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 Young City Solos focus on multiple activities at the same time. On the same day, these young 
30-40 year old, educated singles may march in the streets protesting human rights violations by 
government agencies, and then debrief about their experiences over a fine chardonnay in a local wine 
bar. The next morning they will leave their condo or retro apartment building in a prime location in the 
center city, and take public transportation to a well-paying job in government, hospitals, universities, or 
large corporations. They have low expectations for ethical practices to their work place, but expect to 
be well paid for their work. 
  

Their weekends will include fitness clubs; concerts or rock shows, art galleries, occasional local 
downtown boutique shopping; significant time on line; and fine dining for lunch and dinner with friends 
or their "significant other" with whom they may cohabitate. One activity their weekend will probably not 
include is church attendance. Attitudes toward the church usually range from indifferent to hostile. 
Spirituality may be of some interest, but these early-middle-aged single adults tend to be rationalistic 
and highly attuned to any whiff of hypocrisy. Religion is of interest as a social phenomenon to interpret 
history and current events, but it is primarily a psychological quirk. God or Spirit may exist, but 
authentic spirituality is hidden behind and buried underneath religion. They tend to see the church 
(local, denominational, and international) as a political lobby of self-interest. 

  
Aside from a general aversion to religion as hypocrisy on a large scale, people in this lifestyle 

segment tend to scoff at local churches as anachronistic. Their aesthetic sensitivities may lead them to 
support preservation of artistic masterpieces or classic architectures, but they have little sympathy for 
outdated technologies and crumbling edifices.   



      Most are open too spirituality in the broadest sense of the word. Openness does not necessarily 
mean they are all interested enough to pursue it. Their quest for God may be driven by a sense of 
victimization and entrapment. They may feel that personal or social circumstances have limited their 
opportunities or taken advantage of their abilities. They readily empathize with individuals and groups, 
cultures and countries, which experience persecution or discrimination. They often feel trapped by 
circumstances (personal, social, economic, environmental, etc.) and are skeptical of absolutes and 
anxious about the future. Young City Solos have a very strong social conscience, and a high standard 
of corporate ethical behavior. They are willing to make personal sacrifices to protect human rights, and 
pay close attention to world affairs and local issues. They volunteer for non-profit organizations, join 
protest marches, sign petitions, and may go to extremes to take moral stands. They network with 
like-minded advocates and influence in local and international affairs.  

 
On the other hand, they can be very self-centered, and have a low standard for personal 

behavior. They may be quick to make excuses and tempted to shift blame onto other individuals, 
groups, or institutions for their failures. They can be self-absorbed and body-conscious, hang out for 
long periods of time in pubs and coffee houses, and go to extremes to experience thrills. Their passion 
for the internet enables them to play fantasy sports, gamble, and share video games. 
  

They may connect with a church on certain conditions. The pastor or spiritual leader must be a 
person of high moral character, and passionate about equality and human rights. Their personal 
theology must respect other faiths, and may be ambiguous about the nature of God and the goal of 
history. Leaders prove their authenticity by the lifestyle sacrifices they are willing to make for the 
wellbeing of others. Churches are strongly committed to liberal social causes and are often in the 
urban core near universities, medical centers, or government buildings. It is through social ministries, 
rather than worship or Christian education, that such churches are known in the city. They usually 
provide strong volunteer leadership training and support. 
  

The aesthetic side is also important. The church building may include excellent visual art, or 
offer opportunities for the performing arts. Their worship attendance may be irregular at best, but they 
will prefer less preaching and higher quality music. Their appreciation of music is sophisticated, but 
eclectic: jazz, blues, rock, reggae, classic soul, and even bluegrass.  
  

Young City Solos have discretionary income, and will be generous toward selected social 
services or artistic organizations. They are less likely to give to the operating budget of a church, and 
are unlikely to become members. They want to be accepted as they are, without judgement, but freely 
criticize the church in which they participate.  
  

It takes a great deal of work to establish credibility among people in this group; and credibility 
can be lost very quickly. Nevertheless, people in this group bring a prophetic witness to the church that 
can make a difference in the city and the world. The scriptures that are most likely to speak to people in 
this group will come from the book of James. People in this group look to spiritual leaders who "walk 
the talk", or who demonstrate their faith through good works. Faith without works is dead. This group 
may not be very good at the "patience in suffering" encouraged at the end of the epistle, but the strong 
warning against judging others (4:11-12), and outspoken criticism of rich oppressors (5:1-6) will 
connect with their sense of justice.  

 


