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shinobido also has an upgrade system for weapons and special abilities. as you're sneaking around, you can
pick up weapons and use them on enemies, and it's usually a case of noting what you picked up and
carrying on. you can find a variety of weapon types, but most come with the standard three hits (for swords,
axes and spears), a few bonus hits (that damage additional creatures) and a melee attack. most of the
melee abilities are designed to enhance stealth, and there are an astonishing number of them. it's almost a
shame you can't use them all in one go, because the variety of ways you can go about an enemy is a lot of
fun. the game also gives you access to a couple of special abilities. some are passive, and just make you
harder to hit; others are active and make noise. some of the latter also have some form of invisibility, which
is often the only way you can get a shot in. most of them are locked behind a skill point, which is a shame
because they're quite useful. for example, night vision can let you see in the dark, and will also see you if
you're caught on cctv. i could have done with one of those earlier on. he's stuck here, and once he tries to
turn himself in to the police, his ghostly hand is cut off and he gets a message from the police saying they
want him to leave. that's just how shinobido is, a game that gives you so much to do and so much to learn
that it makes the game feel like it's going to be impossible to master. the skill system is incredibly robust
and helps you unlock awesome ninja powers and abilities that you never expected to have, but it also makes
it very easy to screw it all up. you can take damage, and when you do the game slows down significantly. as
a result, you have to play shinobido like a chess game, and it's a delightfully clever one at that. you can
jump, slide and wall run, and if you're clever you can get around obstacles to avoid enemy attacks, and if
you're really clever you can launch attacks at your enemies from well out of range. then there's things like
the shadow scope, which turns you into a silent assassin, or the silent whip, which lets you hang from a wall
and attack enemies from far away.
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