The World
Comes to
Wheaton:
How do
God's People
Respond?

Changing demographics oﬀer
an opportunity to rethink the
American church and how to
minister in increasingly multiethnic communities. Wheaton,
a historically white evangelical
center, is in a county that
illustrates the national trends.
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Occupations⁶
Stereotypes about foreign workers mask
the variety of socio-economic situations of
the foreign-born in DuPage County

Race and Ethnicity
DuPage County (Western suburbs of Chicago including
Wheaton) is increasingly Hispanic and Asian
2020 Projection
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The changes in DuPage County are also occurring around the U.S.
13% of the U.S. population is foreign born.
Top 5 countries of origin for
foreign born people living in
DuPage County⁴

The top 5 countries of
origin for foreign born in
the United States⁵
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Why care?
Diverse populations are an opportunity
for outreach, not a threat to Christianity
or the American way of life.
Churches will not grow with this new
reality if their strategies and styles remain
culturally white.
Knowledge of world religions is now
important for local churches, not just
mission organizations.
Not all immigrants are poor and in need
of English teaching or social service.
Many are professionals and/or have good
family networks.

What does eﬀective outreach to multi-cultural communities look like?

Learning about God's heart for the world and about ethnic communities in your local area
Listening to the questions, needs and worldviews of diverse neighbors
Letting Go of American cultural baggage in our expressions of the gospel and church
Linking in partnership with others - such as Mission on Our Doorsteps, International
Students Inc. (ISI), and Ethnic America Network

Sources:

1. 1970 - 2010 US Census data. Race and ethnicity de nitions changed with the 2000 and 2010 census, therefore the
Hispanic/non-Hispanic distinction is not comparable prior to 2000 and data can sum to more than 100% as people
identify with multiple races. Hispanic is an ethnicity not a race. Above data does not include American Indian and Paci c
Islanders, who are a very small proportion of the population. Even with changes in de nitions and the diﬃculty of
comparing historical data, the changes in race and ethnicity in DuPage County are signi cant.
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2. GMI projection from multiple sources
3. 2000 and 2010 US Census
4. US Census, American Community Survey 2009, DuPage County, IL
5. US Census, American Community Survey 2009
6. US Census, 2012 Estimate, Foreign Born Pro le Data, DuPage County, IL

The regional content and country pro les for a speci c
region are now available in one easy-to-use PDF le.
Available today at
http://store.gmi.org/operation-world-7th-edition-regional-pro les-p-1663.html

