The Gospel According to Mark
Jesus. Servant. Master.
Lesson 51
Read Mark 13:28 – 37
Introduction: Jesus cited the budding of the fig tree, or the restoring of Israel as
a nation, as a sign that we are getting close. And God miraculously brought Israel
back as a nation, in 1948, and has preserved and protected them. The word
translated “generation” usually refers to a national or ethnic group. There are
people who have tried to calculate how many years a generation is, to figure
when Jesus would return, counting years from 1948 or 1967. That is probably
stretching the meaning of the term “generation”. Jesus was probably referring to
the fact that He would preserve the ethnic identity of the Jewish people, even
though they would be dispersed all over the earth. This is miraculous, that a
people without a homeland for thousands of years could still maintain their
national identity. It is unprecedented in history. But God has preserved them and
brought them back, and this lets us know that the time of the end is drawing near.
Pastor Chuck Smith
1. What do we learn about God’s justice and mercy upon Israel in
Hosea 9:10 and Jeremiah 24:1 – 7?

2. How would you interpret the following passage “when its branch has
already become tender, and puts forth leaves, you know that summer is
near.”

3. Read Ezekiel 37:1 – 14. What did God prophesy concerning the nation of
Israel?



What did God confirm through the prophet Jeremiah in Jeremiah
42:12 and in Ezekiel 36:24?

4. According to Mark 13:30 – 31 what important insight into prophecy and
into God’s promise can we receive?



What do we learn from the following scriptures?
o Matthew 5:18

o 2 Peter 3:10 – 14

o 2 Corinthians 1:20

5. What did Jesus make very clear to us in Mark 13:32 – 33?

6. According to Mark 13:34 what should we be doing as we wait for the
Lord’s return? What word is used three times in verses 32 – 37?



Sleep can be good; however, there are times that sleeping instead
of being awake can rob us of God’s blessings. How do the following
scriptures speak to you about being ready and alert?
o Luke 9:32

o Matthew 26:40 – 45

o 1 Thessalonians 5:6

o Revelation 22:7, 12, 20

