee  dduuee  ttoo  tthhee  mmaannee  oorr  llaacckk  ooff  iitt..  GGeenneerraallllyy  ssppeeaakkiinngg,,  wwhheenn  aa  mmaallee  lliioonn  hhaass  aa  ffuullll,,
ddaarrkk--ccoolloorreedd  mmaannee,,  hhee  iiss  hheeaalltthhyy..  AAss  aann  aassiiddee,,  ffeemmaallee  lliioonnss  sseeeemm  ttoo  pprreeffeerr  mmaalleess  wwiitthh  ddaarrkk,,  ffuullll
mmaanneess..  TThheerree  aarree  ootthheerr  tthhiinnggss  aassssoocciiaatteedd  wwiitthh  tthhee  ssiizzee  aanndd  ccoolloorr  ooff  tthhee  mmaannee..  FFoorr  eexxaammppllee,,  mmaalleess  wwiitthh
lloonnggeerr  mmaanneess  aarree  tthhoouugghhtt  ttoo  hhaavvee  mmoorree  ssuucccceessss  iinn  ffiigghhttiinngg..  TThhoossee  wwiitthh  ddaarrkkeerr  mmaanneess  aarree  tthhoouugghhtt  ttoo
hhaavvee  lloonnggeerr  rreepprroodduuccttiivvee  lliivveess..

TThhee  ffeemmaallee  lliioonn,,  kknnoowwnn  aass  tthhee  lliioonneessss,,  hhuunnttss  aanndd  ssccaavveennggeess  ffoorr  ffoooodd  ffoorr  hheerr  pprriiddee..  BBeelliieevvee  iitt  oorr
nnoott,,  tthhee  mmaallee  ssttaayyss  hhoommee  ttoo  bbaabbyyssiitt  wwhhiillee  tthhee  ffeemmaallee  ddooeess  hheerr  hhuunnttiinngg!!  IIff  tthhee  lliioonneessss  ccaann  oobbttaaiinn  ffoooodd
tthhrroouugghh  ssccaavveennggiinngg  ddeeaadd  aanniimmaallss,,  sshhee  wwiillll  ddoo  ssoo..  WWhheenn  tthhee  lliioonneessss  ddooeess  hhuunntt  lliivvee  pprreeyy,,  iitt  iiss  ddoonnee  iinn
aa  ggrroouupp  aanndd  oofftteenn  aatt  nniigghhtt..  TThhee  ddaarrkknneessss  hheellppss  rreedduuccee  vviissiibbiilliittyy  ssoo  tthhaatt  tthhee  pprreeyy  oofftteenn  ddooeess  nnoott  sseeee
tthhee  lliioonneesssseess  ccoommiinngg..  TThhee  ppaacckk  ggaatthheerrss  aarroouunndd  aa  hheerrdd  ooff  aanniimmaallss  aanndd  aattttaacckkss  wwiitthh  aa  sshhoorrtt  aanndd  ppooww--
eerrffuull  rruusshh..  TThhee  pprreeyy  iiss  uussuuaallllyy  kkiilllleedd  bbyy  ssttrraanngguullaattiioonn..

Sample Three Paragraph Expository Essay

Box B-3



Lesson C. Research and Study Skills: Determine Paragraph
Topics and Design “Working” Thesis Statement

Do you feel ready to dissect a paragraph that you wrote earlier (or one of the sample paragraphs given in this book so far)
to design three topics for a three paragraph body about that animal?

Don’t worry! You will be walked through the process step-by-step. You will be surprised how easy it feels when you are helped
in the essay process.

<> C-1. Choose a topic from the list in the Overview Box that you think you would enjoy writing three paragraphs 
for the body and write your topic on the line provided.

Topic for One Topic / 3 P’soB: _______________________________________________

<> C-2. Go through the original paragraph* that you wrote* about that topic (or the sample paragraph provided 
about that topic) and highlight each aspect that the paragraph contains with a different color highlighter 
or circle each aspect with a different color pen (like we did together in Lesson B of this project).

<> C-3. Now choose the three aspects from all of those you highlighted or circled that you think would be fairly 
easy to elaborate enough for an entire paragraph each, and write those three aspects on the lines pro-
vided.

*Note: If you are writing about an animal that is not given in a sample paragraph and one that     
you did not write about earlier, you will need to get your aspects from an encyclopedia or 
other source. (You might use each sub-header of an encyclopedia entry about your animal as 
paragraph topics.)

Three Aspects About My Topic (my animal)

1. ____________________________________

2. ____________________________________

3. ____________________________________

You need to write a “Working” Thesis Statement. Don’t forget that you must know ahead of time what you will be writing about.
If you do not know, you will not know what to research. You will not know what to put in PoB-A because you might use some-
thing that you will want to use in PoB-B later, etc. Prewriting is one of the most important aspects of essay writing!

Remember that a Thesis Statement is a statement declaring what your entire paper is going to be about. This is similar to
when you learned how to write the opening sentence of a paragraph---a sentence that tells your reader what your entire
paragraph is about.
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However, in the case of a Thesis Statement, you will not just write what one paragraph is about—but you will write what the
entire essay is going to be about.

For instance, if you were writing an opening sentence about one paragraph of a lion essay, you might write, The lion is a
dangerous large cat.

However, you can not use that sentence for the Thesis Statement of your entire essay because it only tells what the one
paragraph is about—the one about the lion’s danger. The Thesis Statement must tell what the entire essay is about.

<> C-4. Now that you have thought about your three aspects, you might be ready to write your Thesis Statement 
about your essay. Consider these tips:
(1)  Write one sentence that tells the reader what your essay is about.
(2)  Be sure it includes the three aspects you will be writing about.
(3)  Do not say, In this essay, you will learn about….or In this essay, I will tell you about…
(4)  Be sure your Thesis Statement links all of the aspects of your essay together.
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Sample “Working” Thesis Statement

TThhee  lliioonn  iiss  aa  llaarrggee,,  ddaannggeerroouuss  yyeett  bbeeaauuttiiffuull  ccrreeaattuurree  tthhaatt  iiss  oofftteenn  ccaalllleedd  ““tthhee  kkiinngg  ooff  tthhee  
jjuunnggllee..””                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

My “Working” Thesis Statement for this essay: _______________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________               

__________________________________________________________________________



Lesson D. Study Skills and Prewriting: Outline Original Para-
graphs for Expository Essay

Now you are ready to outline what you would like to put in each Paragraph of the Body of your essay. 

<> D. On the outlining lines provided, outline each paragraph of your essay, following these tips:
(1) Write the three paragraph topics (from the list you created earlier) on the outlining lines in the order you think 

you would like your three P’soB.
(2) Look up information about each paragraph in a reliable source.
(3) Outline your essay one paragraph at a time in a Sentence-by-Sentence (S-by-S) manner. You may use com-

plete sentences, statements, or key words for each sentence.
(4) You may or may not use all of the outlining lines provided--plan for at least six sentences per paragraph.  
(5) Somewhere in your first sentence or two, you need to transition into your paragraph--a sentence or two 

that does all of the following:
a. Transitions from the previous paragraph into this one.
b. Introduces the next aspect
c. “LINKS” that aspect with the Thesis Statement.

Note: This is why the first two outlining lines for each paragraph have the words 
LINK/Transition provided--to remind you to include that LINK/Transition.

All--Paragraph of Body A
Topic of PoB-A ________________________________________________________________________________________________

LINK/Transition (+) __________________________________________________________________________________________________________

LINK/Transition (+) __________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Support Sentence 1 (SS-1) __________________________________________________________________________________________________

SS-2 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SS-3 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SS-4 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SS-5__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SS-6__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SS-7__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SS-8__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SS-9__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SS-10 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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All--Paragraph of Body B
Topic of PoB-B ________________________________________________________________________________________________

LINK/Transition (+) __________________________________________________________________________________________________________

LINK/Transition (+) __________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Support Sentence 1 (SS-1) __________________________________________________________________________________________________

SS-2 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SS-3 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SS-4 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SS-5__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SS-6__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SS-7__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SS-8__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SS-9__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SS-10 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

All--Paragraph of Body C
Topic of PoB-C ________________________________________________________________________________________________

LINK/Transition (+) __________________________________________________________________________________________________________

LINK/Transition (+) __________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Support Sentence 1 (SS-1) __________________________________________________________________________________________________

SS-2 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SS-3 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SS-4 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SS-5__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SS-6__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SS-7__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SS-8__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SS-9__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SS-10 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

+ Eighty percent of the time the paragraph’s Topic Sentence (or LINK) falls within the first two sentences of a paragraph.
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Lesson E. Composition: Writing Original Expository Essay
<> E. Follow these steps to write your essay.

(1) Read your original “Working” Thesis Statement to remind you of what your entire essay is going to be 
about. (If, after researching and outlining, you do not feel that your Thesis Statement is representa-
tive of your topic, feel free to tweak it.)

(2) Read the topic of your first Paragraph of the Body and the sentence notes beneath it.

(3) Add any notes to this paragraph that you desire—or mark through things that you do not want or re-
number the sentence lines if you want your information in a different order.

(4) Write the first Paragraph of the Body of your essay (PoB-A) in your notebook or key it on the computer.

(5) Be sure to double space (if keying) or write on every other line if writing by hand.

(6) Continue the steps above for the rest of the essay.

Note About Thesis Statement: You will be writing an Opening Paragraph later. You do not need to include     
your Thesis Statement in your essay yet. You will tweak the “Working” Thesis Statement you wrote earlier 
and include it in the Opening Paragraph of your essay (at the time of that writing). For now, you will just 
write the three Paragraphs of the Body (P’soB) of your essay--as though the thesis has already been
introduced in the Opening Paragraph.

Note: Be sure you write in the third person for the body. This is not a narrative, re-telling, story, or jour- 
nal entry. Write it in the “formal” third person. Use the words people, others, individuals, etc., not I or 
you.

Lesson F. Study Skills/Prewriting/Composition: Take Notes and
Write an Original Opening Paragraph

<> F-1. Now that you have written the body of your essay, you are ready to write notes for an original Opening 
Paragraph.  Follow these steps:
(1) Read the body of your essay aloud to yourself, and consider these options for opening your paper. 

a. Introduce animal described in the essay
b. Definition and definition information--define the animal breed
c. A song or a poem--about your animal
d. A story--about somone who had an animal
e. A Scripture about animals
f. Statistic--number of your animal living in various places
g. Other
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(2) In your notes, plan on what you will include in your Thesis Statement.* (You may tweak your orig-
inal Thesis Statement to fit in your Opening Paragraph however you see fit.)
a. Remember, a Thesis Statement is a statement that tells the “thesis” of your paper--what your 
entire paper is about.

b. It should be a sentence or two in length and should introduce your reader to your topic.
c. It may be at the very beginning of your Opening Paragraph or at the end of your Opening Paragraph.
d. It should bridge the gap between your catchy Opening Paragraph and the body of your essay.

(3) Write enough notes for 4-8 sentences on the lines provided, again not worrying about the order,     
having too much information, etc.

(4) You may just jot down some thoughts, references, etc., for your Opening Paragraph notes, or you 
may create a “Sentence-by-Sentence” Outline like you did for the body of your essay.

*Note: If you are used to writing Thesis Statements and Opening Paragraphs, you may experiment with putting your
Thesis Statement later in your Opening Paragraph--even at the very end of your Opening Paragraph, if desired.
Sometimes this helps the flow of your Opening Paragraph when you are using a story or other information in your
Opening Paragraph that you want to keep all together--then follow all of this with the Thesis Statement.

Notes for Opening Paragraph

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

<> F-2. Follow these steps for writing your Opening Paragraph:

(1) Write your Thesis Statement at the beginning of your paragraph that tells or introduces the topic of
your paragraph. (Or plan to put your Thesis Statement later, if desired.)

(2) Number your notes in the order you want them, and add any information you may have forgotten.
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(3) Using each set of notes for one sentence in the following way:
a. Read a line of notes.
b. Consider what you want to say about those notes.
c. Say aloud a sentence that you want to use.
d. Write down that sentence.
e. Repeat these steps for all of your notes.
f. You may leave out some information that you do not want to include or add more information if you
remember something you forgot.

g. Write this paragraph in your notebook (on every other line) or key it on the computer (double spaced)
before the essay you just wrote.

Lesson G. Study Skills/Prewriting/Composition: Take Notes for 
an Original Closing Paragraph

Did you see how the words from the Opening Paragraph are repeated in this Closing Paragraph--creating a type of Thesis State-
ment “Reloaded”? Notice that the Thesis Statement “Reloaded” does not have to contain the exact wording of the Thesis
Statement in order to tie them together.

<> G-1. Now that you have written the body and Opening Paragraph of your essay, you are ready to write a        
Closing Paragraph.

(1) Your Closing Paragraph will include a Thesis Statement “Reloaded.”
a. Remember, a Thesis Statement “Reloaded” is a statement that “closes” your paper--sums up 
what your entire paper is about.

b. It should be a sentence or two in length and should close your essay.
c. It may be at the very beginning of your Closing Paragraph or at the end of your Closing Paragraph.
d. It should bridge the gap between your catchy Closing Paragraph and the body of your paper.
e. It should leave your reader with a feeling of satisfaction after reading your paper.
f. It may repeat something catchy from your opening or may repeat the title of your essay, if desired.
g. Be sure your Thesis Statement “Reloaded” is not identical to your Thesis Statement---it should be 
“reloaded” with the key words still in it.

(2) Write enough notes for 4-8 sentences on the lines provided, again not worrying about the order, having
too much information, etc.

(3) You may just jot down some thoughts, references, etc., for your Closing Paragraph notes, or you may create
“Sentence-by-Sentence” Outline like you did for the body of your essay.
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Note: If you are used to writing Thesis Statements “Reloaded” and Closing Paragraphs, you may experiment with
putting your Thesis Statement “Reloaded” later in your Closing Paragraph--even at the very end of your Closing
Paragraph, if desired. Sometimes this helps the flow of your Closing Paragraph when you are writing a story or other
information in your Closing  Paragraph that you want to keep all together--then follow this with the Thesis Statement
“Reloaded.”

Notes for Closing Paragraph

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

<> G-2. Follow these steps for writing your Closing Paragraph:

(1) Write an opening sentence (Thesis Statement “Reloaded” or other closing type of sentence) at the
beginning of your Closing Paragraph that tells what your essay was about. (Or plan to put your The-
sis Statement “Reloaded” later, if desired.)

(2) Number your notes in the order you want them, and add any information you may have forgotten.
(3) Using each set of notes for one sentence:

a. Read a line of notes.
b. Think about what you want to say about those notes.
c. Say a sentence aloud that you want to use.
d. Write that sentence down.
e. Repeat these steps for all of your notes.
f. You may leave out some information that you do not want to include or add more information if you
remember something you forgot.

g. Write this paragraph in your notebook (on every other line) or key it on the computer (double spaced),
after the essay you just wrote.
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Lesson H. Composition and Editing: Edit and Revise Using the
Checklist Challenge

<> H. Use the Checklist Challenge located after this week’s lesson to edit your essay.
(1) Complete each revision for each paragraph, as indicated. 
(2) Insert revisions with pen or pencil into your rough draft paper.
(3) Highlight (or code) each revision on your rough draft paper as directed by your teacher.
(4) Check off (or code) each item’s check box on the Checklist Challenge for this week.

Note: If you are not familiar with CI’s Checklist Challenge, and you feel that you need more 
help on it than this upper level book provides, you may desire to secure a first semester MC 
book for levels four through nine or the Character Quality Language Arts Teacher’s Guide--
all of which contain detailed lessons on the How To’s of the Checklist Challenge. Also, 
see the Checklist Challenge Coding box provided.

Note: Notice that after several tasks of the Checklist Challenge, the items start to contain 
words like “If you have already done this, highlight the word or sentence in your paper 
and highlight the check box(es) as directed by your teacher.” When you start to see 
these words, you may just locate the items in your paper and code them for your teacher 
rather than adding more of them. Be sure you code the items in your paper and in the 
task check boxes of the CC Chart.

Lesson I. Composition: Final Copy Original Animal Expository
Essay

<> I-1. Write the final copy of your essay in your notebook (on every line). If you prefer, you may key it on 
the computer (double spaced).

<> I-2. Read your final copy aloud. Do you like the way it sounds now? Do you notice an improvement in     
your essay since you completed the Checklist Challenge?
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Checklist Challenge Coding
Your teacher may desire for you to code your CC for her so that she can grade it/check it more easily. The following steps
will help you learn to code your CC for your teacher. For more help on this, see the Suggested CC Coding Chart in the back
of this Meaningful Composition book.

1. Use colored pencil or colored pens or highlighters.
2. Print off your double spaced rough draft report or essay (or use your handwritten rough draft).
3. With your CC on one side and your paper on your dominant side (right hand side for right handed students), com-
plete the first CC task.

4. Place a check mark in the check boxes for the items that say "read" or "look for errors," etc., with a pen as you 
complete them.

5. For items that involve inserting things or omitting something and adding something else, code in one of two ways:
a. Insert the change or addition with a pen or pencil on your paper and use a highlighter to mark it in your 
paper in a distinguishing way--highlight the addition with an orange highlighter, circle the change with blue high-
lighter, double underline the title with a pink highlighter, etc. (choosing whatever colors you desire without repeating 
the exact same marking). OR

b. Insert the change or addition with a colored pencil or colored pen (choosing whatever colors you desire without 
repeating the exact same marking). (In this method, you will eventually need to add the change AND circle it or 
underline it so that your exact same marking is not repeated. For example, you might add verbs with a blue pen 
but add the title with a blue pen and underline the title with that same blue pen--two different markings, one written    
in blue pen and one written in blue pen and underlined with the blue pen.)

6. Whatever you do to the insertion on your paper should be done to the CC check boxes for that item. 
a. For example, if you highlight your new verbs with an orange highlighter in your paper, you will color in the check 
box with orange highlighter. 

b. If you underline your title with purple highlighter in your paper, you should underline the check box with purple 
highlighter. 

c. If you write your new verbs in green colored pencil in your paper, make a check mark in the check box with that 
same green colored pencil. 

7. If your teacher gives you permission to skip a CC task (or you and she do not think a change will improve a para-   
graph), place an NC (no change) in the check box for that paragraph, so your teacher will not look for it.

8. If you skip a task altogether (without your teacher’s permission), place an X in the task box(es), so your teacher will       
know not to search for the revisions. Obviously, it is always preferrred that you do all of your assignments, but it 
would be better to indicate that you skipped something than to leave the box(es) blank.

The point is that the coding you put into the paper copy of your composition should be identical to what you do to
(or above, beneath, around, etc.) the CC check boxes for that task. This method will allow your teacher to have your
CC chart on one side and your "colorful paper" (with the CC revisions inserted with colors) on the other. She can check at
a glance to find your new insertions, title, Thesis Statement, and more.

Note: Some students prefer to do the CC on their paper on the electronic document on the computer with the
colored shading tool provided in word processing programs. This is fine, too, but the student should still do the
same marking/coding on the CC chart as he did on the electronic document--or write beside the tasks what
color each task is. For example, if the student shades the verbs he replaced in pink shading, he should write
PINK beside the CC task for the verbs on the chart. Then when he prints this "colorful" version, the teacher can
still check his revisions easily. 

Note: If you are unfamiliar with how to complete CI’s Checklist Challenge (CC), and the instructions in this book
are not ample for you to complete the CC, you might consider using an earlier MC book in which detailed
“How to” CC lessons are provided (MC 5 I, 6 I, 7 I, 8 I, and 9 I all contain these).
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Read your composition to your teacher or an older sibling. Together, listen for sentences that sound 
unclear. Be sure to read aloud. You will “hear” errors you would otherwise not find. Place a 
check mark in each CC box with a pen or pencil when this step is completed. 

Focus on content errors at this time.

Circle each verb with a light colored highlighter. This will make it easier to change your verbs and 
to add adverbs (ly words and others) as further directed. “Code” the CC boxes in the same 
way that you coded your located verbs in your paper.

Be sure to circle all of the following verbs:
• Action verbs--show what the subject does
• Be, a Helper, Link verbs (BHL)--being, helping, and linking verbs (is, are, am, was, were, has, had, do, 
does, etc.)
• Infinitives--to + verb (to +action verb or to + BHL verb)
Be sure you circle the verbs in your writings as this step is crucial later in the Checklist 
Challenge. However, do not get discouraged if you miss some. You do not need to labor  
over each word, fearful of missing a verb. The more you look for the verbs, the better you 
will get at finding them--and the better you will get at the verb-related CC items.

Change one of the “boring” verbs in each paragraph to a “strong” verb. You may select 
one from the list below or choose one of your own. “Code” the CC boxes in the same way that 
you coded your added verbs in your paper.

Instead of Use Instead of Use Instead of Use
found discovered looking appearing run sprint
coming visiting sit recline talk communicate
go hasten to asked interrogated lay recline
said announced write pen lie deceive
look examine answered responded play frolic
walk saunter lie stretch out talk proclaim
list enumerate become develop work toil
look scan see determine add enhance
help assist teach instruct

Be sure you add or delete words in the sentence when inserting your new verb, as needed for clarity.
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Complete the Checklist Challenge by using these guides:
• Determine which check boxes apply to your level.
•  Each box will indicate the number of changes that need to be completed (normally one box for each paragraph).

ALL LEVELS
BASIC LEVEL only
EXTENSION only

OPTIONAL -- Your teacher will decide whether you should complete this task or not, based on your grammar/usage level.
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Add an adverb (ly word or other) to each paragraph. You may select one from the list below or 
choose one of your own. “Code” the CC boxes in the same way that you coded your added 
adverbs in your paper.

Examples:
only totally joyfully willingly completely never
practically significantly closely finally diligently seldom
cheerfully carefully laboriously gladly slowly later
extremely gratefully happily sometimes always tomorrow
fully thoughtfully interestingly apparently cautiously repeatedly

An adverb is a describer that describes or modifies a verb, adjective, or other adverb. An adverb
tells where, when, how, or to what extent.

Add one descriptive adjective to each paragraph. You may select one from the list below or 
choose one of your own. “Code” the CC boxes in the same way that you coded your added 
adjectives in your paper.

Examples:
stringent gracious lengthy trusted courteous infallible
meek meager valiant understanding trustworthy horrendous
courageous   fulfilling preoccupied terrible incapable presumptuous

An adjective is a describer that describes a noun or pronoun. It tells whose, which one, how 
many, or what kind. You should add descriptive adjectives--those that tell what kind.

Create a title, and put it at the top of the your paper. If you have already done this, you should
still “code” the CC check box and the title in your paper as directed by your teacher.

Consider the following ideas:
• Something catchy: “Terrific Tigers” or “Berry Delicious”
• Something comical: “Here Kitty, Kitty
• Something bold: “Roar!”
• A song title or line: “I’m Bringing Home a Baby Bumblebee”
• A Scripture: “The Leaves of the Trees”
• Something biblical: “By Their Fruit Ye Shall Know Them”
• Something about character: “One Bad Apple”
• Something informative: “The Pomaceous Apple”
• Other: “How Much Is That Doggy in the Window”

Tips:
• Center your title at the top of the first page of your composition. 
• Capitalize the first letter of the first and last word. 
• Capitalize all the words within the title that are important--but not three-letter-or-fewer      
articles, pronouns, or prepositions. 

• Do not italicize your title, though you may treat it like a minor work and surround it with 
quotation marks (regular ones, not single ones), if desired.

From the Banned Words List below, select one word (or form of that word) that you have in 
one of your paragraphs, omit it, and substitute a similar, but stronger, word. If you do not have 
any Banned Words, just “code” the CC check box(es) as directed by your teacher (or 
place a check mark in each one that represents a paragraph with no Banned Words). 

Banned Word List
very             big              really            good              great        fine            slow
say              bad             little              want               see                 look           such                                                            
ask              lot               find               walk               said                go             become
sit               think            soft               fast                many              find       
*like (Like is only banned when it is a verb. When used as a preposition, like often creates a simile--and is 

not a Banned Word.)                            
Advanced students should omit as many Banned Words as possible throughout all paragraphs.
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Add a sentence to the beginning of your paper that describes the whole piece. This is called 
the Thesis Statement . If you have already done this, you should still “code” the CC 
check box and the Thesis Statement in your paper as directed by your teacher.

Examples:
• Report about raccoons: Ever wonder how that furry bandit known as a raccoon                                                                                             
manages to get into your coolers while you sleep in your tent at night?

• Report about an experience: When I just turned thirteen years old, I found out the 
challenging way how important siblings truly are.

Tips
• Write a sentence that describes your paper without telling the reader exactly what it is about.
• Do not say: In this paper you will learn about . . .
• Be sure this Thesis Statement is truly representative of the content of your entire com-    
position.
• Your Thesis Statement is your commitment to write about that topic. It should 
cleverly introduce your composition’s subject.
• If your paper does not have a separate Opening Paragraph, you will want to add an     
Opening Thesis Statement-Plus--a sentence or two introducing your topic that contains 
the Thesis Statement--to the beginning of your paper.

Add a sentence to the very end of your writing that restates your Thesis Statement in some 
way. This is called the Thesis Statement “Reloaded” and should conclude your paper. If you 
have already done this, you should still “code” the CC check box and the Thesis Statement 
“Reloaded” as directed by your teacher. 

You may choose to include Thesis Statement “Reloaded” that restates the title of your paper
rather than the Thesis Statement.

Add one word you have never used before in writing (or more than one, according to your 
level), if you and your teacher think it is appropriate. If you have already done this, you should 
still “code” the CC check box(es) and these words in your paper as directed by your 
teacher.

A word you have never used in writing might be one you use in speaking but not in
your compositions. Do not be afraid to use words you cannot spell! Use spell check on the
computer or a dictionary to spell these challenging words (or ask your teacher for
spelling help).

Check each paragraph carefully to be sure that your transition from one paragraph to another
is smooth.If not, add transition sentences as needed. If your transition sentences are 
adequate, you should still “code” the CC check box(es) and thetransition sentence(s) in 
your paper as directed by your teacher. 

Your transition from one topic to another topic may come at the end of a paragraph 
(telling the next paragraph’s topic) or at the beginning of a paragraph (telling that 
paragraph’s topic).

Add one SSS5—Super Short Sentence of five words or fewer. If you have already done this, 
you should still “code” the CC check box and the SSS5 in your paper as directed by your 
teacher.

Examples:
• They display extraordinary stealth.
• Then, they are trapped!
• And soon it happened.
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Using a thesaurus, if needed, change one word in each paragraph to a more advanced or 
distinct word. If you and your teacher feel that your vocabulary is advanced enough, you 
should still “code” the CC check box(es) and the advanced words in your paper as 
directed by your teacher. 

Instead of: Use: Instead of: Use:
tree maple deep bottomless
kind compassionate turn swerve
grass blades loud obnoxious 

This may be any type of word--noun, verb, describer, etc. When choosing the new word,select one
that paints a more vivid picture, gives better detail, is more distinct, etc. Do not just randomly se-
lect a word. Your new word choice should be intentional.

Add an adverb (ly word or other) that does not modify a verb. If you have already done 
this, you should still “code” the CC check box and the adverb in your paper as directed 
by your teacher.

Example
• Modifies an adjective: Some uncharacteristically sneaky predators use subtle methods.
• Modifies an adverb: Some predators are actually more subtle

An adverb will modify an adjective or another adverb and will usually answer the ques-
tion To what extent? 

Choose a word (or forms of a word) that you used more than one time within each paragraph. 
If the word sounds redundant, change that word, at least once, to a word with a similar 
meaning. If you do not have any redundancy, just “code” the CC check box(es) as directed 
by your teacher.

Examples:
• If joyful is redundant, substitute elated the next time.
• If drove is redundant, substitute careened the next time.
• If answered is redundant. substitute retorted the next time.

Note: Advanced level students should omit as much redundancy as possible throughout all paragraphs.

Do not change insignificant words such as was, it, and, etc.

Add one prepositional phrase opener to each paragraph (or more than one, according to your 
level). If it is long or you hear a pause after it, follow it with a comma. If you have already done 
this, you should still “code” the CC check box(es) and the PP openers in your paper as 
directed by your teacher.

Examples:
• Within its abdomen, the spider has special glands that produce silk. (Optional comma)
• From the center of the web, spokes fan out and anchor the surrounding frame. (Double 
prepositional phrase opener)
• Onto the surrounding frame, the center of the bridge is anchored. (Optional comma)
• In the center of a web, the spider waits patiently for its victim. (Double prepositional 
phrase opener)

•With even more silk, the spider further entangles its prey.
•With leaves tipped with spines that act like prison bars, the spider catches its prey.
(Prepositional phrase opener & subordinate clause opener)
• After digestion, the leaf gradually reopens and waits for another insect to come too close.

Follow the PP opener with a comma if it is five words or longer or two prepositional   
phrases in a row, or when a pause is heard when it is read aloud.
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Add a transition sentence to the beginning of the second paragraph or at end of the first para-
graph. Be sure your transition sentence takes the reader smoothly from the first paragraph to the 
second paragraph. If your transition sentences are adequate, you should still “code” the 
CC check box(es) and the transition sentence(s) in your paper as directed by your teacher.

Examples:
• First, God told Noah to build an ark.
• After Noah was sure what God wanted him to do, he and his family began the process of building    
the ark.

Start one or more of your sentences with an adverb (ly word or other adverb) (or more than one, 
according to your level). If you have already done this, you should still “code” the CC check 
box and the adverb in your paper as directed by your teacher.

Examples
• Adverb opener: Consequently, there is no way for the creature to get loose.
• Adverbial clause or phrase opener: Directly assailing their victims, courageous predators attack and    
eat.

The comma may be directly after the adverb or shortly after it, depending on where you   
“hear” it. Do not use a comma if the adverb phrase or clause is actually a subject       
Directly assailing their victims is what they do (no comma).

Add different sentence openers (also known as introductory material or non-essential 
information). If you have already done these, you should still “code”  the CC check boxes 
and the sentence openers in your paper as directed by your teacher. 
Examples:

• A subordinate clause opener: When the spider’s victims are in these challenging posi-
tions, those critters are dinner for sure! (Sub Clause + Subordinator + subject + verb)

• A prepositional phrase opener: From these traps and snares, their prey seldom escape.
• An ing opener: Acting via traps and snares, spiders trap prey easily.
• An ed opener: Designed individually for each family of spider, a web is truly a work of art.
• A short PP that requires a comma: From this, the prey cannot get loose.
• A transition word or phrase: Next, the spider designs a temporary spiral of non-sticky silk to act as 
basting.
• An ly word (adverb): Amazingly, the spider produces silk threads from special glands in its 
abdomen.
• An ly phrase or clause followed by a comma:Slowly backtracking, the spider creates a spiral of sticky silk.
• A conjunctive adverb: Henceforth, the victim cannot escape.
• An interjection: Yes, the spider is a stealthy creature.
• Other non-essential material of your choice: Once there, the “dinner” has no way of escape.
Upper level students should choose various ones -- preferably without much repeating.

Add one coordinating conjunction (cc) with a complete sentence on both sides (or more than 
one, according to your level). Be sure to put a comma before the cc. If you have already done 
this, you should still “code” the CC check box(es) and the “,cc compound sentence(s)” in 
your paper as directed by your teacher.

Examples:
• Some predators do not catch their prey by assailing them directly, for these sneaky ones use 
far more subtle methods. (CS , cc CS)

• It steps into the trap, for the trap was hidden from view.  (CS , cc CS)

A “comma cc” in the middle of two complete sentences (CS) is one way of creating a com-
pound sentence- -two sentences joined together as one --CS  , cc CS). When you are 
instructed concerning this compound sentence creation, you may see this combination as 
CS, cc CS (Complete Sentence “comma coordinating conjunction” Complete Sentence).
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Combine two related complete, sentences (CS) with a semicolon. If you have already done 
this, you should still “code” the CC check box(es) and the CS ; CS in your paper as 
directed by your teacher.  

Examples:
• Some predators do not catch their prey by assailing them directly; these sneaky ones use far 
more subtle methods. (CS; CS)

• They act via traps and snares; they put their victims in challenging positions. (CS; CS)

A semicolon in the middle of two Complete Sentences (CS) is one way of creating a 
compound sentence--two sentences joined together as one. When you are instructed 
concerning this compound sentence creation, you may see this combination as CS ; 
CS (Complete Sentence semicolon Complete Sentence).

Add one set (or more according to check boxes) of descriptive double adjectives separated 
with and or a comma. If you have already done this, you should still “code” the CC check 
box(es) and the double adjectives in your paper as directed by your teacher. 

Examples: 
• Joined by and: The crafty and ingenious spider nearly always catches its prey.
• Joined by a comma: The crafty, ingenious spider nearly always catches its prey.

Remember, double adjectives need and or a comma between them if they can be placed in   
reverse order and still sound correct (i.e. crafty and ingenious or ingenious and crafty; 
crafty, ingenious or ingenious, crafty). Another benchmark for comma use with two adjec-
tives is if you could place an and instead of a comma--and your adjectives still sound 
correct--use a comma..

Edit each paragraph with your teacher, and correct any usage or spelling errors. Place a 
check mark in each CC box with a pen or pencil when this step is completed.
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