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Hi, my name is Jenny Yang, and I 'm the Vice President for Advocacy and Policy at World Relief.  
We know that immigration is a tough topic. Our governments are constantly debating what they 
should be doing to respond. But I believe we have -as a church- have a higher responsibility and 
that is to go back to Scripture to understand theologically what God says about migration, but 
also missionally, what is God doing through the movement of people. I fundamentally believe 
that God is on the move as people are on the move. In fact, right now, not only are millions of 
people moving from one place to another, but we have the phenomenon of forced 
displacement where people are being forced to flee from their homes and go to another place 
to seek safety. There is estimated around 65 million who have been forcibly displaced from their 
homes, around 20 million of them are refugees or people who have actually had to cross an 
international border. This is causing a lot of stress and challenges in many host communities.  
 
In addition, a lot of refugees themselves are wondering whether or not they can even ever go 
back to their homes. I think we, as a church, have an incredible responsibility to respond to 
refugees, to immigrants, that are coming into communities and to welcome them with the 
hospitality that Jesus actually commands of us in Scripture. But I also do think that this presented 
an incredible mission opportunity for us in the church. I think what we see in Scripture is that 
from Genesis to Revelation that migration is a fundamental topic of Scripture. Not only do we 
see almost every single major biblical character as an immigrant. From Abraham, who was  
called to leave his homeland and to go to another land that God would show him. And to Ruth, 
who was a Moabite woman who followed her mother-in-law into a land in which she was an 
immigrant. A migrant worker. And it was through her hard work ethic that she was actually able 
to be noticed by Boaz and they fell in love. And that's one of the great love stories of Scripture. 
But perhaps, the greatest refugee or immigrant among Scriptures is Jesus himself. He is 
someone who was forced to flee from his home to go into Egypt in order to seek safety. Mary 
and Joseph fled with him as an infant into a land in order to save his life.  
 
So, when Jesus says in Matthew 25 that, "I was a stranger and you welcomed me," he's literally 
identifying himself in the story of an immigrant because he himself knows what it was like to flee 
his home to go to another land to seek safety. All we also know in Scriptures is that God loves 
that immigrant and he calls us to love the immigrant as well. The word for immigrant in the Old 
Testament or throughout Scriptures is "ger" - G-E-R and this was mentioned 92 times in the Old 



Testament alone. And what you'll see is that, the idea of the immigrant, the widow, the orphan, 
the poor, are oftentimes grouped together because these were individuals who didn't have 
societal or communal structures to help them as they oftentimes lost their homes with their 
family members. Or didn't have money in order to help them thrive.  
 
So, we know that God commands us to love the stranger as well. But what we also see is that we 
know in the New Testament, God calls us to reach the nations for Him. We know the Great 
Commission in Matthew 28 - that we're to go to the end of the earth to share the Gospel with all 
those who do not know of Jesus yet. What we see in the opportunity of migration or in migration 
as a challenge I would say, is an opportunity to reach the nations for Christ without even having 
to ever leave our own backyards. God, I believe, is moving the nations and He's almost 
redeeming the suffering even, that people have been going through, I think, to put them or to 
have them in situations where the church can meet them in their need, as well as to share the 
Good News of Jesus to them as well.  
 
Acts 17 reminds us that, "from one-man God meet every nation of men and He determined the 
times and the places in which they would live, and He did this so that men would perhaps reach 
out for Him and find Him." What this means is that it's not an accident that our communities are 
diversifying. It's not an accident that we have this perhaps phenomenon of global migration. But 
God is using the movement of people to place people in position so that they can actually reach 
out to Him and find Him. What this means is that, the Church has an incredible opportunity to 
reach out to our neighbors, especially to those who are our new neighbors -immigrants and 
refugees and others who are finding their ways into our neighborhoods to share the Good News 
with them. But not also just to share the Good News with them, but to receive the Gospel for 
them. Many of the people who are fleeing are Christians themselves and have a vibrant faith. 
And I believe even as much as we are called to share the Gospel, we're called to receive the 
Gospel from our immigrant neighbors as well. I believe, not only are we able to fulfill the Great 
Commission in Matthew 28, but we're also able to love our neighbors as ourselves in Matthew 
22.  
 
So, I believe, we're able to not only carry out the Great Commandment and loving our neighbors 
but fulfill the Great Commission in reaching the nations for Christ by loving our immigrant 
neighbors. We oftentimes talk about migration is changing the face of the nations, which it is, 
but I also believe that migration is changing the face of global Christianity. That God is using the 
movement of people to actually bring them into places where they can actually, fundamentally 
get to know Himself. But the only way that they're going to be able to do that is if we, as a 
Church respond with hospitality, with the Christ-like hospitality. What the "philoxenia" literally, 
what it says in Scripture, is a hospitality that is radical that invites not just our family and friends to 
the table, but also our enemies as well. And it's in this hospitality that I believe we could enter 
into relationships to really transform others, but also ourselves, be transformed in the process of 
relationship as well. So, I hope this is a little bit of an overview of what we've been seeing 
through the movement of people as an incredible opportunity for us to participate in the 
missional purposes of God. 


