
Did You Know….
In honor of Black Philanthropy Month, here is what we’ve been listening to:
 

Funder Briefing: Black Women’s Reproductive Rights, hosted by Association of Black Foundation 
Executives (ABFE) 

On July 6, 2022, MCF staff attended a webinar aimed to lift-up Black-led reproductive justice organiza-
tions and their collective response to Supreme Court and other state court decisions regarding Roe v. 
Wade. The funder briefing moderated by ABFE’s President and CEO, Susan Taylor Batten examined the 
possible consequences of the SCOTUS’ and individual state’s judicial actions, and the disproportionate 
impact that overturning Roe v. Wade could have on Black women’s reproductive rights, health equity, 
and medical inclusion. The webinar featured some of the leading voices on Black women’s reproductive 
rights, including: 

•	 Kelley Robinson, CEO of Planned Parenthood Action Fund

•	 Monica Simpson, Executive Director of SisterSong: Women of Color Reproductive  
Justice Collective

•	 Mirenda Meghelli, Senior Manager of Policy and Programs, Women’s Funding Network 

The webinar brought attention to organizations and initiatives that are engaged in combatting repro-
ductive inequities and working to tread a collaborative pathway forward to amplify a shared call to 
action. Highlights included:

Effect on Black Women: Black women are already on the margins of the healthcare system and are 
4x more likely to die in childbirth. The stressors of having limited access to adequate maternal health 
care are compounded by the additional stressors of have limited or no option to abortion because 
they face a large wage gap and may not have the ability to take time off work, obtain childcare, afford 
gas or airfare to travel to another state, etc. 

Effect on Providers: In States restricting abortions, healthcare providers often also face limitations in 
how they provide sex education, birth control or maternal support. In response, healthcare providers 
are strengthening telehealth services, attempting to interconnect networks across state lines, and 
establishing community-centered care through midwifery and doula programs. 

Philanthropic Considerations: Black-led reproductive justice organizations are in need of 
infrastructure and capacity building (some have to increase in-person and internet security), 
thus donations that are flexible and long-term are extremely valuable. In particular, multi-year 
or endowment funding that provide general operating support would be most beneficial for 
organizations. Additionally, rapid response funding to support people’s ability to obtain real-time 
access to care is also a high priority at this time. 

Resources Shared: 

www.womensfundingnetwork.org/2022/06/06/the-time-is-now/

nonprofitaf.com/2022/06/roe-vs-wade-and-a-wake-up-call-to-progressive-funders-everywhere/

Equity in Focus: August 2022
?

https://hopin.com/events/bpm-2022-summit
http://www.womensfundingnetwork.org/2022/06/06/the-time-is-now/
https://nonprofitaf.com/2022/06/roe-vs-wade-and-a-wake-up-call-to-progressive-funders-everywhere/


What else is on our radar:

We would like to shine the light on the following Black and BIPOC-led and serving 
reproductive justice organizations:  

•	 The Native American Women’s Health Education Resource Center (NAWHERC) (left 
sidebar image) – Indigenous-led, indigenous-serving

•	 Black Women’s Health Imperative – Black-led, Black-serving

•	 SisterSong (image below/right) – BIPOC-led, BIPOC-serving (also sponsors Black 
Mama’s Matter Alliance)

•	 HEART – Muslim-led, Muslim-serving

•	 The Afiya Center (bottom image) – Black-led, Black-serving

Please refer to our website for a comprehensive list of Reproductive Rights organizations.

https://www.nativeshop.org/
https://bwhi.org/our-story/
https://www.sistersong.net/
https://hearttogrow.org/
https://www.theafiyacenter.org/
https://www.marincf.org/resources/defending-reproductive-rights

