The Gospel According to Mark
Jesus. Servant. Master.
Lesson 31
Read Mark 8:14 – 26
Introduction: In the Bible “leaven” is a symbol of corruption, a symbol of false
teaching that slips in and permeates and pollutes the gospel. The leaven of the
Pharisees was legalism. Beware of the leaven of legalism; that is, trying to live
the Christian life by obeying a set of rules. Christianity is not being inhibited by
rules; it is being inhabited by a Ruler. God have mercy on the legalistic church. It
has no joy, no thrill, no excitement, and no victory.
Pastor Jerry Vines
1. Compare Mark 8:14 – 21 with Matthew 16:5 – 12. What further
understanding do we come to when Jesus said “Beware of the leaven of
the Pharisees”?

2. What do we learn about the use of “leaven” according to the following
scriptures?
o Exodus 12:3 – 20

o I Corinthians 5:6 – 9

o Galatians 5:1 – 9

o Are you allowing a little “leaven” in your life? What should you do?

3. In Mark 8:17 – 21 the disciples were thinking of physical bread and not
comprehending the spiritual message Jesus was giving. Have you had
times when you didn’t understand clearly what the Lord was saying to you
through His Word? (Explain)

o How are you able to find wisdom, understanding and knowledge of
God’s Word according to Proverbs 4:1 – 6?

o What did Jesus say about the Spirit of truth in John 16:13 – 14?

This miracle of the blind man being healed is recorded only in the gospel of
Mark 8:22 – 26. It is the only time Jesus healed someone gradually. It is
interesting that this miracle happened right after Jesus chided His disciples for
their slowness of spiritual understanding.

4. Jesus was obviously teaching His disciples a lesson through this blind
man’s healing. What do you think that lesson would be? (Hint 2 Timothy
3:14 – 17 and 2 Corinthians 13:11)

Perhaps this blind man was a little discouraged when Jesus spat on his eyes and
then asked him if he could see anything. The blind man looked up and saw men
as trees walking. However, it was on the second touch that Jesus placed His
hands on the blind man’s eyes and made him look up before the man could see
clearly.

5. Have you ever been touched by the Lord a second time?
o Have you had a time in your relationship with the Lord when you
were not walking or seeing clearly until He placed His hands upon
you a second time? It was only when He made you look up that
you begin to see clearly and walk according to His will. How has
your perspective changed? (Explain)

o Can you think of an example of others who have received a second
chance?

