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Hi, my name is Rita Elmounayer and I'm the Chief of Channels Officer and CEO Designate in a 
Satellite TV ministry called SAT-7. I'm from Lebanon, a small country in the Middle East, an area 
that is full of conflict and pain. A region where, according to the UNDP, 50% are functionally 
illiterate. Where there is no freedom of press. Sadly, few human, religious or women's rights, and 
no real democracy. Many have lost hope and trust in their governments, neighbors, religion and 
even in God. It is in this context that we live and serve with SAT-7 broadcasting messages of 
faith, hope, forgiveness, reconciliation and peace. 
 
SAT-7 is the television service by and for the people in the Middle East and North Africa, 
broadcasting around the clock through four different satellite TV channels. Two in Arabic, one in 
Farsi and one in Turkish. With a measured viewership of millions and many more watching 
globally through our online streaming services and social media. Today, over 400,000,000 
people in our region have a satellite dish and are all potential viewers of our inspiring programs 
presenting the love of Christ, His teachings and messages of salvation. It is through un-
censorable satellite television and increasingly social media that we can introduce to millions the 
Good News about a God of Love, a God who personally understands suffering and death, and 
to a Gospel that makes sense in a such a senseless world.  
 
Our aim is to make the Gospel available to everyone in the MENA region through high-quality, 
locally-produced and engaging programming. These programs demonstrate God's love in a 
whole variety of ways. From testimonies of changed lives, the children's programs that build 
biblical knowledge, to discussions about how Christians can serve their communities, to 
programs that promote the rights of women. We seek to serve the whole person meeting their 
physical, social, intellectual, emotional as well as spiritual needs. We broadcast our locally-made 
programs and high-quality acquired content like movies, documentaries, and cartoons on our 4 
satellite television channels - SAT-7 Arabic, SAT-7 Kids, SAT-7 Pars and SAT-7 Turk. Serving the 
three primary language groups of the region. Languages spoken by half a billion people. Our 
channels are shown on the leading satellite platform for each audience, helping us to reach as 
many people as possible. Our strong ethos, and carefully formulated, culturally-sensitive 
programming policy, have meant we are often able to broadcast on satellites where other 
Christian channels are not able to. Today, we are the only Christian ministry able to broadcast on 
the government-regulated (SAT-7 Turk) for Turkey and on (Sat-7 Pars) for Iran.  



 
I can say to you with all confidence, we are in the business of changing than news to be Good 
News. We are investing in people's lives, especially when these lives are still young. 50% of the 
Middle East today are under the age of 21. These are the children and youth that will change the 
future of the Middle East because they were introduced to God's love through SAT-7 programs. 
We are in the business of helping people not to fix their eyes on what is seen, but on what is 
unseen. Since what is seen is temporary. But what is unseen is eternal. We are in the business of 
reminding people through our programs that there is hope. And see through hope given by the 
God above all hardships and pain. 
 
And let me finish with what might be a big surprise for many living in the West. The openness of 
the peoples in the Middle East. For example, the church in Iran is today recognized as the fastest 
growing Evangelical Church in the world, despite all the oppression and persecution. Satellite 
television and more recently-online services have been the main drivers for this growth. We 
thank God for the availability of these in new technologies in our historically difficult to reach 
part of God's harvest field.  
 


