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Hi, greetings! My name is Chad Isenhart. I'm the International Response Director for Foursquare 
Disaster Relief, which is an arm of the Foursquare Church here in the US. And I wanted to talk to 
you just a little bit about Relief and Disaster Relief and the role that it plays in our response as the 
Foursquare Church as well as some of the thoughts about what we believe the role of relief is in 
mission, and missions, and the role of the local church.  
 
We really feel that relief is a vital part of our mission in our approach to sharing the Gospel with 
people as well as our missional approach through our Foursquare Missions Department. And 
part of that is looking at the role of the local church and the tool that the local church can be in 
the midst of crises, and disasters, and human suffering. And of course, this is in the context of 
when we have a local church in an area where maybe they can -or a country- where they can 
reach out to another area where maybe there's people that don't know Christ. And I think in the 
context where there isn't a local church, I think we're also looking at it as an opportunity for there 
to be a church planted or an expression of the Gospel to go into that community and be in to 
build relationships and really finding that man or woman of peace that would continue to grow 
and develop relationships and disciples. But in the case of this day and age where we see more 
and more disasters happening, human suffering is on the rise; you have both man-made and 
natural disasters, war conflict, civil unrest, terrorism; and you see migration of peoples going 
from one area, maybe to another to try to find safety and security. The more and more of these 
happens, we really see the heart of God in which we search for the heart of God and say Lord, 
what is our role to play in this? How do we, as the global church and as the Foursquare 
movement, how do we begin to address this and really see your heart in everything that we do 
in our missional approach to meeting this suffering of people? And we really feel like that -the 
Lord is saying that is an integral part of what He wants to do as believers. We see that in 
Scripture, and through the life of Jesus, as well as the leading of the Holy Spirit to say that we 
want to do something about this. We don't want to sit idly by while people suffer when we, as a 
church, have the opportunity and the biblical mandate to do something about it.  
 
And so, we've seen it as an integral part of what we do, both in the US here as well as around the 
globe, working to support and equip the church and believers in those areas, giving them the 
tools and the resources to begin to reach out when people are suffering, to alleviate that. And 
we see time and time again that when people are suffering, when all of their hope is gone, when 



they are in the midst of crises, whether they've lost their family members, their businesses, their 
homes, their livelihoods, that when they're suffering, walls come down and all they're doing is 
they're looking for hope, they're looking for answers. They're looking for somebody to give 
them a hand up and to say, "We're here," "We love you," "We support you," to give them that 
cup of cold water and that bowl of hot soup and do it in Jesus name. And we see, that when we 
do that, in Jesus' name, Oh man, so often peoples lives' -the barriers come down and their 
openness to receiving not only obviously the physical care, but that integral mission of saying 
the proclamation and demonstration of Jesus is love, we see people come to Christ. And we 
think about it in the context of local churches being in areas where they know their 
communities, they know their language, they know their culture, they know the geography -have 
a whole different relationship in that community that when disaster strikes, if we are able to 
resource and equip those that know those things whether there's a local church or just a man or 
woman of peace that we can support when there isn't a local church, you have such a quicker 
ability to respond to these needs. Imagine with me if somebody from the Middle East is able to 
minister in Arabic to somebody and talk to them about why they're there, what are they doing, 
what are their needs. And through that being able to say, "We're here because Jesus cares for 
you and loves you. Imagine how impactful that is, when somebody can relate and talk to 
somebody in their heart language. It's incredible. 
 
And so, from our standpoint, we do as much as we can to resource and equip local believers, 
local churches to do that. And then of course in the times when we don't have a local context or 
a man or woman of peace, we always look at partnerships. Partnership is a huge value and a 
huge part of our approach to relief as mission. Looking at partnership, of course, with local 
churches, local believers in the nation that we're looking at serving, but also partnership with the 
US Foursquare Church as well as other organizations - nonprofits, NGOs, looking to say how can 
we all come together corporately to do something together that we couldn't do on our own? 
This is bringing in experts on specific sectors like food, or water, or shelter, that might be 
bringing in experts in trauma, in counseling, in chaplaincy. That might be bringing in experts 
that are experts -versed in water sanitation and hygiene. That might be bringing water engineers 
and those that can address and look at things like clean water and what is the right reproach to 
bringing well drillers or catch basins or you know, any number of things; bringing experts on 
nutrition to say if children are starving in dealing with famine and starvation, how do we bring in 
somebody to address the food and security issues and make sure that we're providing the right 
type of assistance to help young people get off that cliff of starvation.  
 
So, partnership is about bringing together the corporate collaborative approach to the need as 
opposed to doing things independently. Unfortunately, a lot of times when disasters hit, 
everybody tries to rush in, and help, and do things with the people that they know, or try to find 
relationships, instead of coming together and corporately saying, hey, how do we do things so 
we don't duplicate efforts, but strategically approach different areas, and regions as well as 
different types of responses so that we can do things to the at most excellence. And so, we value 
that, we have a course internally, we have a limitation of our capacity in disaster responses. And 
so, if we don't look at partnership often times too, we do have a limit to what we can do. But 
when we don't -when we look at partnerships, it blows the roof off of that capacity and really 
allows us to say, Lord, what do you want us to do? How do you want us to address this and what 



can we do together something that we can't do alone? The other things that I think a lot about is 
our approach to unreached and under-reached areas. And what is relief?  How does relief play a 
part in reaching the unreached and under-reached? Of course, unreached and under-reached 
peoples are unreached and difficult to access places for a reason, right? Whether it's political 
access limitations, whether it's religious, whether it's geographic and it's difficult to get into 
these areas. There's obviously any number of different reasons why unreached people are 
unreached.  
 
But when we think about relief in the context of mission, and how do we use this as a tool to 
reach more people for Christ and to really complete the Great Commission, that Jesus asked us 
to do. If you view it as a tool, all of a sudden, some of these unreached areas might become 
reachable, if we would use relief as part of our missional approach. And what do I mean by that 
is, some of these areas were disasters happen regularly, or whether it's poverty, or different 
needs, if we would begin to see relief as an access point for some of these areas and a way to 
get in, and a way to address that, of course, the element of human suffering God does not want 
His people to suffer and so the heart of God is to say that we will be the good Samaritan. We will 
reach out. We have a biblical mandate to help people in need, but also do it in Jesus name. And 
so, if we begin to use this as an inroad, or an access point and really view relief as mission, all of 
a sudden, some of these areas where we couldn't get into with church planters or pastors or 
missionaries in the traditional sense. But if we could get in with humanitarian workers, 
humanitarian missionaries. What if we would say, we're simply coming in to say we're providing 
food and water and shelter in times of disasters and all of sudden through that we begin to 
develop those men and women of peace where we would then continue with relationship then 
we see, of course, people come to Christ, and then the expression of the Church can go from 
there.  
 
So, I want to just encourage you missional leaders, and pastors and followers of Christ that if we 
begin to really seek after the heart of God and what He has for us, and really, what his heart is for 
His people around the globe that are suffering. I encourage you to pray and ask the Lord, "Lord, 
what is our part to play in this and how can we begin to see relief as an integral part of our 
mission's expression in our approach to reaching the unreached and under-reached as well as 
those that have fallen away from the Lord?" So, God bless you. Thank you for letting me have me 
a bit of your time and just encourage -hopefully this encourages you to see things a little bit 
differently and to begin to seek the Lord's heart for the harvest. Amen.  
 


