
Hoping that prayer works

Feeling lonely and frustrated, anxieties about guilt and death  
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          Economic Challenges often find faith to be important, but they may approach the church with 
some caution. At worst they are alienated from the institutional church because of past experiences of 
hurt, rejection, or judgement. At best they may have different expectations of religion that established 
churches may not appreciate. The church may have to be very adaptive, and be willing to go out of 
their way, to bless these people. Ministries with the segments that make up this lifestyle group are 
rarely self-sustaining. They depend on the extreme generosity of church members, and partnerships 
with other social services, health care, and government agencies.  
  

Experian suggests that this group includes the poorest lifestyle segments in the country. They 
are isolated in towns and cities, with poor educations and very low incomes. This ethnic mix of people 
age 45-75 tends to be transient, unattached, and living in communities surrounded by commercial 
businesses or industries with endemic problems of poverty and crime. Some have reconciled 
themselves to stagnant lifestyles, but others are remarkably ambitious and strive to improve their lives. 
They may spend idle hours in bars and billiard rooms, watching TV, and occasionally gambling. On the 
other hand, they may cheer for their local sports team, take continuing education courses, march in a 
protest, volunteer in the community … and get active in a church. 
  
Their faith in God has more than a hint of desperation, and they may need a miracle. They crave status 
and recognition, and need to raise their self-esteem. Many have hopes for a fresh start and a new life, 
but don't know where to begin. They may well doubt that it is even possible. Their desperation and 
hope might remind Christians of the nameless woman "who had been suffering from hemorrhages for 
twelve years", and who steps from the crowd just to touch the fringe of Jesus' cloak (Mat. 9:19-22).  



 Apparently, this happened many times, for the Gospels also report that great crowds of poor 
and afflicted people gathered wherever he was, and pressed in from all sides just to touch him (Luke 
6:17-19). This woman was one who believed that power emanated from him, and that she only had to 
touch his garment to be made well. Jesus feels it instantly. "Take heart, daughter! Your faith has made 
you well!" (Mat. 9:22) 
  

The segments in this lifestyle group can be hard to reach. Many churches can provide social 
services that provide food, clothing, temporary and low-income housing, medical care and other 
necessities. These people will use the church gladly ... but that does not mean they will join the 
congregation, attend worship regularly, and ultimately escape the trap in which they are caught. The 
truth is that these people want more than social services. They want a fresh start and a new life. 
  

The churches that are most successful blessing these lifestyle segments train and deploy clergy 
and lay leaders to go beyond beneficial programs to sustain mentoring or coaching relationships. 
These churches develop support groups and counseling opportunities, and develop educational 
partnerships that enable them to leave this lifestyle group behind and become more upwardly mobile.  
  

  
 


