The Gospel According to Mark
Jesus. Servant. Master.
Lesson 30
Read Mark 8:1 – 13
Introduction: The Pharisees came to Jesus and asked Him for a sign from
heaven. He had just fed four thousand people with seven loves of bread. They
had seen Him heal the blind and deaf, He had raised the dead, and numerous
sick people had been restored to health. What did they want? But this is so
typical. Skeptics always want to see a miracle, or they want to hear a problem
solved. But they still won’t believe. It will never be enough. Jesus just sighed
deeply in His Spirit.
Pastor Chuck Smith

Jesus had spent three days in the wilderness with this large group of people. In
those three days Jesus was probably teaching, healing and ministering to the
needs of the people. Apparently, all the food they had brought with them had
been eaten. Jesus knew they had no food and He did not want to send them
away hungry. Jesus called to His disciples and said “I have compassion on the
multitude” or literally “My heart goes out to them.”
1. Have you ever been moved in your heart towards someone who was in
need? How did you show them compassion? (Explain)



We have many examples where God has shown compassion
towards His people. Look up the following scriptures and take note
of the various accounts of when He displayed His compassion:
o Deuteronomy 32:36

o 2 Kings 13:23

o Psalm 78:38

o Psalm 86:15

o Lamentations 3:22 – 23

o Matthew 9:35 – 36



How has the Lord shown you compassion?

2. The disciples saw an impossible situation as they were in the wilderness
with no access to supplies. What did Jesus tell His disciples to do
according to Mark 8:5 – 7?



What was the first thing Jesus did with the bread and fish?



According to Mark 8:6 what did the disciples have the privilege of
doing?

3. It is interesting that God uses broken things to make people whole and
satisfied. How has God broken you that He might use your life to serve
others?

4. How did God supply bread in the wilderness for the Children of Israel
found in Exodus 16:1 – 5? Why did God have to do this?

5. What did Jesus say about the true bread from heaven in John 6:31 – 40?

6. Read Luke 4:1 – 4. How Jesus respond to the devil when he tested Him
in the wilderness?



How has God provided for you in the wilderness of impossibility?



How did God provide for the widow in 2 Kings 4:1 – 7?

It is interesting that the miraculous supply of oil stopped when the woman ran out
of empty vessels. God uses empty vessels. It’s out of our emptiness that He may
be glorified in our lives as He uses us for His purpose and plan!
7. According to Mark 8:8 – 10 what was the outcome of those being fed and
for those who served?

