




ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY 

Many families in Marin County do not have enough income to meet their basic needs, such as 
housing, food, and health care. Most of these families are working yet poor. Seniors also struggle to 
make ends meet in Marin, with thousands falling through the cracks of the public system because 
they have too much income to qualify for help, but not enough to get by in such an expensive county. 
If you are poor in Marin, you are more likely to work two low-wage full-time jobs, live in substandard 
housing, and be underinsured.

Our goal is to empower all individuals and families 
to attain financial and personal independence.

To achieve this, we’re pursuing five strategic initiatives:

        ∞  Workforce Training      ∞  Access to Quality Childcare  ∞  Economic Security
             for Older Adults

        ∞  Affordable Housing      ∞  Access to Legal Services   

∞  Despite high employment rates, 
Latino immigrant household 
income is $35K while the County 
average is $100K.1 

∞  19% of Marin residents are 
living in poverty.2

 
∞  In 2012, the monthly cost of 
infant care at a Marin childcare 
center was $1,143, while the 
monthly wages of a single mother 
working a full-time, minimum 
wage job in Marin was $1,387.3

 
∞  83% of Marin renters are 
paying more than 30% of their 
income for rent.4

∞  82% of residents in Marin 
cannot afford to purchase an 
entry-level home.5

 
∞  60% of older adults spend 30% 
or more of their income on 
rent.6

 
∞  7 out of 10 of Marin County’s 
poorest residents experiencing 
a legal problem do not receive 
individualized legal assistance. 
This means that there are nearly 
14,000 civil legal problems not 
addressed each year.7

SOME FACTS



Economic Opportunity 
Resources

Books and Talks 

Opportunity for Every Child: 2014 Data 
and Action Guide (2015)
Marin Kids at www.marinkids.org  

A Portrait of Marin (2012)
Sarah Burd-Sharps and Kristen Lewis at 
www.measureofamerica.org

The American Way of Poverty:  How the 
Other Half Lives (2013)
Sasha Abramsky

Confronting Suburban Poverty in 
America (2014)
Elizabeth Kneebone and Alan Berube

Representative Organizations 

Canal Alliance
Helps 3,500 low-income, Spanish-
speaking immigrants each year acquire 
the tools they need to thrive through 
services that foster survival (legal and 
case management), stability (career 
and financial skill development) and 
educational attainment (language 
competency and academic support).  
www.canalalliance.org 

Canal Welcome Center
Supports Canal residents, immigrants and 
low-income families of Marin County to 
advance their social, cultural and economic 
well-being while participating fully in civic 
life of U.S. society. www.cwcenter.org 

Community Action Marin
Serves Marin families through child care, 
mental health, safety net, and financial 
resource services. www.camarin.org 

Conservation Corps North Bay 
Develops 30-40 older youth and young 
adults per year for high school graduation 
and environmental and conservation-
related careers. www.ccnorthbay.org 

Downtown Streets Team, San Rafael 
Team 
Helps 120 homeless youth and adults 
get off the streets each year through 
development of workforce skills.  
www.streetsteam.org/sanrafael/ 

Habitat for Humanity Greater San 
Francisco
Provides local families with a springboard 
to secure stable futures through affordable 
homeownership, financial literacy and 
neighborhood revitalization.  
www.habitatgsf.org 

Homeward Bound
Serves 1,300 homeless people annually 
by providing long-term transitional and 
permanent housing for families and 
adults, operating the only year-round 
emergency shelter in Marin, and training 
people for the workforce. www.hbofm.org

Marin Child Care Council
Improves the availability, accessibility 
and affordability of quality childcare by 
increasing the supply, educating parents, 
and advocating for funding of childcare.  
www.mc3.org 

Novato Human Needs
Helps 4,000 low-income people annually 
overcome their crises and move toward 
self-sufficiency through safety net, 
education, employment, and case 
management services. www.nhnc.org 

Phoenix Project
Helps former male prisoners ages 13 to 
65 receive services including workforce 
training, mentoring, counseling, computer 
training, college courses, court system 
navigation, and housing assistance.  
www.phoenixprojectofmarin.org 

FiftyPlus Program (A Program of the 
YWCA of San Francisco and Marin)
Supports women aged 50 and older in 
finding employment through computer 
skills training, volunteer internships, and 
information on employment trends and 
opportunities. www.ywcasf-marin.org/
fiftyplus-employment-support-program

West Marin Community Services.  
Provides over 2,000 cases of support 
services to people in crisis or who have 
unmet needs including emergency 
funds, supportive care through childcare, 
scholarships, employment and housing 
referrals and more.  
www.westmarincommunityservices.org  



EDUCATION 

Academic achievement for low-income students and students of color in Marin falls far below the 
achievement of more advantaged students in the County. The gap in achievement begins at an early 
age and increases over time. Fewer than 1 in 5 of Marin’s African American or Latino high school 
graduates complete the coursework required for college or other post-secondary education options.

Our goal is to create opportunities that enable each child 
to maximize his or her potential through education.

To achieve this, we’re pursuing four strategic initiatives:

         ∞  Early School Success  ∞  Access To, & Support    
           For College
 ∞  Access To ESL
   ∞  Teaching Through The Arts  
 

∞  In 2012, 84% of 3 & 4 year old 
White children in Marin attended 
pre-school, while only 35% 
of 3 & 4 year old Latino children 
attended.8 

∞  The cost of preschool in Marin is 
23% higher than the California 
average.9

∞  25% of 3rd grade English 
language learners in Marin county 
are not English proficient.10 

∞  61% of Marin Whites have a 
college degree compared to 22% 
of African Americans and 20% of 
Latinos.11 

∞  In 2012 fewer than 2/3 of 
Latino adults in Marin completed 
high school.12 

SOME FACTS



Education Resources

Books and Talks 

Rein of Error, The Hoax of the Privatization 
Movement and the Danger to America’s 
Public Schools (2013)
Diane Ravitch 

Savage Inequalities:  Children in America’s 
Schools (2001)
Jonathan Kozol 

Whatever it Takes:  Geoffrey Canada’s Quest 
to Change Harlem and America (2009)
Paul Tough 

Representative Organizations 

EdSource:  Highlighting Strategies  
for Student Success
A timely source to keep the public informed 
on a full range of education issues in 
California.
www.edsource.org 
 
10,000 Degrees
Offers scholarships and college access, 
readiness, and retention programs for about 
1,000 Marin youth annually.
www.10000degrees.org 

Aim High
Works to close the opportunity gap for about 
175 Marin County under-resourced middle 
school youth a year by providing them with a 
free summer learning program.  
www.aimhigh.org 

Bridge the Gap College Prep
Provides academic enrichment, intervention 
and youth development programming aimed 
at equipping about 130 Marin City students 
for middle, high school and college success.  
www.btgtutoring.org 

E3: Education, Excellence and Equity
Improves the chances of academic and life 
success for K-12 students, especially those 
previously perceived as likely to fail, through 
teacher training, school year and summer 
programming.   
www.e3educate.org 

Hannah Project
Promotes education, service and cultural 
heritage to ensure that annually 50-60 
African American and other low-income 
students of color aged 8-22 in Marin build     

academic proficiency, develop character, and 
prepare for high school, college and career 
success. 
www.thehannahproject.org 

Friends of Marin County School Volunteers
Helps students succeed in school with the 
assistance of more than 400 community 
volunteer tutors in 40+ elementary, middle 
and high schools.  
www.mcsv.org 

Marin Promise Partnership
Aims to close the educational achievement 
gap from “cradle to career” using county-
wide data and partnerships. Fiscally 
sponsored by 10,000 Degrees. 
www.marinpromise.org 

Next Generation Scholars
Provides approximately 100 underserved 
middle, high-school and college students 
per year with all the advantages available to 
those of privilege by combining academics, 
community building activities, and wrap-
around social and college-counseling 
services.  
www.nextgenerationscholars.org 

Novato Youth Center
Supports youth as they develop their 
academic, physical, social, and emotional 
skills through a preschool, before and after 
school programming for all ages, family 
counseling, sports leagues and more. www.
novatoyouthcenter.org 

Parent Services Project
Strengthens low-income families through 
family engagement, early literacy, and 
community organizing programs. 
www.parentservices.org 

Parent Institute for Quality Education
Educates parents on how to foster a positive 
educational environment for their children 
throughout their schooling, to further 
students’ academic success.   
www.piqe.org 

Summer Search
Helps approximately 30 low-income Marin 
County teenagers per year develop skills to 
become college-educated leaders through 
perspective-changing summer trips 
and school-year mentoring, spanning a 
participant’s sophomore year through college 
completion.  
www.summersearch.org 



SOME FACTS

∞  Asthma hospitalization rates in 
Marin City are over 3x as high as 
asthma hospitalization rates in 
Mill Valley.13

∞  Children in environments with 
mold growth are 2.4x more 
likely to develop asthma.14

∞  Most low-income families 
spend 14% of their income on 
energy costs, compared with 
3.5% for other households.15

  

∞  More than 75% of Marin 
County land is protected from 
development.16   However, just 
0.83 acres of parkland per 
1,000 residents exists in Novato, 
compared to 11.6 acres of 
parkland per 1,000 residents in 
Mill Valley.17  

ENVIRONMENT

Marin County has an inspiring history of conservation and environmental protection. However, not 
all residents benefit equally from the natural assets of the county. Low-income residents and people 
of color often cannot easily access all that a healthy environment provides, like access to public lands, 
green space and places to exercise.

MCF’s goal is to ensure the natural and built environments 
in which we live are healthy, sustainable and accessible to all.

To achieve this, we’re pursuing two strategic initiatives:

∞  Health & Energy Efficiency of the Built Environment         ∞  Stewardship of the Natural Environment



Environment Resources

Books and Talks 

Deep Economy: The Wealth of 
Communities and the Durable Future 
(2007)
Bill McKibben

Last Child in the Woods:  Saving our 
Children from Nature-Deficit Disorder 
(2008)
and 
The Nature Principle:  Reconnecting with 
Life in a Virtual Age (2012)
Richard Louv 

Representative Organizations 

Agricultural Institute of Marin (AIM)
Promotes a viable food system by 
educating the public about the benefits 
of buying fresh and locally grown food 
and bringing farmers and communities 
together through their network of farmers 
markets throughout the Bay Area; elevates 
the visibility of sustainable food and 
farms by building a permanent home and 
landmark for the farmer’s market at the 
Marin Civic Center. 
www.agriculturalinstitute.org  

Cool the Earth
Educates K-8 students and their families 
about climate change and inspires them to 
take simple actions to reduce their carbon 
emissions. www.cooltheearth.org 

Golden Gate National Parks Conservancy
Preserves the 40+ Golden Gate National 
Parks—including Tennesee Valley, Mt. 
Tam and Bolinas Lagoon—enhances 
the park visitor experience, and builds a 
community dedicated to conserving the 
parks for the future. 
www.parksconservancy.org 

Marin Agricultural Land Trust (MALT)
Protects working farms in Marin County 
by purchasing agricultural conservation 
easements—legal agreements that 
prohibit in perpetuity non-agricultural 
development, subdivision, and practices 
that are detrimental to sustainable 
agriculture on farmland. www.malt.org

Marin Audubon Society
Conserves, protects and restores natural 
ecosystems—focusing on birds, other 
wildlife and their habitats—including 
purchasing land that is slated for 
development. www.marinaudubon.org

Marin Organic
Partners with local farms, ranchers and 
food producers to promote organic 
agriculture, provide food system 
education, and increase access to fresh 
produce for people in need. 
www.marinorganic.org 

NatureBridge
Fosters environmental literacy by 
providing hands-on environmental 
science programs for K-12 children and 
teens at Golden Gate National Recreation 
Area (and other CA national park 
locations), training teachers, and leading 
family hike and nature programs. 
www.naturebridge.org 

Point Blue Conservation Science
Advances the conservation of birds, 
other wildlife, and ecosystems through 
science, partnerships, and outreach. The 
organization’s STRAW (Students and 
Teachers Restoring a Watershed) program 
engages teachers, students, restoration 
specialists, and other community 
members to plan and implement 
ecological restoration projects together. 
www.pointblue.org 

Point Reyes National Seashore 
Association
Preserves, restores and maintains 
wildlife habitat, trails, and historic sites 
in Point Reyes National Seashore and 
creates national park stewards through 
environmental education programs for 
youth and adults. www.ptreyes.org  

Strategic Energy Innovations
Creates green communities by designing 
sustainability programs for schools, 
municipalities and individual homes 
as well as providing green workforce 
training. www.seiinc.org  



SOME FACTS

HEALTH

Low-income residents and people of color in Marin are more likely to struggle with poor health than 
their higher-income and white counterparts. We will seek systemic change efforts that increase 
opportunities for individuals and families to make choices that allow them to live long, healthy lives, 

regardless of their income, education, and ethnic or racial background.

MCF’s goal is to foster well-being and the ability 
for every person to enjoy a long, quality life

To achieve this, we’re pursuing three strategic initiatives:

 ∞  Quality Healthcare Delivery      ∞  New Business Models For Aging Service Providers
        
 ∞  Healthy Eating & Active Living

∞  One in three Marin County 
children are obese or overweight, 
but in several school districts 
such as Sausalito Marin City, 
Shoreline and San Rafael this 
number is closer to one in two 
youth.18

∞  One in five low income 
households had to skip meals 
in order to make ends meet.19

∞  The number of adults  
nationally aged 65+ increased 
by 60% between 1980 and 
2010, while national per capita 
spending on aging services 
decreased from $9.24 in 1980  
to $3.85 in 2010.20

∞  Only 6% of 5th graders in 
the Sausalito Marin City School 
District meet all six California 
State Fitness Standards, as 
compared to 67% of 5th graders 
in Reed Union School District.21



Health Resources

Books and Talks 

The American Healthcare Paradox: Why 
Spending More is Getting Us Less (2013)
Elizabeth Bradley and Lauren Taylor

Reinventing American Healthcare: How 
the Affordable Care Act Will Improve 
Our Terribly Complex, Blatantly Unjust, 
Outrageously Expensive, Grossly 
Inefficient, Error Prone System (2014)
Ezekiel J. Emanuel

What Makes us Get Sick? Look Upstream 
Rishi Manchanda Ted Talk (2014)
Found at www.ted.com 

Representative Organizations

Coastal Health Alliance
Provides health care without regard to 
income, health insurance status, race, 
culture, or health condition to more than 
5,000 patients in West Marin.   
www.coastalhealth.net 

Huckleberry Youth Programs
Provides reproductive health care and 
education to Marin teens through a drop-
in clinic at the San Rafael location.    
www.huckleberryyouth.org 

Lifelong Medical Care
Provides care to Marin’s frail and elderly 
through adult day programs at its Novato 
location. www.lifelongmedical.org 

Lift Levántate 
Builds healthy, equitable communities 
by increasing access to nutritious food, 
physical activity, health screenings and 
connection to a medical home.   
www.lift-levantate.org 

Marin City Health and Wellness Center
Provides primary health, dental and 
behavioral health care to residents 
of public housing and those who are 
homeless.  www.marincityclinic.com 

Marin Community Clinics
Improves the health of 35,000 insured and 
uninsured patients per year by providing 
high-quality, cost-effective, culturally-
sensitive, patient-centered primary and 
specialty health care.   
www.marinclinic.org 

Operation Access
Brings together medical professionals and 
hospitals to provide donated outpatient 
surgical and specialty care for the 
uninsured and underserved.   
www.operationaccess.org 

PDI Surgery Center 
Provides pediatric dental surgery for 
Marin children with severe tooth decay. 
Located in Windsor, it is the only nonprofit 
pediatric dental surgery center in the US.  
www.pdisurgerycenter.org 

Planned Parenthood Northern California
Provides primary care screenings and 
reproductive health care services to more 
than 10,000 low-income women, men, 
and young people each year at its San 
Rafael location.   
www.plannedparenthood.org/planned-
parenthood-northern-california  

PlayWorks
Partners with elementary schools to create 
healthy and inclusive play during recess 
with the goal of keeping kids active and 
healthy.  www.playworks.org 
 
Ritter Center
Focuses on the unique urgent and 
long-term health care needs of 4,000 
homeless people per year through a case 
management model based at their clinic 
in San Rafael. www.rittercenter.org 

RotaCare 
Provides free primary healthcare services 
to uninsured families and individuals 
through a volunteer alliance of medical 
professionals, organizations and 
community members.   
www.rotacarebayarea.org 

Whistlestop 
Promotes the independence, well-being 
and quality of life for older adults and 
people living with disabilities in Marin 
County.  www.whistlestop.org 
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