
Entitled Spirituality

Feeling lost or lonely, anxieties over aging and dying

A Power Elite 
B Flourishing Families 
E Thriving Boomers 
 

A01 American Royalty 
A02 Platinum Prosperity 
A03 Kids and Cabernet 
A04 Picture Perfect Families 
A05 Couples with Clout 
A06 Jet Set Urbanites

C Booming and Consuming 
D Suburban Style 
G Young City Solos

 Jesus said that it is harder for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich person 
to enter the Kingdom of God (Matthew 19:24). However, Jesus was identifying the cultural challenge of 
wealth (or the desire for wealth) as an issue that hinders the faithfulness of all lifestyle groups. Income 
is only one factor in the complex descriptions of lifestyle segments.  

  
 Power Elite religious perspectives are complex. They approach spirituality from a sense of 

entitlement. Their privileged lifestyles predispose them to believe in benevolent providence. They 
generally assume that they deserve the abundance that they have. Influence is often more important 
than money, and represents the true “wealth" of this lifestyle group. If authority seems like a “Divine 
Right”, it often comes with burdens of responsibility. They assume responsibility and/or authority to 
shape their environments or the larger world around them. Luxury and philanthropy are two sides of 
the same coin. The appellation "Divine Right" suggests their conviction that God has rightly ordered 
the universe, and that their place of privilege and influence is natural and fitting in society. They may 
not always be right, but they have great confidence in themselves to correct mistakes and achieve 
success. Authorities may be flawed, but the essentials of good governance, moral behaviour, and 
sound doctrine remain consistent. Their influential role to enjoy or preserve these absolutes is also 
constant.  

  
  

  
 



Power Elite look favorably on religion as the foundation of an orderly, moral society. Religious 
institutions should assimilate newcomers and socialize generations into peaceful co-existence and 
respect for authority. They gravitate toward churches that help them celebrate and express their 
gratitude through acts of charity. These churches maintain high standards for the performing arts, and 
strong teaching ministries. Such churches are often very active in mission outreach, and may be 
associated with universities, hospitals, and agencies related to housing, relief from natural disasters, 
etc. However, people in this lifestyle group tend to participate in mission through financial support and 
policy development. They may advocate causes left or right of center, but are usually moderate rather 
than radical.  
  

Many people in this lifestyle group have advanced education, and most have at least college or 
university degrees. They may be professionals in business, law, medicine, science, or technology, but 
they often have strong liberal arts sensibilities. They tend to gravitate to churches with history or 
long-standing reputation, or to churches that value ecclesiastical traditions. However, they are 
impatient with churches that are ineffective or fail to achieve significant mission outcomes. If they spin 
out of institutional church networks, they may develop faith-based foundations and non-profit 
organizations.  
  

  
Nevertheless, people in this lifestyle group may feel lost or rootless. They travel through the 

“Global Village”, but may be disconnected from any particular “neighborhood”. Their friends may be 
widely disbursed. While they might be in awe of God in nature, they often keep a critical distance from 
God in culture. They are more comfortable with the awesomeness of God than the nearness of God. 
This can make them anxious about health, aging, and death. They may be obsessed with strategies to 
stay youthful and look young. They may be keen to leave some significant, visible legacy that will carry 
their name after death. 

 


