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AMSAF Continues to grow
and Help the Community

Happy New Year to everyone
from AMSAF and we hope
your year is starting out with
everything you planned for.
AMSAF is going into our 8th
year as a business and our 
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fifth year of having our annual
“Riding for the Long Haul”.

ADOT the ability to set a
Highway Safety Fee,
based on what is needed
to fund the AZ Highway
Patrol’s budget. It was
thought that it would not
be over $18, but has
ended up adding a $32
fee to each registration.
In some cases, this is
larger than the registra-
tion fee in total. HB2019
is its counter part, but
may not have to be
heard if SB1001 contin-
ues through the process.

- HB2319- HURF trans-
fers; highway patrol;
repeal
Repeals the statute that
allows Highway User
Revenue Funds (HURF)
to be used for Highway
Patrol budget. 
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What is “Riding for the Long Haul”
anyway?? Riding for the Long Haul
was started five years ago to try
and help everyone be able to ride
for a LONG time.  

We wanted it to be an event where
the community came together to
help reduce crashes and fatalities
here in Arizona. Our goal was to
have vendors and Sponsors pro-
moting their goods and also pro-
moting safety ideas that will help
us all be safer. This can be in the
way of Safety gear, safety tips,
seminars, Insurance, legal, health-
care and many other opportunities. 

Each year our event has grown in
the number of vendors and folks
attending.  We will have food at
this event, band, police doing drill
maneuvers on their motorcycles
and many vendors with goods to
sell and ideas to share with you
that we hope will help you become
a better rider or to help you Share
the Road. 

One of the ways that we help the
community is to give out financial
motorcycle training assistance
every month. We’ve heard from
many of you that you can’t afford
to take a motorcycle training
course and we feel this education

fault of the Car” Guess what? 50%
of motorcycle crashes are the fault
of the motorcycle rider” We all
have responsibility in this and
that’s why we talk about Sharing
the Road. We have to look out for
each other. We don’t need alcohol,
drugs, left turns or distracted driv-
ers or riders involved. Let’s share
the road and help reduce crashes
and fatalities here in Arizona. 

Here’s our challenge to you. We
want to help a lot of riders, passen-
gers and 4 wheel vehicles to re-
duce crashes and fatalities here in
Arizona.  Here’s an opportunity to
spend part of the day with us and
hopefully come away with being a
safer driver or rider.  Let’s show the
public that we need and want their
help and we’re here to try and re-
duce crashes and fatalities here in
Arizona. One motorcycle rider
death is one to many. Together we
can make a difference.

Our event is FREE to get into and
we have a Band, Raffle items, ven-
dors, food, and fashion show, po-
lice drill maneuvers and much
more. The State will be there,
Healthcare, Insurance, Police,
Legal and much different 
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is critical to helping to
reduce crashes and
fatalities.  That’s why
we work hard to raise
money from an event
like Riding for the
Long Haul and Grants
that we receive.
We’ve been able to
give out over 2500
Scholarships through-
out the State to help
individuals age 15 ½
to over age 70.  We
want to continue giv-
ing out Scholarships
and helping the com-
munity. 

I saw a power point
slide the other day and
it said “50% of motor-
cycle crashes are the

Motorcycle 
Awareness
Program
M.A.P.

Bobbi Hartmann
Motorcycle Awareness Program

MMA State
Coordinator

The 2019 legislative session is well
under way. There are an enormous
amount of bills, resolutions and
memorials waiting to be heard.

A fair amount of the work is done
prior to session starting. Deciding
what to introduce next session, fin-
ishing touches on any research
needed, building a case along with
the code to carry it out, getting a
sponsor and opening of a folder
and stakeholder meetings to gain
support. All of those take time.

We have once again introduced
our Anti-Profiling Memorial. This is
not a bill, which creates legislation,
but rather a memorial that pro-
motes awareness of motorcycle
profiling and encourages collabo-
ration and communication with the
motorcycle community and law en-
forcement officials to prevent in-
stances of profiling. That will be
our approach.

As I write this, we are still waiting
to have our memorial assigned to
committee. Hopefully soon. It will

most likely be assigned to the Judi-
ciary Committee and we have con-
fidence that Representative Allen
will hear it. The bottom line is cre-
ating awareness that profiling ex-
ists and setting up a working
relationship between the motorcy-
cle lobbyists and law enforcement
to resolve future issues.

As some of you may have heard,
Representative Friese has again
introduced his Helmet Fee
bill(HB2246). It would require adult
riders to pay a fee, in order to ride
without a helmet. Unbelievably, it is
the same exact language that we
shut down 2 years ago with an 8-0
NO vote. However, we understand
that if he doesn’t think he has the
votes, prior to committee, he may
just pull the bill. If not, our testi-
monies are already written!

Below are a few of the other bills
that we are following:
- SB1001- highway safety fee;
repeal; VLT
Statute 28-2007 was created last
year and gives the director of 
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MMA of Arizona District Meeting Times & Locations
Eagle/Leather District
2nd Saturday at 10 am
Charley’s Place
4324 W. Thunderbird Rd.
Glendale, AZ

Rim Country District
2nd Sunday at 10 am 
American Legion post 69
on Hwy 260 
Payson, AZ

Verde Valley District
We still meet 2nd Sunday at 11am,
Moose Lodge # 1449 - 1051 S. Broad-
way, 
Clarkdale, AZ 86324

MMA of Arizona Membership

What is the MMA?
MMA is a Motorcyclists Rights Or-
ganization (MRO) comprised of mo-
torcyclists and motorcycle
enthusiasts who are concerned with
the future, safety, and welfare of
motorcycling. We are a non-profit,
educational organization dedicated
to improving the social atmosphere
that surrounds motorcyclists, and
protecting the individual freedoms
of citizens. 

We are an association that lobbies
and educates the government and
the general public to promote mo-
torcycling in a safe and positive
image. When you become a mem-
ber of the MMA of Arizona, you
make a difference in the ongoing
mission to protect your right to ride
and enjoy the motorcycle of your
choice, your choice of riding ap-
parel, and when and where you can
ride a motorcycle. These issues are
real and present in today’s “protect
yourself from yourself” political en-
vironment. This holds true for all
levels of government.

At the state level we have a lobbyist
who regularly visits our state capital
to lobby our legislators on the is-
sues concerning the motorcyclists
in Arizona. On the national level we
are aligned with the National Coali-
tion of Motorcyclists (NCOM), and
several other motorcycle rights or-
ganizations.

Memberships are open to anyone
regardless of what type of motorcy-
cle you ride, if any. All memberships
include: The Motorcycle Patriot
Newsletter, Membership Card,
$4,000 Accidental Death & Dis-
memberment Benefit, Event Up-
dates, Voting Guides, and the
ability to interact with some of the
most politically active motorcyclists
in the state of Arizona.

The MMA of Arizona needs the sup-
port of all motorcycle riders and we
hope you will consider joining this
dedicated organization.

Please join us in the cause to pro-
tect your rights.

Join the MMA Today! 
MMA of Arizona 

625 W. Deer Valley Road 
Suite 103-481 

Phoenix, Arizona 85027 
 

 
 

PERSONAL MEMBERSHIP 
Individual Annual: ($25.00)           Individual Lifetime: ($250.00) 
New to MMA-AZ:        Renew a Membership:       Update/Transfer Membership: 
 
Check the district you wish to join - You may join any one district of your choice 
Eagle/Leather        Superstition         Rim Country       Verde Valley       White Mountain          
First Name: _____________ Last Name: ________________ Road Name: _____________ 
Phone 1: _____________ Phone 2: ____________ Email: _________________________ 
Mailing Address: ______________________________________________ 
City: _____________________________ State: ______ Zip: ____________ 
Registered Voter: Yes      No       Volunteer: Yes      No 
 
BUSINESS MEMBERSHIP 
Business Annual: ($120.00)         Business Lifetime ($500.00) 
New to MMA-AZ:        Renew a Membership:       Update/Transfer Membership: 
 
Check the district you wish to join - You may join any one district of your choice 
Eagle/Leather        Superstition         Rim Country        Verde Valley       White Mountain          
Business Category: 
Bar and/or Restaurant       Lodging        Clothing       Motorcycle Repair/Parts/Accessories        
Real Estate       Services & Miscellaneous       Organizations or Clubs 
 
Business Name: _______________________ Business Website: ____________________ 
Business Address: ______________________________________________ 
City: _____________________________ State: ______ Zip: ____________ 
Mailing Address: ______________________________________________ 
City: _____________________________ State: ______ Zip: ____________ 
 
Business Contact 1: ____________________ Business Contact 2: ___________________ 
 
Signature: _______________________________________ s Date: ____________ 
Recruited By: _____________________________________ 
Received By: _____________________________________ 

------ ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Please print clearly and completely. Mail this form along with payment to address above. 

Receipt for Membership MMA of Arizona 

Received By: ________________________ Amount: $ ________ Date: _________ 

Cash: Check #: ______ Note: _______________________________________ 

Attention All Yearly Members-Dues Increase
Effective on January 1, 2017 the yearly dues to be a member of the MMA of Arizona will be $25.  With the rising cost of operating costs such
as membership patches and year rockers and even postage it has finally become necessary for us to increase membership dues.  We thank
you all for your understanding and continued support. 

Lobbyist Report continued
Revises an additional statue that refers to that ac-
tion.
- HB2320- highway safety fee; reduction
Strikes out the language in 28-2007 that says the
Highway Safety Fee funds the entire highway pa-
trol budget and limits it to not more than $18. This
bill would be necessary if SB1001 which eliminates
28-2007 all together, does not pass.
- SB1046- early voting list; mailing ballot

Removes the prohibition on voting in-person at any
early voting location for all electors, including those
on the Permanent Early Voting List. It goes on to
allow those electors receiving an early ballot, to
cast a standard ballot at the poll, rather than a pro-
visional one on election day.
- HB2099- voting rights; restoration; felonies.
Automatically gives the voting rights back to a per-
son convicted of 2 or more felonies, at the time

they complete their probation or on their absolute
discharge from imprisonment. Over the years,
many of us have helped to restore the voting rights
of those that have lost them.
- SB1141- distracted driving
Revises Title 28, chapter 3, article 5 heading from
‘RECKLESS AND AGGRESSIVE DRIVING’ to
‘DRIVING VIOLATIONS. The new section of code
is somewhat vague. It states that you violate the
distracted driving section if in the presence of or
within the view of a peace officer, you engage in
any activity that is not related to the actual opera-
tion of the vehicle and your operation is an immedi-
ate hazard to another person, vehicle, property or
you do not have reasonable control of your vehicle.

continued page 5

Join MMA online - http://mma-az.org/about/mma-az-membership
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NCOM 
NEWSLETTER

Compiled & Edited by Bill Bish,
National Coalition of Motorcyclists (NCOM)

‘GREEN NEW DEAL’ SEEKS TO OUTLAW
GAS-POWERED VEHICLES AND GASSY
COWS
In very broad strokes, the Green New Deal leg-
islation laid out by Congressional Democrats
sets goals for some drastic measures to cut car-
bon emissions across the economy, from elec-
tricity generation to transportation to agriculture.

The nonbinding resolution calls for "10-year na-
tional mobilizations" toward accomplishing a se-
ries of objectives that the legislation lays out.
Among the most prominent, the deal calls for
"meeting 100 percent of the power demand in
the United States through clean, renewable,
and zero-emission energy sources."  The ulti-
mate goal is to eliminate fossil fuels, shifting
away from oil, coal and nuclear power, in favor
of eco-friendly energy such as wind and solar
power.

The Green New Deal calls for “replacing non-
essential individual means of transport with
high-quality and modern mass transit,” which is
a flowery way of calling for a ban on gas-pow-
ered passenger cars, trucks and motorcycles,
as well as airplanes.

According to the legislation, within the decade;
- Achieve a net-zero carbon economy with
100% clean renewable energy
- Eliminate internal combustion engines and ex-
pand electric car manufacturing
- Overhaul transportation systems and make air
travel obsolete by expanding high-speed rail
- Retrofit all existing buildings for energy effi-
ciency
- Work with farmers “to eliminate pollution and
greenhouse gas emissions” such as cow farts
- “Economic security” for all, including higher ed-
ucation, jobs, wages, housing and health care

In short, the legislative framework combines cli-
mate-change-related ideas with a “dream” list of
progressive economic proposals that would af-
fect every American and overhaul the U.S.
economy, all at an initial estimated cost of up to
$6.6 trillion a year over the decade.

Importantly, the bill, introduced on Feb 7 by
Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (D-NY), is a
nonbinding resolution, so even if it were to pass
it wouldn't itself create any new programs but
would instead establish a lofty set of ideals the
House should pursue in the coming years.

NUMBER OF AMERICAN HOUSEHOLDS
WITH MOTORCYCLES IS ON THE RISE
More U.S. households than ever before now
own one or more motorcycles.  A recent study
conducted by the Motorcycle Industry Council
(MIC) shows that the number of American
households with at least one motorcycle in their
garage has reached 8.02% in 2018.  According
to the MIC, in decades of surveying, this is the
highest percentage ever reached, and repre-
sents a 15.6-percent increase over 2014 (when
ownership was 6.94%); an increase of more
than 1.5 million homes.

“The household penetration numbers have al-
ways been among the most important figures to
us,” said MIC President and CEO Tim Buche.
“We’re certainly happy to see more homes that
have a motorcycle. Riders who talk about mo-
torcycling to friends and neighbors help to in-
spire people who don’t yet ride.”

Out of an estimated 126,224,000 households in

the United States, over 10 million now own (at
least) one bike.  In fact, the number of motorcy-
cles per household has been calculated to aver-
age around 1.30, meaning some families own
more than one bike.

According to the MIC survey, the total number of
motorcycles owned also reached record levels,
jumping to 13,158,100 last year, an increase of
more than 2.5 million motorcycles compared to
2014, the last time the MIC conducted the sur-
vey.  It is even higher than the previous record
from 2009 (11,704,500), which followed a long
period of high-volume new-bike sales.

The estimated number of motorcycles in use
rose to 12,231,000 in 2018, an increase of more
than 2 million since 2014.  And that number was
more than 1 million better than the record figure
from 2009, when 11,015,105 motorcycles were
in use.

“Modern motorcycles are high-quality machines,
enabling the pre-owned market to be a key part
of the overall growth in the motorcycle and rider
population,” said Jim Woodruff, secretary/trea-
surer of the MIC Board of Directors and COO of
National Powersport Auctions. “The annual pre-
owned market is actually three times larger than
the new market. Used bikes appeal to many rid-
ers because there are so many options in terms
of price and style.”

The percentage of motorcycles in running order
was down 3 percentage points, from 96.1% in
2014 to 93% in 2018.  “As used units become a
larger part of the overall motorcycle population,
it’s not surprising to see a slight decrease in the
percentage of operating units,” Woodruff said.
“Our research shows that the average age of a
pre-owned motorcycle sold in the U.S. is ap-
proximately eight years old.  Plus, vintage bikes
are on trend now and many riders are keeping
non-runners as part of their collection.”

FEDERAL JUDGE SEEKS EXPERT OPINIONS
ON MONGOLS PATCH SEIZURE
A federal judge presiding over the high-profile
Mongols motorcycle club trial has put out a
wide-ranging call for expert legal input on the
implications of the government’s unprecedented
efforts to gain control of the trademarked in-
signia worn by club members.

After a Santa Ana, Calif. jury decided in Decem-
ber that the club must forfeit the trademark to its
logo, U.S. District Judge David O. Carter’s deci-
sion to solicit briefs from a variety of experts, in-
cluding trademark attorneys, law school
professors, civil rights organizations and think
tanks, highlights the new legal ground being
broken in the first-of-its-kind Mongols racketeer-
ing and forfeiture case, which has drawn na-
tional attention and is virtually guaranteed to go
before the Ninth Circuit U.S. Court of Appeals
and perhaps the U.S. Supreme Court.

The judge has yet to rule on key legal issues re-
garding the government’s attempts to take the
Mongols trademarks, including whether strip-
ping the club of the rights to its patches or
blocking riders from using them would constitute
a violation of its members’ First Amendment
rights.

Unlike a typical racketeering case, in which spe-
cific members of an organization are charged
with crimes, the sole defendant in the current
legal battle is the Mongols organization itself.
As a result, attorneys for the Mongols also re-
quested the judge to ask legal experts to weigh
in on whether an organization is capable of
forming the intent to commit crimes.

Judge Carter is scheduled to hear arguments
on Feb. 28 over whether the verdicts in the
Mongols case should be tossed out over legal

technicalities or on constitutional grounds, ac-
cording to the Orange County Register.

MOTORSPORTS EXEMPTED FROM CON-
TROVERSIAL EU INSURANCE REQUIRE-
MENT
After extensive lobbying by numerous motor-
sport organizations, the European Parliament
has agreed to exempt bike racing from the Eu-
ropean Union’s Motor Insurance Directive (MID,
also known as Vnuk) which would have required
all motorcycles to have a form of road traffic in-
surance, even if they were specialist vehicles
not meant for the road.

As no insurance of this kind is commercially
available, this could have seen the end of mo-
torcycle racing as we know it across Europe.

IMCO, the European Parliament committee re-
sponsible for the MID, voted overwhelmingly in
favor of exempting motorsports by a vote tally of
32 to two.  During the discussion, members of
IMCO adopted a report recommending exclud-
ing “vehicles intended exclusively for motor-
sports” as “these vehicles are generally covered
by other forms of liability insurance.”

The report also made clear that it was neces-
sary a line should be drawn between 'in traffic'
and 'non-traffic' situations.

The MID was proposed after Damijan Vnuk, a
Slovenian farm worker, was knocked off a lad-
der by a tractor reversing across a farmyard.
After this incident, it was decided that all vehi-
cles, even those not destined for road use,
should be insured.

The MCIA (Motorcycle Industry Association in
Europe), together with U.K. bodies including the
Auto Cycle Union, Motorsport Industry Associa-
tion and Department for Transport lobbied
against the European Parliament alongside the
FIA, FIM and European Motorcycle Industry As-
sociation.

"This is great news and a big relief for motor-
sport of all types," said Tony Campbell, CEO of
the MCIA.  "The potential impact would have
been catastrophic and likely to result in the end
of motorsport as we know it."

There are still some legislative hurdles to over-
come; including gaining the agreement of the
EU Council, but a positive final verdict is ex-
pected later this year.

QUEBEC MAY OUTLAW MOTORCYCLES
DURING WINTER
Winter may not be the most convenient time to
ride a motorcycle, particularly in snowy northern
climates like in Canada, but it is possible, even
in extremely cold temperatures. But buried
within a proposed law is a provision that would
ban motorcycles from the streets of Quebec
completely during the winter months, according
to Canada Moto Guide.

Since 2008, Quebec has required that all vehi-
cles registered in the Canadian province be
equipped with snow tires rated for severe snow
and winter traction between December 15 and
March 15.  This effectively banned motorcycles
from the street, until recently.  Now there are
motorcycle snow tires available that meet Que-
bec's winter tire qualifications, making it legal to
take advantage of an unseasonably warm day
and go for a ride. Even the Sûreté du Québec,
the provincial police force, recommended that
motorcycles equipped with proper winter tires
be expressly permitted on the road during this
time of year.

Included in Bill 165, a bill to "better define the
vehicles covered by the mandatory use of winter
tires," however, is a provision that could put an
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end to all winter riding under any circumstances.
The bill reads, "In order to regulate such a prac-
tice, we are of the opinion that motorcycles and
mopeds must be exempted from the application
of section 440.1," the winter tire requirement.
"In addition, it would be necessary to add a pro-
vision [to the safety code] to prohibit their use
between December 15 and March 15.”

In other words, if the bill becomes law, it would-
n't matter what tires were on a motorcycle dur-
ing the winter -- it won't be allowed on the road
no matter what.  Another part of the bill pro-
poses extending the winter tire requirement,
and therefore the motorcycle ban, back two
weeks to begin December 1.

With the advent of heated riding gear and mo-
torcycle tires that meet all requirements for se-
vere snow and winter traction, bikers can safely
operate their machines year-round and legally
comply with Quebec's existing law…so why not
let them?

MADRID AND BARCELONA TO LIMIT TWO-
WHEELER ACCESS
Entering the Spanish cities of Barcelona and
Madrid on a motorcycle will now be a lot more
difficult, as new rules designed to reduce con-

gestion and pollution have come into play.

Madrid features a number of APRs (Áreas de
Prioridad Residencial), areas where non-resi-
dents are not allowed to drive, and speed limits
on roads into the capital have been lowered in
order to cut pollution.  Until now, motorcycles
have been exempt from any restrictions, but that
has changed as of November 30, 2018.  Ac-
cording to Spain’s motorcycle association, the
AMM (Asociación Mutua Motera), Madrid will
extend its current APRs into one big APR, called
Central Madrid.  The new APR will cover practi-
cally the entire downtown area of Madrid and
motorcycles will now be party to these new reg-
ulations.

Motorcycles that were registered before 2003
will be completely banned from the city centre
(38.79% of motorcycles in Madrid are registered
before 1 July 2003), whereas those registered
after that date can only enter the city between
07.00-22.00h.  People found to be riding a bike
into the city outside these parameters will be
fined 90 Euros ($102.29 USD).

MOTORCYCLES COULD COMPETE IN THE
OLYMPICS
Trials riding is an amazingly difficult sport requir-

ing years of practice, peak athleticism, and in-
credible control, and it may soon be an Olympic-
caliber sport if the International Motorcycling
Federation has anything to say about it.  The
FIM is appealing to the International Olympic
Committee to have Trial-E (trials riding on elec-
tric bikes) added as a sport to the 2024 Summer
Olympics, which will be held in Paris, France.  If
it is successful, Trial-E will be the first officially-
recognized Olympic motorsport.

New sports are being added to the Olympics
every year.  In 2020, the Tokyo Olympics will be
the first time we will see baseball and softball,
surfing, sports climbing, karate, and even skate-
board, all officially included as Olympic sports.
The current policy for inclusion of a sport, ac-
cording to IOC, is that it be: youth-focused,
equally accessible for men and women, sustain-
able, spectacular, practiced on all continents
and requires no new infrastructure, so trials rid-
ing measures up to all of these requisite met-
rics.

QUOTABLE QUOTE:  "A people unused to re-
straint must be led, they will not be drove."
~ George Washington (1732-99), American mili-
tary and political leader, 1st U.S. President

Lobbyist Report continued
- HB2165- distracted driving; reckless driv-
ing
Adds additional verbiage to the existing Reck-
less Driving statute, to include a driver ‘partici-
pating in any activity that willfully distracts the
person from safely operating the vehicle’.
- HB2174- criminal; arrest records; erasure
Once a person who has completed probation or
a sentence resulting from a criminal conviction,
they may ask the court to dismiss or set aside
the judgment of guilt. This in turn releases them
from all penalties and disabilities resulting from
the conviction. If this is granted, this legislation
allows the person to take it one step further, and
have their conviction and arrest records sealed.
Their conviction can no longer be used against

them. Law enforcement cannot disclose their
conviction, and the person can deny in all cir-
cumstances that it occurred. This would include
job interviews.
- HB2245- mandatory minimum sentences;
judicial discretion
When the sentencing of a person requires a
mandatory prison sentence, this legislation
would leave it up to the presiding judge to im-
pose a shorter sentence or probation. To be
done if the mandatory sentence would result in
an injustice to the defendant and is not neces-
sary for the protection of the public. It lists those
convictions that do not apply. A yearly report is
to be established, naming all that this discretion
was applied to. The ACJC shall annually deter-

mine the savings and report to State Treasurer.
We believe this might fall under tax-payer sav-
ings?

Bobbi Hartmann
Modified Motorcycle Association of AZ
Legislative Researcher-Consultant (lobbyist)
bobbij2@earthlink.net

Skypilot
Modified Motorcycle Association of AZ
Designated Lobbyist
lrmcskypilot@centurylink.net

AMSAF Continues to grow and Help the Community continued
business’s to help you.

We have a couple great raffles along with some
bucket raffles. Our Grand Prize raffle is a couple
nights in Laughlin, concert for two and $1000.00
cash.  

You can purchase tickets on line at our web site,
www.amsaf.org or purchase them the day of the

event. 

Check out the website on Riding for the Long
Haul at https://www.amsaf.org/riding-for-the-
long-haul/ 

Thank you for your support of AMSAF and for
helping to reduce crashes and fatalities. See
you at “Riding for the Long Haul”

Mick Degn
Executive Director
Arizona Motorcycle Safety and Awareness
Foundation (AMSAF)
www.amsaf.org
https://www.facebook.com/AMSAF.ORG/
"We help save Lives"
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MMA of Arizona Calendar of Events

YOU CAN SUBMIT YOUR EVENT ON-
LINE AT OUR WEBSITE!

Follow the link below and simply fill out
the on-line form to get your event placed

onto the website and the Master MMA
event 

calendar. 

http://mma-az.org/events/

National Survey

Fallen Biker Memorial 
Cody, Wyoming

https://www.bikernet.com

I built this memorial to remember those who died, while riding on Wyoming
roads and to help raise awareness to the safety of  motorcyclist on the
road. What do I need to advertise events and or get people to check out
my FB page or website? This is a non- profit memorial that offers safety re-
lated classes  in Wyoming for motorcyclist like accident scene manage-
ment, first aid, etc. We also produce motorcycle safety AWARENESS rides.

I have attached my card and a pic of the memorial. Check out my Face-
book page, so you can see what I have going on in Cody.

–Mike Deglau
Skinny01.md@gmail.com

http://www.motorcycleprofilingproject.com

Please take the time to take the survey. Note: NO PERSONAL DATA IS
REQUIRED! YOUR PRIVACY AND ANONYMITY ARE IMPORTANT AND
RESPECTED. By asking for no more than your zip code and email, which
is completely voluntary, there is no personal information to maintain or pro-
tect.

Participation is critical and will have long lasting, positive impacts on the
community. Remember. Silence is consent.

To begin the survey please scroll down in the box below.  Thank you.

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2019MPP

STURGIS MOTORCYCLE 
MUSEUM & HALL OF FAME 
ANNOUNCES 2019 
INDUCTEES
The Sturgis Motorcycle Museum & Hall of Fame is proud to announce the 2019 Hall of Fame
Inductees (in alphabetical order by first name):

Danny Fitzmaurice
Frank Fritz
Jill Parham
Ron Finch
Ron Paugh
Terry Rymer

Freedom Fighter – Vince Consiglio
Lifetime Achievement Award Recipient – Gloria Struck
Pappy Hoel Award – In Memory of Lonnie Isam, Jr.

This year’s induction breakfast ceremony will be held on August 7, 2019 at The Lodge @
Deadwood. Tickets go on sale March 1, 2019. For corporate tables, please call Emma at 605-
347-2001.

Stay tuned for Hall of Fame Highlights where we share info about each inductee leading up to
the ceremony.

Rogue
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Birds on Bikes photos

Modified Motorcycle Association – Verde Valley District -
Frosty Balls and Chilly Boobs Run 2019
By Deb Althouse

Every January 1st, Verde Valley bikers gather to ride to raise money for a
local charity. This year’s Frosty and Chilly Run was scheduled to leave
American Legion Post 25 in Cottonwood on Tuesday January 1 at 10:30
and ride thru the Verde Valley (Cottonwood to Sedona to Village of Oak
Creek to Camp Verde to Cornville and then back to Cottonwood). Unfortu-
nately, due to the extreme weather we had to cancel to the motorcycle
ride portion of this event (safety first). The end party was still held and I
am so pleased to say we had a huge turnout. This year’s charity was
Rainbow Acres in Camp Verde. If you don’t know about Rainbow Acres I
encourage you to check out their website at www.rainbowacres.com.
Their website say’s “we’ve been empowering people with developmental

disabilities to live to their fullest potential with dignity and purpose”.
Thanks to the biker community we were able to raise $2150 for Rainbow
Acres to help them continue their mission (more money came in after the
big check was written).  

Thank you to everyone that came out to support this event including the 2
or 3 die hard riders that rode on motorcycles and a special thanks to the
American Legion Post 25 for hosting the end party and to the Renegade
Band for playing music.  Hopefully next year Mother Nature cooperates a
little better! 

Great job everyone!! 

users, and animals in or crossing the path of
travel through the automated driving system.”

The House version of the bill took a different ap-
proach and did not mandate specific categories
that AV technology had to recognize and react
to. Our Moto Lobby pressed committee staff to
consider adding language that would specifi-
cally list motorcycles as something that AV tech-
nology must test for.

The reality of Congress at this time means any
legislation dealing with AV technology is a steep
hill to climb. With the Senate and House con-
trolled by different political parties, any legisla-
tion that both chambers can agree on will be
difficult. On top of that, the House committee
assigned to the issue (Energy and Commerce)
will be led by Democrats who will likely want to
use committee time and resources to focus on
issues like healthcare and climate change.
While the Senate Committee with jurisdiction
(Commerce Science and Transportation) has a
new Chairman this year with new priorities
which may not include tackling the AV issue.Re-
gardless, we at the MRF and the DC motorcycle
community will continue to hammer away at leg-
islators and agency officials warning them about
our concerns and the need for a clear statement
about AV technology and the safety of motorcy-
clists.

RIDING FREE FROM DC
A United Front:

While D.C. is a city full of divisions sometimes,
it’s nice to work together with like-minded
groups for a common purpose. Last week, the
MRF met with representatives from the Ameri-
can Motorcycle Association, Motorcycle Industry
Council and Harley Davidson (AKA the Moto
Lobby) to discuss common goals surrounding
autonomous vehicles and safety concerns.  The

four groups have now agreed on a basic frame-
work for our priorities and this week met with
staff of the House Energy and Commerce Com-
mittee to discuss the legislative agenda sur-
rounding autonomous vehicles.

As you may remember last year, the Senate
and the House had competing versions of legis-
lation that dealt with autonomous vehicles. The
Senate version did not receive a vote on the

Senate floor while the House version passed
the House but was not taken into consideration
by the Senate.

The Senate version included language that
stated “detection, classification, and response to
any circumstance or condition relevant to the
dynamic driving task within the operational de-
sign domain,  including sense of objects, motor-
cyclists, bicyclists, pedestrians, other road 
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MRF News
No Time for a Victory Lap

Despite the five-week government shutdown,
your MRF representatives were on Capitol Hill
kicking off our legislative agenda for 2019. As
many of you are aware, we ended 2018 with an
important victory for our anti-profiling resolution
in the Senate. As far as I am concerned, the
Senate has now spoken and unanimously
passed a resolution “promoting awareness of
motorcycle profiling and encouraging collabora-
tion and communication with the motorcycle
community and law enforcement officials to pre-
vent instances of profiling.” 

We are now focusing our efforts on the House
side… Congressman Burgess of Texas has
agreed to once again co-sponsor an anti-profil-
ing resolution in the House of Representatives.
The November election results have DRAMATI-
CALLY changed the playing field in the House.
Not only is Nancy Pelosi now Speaker of the
House but there is a new Chairman of the
House Judiciary Committee, Congressman Jer-
rod Nadler of New York. Last year the House
version of the resolution was trapped in the Ju-
diciary Committee, held up by a Chairman who
had concerns about how law enforcement or-
ganizations viewed the language. With a new
Chairman, there is new hope that the House will
follow the lead of the Senate and go on record
acknowledging motorcycle profiling. 

By early spring we should have an official reso-
lution and will start pounding the pavement
looking for co-sponsors and champions to stand
with us on the issue.

Rebuilding the Motorcycle Caucus in 2019

The 2018 midterm elections not only took a toll
on the Republican Majority in the House of Rep-
resentatives it also took a toll on the Motorcycle
Caucus. Whether through retirement, advance-
ment to a new office or defeat, the ranks of the
House Motorcycle Caucus were cut nearly in
half after the November elections.

Early in 2019 part of the focus of our team in

Washington will be to help replenish the ranks
of the Motorcycle Caucus. The Caucus serves a
few functions, first and most importantly it helps
us know who our friends are. As we as an or-
ganization tackle the myriad of issues facing
motorcyclists, the caucus gives us a great start-
ing point for meeting with our champions on
Capitol Hill and working together to address our
priorities. In other words, we have to know who
our friends are so we can ask them for help
when we need it. Second, the caucus holds ed-
ucational events on Capitol Hill and offers op-
portunities for staffers to come together and
learn about motorcycles, riders and the industry
as a whole. 

Did you know the “Freshman Class” for the
116th Congress has 90 members? Meaning
21% of the House of Representatives are new
to Capitol Hill. 

Start thinking about your own personal Member
of Congress…

Are they new to Washington? Have you met
them before? Do they have any connection to
motorcycles? If they don’t, should they? 

In the coming weeks, we are going to ask you
as MRF members to help us reach these new
Members of Congress and rebuild the House
Motorcycle Caucus.

As you all know, the Senators Joni Ernst (IA)
and Gary Peters (MI) launched the first-ever
Senate Motorcycle Caucus in 2017. Your MRF
wants to help expand the membership to help
better the advancement of our issues in the
U.S. Senate. We were pleased to learn that
MRF Legislative Champion Senator Ron John-
son of Wisconsin officially became a member of
the Senate Motorcycle Caucus this week. We
intend to target more Senators to help fill out the
membership list this year.

Regulatory News - Heidi King Renominated
to Lead NHTSA

On January 16th, President Donald Trump nom-

inated Heidi King to lead the National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA). King,
who currently serves as the Deputy Administra-
tor of NHTSA, was nominated last summer for
the post but the Senate failed the Republican-
led Senate Commerce Committee advanced her
nomination to the floor by a vote of 14-13 —
that nomination expired once the last Congress
adjourned. The administrator post has been va-
cant for almost two years and has been effec-
tively under the leadership of King during this
time.

The New Guy:

With Megan Ekstrom’s departure, the MRF
Board of Directors was looking to maintain their
presence in Washington, DC and ensure that all
the hard work of the past years was not lost in
the waning weeks of 2018. Based on the rec-
ommendation of Megan and conversations with
your leadership, my lobbying firm Husch Black-
well Strategies was hired to represent the MRF
in Washington. My firm came on board in De-
cember, and we will continue with you for the
near future in 2019. Over the last two months, I
have worked closely with Tiffany in your DC of-
fice, and I’m impressed with not only the pas-
sion of your membership but the willingness to
invest time, money and effort to achieve the
goals of the MRF. 

As a little background, I previously worked on
Capitol Hill for the House Transportation Com-
mittee and at another lobbying firm in DC. In
fact, Megan and I worked together for five
years, and she and her husband are good per-
sonal friends. 

Since every good introduction needs a fun fact,
I’ll leave you with this, between 2003 and 2016 I
managed to visit all 50 State Capitols and have
my picture taken. So, no matter where you live
in the country there is a fairly good chance, I’ve
been in your neighborhood. 

Rocky & Tiffany

The Motorcycle Riders Foundation

France, Saudi Arabia 
Experiment With AI Speed Cameras
https://www.thenewspaper.com

Officials in Saudi Arabia and France explore
using artificial intelligence to eventually replace
human tickets review entirely.

Artificial intelligence algorithms could soon take
over the duty of reviewing speed camera and
red light camera tickets. Officials in Saudi Arabia
and France have investigated the use of AI to
further automate the processing of citations
generated by automated ticketing machines.
Photo enforcement vendors demonstrated the
technology last month in the traffic safety pavil-
ion of the Al-Jenadriyah national heritage festi-
val outside Riyadh.

The new technique uses machine learning algo-
rithms to analyze speed camera video, process-
ing the images to determine whether it is
possible to issue tickets for failing to wear a seat
belt or using a cell phone behind the wheel. At

least initially, a human would sign off of the tick-
ets in bulk before the system mails out fines.
Any false positives would be fed back into the
system so that the self-learning algorithm can
adapt and avoid similar mistakes in the future,
according to proponents.

The same error detection system would also be
used to "double check" tickets that have already
been reviewed by human employees. Once
confident in the use of the technology, however,
officials expect to replace human review with
the AI program. The French government is offer-
ing automating ticketing vendors a special con-
tract to develop an AI review system.

"The Ministry of the Interior through its National
Agency for the Automated Treatment of Of-
fenses wishes to develop an artificial intelli-
gence that can associate photos from
automated cameras with vehicle registration in-
formation in order to reduce the sending of tick-
ets to drivers who did not commit an offense,"

the request for proposals stated.

The notice admitted that automated ticketing
machines in France each year falsely accuse
10,000 motorists of speeding or running a red
light.

"In many cases, it is a misreading of the plate
that causes the error," the notice explained.
"The ticket is then sent to registered owner en-
tered in the vehicle registration database and
not to the person who actually committed the of-
fense. However, a technique exists to identify
misidentified plates: compare the numbers on
the plate to the model of associated with the ve-
hicle."

Under the contract, the AI system would learn to
recognize the make and model of a vehicle from
the video image so that it could be matched with
the registration data. 
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http://www.motorcycleprofilingproject.com

For the first time in history, in its latest bid to
seize the Mongols Motorcycle Club’s logos and
collective membership marks, the federal gov-
ernment has successfully indicted the Mongols
Nation as an entity comprised of every single
full-patched member of a motorcycle club, on
felony RICO racketeering and conspiracy
charges regardless of personal guilt.

So, what happens next? What does this verdict
mean for the Mongols MC, other motorcycle
clubs in America, and the First Amendment to
the US Constitution? There are definitely more
questions than answers. But one thing is cer-
tain. The fight to Save The Patch is far from
over. Now, more than ever, motorcycle clubs
have a critical issue to mobilize around in order
to preserve and insure the survival of a lifestyle
and a culture.

Mongols Nation found guilty.

On December 13th, 2018, the Mongols Nation,
defined as all full-patched members of the Mon-
gols Motorcycle Club, was found guilty by a fed-
eral district court jury in Southern California
under the federal RICO Act of racketeering and
conspiring to engage in racketeering, for con-
ducting and participating in the criminal enter-
prise called the Mongols Gang. The Mongols
Gang is defined by the federal government as
all patched members, prospects, and associates
of the club. The federal government argued that,
since 2002, the Mongols Gang has committed
crimes ranging from drug dealing to murder at
the direction and benefit of the Mongols Nation.

No one goes to jail?

Despite a verdict of guilt, no one will be incar-
cerated as a result. The crimes cited are histori-
cal and, in many cases, resolved. The goal here
is different. The government maintains that the
club’s insignia and patches are an element of
the criminal enterprise and a tool of intimidation.
If the government gets its way during the sen-
tencing phase, prosecutors argue they will liter-
ally be able to take the colors off a Mongol’s
back.

The implications for the motorcycle club com-
munity at large are obvious. The federal govern-

ment’s forfeiture strategy could ultimately be ap-
plied to other clubs in an attempt to crush the
symbolism that defines association in motorcy-
cle clubs. And completely independent of forfei-
ture, the idea that an entire motorcycle club can
be defined as a criminal enterprise regardless of
personal guilt also lays the foundation for other
severe sentencing options such as excessive
fines and asset forfeiture.

Personal guilt and the 1st Amendment

Beyond immediate impacts to the Mongols MC,
the US Attorney’s theory of prosecution compro-
mises important judicial principles such as the
doctrine of personal guilt, guilt by association,
and the fundamental concepts of First Amend-
ment Association and Expression. Indeed, the
prosecution’s theory obliterates long-standing
constitutional principles.

To permit the government to impose restrictions
on any person “who wears the insignia of [the
Mongols], without regard to or knowledge of that
individual’s specific intent to engage in the al-
leged violent activities committed by other mem-
bers, is antithetical to the basic principles
enshrined in the First Amendment and repug-
nant to the fundamental doctrine of personal
guilt that is a hallmark of American jurispru-
dence.” 1

Unanswered Questions

Independent of collective membership mark is-
sues, and even though no one is going to jail as
a result this verdict, what are the potential impli-
cations of the Mongols Nation- meaning every
member of the Mongols MC- being found guilty
of two felony RICO counts? No individual per-
son is specifically named in the indictment. But
every member they want to seize property from
must be an indicted individual in order to avoid
the same judgement that gave the Mongols
back their property initially.

Does this mean that every member of the club
now has a felony record? Does this mean that
members can be denied rights like voting and
legal possession of a firearm? Does this mean
that the Mongols MC has no 1st Amendment
right to associate with one another because all
patched members, the Mongols Nation, have
been found to all be engaged in a criminal en-

terprise?

These questions, at least to the MPP, remain
unanswered. So much focus has, understand-
ably, been placed on the patch forfeiture issue
that many of these questions haven’t yet been
considered by those discussing and writing
about this case.

The potential impacts are vast. Australia has no
1st Amendment so banning motorcycle club as-
sociations does not face the same obstacles as
in America. The prosecution’s strategy in this
case is, the MPP believes, the government’s
most recent blueprint for circumventing the 1st
Amendment and crushing motorcycle clubs in
America.

What happens now?

The US v. Mongols Nation Trial, despite a guilty
verdict, is still a long way from being over. After
the first of the year, the jury will reconvene,
enter the sentencing phase, and decide whether
they agree with the government’s forfeiture re-
quests. And even if the jury grants forfeiture,
Judge Carter must then adjudicate the exten-
sive legal and constitutional objections to forfei-
ture.

Fortunately, even if unsuccessful in every phase
of this federal district court trial, the Mongols MC
can appeal the decision as they previously did
when they lost their patch in district court before
overturned on appeal. Unfortunately, there is no
guarantee what will happen in the interim if the
Mongols marks are seized. If history repeats it-
self, the Mongols MC will be targeted, harassed,
and have property and colors seized by authori-
ties.

Make no mistake. This is NOT just about the
Mongols MC. In a very real way, the motorcycle
club lifestyle is under heavy attack and survival
is not assured. This verdict demonstrates that
reality. So, the community must not only con-
tinue to fight the good fight- the community must
win.

Citations

1 see Coles v. Carlini 162 F.Supp.3d 380 (2015)

Every Mongols MC Member Found Guilty 
in Patch Seizure RICO Case

Only the Judge Can Save Mongols MC Patch
http://www.motorcycleprofilingproject.com

The same jury that found the Mongols Nation
Guilty of racketeering and conspiracy in the fed-
eral RICO case US v. Mongols Nation has also
decided that the club should forfeit their patch
because there was a nexus between the Mon-
gols MC’s collective membership marks and
conspiracy. However, Judge Carter will not
issue a forfeiture order until objections based on
the First Amendment are decided at the end of
February. Even then, this case is a very long
way from its final conclusion.

What’s happened so far

The Mongols Nation, defined as all full patched
members of the Mongols Motorcycle Club, was
convicted as an entity last month in US v. Mon-
gols Nation on 2 counts under the Racketeering
In Corrupt Organizations Act (RICO) for racket-
eering and conspiracy to engage in racketeer-
ing.

On January 11, 2018, the same jury found a
sufficient nexus between the Mongols member-
ship marks (word mark, center patch mark, col-
lective membership marks) and the RICO
conspiracy count to justify forfeiture of the mem-
bership marks in the second phase of the trial.

On February 28, 2019 the third and final phase
of the trial will resume. Judge Carter made it
clear that the trial’s third phase will determine
whether the First Amendment overrides the
jury’s grant of forfeiture. If Carter agrees with
the Federal Government, then the Mongols cen-
ter-patch, name, and other assets connected to
the RICO conspiracy count will be subject to for-
feiture. If Carter agrees with the Mongols MC,
then the First Amendment will override the jury.

Appeal very likely

Regardless of who wins, the losing party will
likely appeal any decisions related to forfeiture
of the Mongols membership mark to the 9th Cir-
cuit Court of Appeals. If the government wins,

similar to what occurred in 2008, then the Mon-
gols MC may have their patches and related
property seized in the interim, until and only if
they win an appeal.

Any decision in the 9th Circuit Court of Appeals
sets precedent for the Western US.   Any deci-
sion from the 9th Circuit will also likely be ap-
pealed to the Supreme Court. If the SCOTUS
agrees to review the case the outcome would
set precedent for the entire country.

Conclusions

Although it is impossible to determine with cer-
tainty what Judge Carter will decide, the MPP is
extremely optimistic that the First Amendment
liberties of expression and association will rein-
force the foundational concept of personal guilt
and override a jury of lay citizens that are simply
unprepared to engage in complex constitutional
analysis.motorcycle club is the patch that they
wear.
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District Updates
Eagle/Leather District Report

NO REPORT

Rim Country District Report
NO REPORT

Verde Valley District Report
NO REPORT

Inspirational motorcycling quotes from famous Canadians
https://www.motorcycling.ca

We may see them on TV or the big screen, or
hear their songs are on your playlists. But did
you know these proud Canadians also have two
wheels in their garage? Whether they are look-
ing for an escape, or to connect with fellow mo-
torcyclists, these Canadians have a passion for
life on two wheels. 

Dan Aykroyd

Funnyman Dan Aykroyd loves riding his Harley-
Davidson. The actor, comedian, musician, and
filmmaker was born on July 1, 1952 in Ottawa.
According to an Ottawa Citizen article, Dan
Aykroyd’s first motorcycle was a 1971 Harley-
Davidson, police edition, from a dismantled
Golden Helmets drill team. Photo credit: Dan
Cappellazzo/National Comedy Center via AP 

Keanu Reeves

Keanu Reeves has been a motorcycle enthusi-
ast since he was 22 years old. The Lebanese-
born Canadian actor grew up in Toronto. He
started on a Kawasaki 600 Enduro, then picked
up his favourite motorcycle, a Norton Com-
mando. Did you know his daily ride is a motor-
cycle? Reeves loves motorcycles so much that
he and motorcycle builder Gard Hollinger
started Arch Motorcycle Company. Here they
create custom production motorcycles. Their
first model was the KRGT-1 (or the “Keanu
Reeves” GT-1) that has a starting price tag of
$78,000. Find out more about Keanu Reeves
and his love of motorcycles in this RidersWest
article.

Kim Coates

Saskatoon-born actor Kim Coates is best known
as outlaw motorcyclist Alex “Tig” Trager on Sons
of Anarchy. Coates started riding on a dirt bike
on his uncle’s farm in Saskatchewan. In a
Canada Moto Guide article Coates says,“I was

in Grade 2 or Grade 3, and that’s how I really
learned to ride, that’s how it all started for me.”
He enjoys riding his motorcycle to work, and it’s
his dream to ride his motorcycle across Canada
– from Vancouver to the Maritimes.

Neil Peart

ecognized as one of the greatest drummers in
music history, Rush drummer Neil Peart is also
a writer and motorcycle enthusiast who lives in
Toronto. In his mid-forties he began riding mo-
torcycles as an escape from his rock touring.
These motorcycle adventure tours gave him an
opportunity to explore beautiful parks and small
towns around the world. In 2002 he wrote Ghost
Rider: Travels on the Healing Road. This is an
inspirational story of his personal motorcycle ad-
venture around North America from the Arctic to
Central America and Belize – a 55,000 mile
journey of motorcycling and reflection that
helped his personal healing after losing his 19-
year-old daughter and his wife. 

Your Weekly Biker Bulletin from Inside the Beltway
A United Front

While D.C. is a city full of divisions sometimes,
it’s nice to work together with like-minded
groups for a common purpose. Last week, the
MRF met with representatives from the Ameri-
can Motorcycle Association, Motorcycle Industry
Council and Harley Davidson (AKA the Moto
Lobby) to discuss common goals surrounding
autonomous vehicles and safety concerns.  The
four groups have now agreed on a basic frame-
work for our priorities and this week met with
staff of the House Energy and Commerce Com-
mittee to discuss the legislative agenda sur-
rounding autonomous vehicles.

As you may remember last year, the Senate
and the House had competing versions of legis-
lation that dealt with autonomous vehicles. The
Senate version did not receive a vote on the
Senate floor while the House version passed
the House but was not taken into consideration
by the Senate.

The Senate version included language that
stated “detection, classification, and response to
any circumstance or condition relevant to the
dynamic driving task within the operational de-
sign domain, including sense of objects, motor-
cyclists, bicyclists, pedestrians, other road
users, and animals in or crossing the path of
travel through the automated driving system.”

The House version of the bill took a different ap-
proach and did not mandate specific categories
that AV technology had to recognize and react
to. Our Moto Lobby pressed committee staff to
consider adding language that would specifi-
cally list motorcycles as something that AV tech-
nology must test for.

The reality of Congress at this time means any
legislation dealing with AV technology is a steep
hill to climb. With the Senate and House con-
trolled by different political parties, any legisla-
tion that both chambers can agree on will be
difficult. On top of that, the House committee
assigned to the issue (Energy and Commerce)

will be led by Democrats who will likely want to
use committee time and resources to focus on
issues like healthcare and climate change.
While the Senate Committee with jurisdiction
(Commerce Science and Transportation) has a
new Chairman this year with new priorities
which may not include tackling the AV issue.  

Regardless, we at the MRF and the DC motor-
cycle community will continue to hammer away
at legislators and agency officials warning them
about our concerns and the need for a clear
statement about AV technology and the safety
of motorcyclists.

NTSB RELEASED TOP TEN MOST WANTED
LIST

Gone are the days when motorcycles were one
of the issues on NTSB’s Top 10 Most Wanted
List.  On Monday, The National Transportation
Safety Board released it’s 2019-20 Most
Wanted List of Transportation Safety Improve-
ments, and your MRF was pleased to see that
we continue not to be a dedicated issue on this
report.  The comprehensive Top Ten list focuses
on some things to note: distracted driving, im-
paired driving and most importantly, au-
tonomous vehicle technology.  As we have
reported in the past, the DOT has been pretty
laissez-faire on their guidance on the issue of
autonomous vehicle regulation and legislation
failed to move in the last Congress.  In the sec-
tion “Increase Implementation of Collision
Avoidance Systems in all New Highway Vehi-
cle,” the NTSB made a recommendation that
the National Highway Safety Administration
(NHTSA) incorporate motorcycles in the devel-
opment of performance standards for passen-
ger vehicle crash warning and prevention
systems.  We are pleased to see for the first
time that a government agency is seeing the im-
portance of making sure motorcycles are prop-
erly detected and responded to by this
emerging technology.

You can download and read the entire list here:
Download NTSB’s Top 10 Most Wanted List

Updating the Scorecard

As hard as it is to believe much of the focus in
Washington has already turned to the race for
the White House in 2020.  

The old saying, “you can’t tell the players with-
out a scorecard” certainly applies to the formu-
lating 2020 Democratic presidential field of
candidates.

Last week, former Virginia Governor and ex-De-
mocratic National Committee chairman Terry
McAuliffe, who soon will likely take steps to for-
malize his own presidential campaign, said that
regardless of the total number of people con-
templating joining the race it is probable we
could see as many as eight or nine candidates
in serious competition for the party nomination.
Mr. McAuliffe’s observation will likely prove cor-
rect.

The party rules involving delegate selection and
apportionment, the fact that Democrats do not
allow winner-take-all primaries or caucuses, the
early voting schedule, and that Super Delegates
no longer participate in the first convention roll
call mean advancing to more than one ballot to
determine the ultimate nominee becomes a dis-
tinct possibility.  All of this adds to the uncer-
tainty engulfing the early phase of this national
campaign.

At this point, however, speculation is building
around just who will advance into the credibility
round, that is, those who have enough support
to position themselves actually to win the nomi-
nation in July of 2020.

Let’s first look at the entire Democratic field, un-
derstanding that as many as 36 different individ-
uals who at least at one time have publicly
acknowledged consideration of forming, or ex-
pressed an overt desire to form a presidential
campaign.

continued page 11
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Your Weekly Biker Bulletin from Inside the Beltway continued
Some have already made public statements de-
clining to run, while another segment appears
unlikely to join the fray.  Even disqualifying the
persons from these categories would still leave
us with at least 23 individuals who could well
enter the race.

Below is a list of the most recent activities of the
various potential candidates (individuals are
listed alphabetically):

Announced Candidacy or Formation of Ex-
ploratory Committee

Sen. Cory Booker – New Jersey – could be a
player if he can get the financial backing of
wealthy New York Metro area donors. He has
used his seat on the Senate Judiciary Commit-
tee to try and raise his name identification with
high profile television soundbites during recent
hearings.

Mayor Pete Buttigieg – South Bend, IN – likely a
minor candidate attempting to build a con-
stituency among millennials and the LGBTQ
community.  Attempting to jump from his posi-
tion as a small city mayor into the presidential
campaign, a move that will likely prove unrealis-
tic.

Ex-Secretary Julian Castro – Texas - former
HUD Secretary under President Obama and
served as Mayor of San Antonio.  A long shot
candidate who needs a credible showing to
build for the future.  He is attempting to build a
base constituency among Hispanics and will
emphasize the immigration issue.

Ex-Rep. John Delaney – Maryland – wealthy
now-former Congressman.  Began visiting Iowa
and New Hampshire over a year ago but has re-
portedly made little headway.

Rep. Tulsi Gabbard – Hawaii – has a strong mil-
itary career who was elected to the House in
2012 after winning races for the Hawaii House
of Representatives and the Honolulu City Coun-
cil.  A bit of a surprise entry into the presidential
contest, when announcing the formation of an
exploratory committee earlier this month.  

Some of her positions are very liberal while oth-
ers make her more of a centrist.  Has little in the
way of a geographical base.  She will have to
score big in early debates to attract enough at-
tention, but it appears Ms. Gabbard is capable
of becoming a presence.  Already, however, her
presidential flirtation has attracted a major con-
gressional primary opponent if she chooses to
seek re-election.

Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand – New York – recently
announced the formation of an exploratory com-
mittee.  Moving strongly to her left to compen-
sate for a more moderate record when serving
in the House.  May find it difficult defining and
attracting a winning coalition considering the
volume and level of competition.

Sen. Kamala Harris – California – announced
presidential candidacy last weekend.  Could be
a major candidate.  Will have a strong delegate
base coming from California, a state that will
now vote in early March.  A delegate bonanza in
the California primary could well place her near
the top of the delegate count after Super Tues-
day.  Sen. Harris will also attempt to capture the
strongest share of President Obama’s victory
coalition.

Gov. Jay Inslee – Washington – publicly stated
he will form an exploratory committee.  Will use
the climate change issue to anchor his vote
coalition.  Prior to his election as Governor in
2012, Mr. Inslee served seven non-consecutive
terms in the US House.

Rep. Eric Swalwell – California – long-shot can-
didacy unlikely to develop.  His California base
will be overshadowed by Sen. Harris’ and Los
Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti’s presidential runs,
and possibly others.

Sen. Elizabeth Warren – Massachusetts – one
of the liberal leaders in the Senate who devel-
oped a strong constituency even before her
original election.  She is attempting to build
upon the Democratic socialist base that Sen.
Bernie Sanders forged in 2016.  Sen. Warren
may, however, find her position within this con-
stituency being squeezed by Sanders himself,
Harris, Gillibrand, and possibly many others.

While her name identification is strong, early
support appears lacking as single-digit perform-
ances in early national polls reveal.

Definitively Declined to Run
Gov. Andrew Cuomo – New York
Sen. Christopher Murphy – Connecticut
Ex-Gov. Deval Patrick – Massachusetts
Billionaire Tom Steyer – California

Likely to Run
Ex-Mayor and Media Mogul Michael Bloomberg
– New York
Sen. Amy Klobuchar – Minnesota
Ex-Gov. Terry McAuliffe – Virginia
Sen. Bernie Sanders – Vermont

Possible Candidates; Not Yet Publicly Commit-
ting to Run
Former Vice President Joe Biden – Delaware
Sen. Sherrod Brown – Ohio
Gov. Steve Bullock – Montana
Mayor Eric Garcetti – Los Angeles, CA
Ex-Gov. John Hickenlooper – Colorado
Sen. Jeff Merkley – Oregon
Ex-Rep. Beto O’Rourke – Texas

Possible Candidates; Not Likely to Run
Sen. Michael Bennet – Colorado
Sen. Bob Casey Jr. - Pennsylvania
Mayor Bill de Blasio – New York City, NY
Hillary Clinton – New York Former Secretary of
State, 2018 Democratic presidential nominee,   

ex-Senator, and First Lady
Ex-Attorney General Eric Holder – Washington,
DC
John Kerry – Massachusetts  Former Secretary
of State, Senator, and 2004  
Democratic presidential nominee
Ex-Mayor Mitch Landrieu – New Orleans, LA
Rep. Tim Ryan - Ohio

Minor Announced Candidates
State Senator and 2018 US House Nominee
Richard Ojeda – West Virginia (Already With-
drew)
Entrepreneur Andrew Yang – New York

Your MRF Crew,

Tiffany & Rocky

2018 Spring Street Vibrations
https://quickthrottle.com
By Chris Oggerino

This year’s Spring Street Vibrations took place
on June 1st – 3rd in downtown Reno, Nevada.
As with prior years, registration is the first thing
that opens at the Reno Ballroom. While not
everybody registers and a lot of the event is free
for the public, registration does have some nice
perks. But, I’ll come back to that as I describe
the fun over the weekend.

Starting at noon on Friday, several bands kicked
off the event along with about a hundred ven-
dors. This all happens in and around S. Virginia
St, between 2nd and 6th Streets. The area is
closed to traffic and filled with stages, vendors
and fun things to do. 

The lineup of bands this year was substantial. In
between Circus Circus and Silver Legacy, Ari-
zona Jones kicked things off. Over closer to the
Ballroom, Jason King was playing. The Blues
Monsters had the big Eldorado stage in the
open area just south of the Eldorado.  And fi-
nally, the Big Heart Band kicked it off down by
the Cal Neva.

In addition to the bands, Hollywood stuntman
Monte Perlin was just outside Circus Circus run-

ning his Globe of Death show.  The show kicks
off with Monte and his partner, Mike Downey,
doing some burnouts and wheelies in the street.
Then, in the first show, Mike entered the globe
first. The globe is a sixteen-foot diameter steel
‘latticework’ globe that weighs about two tons.
Once inside the globe, the rider has to make
about three G’s of force at the bottom to make it
around the top without falling off! 

After Mike does a little bit of riding in the globe,
things change from “a little bit exciting” to “ab-
solutely crazy” when Monte jumps into the globe
and there’s two bikes in motion. It’s hard to ex-
plain exactly what’s going on inside the globe
with two motorcycles, in such a small space, de-
fying gravity and well, nobody died this time. 

But, I did get a chance to talk with Monte about
the show and I think his words might help ex-
plain things a little more. First, Monte likes to
call it, “The Globe of the Cross” as in the Cross
of Christ. And when you watch the show, the
most exciting stunt they do is where Mike is
going around inside of the globe riding on what
might look like the equator. At the same time,
Monte is doing a vertical loop-the-loop going up-
side down on the top, every lap. And if you
watch that from the right angle, it looks like they
are forming a cross. Monte says, “We call that

the cross, in relation to giving our testimony of
Christ,” and “We’re just here for anyone that
wants to talk about it, I can share how it made a
change in my life.”

After my chat with Monte, it was time for one of
the crowd favorites: the Slow Bike Races, near
the Reno Arch. This is where the goal is to
travel about a hundred feet, in a three-foot-wide
lane, the slowest. Anybody who’s ever ridden a
motorcycle knows that this is both challenging
and fun. And, when it gets competitive, well that
creates fun for the crowd too.  For the past few
years, the guy who has won the most is Kenny
Saheki.

I managed to catch up with Kenny after watch-
ing him win the event. Regarding the win, he
said, “Practice, just like anything, whether
you’re doing wheelies, or going around the
track, it takes a lot of practice.” So, yes, he does
actually practice going slow in order to be so
good at it. And, being the nice guy he is, he
wanted to reach out to you with, “Everyone on a
motorcycle, we all have something in common
here, so don’t be shy, bring your bike out and
compete!” To be honest, he’s got me thinking 

continued page 12
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MMA of Arizona Business Member Listing by City
At Large

Sober Riders MC, Inc 
Organizations and Clubs
Business Life Member

Apache Junction

American Legion Riders Post 27 
1018 S. Meridan Rd.
Apache Junction, AZ    85220
602-541-2441  
www.ajlrpost27.org
Business Life Member

Captain’s Bar 
300 W. Apache Trail #118
Apache Junction, AZ    85217
480-288-2590  
Business Life Member

Avondale

Airepros Air Conditioning 
& Heating LLC 
2022 N. 106th Lane
Avondale, AZ    85392
623-225-8199  623-225-6116
Business Life Member

Dart Cycle Worx 
1060 N. Eliseo Felix Way Ste. 10
Avondale, AZ    85323
623-925-5503  
www.dartcycleworx.com
Business Life Member

Camp Verde

Ligon Excavation
636 S McCracken Ln.
Camp Verde, AZ 86322
928-300-2126
Business Life

Clarkdale

10-12 Lounge
910 Main St
Clarkdale, AZ 86324
928) 639-0800

Verde Valley Moose Lodge 1449
1051 S Broadway
Clarkdale, AZ 86324
Business Life

Coolidge

Tags Cafe 
156 N. AZ Blvd.
Coolidge, AZ    85128
520-723-1013  

Cottonwood

ABC Body Shop 
1269 E Cherry St
Cottonwood, AZ 86326
928-634-6442
Business Life

Bedrock Landscape Materials & Sup-
plies
770 E State Route 89A,
Cottonwood, AZ  85302
928-634-1490
Business Life Member

Chaparral Bar 
325 S. Main St.
Cottonwood, AZ    86326
928-254-1307  928-634-2131

Kactus Kate’s Bar 
929 N. Main St.
Cottonwood, AZ    86326
928-634-7822  

The American Legion Riders Post 25 
Business Life Member

Scherich Insurance LLC
657 E Cottonwood St, Ste 6C, 
Cottonwood AZ 86326
928-567-0335

Seitz Architectural Design 
728 Cove Parkway
Cottonwood, AZ    86326
928-646-1788, 928-301-2620
Business Life Member

The Bar at Strombolli’s 
321 S. Main St.
Cottonwood, AZ 86326
928-634-3838  

The Steak-N- Stuff
1100 S SR 260 #21
Cottonwood, AZ 86326
602-571-8142
Business Member

Cornville

Old Corral Bar
11375 E Cornville Rd
Cornville, AZ 86325
928-649-9495

Gilbert

Team Arizona Motorcyclist 
Training Center 
36 N. William Dillard Dr.
Gilbert, AZ    85233
480-998-9888, 480-236-2997
Business Life Member

Glendale

Charley’s Place 
4324 W. Thunderbird Rd.
Glendale, AZ    85306
602-439-1668  
Business Life Member

Limey Riders 
Post Office Box 780
Glendale, AZ    85311
623-930-9165  
Business Life Member

US Military Vets MC
500 N. Estrella Parkway #B514
Goodyear, AZ 85338-2894
361.944.0032
Business Life Member

Humboldt

Arizona Trike Shop 
3650 AZ-69
Humboldt, AZ    86329
928-632-8910  
Business Life Member

Mayer

Smokin’ Harley’s Steakhouse 
11255 AZ-69
Mayer, AZ    86333
928-379-8480  928-632-4255
Business Life Member

Mesa

America’s Ultra Clean 
Carpet Cleaning 
738 E. Dana Suite A
Mesa, AZ    85204
480-206-4003  
Business Life Member

Mainstreet Motorcycles 
9750 E. Apache Tr.
Mesa, AZ    85207
480-357-7595  
Business Life Member

VIII Society M/C 
7930 E. 1st Ave.
Mesa, AZ    85208
480-227-2690  
Business Life Member

New River

Roadrunner Restaurant & Saloon 
47801 N. Black Canyon Highway
New River, AZ    85087
623-465-9903
Business Life Member

Page

Blair’s Trading Post 
626 N. Navajo Dr.
Page, AZ    86040
928-645-3008  
www.blairstradingpost.com
Business Life Member

Fred’s Liquor Store 
902 N. Navajo Dr.
Page, AZ    86040
520-645-3575  
Business Life Member

Page Boy Motel 
150 N. Lake Powell Blvd.
Page, AZ    86040
928-645-2416  
www.pageboymotel.us
Business Life Member

Page Honda 
915 Coppermine Rd.
Page, AZ    86046
928-645-3251  800-432-6923
www.pagehonda.com
Business Life Member

Ranch House Grille 
819 N. Navajo Dr.
Page, AZ    86040
928 645-1420  
Business Life Member

Windy Mesa Bar
800 N. Navajo Dr.
Page, AZ    86040
928-645-2186  
Business Life Member

Payson

All-Clene Carpet Cleaners 
609 W. Bridle Path Lane
Payson, AZ    85541
928-468-1358, 480-734-3436
www.all-clene.com
Business Life Member

Amon Builders, Inc. 
903 E. Hwy 260 #6
Payson, AZ    85541
928-474-0689  
www.amonbuilders.com
Business Life Member

Lil Joe’s Leathers 
Post Office Box 839
Payson, AZ    85547
800-643-3321, 928-200-3665
www.liljoesleather.com
Business Life Member

Mazatzal Casino 
AZ-87
Payson, AZ    85541
800-777-7529  
Business Life Member

Miller Auto Works 
600 W. Main St. Suite A
Payson, AZ    85541
928-468-8855  
Business Life Member

Payson Packaging 
106 Bonita St.
Payson, AZ    85541
928-474-5260  
www.paysonpackaging.com

RTD Automotive
3898 E Az Highway 260
Payson, AZ 85541
928- 468-6164

Tonto Silk Screen & Embroidery
403 W. FRONTIER ST.
PAYSON, AZ 85541
928-474-4207

Peoria

CJ Creations 
10348 W. Cashman
Peoria, AZ    85383
623-412-2110  
Business Life Member

Phoenix

Alex & Associates 
Attorney at Law
1717 E. Bell Rd., Suite #1
Phoenix, AZ    85022
602-971-1775 
www.alexandassociates.com 
Business Life Member

Angelo Bellone CPA-PLC 
3420 E. Shea Blvd. #140
Phoenix, AZ    85028
602-765-6111  
Business Life Member

Breyer Law Offices
15715 S 46th St Ste 100
Phoenix, AZ
480-505-2162
Business Life

Greer Wilson Funeral Home 
5921 W. Thomas Rd.
Phoenix, AZ    85033
623-245-0994  623-262-4565
Business Life Member

Law Tigers 
362 N. 3rd Ave.
Phoenix, AZ    85003
602-516-0000  602-271-0183
www.lawtigers.com
Business Life Member

Renegade Classics 
3102 E. Cactus Rd.
Phoenix, AZ    85032
602-595-9598  
Business Life Member

Skinny Dipping Pools 
18655 N. 35th Ave.
Phoenix, AZ    85027
602-292-4033  
www.skinnydippingpools.com
Business Life Member

Scottsdale

Southwest Trikes 
7430 E. Butherus
Scottsdale, AZ    85260
480-951-7171  
Business Life Member

Sedona

Olde Sedona Bar & Grill
1405 State Route 89A
Sedona, AZ 86336
928-282-5670

PJ’s Village Pub, Inc.
40 W. Cortez #7
Sedona, AZ  86351
928-284-2250
www.pjsvillagepub.com

Strawberry
Bandits Restaurant & The Dirty Cowboy
Saloon Bar and Restaurant
5079 N Hwy 87
Strawberry, AZ 85544
928-363-4075

MotorcycleSafari.com
928-476-1955

Show Low

Days Inn - Show Low 
480 W. Duece Of Clubs
Show Low, AZ    85901
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928-537-4356  
Business Life Member

Native New Yorker #12 
391 W. Duece Of Clubs
Show Low, AZ    85901
928-532-5100  
Business Life Member
Springerville

American Legion Post #30 
825 E. Main
Springerville, AZ    85938
928-339-4475  928-551-3320
Business Life Member

Booga Red’s 
521 E. Main St.
Springerville, AZ    85938
928-333-2640  928-245-1670
Business Life Member

Star Valley

Mad Mario’s Breakfast & BBQ
3964 E AZ HWY 260
Star Valley, AZ 85541
928-978-3705
Business Member

Spur Bar
3964 E AZ HWY 260
Star Valley, AZ 85541
928-472-7787
Business Member

Surprise

Arizona Dragon Slayer Exterminator 
26307 N. 157th Ave.
Surprise, AZ    85387
602-526-0919  602-526-1312
Business Life Member

H & H Plumbing & Drain Cleaning
16772 W. Bell Road Suite 110 #233
Surprise, AZ    85374
632-322-9100  
www.HandHplumbingAZ.com
Business Life Member

Tempe

Aflac Insurance
209 E. Baseline Rd., E203
Tempe, AZ    85283
480-686-4346  480-838-9020
britton_johnson@us.aflac.com
Business Life Member

American Legion Riders Tempe Post #2 
2125 S. Industrial Park Ave.
Tempe, AZ    85282
Business Life Member

Beyer Appliance Service Inc.
1797 W University Dr #172
Tempe, AZ 85281
480-659-1400
Business Life 

Tonopah

Tonopah Joe’s Family Restaurant 
41101 W. Indian School road
Tonopah, AZ    85354
623-386-3895  
Business Life Member

Youngtown

Curly’s Customs Motorcycle Shop
12040 N. 111th Avenue
Youngtown, AZ    85363
623-977-0339, 623-764-6562
Business Life Member

Other

Law Offices of Richard M. Lester
21054 Sherman Way, 3rd Floor
Canoga Park, CA  91303
800-521-2425
Business Life Member

$4,000.00 
Accidental Death and 

Dismemberment Insurance
To all MMA-AZ Members

*****AS OF July,2016*****

Hello all, 

I am pleased to announce that all Members of MMA-AZ now
have their Accidental Death and Dismemberment Insurance in-
creased from ($3,500.00)  Three Thousand Five -Hundred Dol-
lars to ($4,000.00) Four Thousand Dollars.

MMA-AZ is the first Motorcycle origination to have secured this
cost free insurance in Arizona. The Membership officer will per-
sonally be mailing out this announcement with A.I.L. information
in the very near future. 

Please remember that if you want to be contacted by a A.I.L.
Representative you must mail in their correspondence that will be
in the letter that we are sending you.

If you do not want to be contacted by an A.I.L. Representative do
not send this information in to A.I.L. A.I.L. does not have your
contact information unless you send in their reply card.

It’s that simple -- you need to do nothing to have this increase to
($4,000.00) Four Thousand Dollars of Accidental Death & Dis-
memberment Insurance.

If you have been thinking about getting more insurance or any
other type of insurance --- by all means please use the Insurance
Company that is sponsoring this $4,000.00 of Accidental Death
and Dismemberment Insurance benefit to us MMA-AZ Members.

Below is the web site and phone contact for American Income
Life Insurance Company for MMA-AZ Members.

www.ailife.com/benefits/SGLLB

1-800-495-1213 

Remember, if you want to be contacted send it in, if you do not
what to be contacted do not send it in.  That’s the way it works.

C. J. Swinford 
Chairman Emeritus
602-620-7110
CJSWINFORD@COX.NET

Help promote motorcycle 
education and awareness. 

e are a 501C3 Corporation. 
donation is 

tax deductible. To donate go to 
our website listed at the bottom.

Motorcycle Riders Foundation
Awareness & Education (MRFA&E)

 2
(202) 546-0983
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2018 Spring Street Vibrations continued
how I can cover the event as a reporter and
also participate in this contest…it just looks fun.

It’s hard to believe I’ve already done all this at
Street Vibrations in the first few hours of Friday.
The Globe of Death and the Slow Bike Races
happen several times over the weekend. And,
there are a bunch more bands. For me, I check
them all out, find out which one is playing my
personal favorite music and spend the most
time watching that one. 

But, before I could even catch the bands, I
joined the folks who registered and went to the
VIP party. This year, it was held inside the Silver
Legacy at the Rum Bullions bar. What’s interest-
ing to me is that Rum Bullions is actually one of
my favorite places to go hang out if I’m in the
mood for downtown casino action. They have
this nice little “outside” (not really, but it feels like
it) area where the free buffet was set up. One
really nice thing  was that the attendance was
perfect. I’m not sure of the exact number. But
when you’re having dinner, it’s nice to be able to
sit down. So, being in this environment where
there were just enough seats for everyone to sit
while they ate, the vibe was really nice and I
probably sat there a fair bit longer than I really
should have.

What forced me out of my seat was that I didn’t
want to miss the ceremonial flag raising and
Star Spangled Banner Sung by Tamara Evans,
the anthem is really nice at this event because
everybody stops what they’re doing and re-
spects the flag. At the same time, a four-person
color guard marches in carrying the flag, and
raises it.

Four JROTC color guard students, from Span-
ish Springs High School, perform the Flag Rais-
ing Ceremony. One of the interesting visuals of
this ceremony is that they wear authentic World
War II uniforms. I had a chance to catch up with
the group after they raised the flag and finished
getting their pictures taken with several fans.

The four students in the ceremony were,
Joseph Planck, Samantha Miller, Harrison
Janes and Ryland Hanski. Joseph is heading off
to the Navy. Samantha was the commander this
year. Harrison Janes, prior commander, handed
off the lead role to Samantha at this event and

is headed off to the Marine Corps. For Ryland,
this was his first time. 

I’m a little bit proud of these kids, since we’re all
from Reno, and can happily say they raised our
flag honorably. The crowd loves these kids and I
really enjoy seeing some of our youth taking the
flag and the national anthem forward like this.
For Joseph and Harrison, thanks for your up-
coming service and be safe! 

After the Flag Raising, there was another Slow
Race competition, which Kenny won again. And
then there were more bands to check out. On
stage for the evening lineup were Moz Motley
Blues Band, Beer Drinkers and Hell Raisers,
Rick Hammond, Nevada Hazzurd, Flock of 80z,
and Journey Unauthorized. Journey Unautho-
rized and Beer Drinkers and Hell Raisers, a ZZ
Top cover band, were the most popular on Fri-
day night. I’m not sure which band had the
biggest audience. Both were pretty popular and
playing great songs.

For me, and many, Saturday is the biggest day,
which starts off with a motorcycle ride. At this
event, there was the official ride for the Poker
Run. And there were other rides too. The official
ride goes from downtown Reno, over the hill
into Virginia City, down to Genoa and back.
That’s a great ride with really nice stops. I think
most people stop along the portion of the ride to
Virginia City at the lookout for a view of the city
from up high. Another fun stop along with way is
the Harley-Davidson dealership in Carson City.
They usually have something fun going on dur-
ing the event and this time there was a stunt
show in the parking lot. It’s always fun to see
what a Harley can do with the right rider on it.

While not officially part of the event, I noticed a
lot of riders headed out over Mt. Rose to see
Lake Tahoe, one of the most beautiful lakes in
the country. At the summit, if you hike up the hill
just a little bit, there’s a world-class view of the
lake and meadow you ride through on the way
over the mountain.

In addition to the riding most folks do on Satur-
day, the downtown area is still buzzing with all
the same activities as on Friday: Vendors,
bands, and tons of food. I stopped by the Russ
Brown Motorcycle Attorneys booth because I

had heard about something they were doing.
They have created an organization which you
can join for free called BAM: Breakdown and
Legal Assistance for Motorcyclists. You fill out a
form, get a card and you are a member. If you
break down, or need help, you can get free help
from one of the million or so volunteer mem-
bers. As a member, you may get a call/text and,
if you can help out, great. It’s not mandatory. It
could be as simple as helping someone out by
delivering a little gas to a member in need along
the road in your area. Or, you might be the one
to get help someday. I joined. 

Throughout the day, there were some of the
same bands as Friday and some new bands,
such as, New Wave Crave, Jason King and the
big daddy headliner band, Skynnyn Lynnyrd.
Skynnyn Lynnyrd is just awesome. Clearly, by
the name, you can tell what songs they play.
What you can’t know, until you see them, is just
how good they are. The crowd is fully engaged,
singing along and dancing to the music. And, as
one might expect, they closed the show with
Freebird. This year, there was so many people
live-streaming the end of the show, I couldn’t
get bandwidth to do it. And yes, I tried. That’s
full-on concert awesomeness!

I could keep writing about how much fun this
was. But, in the interest of space, I’ll wrap up
with a little bit about the people that put this on.
The organization that puts this on is called,
Roadshows, headed up by Randy Burke.
They’re a hard working small group of people
with a mission to make sure that people coming
to this show have a good and safe time. It’s kind
of funny because I talk to Randy about the
event every time just to find out what’s hot and
his thoughts. He did explain that, Spring Vibra-
tions, as he calls it, “This is the little brother of
the big Street Vibrations, where we get about
50,000 participants. This gets about 10.” And as
he told me about what was going on, he did
again mention the weather, “We have about 100
vendors, we got 5 stages, 13 bands, stunt
shows, headliner acts and, God bless us, great
weather!” You see, first and foremost in Randy’s
mind, when you have thousands and thousands
of bikes cruising around: Good weather is safe;
Good weather is fun. And Randy really wants us
all to have a good and safe time.

PROPONENTS OF GREEN NEW DEAL STRUGGLE TO 
EXPLAIN PHASE-OUT OF COMBUSTION ENGINE
https://blog.bikernet.com

WASHINGTON, DC — The Green New Deal
championed by Democratic New York Rep.
Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez officially rolled out
Thursday afternoon, but some proponents of
the bill appeared unable to explain how com-
mercial and private air travel will survive, should
the legislation ever become successful. (RE-
LATED: Does Ocasio-Cortez’s Green New Deal

Outlaw Every Building In The Country?)

Ocasio-Cortez’s Green New Deal calls to:

“Totally overhaul transportation by massively ex-
panding electric vehicle manufacturing, build
charging stations everywhere, build out high-
speed rail at a scale where air travel stops be-
coming necessary, create affordable public
transit available to all, with goal to replace every

combustion-engine vehicle.”

The Daily Caller spoke with Democratic Massa-
chusetts Sen. Ed Markey, a major supporter of
the package, about the lack of the combustion
engine in the future, as well as how the airline
industry would be affected by the plan.
6:46 PM 02/07/2019 | POLITICS
Kerry Picket
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