The Gospel According to Mark
Jesus. Servant. Master.
Lesson 45
Read Mark 12:1 – 12
Introduction: In this parable, the man who planted the vineyard is God; the
vineyard is the nation of Israel; the tenant farmers are Israel’s religious leaders;
the servants are the prophets and priests who remained faithful to God; the son
is Jesus; and the others are the Gentiles. The religious leaders not only
frustrated their nation’s purpose but also killed those who were trying to fulfill it.
They were so jealous and possessive that they ignored the welfare of the very
people they were supposed to bring to God. By telling this story, Jesus exposed
the religious leaders plot to kill him and warned that their sins would be punished.
Life Application Study Bible

1. What was Jesus revealing to the religious leaders in this parable?

2. What insights do we learn from Isaiah 5:1 – 7?



All throughout the Old Testament God warns the nation of Israel to
obey His words. What did Jeremiah the prophet say in Jeremiah
7: 23 – 28?

3. What did Stephen say to the Sanhedrin in Acts 7:51 – 54?



How did John the Baptist address the Pharisees and Sadducees in
Matthew 3:7 – 12?



In pronouncing the “Woes” upon the scribes and Pharisees what
did Jesus specifically say to them in Matthew 23:25 – 36?

4. Read Mark 12:6 – 8. Compare with Matthew 27:1 – 43 and John 19:1 – 7.
How do these accounts compare with the parable Jesus told of the
vineyard owner’s son?

5. According to Mark 12:2 what was the purpose of sending a servant into
vineyard?



God loves to walk in His vineyard. Why? He is looking for fruit.
If your life were a vineyard what fruit would God find? (Use
Galatians 5:22 – 24)

6. How can we as Christians walk with Christ and bear much fruit without
becoming self-righteous in our attitudes and behavior according to John
15:1 – 5?

