
An eccentric habit with only occasional advantages 

Feeling trapped by circumstances, anxieties about self-esteem and guilt 
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          Significant Singles like the freedom of staying single. Some are divorced or widowed, and 
content to stay that way. Many have never married, or live in less permanent relationships. They have a 
large and often diverse network of friends, and are often bridge-builders between lifestyle segments 
that do not normally communicate well with each other. Experian suggests that they pursue a robust 
nightlife, and enjoy entertaining friends, sampling gourmet food and wine, building toned bodies, and 
modeling trendy fashions. 
  

This is a difficult lifestyle group for the church to reach. Their ages range from 36 - 65, so they 
don't fit the stereotype most churches have about young adult "singles". They don't connect with the 
church through typical lifecycle transitions regarding weddings, baptisms, etc. Some may appreciate 
fine music and architecture, but the significance of most worship services and church programs 
misses them entirely.  
  

Experian suggests that they might have "champagne tastes on a beer budget." They may be 
college educated, but are content to just make ends meet, with extra money for discretionary spending, 
through low level jobs in sales or service. Many work in health care, education, and food services. They 
rent apartments (sometimes with other singles to share the cost of central downtown locations). They 
tend to be mobile within a small area, changing residence and jobs, but circulating in the same 
entertainment scene. 
  
  
            



 Churches have a hard time even keeping a record of their address on a database. They may not 
respond to voice mail messages (although if they connect with a credible, spiritual peer they might 
respond to text messages). People in this lifestyle group have progressive values, and they can 
become motivated in short bursts of energy to protest in behalf of a good cause. Churches that 
advocate causes (usually liberal) might gather a "mob" of them via social media to rally for something, 
somewhere. However, these people are not long-term volunteers for charitable organizations.  
  

In general, Significant Singles consider organized religion as something to be avoided. A high 
proportion may have had negative experiences with religious groups in their personal history. Even 
talking about God may carry connotations that are too patriarchal, dogmatic, and constraining. 
However, they are not generally interested in rationalizing religion with science. They may have a broad 
interest in spirituality (with aesthetic and mystical overtones), and explore websites for information 
about New Age religious movements. If they are motivated to spend much time thinking about faith, it 
may be prompted by crises of addiction or disease, or by loneliness or a general experience of ennui. 
They may feel trapped by circumstances beyond their control, and look for surprising grace. Life 
experiences may have left them with lower self-esteem and a sense of guilt over past mistakes. 
  

Significant Singles can be contemporary illustrations of the parable of the Prodigal Child (Luke 
15:11-32). Older singles in this group may have left middle-and upper-class family lifestyles for 
unconventional, self-indulgent alternatives. Occasionally, personal crisis may compel them to turn or 
return to the church for assurance and acceptance. Will they be welcomed into a faith community 
without judgement, recrimination, or probation? 
  

Those with a heart burst to bless people in this lifestyle group will do it best through personal 
contact. You might connect with them at comedy clubs, high-end bars that serve micro-brews and 
vintage wines, cigar stores, and bookstores that offer a wide range of magazines related to cooking, 
music, and entertainment. They are also in and out of educational programs in city universities and 
downtown community colleges. Their lifestyles can make them vulnerable to addictions and chronic 
health issues, and you may connect through intervention and recovery programs or through medical 
clinics.  

  
 


