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This invention relates to a tambour automatic assembly machine and in particular to a tambour automatic assembly machine for assembling circuit boards. As is well known, there is a high demand in certain industries such as the electronics industry, for an automated assembly machine capable of rapidly
assembling a variety of different circuit boards, which may have different components, in a fraction of the time required by a human assembly operator. This requirement is particularly acute in the electronics industry since the cost of assembly is a significant portion of the overall cost of a finished circuit board.

One problem that has been encountered in efforts to automate circuit board assembly is that of precisely aligning a plurality of components on a circuit board, since it is very important that the precisely aligned components be retained on the circuit board during assembly of the circuit board. For this reason,
tambour assembly machines have been developed for substantially completely automatic assembly of circuit boards. While this concept represents a great improvement in
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