










ELIGIBILITY

During the December 2017 meeting, a theme regarding barriers to care: program eligibility.  
Meeting attendees highlighted the need for eligibility criteria that fits more families and the  
eligibility gap that keeps some low-income families from being able to qualify for early childcare 
programs. 

The eligibility process to access and retain child care subsidies can be challenging for parents. The 
various child care programs have different eligibility requirements often making the process con-
fusing and burdensome for families. 

The child care “cliff effect,” as it’s called, is a serious problem for low-income working families. 
Families may pay a copay that would increase as their incomes go up, and at a certain point the 
subsidy falls away completely. 

A parent getting a $0.50 per hour raise could mean she could lose $1,500 to $2,000 worth of child-
care subsidies monthly. Often parents may turn down raises or cut their hours due to the faulty 
eligibility income guidelines for subsidized childcare.

There are a lot of administrative and paperwork hurdles that make it difficult for families to get 
enrolled in child care assistance. Parents may be required to be working in order to qualify, which 
creates a Catch-22: They need a job to qualify for affordable child care, but need child care to be 
able to search for and interview for jobs.

COMMUNITY SURVEY FINDINGS

In 2018 a door-to-door survey was conducted in Marin City. A total of 71 surveys were completed 
by families with children 0-5 years. Approximately 30% of respondents with children aged 0-5 had 
their child enrolled in a formal child care program. 

Table 3
Total number of children aged 0-5=88

Ages (in years) (n)
0-1 20
1-2 11
2-3 12
3-4 19
4-5 17
5 8

Did not state age 1
Total 88



Table 2
Childcare Site Serving Children of Families Surveyedxiv 

Bayside MLK 1
Head Start (CAM) 7
Marin Horizon Community School 4
Marin Learning Center (CAM) 6
Manzanita Child Development Center (CAM) 1
Robin’s Nest 2
Wiggins Family Daycare 1
Total 22

70% of parents surveyed indicated their child was not enrolled in child care despite their 
interest in having their child in a childcare program. Of those who were interested in care, 
96% preferred full-time care. Eighty-two percent of families responding to the survey said that 
having their child in care would make it easier for them to seek employment or educational 
opportunities.xv

RETURN ON INVESTMENT

 Chart 1 

According to James Heckman, a 
Nobel laureate in economics,  
“The highest rate of return in 
early childhood development 
comes from investing as early as 
possible, from birth through age 
five, in disadvantaged families. 
Starting at age three or four is too 
little too late, as it fails to recog-
nize that skills beget skills in a 
complementary and dynamic way. 
Efforts should focus on the first 
years for the greatest efficiency 
and effectiveness. The best invest-
ment is in quality early childhood 
development from birth to five for 
disadvantaged children and their 
families.”xvi 




