
If you happen to meet God, tell him I need a break! 

Feelings of anger and frustration, anxieties about fate and abandonment
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           In bygone Christendom, Aspirational Fusion may have connected with the church in order to 
provide children with a religious or moral upbringing. Today they may avoid the church because they 
fear their children may be indoctrinated into a cult and their lifestyles judged negatively. When they do 
connect with the church, it is often through an outreach ministry like day care, food pantry, or 
emergency help. They may dream about fast cars, celebrity lifestyles, and winning the lottery more than 
they dream about steady work, marriage, and experiencing God's grace.  
  

Experian suggests that Aspirational Fusion reflects the growing trend toward single parenting 
and unmarried couples living together. They move frequently, but often end up in rather shabby 
industrial neighborhoods where it is hard to escape factory noise and industrial odors. Many have 
never completed High School and work in low-paying jobs in service, health care, food, and 
manufacturing, and may suffer extended periods of unemployment. They may indulge in clothes, MP3 
players and big TV's and are self-absorbed. They tend to be apathetic toward everything: politics, 
volunteering, and community organizations (including churches). 
  

Their quest for God is often motivated by a sense of desperation. They seem to be frustrated at 
every turn  - economically, occupationally, educationally, and relationally. They may feel neglected by 
the government, abandoned by society, and consistently rejected or abused by employers. Beneath the 
apathy and self-absorption there is often a great deal of anger that can come to a boil suddenly. That 
anger may be directed toward society, but it is also directed toward themselves and their low 
self-esteem, and toward God and their alienation from God's presence. They tell themselves that if only 
they could catch one break, things would be different. 



 Faith can be important for the segments in this group. It may wax and wane depending on the 
relative financial, relational, and emotional stability they may be experiencing at any given time. They 
are looking for acceptance and hope. They can blossom in an atmosphere of genuine love, practical 
support, and optimistic attitudes. Their second step into the life of a church may be a small group, and 
mentoring with a mature, compassionate Christian. While they may show up at a worship service, they 
may really want to access social services or emergency help and this seems to be the least stressful 
way to do it. They are less likely to come to worship for the sake of the worship service itself, and are 
apt to leave early, abruptly, or immediately once it's over.  
  

Churches may have difficulty catching up to people in these lifestyle segments and keeping 
track of them over time. They are often on the move trying to find cheaper accommodations. It is all too 
easy for them to become "statistics" rather than "people", and they know it. Their self-esteem may 
suffer as a result, and they may seem to average church members as cynical or selfish. Nevertheless, 
Aspirational Fusion have undeveloped potential and undiscovered gifts that can be released with 
intentional mentoring and practical support. 
  

The churches that are most successful reaching people in this group tend to be very committed 
to social services. They provide programs to help people survive or find part or full time employment. 
They often help people complete High School educations or find specialized training for a future career. 
Churches that emphasize personal transformation through addiction intervention, experiences of the 
Holy Spirit, and the power of positive thinking may also attract their attention. One way or another, 
people are looking for a changed life and a fresh start.  
  

People in this lifestyle group are apt to resonate with St. Paul's encouragement never to lose 
heart (2 Cor. 4:1-18). They seek an honest, unapologetic, and open statement of the truth, and are eager 
to experience the promises of God: For it is the God who said, "Let light shine out of darkness," who 
has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus 
Christ (2 Cor. 4:6 NRSV). The churches with which they connect may seem somewhat rundown or 
shabby as a property, but are upbeat and optimistic as a congregation. Members understand that the 
church is just a "clay jar" that contains "hidden treasure". Therefore, even if they are afflicted in any 
way (crushed, perplexed, forsaken, or struck down) they do not despair. They seek to better their lives 
on earth, but also to glimpse the eternal.  

  
 


