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Welcome everyone. My name is Brian James with Frontiers and I'm delighted that you decided 
to join me today for a quick look at the changing role of technology in missions. Now, this is not 
an 8-minute topic, so my focus here is going to be on "How Everyday Technology is Being Used 
by Average Believers" is impacting missions to unreached peoples in cities. And I also want to 
share some potential implications for you and your ministry as well as a couple of resources that I 
think will be invaluable as you continue to learn. 
 
Perhaps the best place for me to begin is by sharing with you the story of Donna, a real-life 
missionary working among Muslims in Asia. Donna hired Amira, a local woman, a Muslim, a 
window, and a mother of two small boys to work around her house once a week. They 
developed a good friendship and Donna prayed for Amira often and she saw opportunities to 
share the Good News with her but fell ineffective because of her limited language skills. 
However, God provided a unique opportunity one day for Donna to clearly communicate the 
Gospel to Amira. You see, Amira, like so many others, despite her poverty, was able overtime is 
scrimped, and to save, and eventually buy a new used phone that was media capable. And she 
used that phone to play Bollywood videos as she went about her. It brought her great joy. And 
she stored those videos on a little micro SD card like this. Now, if you're not familiar with micro 
SD cards, these are obviously very small, they're lightweight, they're durable. They're incredibly, 
inexpensive only $3 or so per card. They're available all over the world.  And perhaps most 
importantly, they store a huge amount of media and can be used in nearly every non-iPhone in 
the world today, including non-smartphones like the one that Amira purchased. Well, noticing 
how Amira was using her phone, Donna had an idea, she knew that she was not fluent in the 
language. But she knew the media was and she had a micro SD card filled with Jesus stories in 
Amira's language. Now she passed that micro SD card onto Amira and she knew exactly what to 
do with that.  
 
She immediately put it into her phone and over the following weeks she and her boys began to 
watch those videos and listen to those stories about Jesus.  And it changed their lives. They 
decided to follow Jesus. Not only that, but Amira began to pray for her neighbors and even 
share those Jesus stories with her mobile phone with her neighbors as well. And over time, 
some of her neighbors came to faith as well. So, thanks to an inexpensive little $3.00 piece of 



technology. A new story of redemption began in that little neighborhood in Asia that continues 
to this very day. And who knows where that story may ultimately end.  
 
Well, these micro SD cards are great for personal evangelism, but they're being used more 
strategic ways as well. I could share stories of how they are helping to fuel movements of people 
to Christ in places like Africa, and Asia, and the Middle East. And this is just one of the ways that 
technology can help. Once we get Gospel media onto our phones, it can be shared in a variety 
of ways, including social media apps, like Facebook, and Twitter. and WeChat. It can be a shared 
phone to phone using technologies like Bluetooth. Once Gospel Media is on our phone, Gospel 
media, like the Bible. It is able to go viral. And speaking of the Bible, we're well aware of how 
important that is to missions and how many languages are still without a translation. We also 
know how hard, and long, and tedious the traditional work of Bible translation and distribution 
can be. Well, technology is helping here as well. You see, thanks to mobile phones and better 
computer software. It's now possible to include more locals much more easily in the work of 
Bible translation and to publish early and publish often. The result is better translations 
developed much more quickly than any time in the past. And once the Bible has been 
translated, technology is helping with Bible distribution as well. Now we're still printing Bibles of 
course, but digital distribution is having a dramatic impact on access to the Scriptures.   
 
Consider for example, an Uzbek seeker, whether she is in Tashkent, Uzbekistan, or Toronto, 
Canada. She's able to easily find and instantly download a Bible app in her own language. Not 
only that, but that Bible app will include not just the text of the Bible but probably audio and 
perhaps even video as well. Now, this is really significant when we consider how many cultures 
around the world today have a strong preference for orality. Even where the average person is 
highly literate. So, thanks to technology, we are seeing the Bible translated more quickly more 
accurately and made more available in a more engaging way to people all over the world. Well, 
creation and distribution of Gospel content is just one of the ways that technology is helping.  
 
You see, media today has a measure of interactivity to it. We are in a sense able to wrap Gospel 
content. Whether it's God's word, or the Jesus film, or some other media. We're able to wrap 
that in a broader strategy. We're able to advertise to people with near laser-like efficiency to 
make them aware of the availability of God's Word in their language. We're able to begin 
dialogue with people over social media platforms and messaging apps. And, yes, even over the 
phone and traditional face to face methods as well. This is the reason why one worker in the 
Arab Gulf recently commented that in just three weeks of running a social media campaign, she 
developed more high-value contacts and some more fruit than she had in the previous several 
years of traditional ministry. I don't think it is too audacious for me to suggest that thanks to 
technology and media. We've entered a new phase in missions that is allowing us to reach the 
unreached faster and more effectively than any previous time in history. In a world where 80% of 
the population is using a mobile phone, more people own a mobile phone in fact than own a 
toothbrush. And we're more than 50% are actively engaging with others on social media and 
getting access to the Internet. The question before us is how quickly and how fully we will 
embrace the opportunities before us.  
 



So how about you? How do these shifts in technology and media admissions impact you in your 
ministry? Well, if you're a field worker or preparing to go, I want to encourage you to begin to 
see media as the second heart language of the people you are trying to reach. And I want to 
encourage you to see your mobile phone as a strategic ministry tool that can be used along with 
media for greater fruitfulness in your ministry. Learn to use media to share the Gospel and if 
you're a missions pastor or otherwise involved in preparing people to go serve long-term or 
even short-term, I want you to consider the power and potential of medias and how you can train 
people to leverage these for greater impact.  
 
This is a must today if you are involved in preparing people to go. And even if you're not 
preparing to go overseas, I encourage you: get it, get educated, and get 
equipped. This same power of mobiles and media that can be used for sharing the Gospel in 
Kathmandu or Kazakhstan can be used just as effectively in America or the United Kingdom. 
Well, in closing, let me share a couple of resources that I think will be helpful. The first is the 
website of the mobile ministry form a global mission’s network that seeks to catalyze the church 
to use media and mobile devices for missions. They offer a wealth of wonderful free resources - 
everything from eBooks and inspiring stories to video presentations and even a comprehensive 
curriculum for self-paced or a group study. You can find them at www.mobileministryforum.org. 
And secondly, Indigitous. Indigitous is a global community, encouraging people to use their 
God-given talents in a digital realm. They offer a wide variety of articles and blog posts and apps 
that will help you do just that. Thank you for joining me again today and I want to pray that God 
will give you wisdom and discernment as you consider how He would have you respond to these 
new opportunities that we have to share the Good News of Christ. Thanks to technology 
and media. God bless. 
 


