
Always take time to smell the roses and appreciate what you have 

Feelings of regret, anxieties about meaninglessness and death 
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        Blue Sky Boomers often participate in churches with traditional family values and 
middle-of-the-road attitudes. They may experiment with large regional churches at first, but often 
complain about being lost in a crowd. They tend to gravitate to small, local churches in which their 
family has deep roots. They are often more loyal to the local church than any denomination, value a 
sincere pastor with a clear sense of calling than just ordination. May of their churches are part of a 
circuit, or are located in small towns where it is difficult to find a full time minister, so they tend to be 
self-reliant. Leadership is often taken by lay people (patriarchs or matriarchs) who are highly respected 
for their wisdom and faith maturity. 
  

Blue Sky Boomers enjoy the slower pace of life in a rural or small town atmospheres. They are 
content with their standard of living, but as the middle class is struggling they are anxious to protect 
their privileges. They are grateful for what they have, and do not feel great urgency to acquire new 
things, upgrade to new technologies, or make lifestyle adjustments to suit anyone else. They are apt to 
stay brand loyal to the denomination in which they raised their children, but tend to assume that the 
local congregational customs they left behind should be normative for the new congregation they now 
join.   

Their quest for God is often motivated by anxieties over meaninglessness and aging. The 
emerging world of speed, flux, and blur may create anxiety about moral absolutes and faith convictions 
for themselves, their children, or their country. They may also be driven by a sense of regret over acts 
of commission or omission in their personal lives, or the success or failure of their marital and parental 
roles. Forgiveness, acceptance, reconciliation, and community harmony are important in their spiritual 
lives. They often feel closest to God in the midst of nature, rather than as part of an institution. 



 Although people in this group are generally conservative in their social, political, and religious 
attitudes, they rarely go to extremes. They are usually open to gender equality, generational 
differences, and cultural diversity, but are more readily persuaded by positive role models than 
information or education. They are ready to try something new if it is evolutionary rather than 
revolutionary, proceeds by consensus rather than hierarchy, and does not entail too much risk or cost. 
They don't want the church to grow too big, or to make too many changes, and lose the intimacy and 
harmony that they enjoy now.  
  

They are most cautious when it comes to church property and stewardship. They protect church 
architecture and preserve heritage. They dislike aggressive fund raising campaigns, and don't want the 
pastor to talk too much about money. They like to monitor the finances of the church, and can be 
generous donors to the church budget and outreach ministries, but they also prefer to keep the record 
of giving strictly confidential.  
  

Spirituality is important to most people in these lifestyle segments, and for many this will be 
expressed through an emotional attachment to a church. They appreciate the quality of life that they 
enjoy, and thanksgiving is a strong element of their faith. They tend to gravitate to small churches in 
their small town with about 200  - 500 people. In resort towns, church membership may swell “in 
season”, but the core group of year round residents thinks of itself as the real members.  They like the 
intimacy, consistency, and predictability of a church. They enjoy active leisure lives, and do not want to 
be tied down with meetings or burdened by too many church expectations.  Faith in God and 
appreciation of nature often go together in their pleasant climates. Spirituality is often contemplative of 
natural beauty. They may be sporadic in church attendance, but since they are usually outdoors hiking, 
boating, cycling, bird watching, and surrounded by natural beauty they still feel close to God. 

  
  
  
 


