God’s Heart of Mercy: A Study of the Book of Jonah
Begin with prayer – asking God to lead and guide you as you study His Word.
Because this is a short book, try to read it in its entirety at least once or twice to get a general
picture of the book. (This process is similar to setting the corners and edges of a puzzle to get its
framework.)
After reading, determine what genre the book of Jonah is. Poetry, Narrative, Prophecy?

OBSERVATION QUESTIONS: JONAH 1:1-16
*Read Jonah chapter 1 (A printout of this chapter is attached.)

WHO are the main characters or groups of people found in Jonah 1? Who are front and center?
In the attached printout of chapter 1, underline each main character as well as the pronouns and
synonyms that refer back to them. Color code. Example: For the Lord and all pronouns
referring to Him, use yellow or another color of your choice.

WHAT do you learn about these main characters in chapter 1? WHAT did they do? WHAT did
they say? Begin with the main characters and continue with the other characters in the chapter.
*** List the main characters and what they did in the grid below.

Jonah 1:1-3
Who?
Example (1:1)

The Lord

What?
Spoke to Jonah

Jonah 1:4-9
Who?

What?

Jonah 1:10-16

Who?

What?

WHERE: Are there any geographical references? If you come to a geographical location, mark
it (maybe double underline) and color code.

*
*
*
*

WHEN: Are there any references to time? Days, months, years, or words like before, after, then,
and until. Mark the references to time with a simple clock drawing. Draw a circle with two
hands.

*
*
*
*

KEY WORDS AND PHRASES: This is usually made up of repeated words or phrases. When
you find a key word or phrase, mark them distinctly by color and symbol. Examine the word’s
context to see what you can learn about it.
Example: Calamity – What is said about it? Context around it?
*
*
*
*

ANY COMPARISONS AND CONTRASTS THAT YOU OBSERVE:
Example: “…word of the Lord came to Jonah…” vs. “…Jonah…flee…from…Lord.”

*
*
*
*

CAUSE AND EFFECT RELATIONSHIPS:
Example: “…Lord hurled a great wind… -!- …sailors became afraid…”

*
*
*
*

SUMMARIZE THE PARAGRAPHS: (Short phrase or sentence.)

*Jonah 1:1-3
*Jonah 1:4-6
*Jonah 1:7-9
*Jonah 1:10-16

OTHER OBSERVATIONS YOU HAVE MADE:

*
*
*
*

Jonah’s Disobedience
1 The word of the Lord came to Jonah the son of Amittai saying,
2 “Arise, go to Nineveh the great city and cry against it, for their
wickedness has come up before Me.” 3 But Jonah rose up to flee
to Tarshish from the presence of the Lord. So he went down to
Joppa, found a ship which was going to Tarshish, paid the fare
and went down into it to go with them to Tarshish from the
presence of the Lord.

4 The Lord hurled a great wind on the sea and there was a great
storm on the sea so that the ship was about to [a]break up. 5
Then the sailors became afraid and every man cried to his god,
and they threw the cargo which was in the ship into the sea to
lighten it for them. But Jonah had gone below into the hold of
the ship, lain down and fallen sound asleep. 6 So the captain
approached him and said, “How is it that you are sleeping? Get
up, call on your god. Perhaps your god will be concerned about
us so that we will not perish.”
7 Each man said to his mate, “Come, let us cast lots so we may
learn on whose account this calamity has struck us.” So they cast
lots and the lot fell on Jonah. 8 Then they said to him, “Tell us,
now! On whose account has this calamity struck us? What is
your occupation? And where do you come from? What is your
country? From what people are you?” 9 He said to them, “I am a
Hebrew, and I fear the Lord God of heaven who made the sea
and the dry land.”
10 Then the men became extremely frightened and they said to
him, “How could you do this?” For the men knew that he was
fleeing from the presence of the Lord, because he had told them.
11 So they said to him, “What should we do to you that the sea
may become calm for us?”—for the sea was becoming
increasingly stormy. 12 He said to them, “Pick me up and throw
me into the sea. Then the sea will become calm for you, for I
know that on account of me this great storm has come upon
you.” 13 However, the men rowed desperately to return to land
but they could not, for the sea was becoming even stormier
against them. 14 Then they called on the Lord and said, “We
earnestly pray, O Lord, do not let us perish on account of this
man’s life and do not put innocent blood on us; for You, O Lord,
have done as You have pleased.”
15 So they picked up Jonah, threw him into the sea, and the sea
stopped its raging. 16 Then the men feared the Lord greatly, and
they offered a sacrifice to the Lord and made vows.

