


Favor
The

of God
31-DAY DEVOTIONAL

I n s p i r a t i o n  M i n i s t r i e s



Copyright ©2013 Inspiration Ministries

Published by Inspiration Ministries
P.O. Box 7750
Charlotte, NC 28241 USA
803-578-1899
inspiration.org

ISBN Number:  
9781936177189

All rights reserved under International Copyright law. This publication 
may not be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in 
whole or in part, in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical 
photocopying, recording or otherwise, without prior express written 
permission of the Publisher.

All Scripture quotations, unless otherwise indicated, are from the New 
American Standard Bible, © copyright 1960, 1962, 1963, 1968, 1971, 
1972, 1973, 1975, 1977 by the Lockman Foundation. Used by permission.
 

Printed in the United States of America.

00619B



“May the favor of the Lord our God rest on us; 
 establish the work of our hands for us.” 

– Psalm 90:17 NIV



If a friend asked how they could pray for you, what would you 
say? Do you need God’s healing touch? A financial breakthrough? 
The restoration of your marriage? Deliverance from an addiction? 
The salvation of your kids or other loved ones? 

Well, the good news is that there’s only ONE thing you really need: 

The life-changing favor of God!

You see, when you open your heart to God’s wisdom and favor, 
everything else in your life is impacted. Not only will He reenergize 
your spiritual life, but there will be a transformation of your health, 
finances, and relationships as well.

This is why David could boldly say, “Those who seek the LORD 
lack no good thing” (Psalm 34:10). The only need we have is a “seek 
the Lord” need! 

To David, this was more than a nice theory. Because he had drawn 
near to the Lord as his Good Shepherd, he lacked nothing (Psalm 
23:1). And he was so confident of God’s ongoing favor in his life that 
he proclaimed, “Surely your goodness and love will follow me all the 
days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever” (v. 6). 

David experienced this same kind of favor when the prophet 
Samuel was seeking God’s direction on who Israel’s next king should 
be (1 Samuel 16). Samuel knew the king was to be chosen from 
among the sons of Jesse, and so the sons were paraded before the 
prophet to see which one was the Lord’s choice. Samuel must have 
been puzzled when none of the seven oldest sons met with God’s ap-
proval, so he told Jesse: “The LORD has not chosen these…Are these all 
the sons you have?” (vs. 10-11)

Apparently, no one had thought to invite David to this impor-
tant gathering. He was the youngest son, and he was out tending his 
father’s sheep. 

God’s Favor Is all  You reallY Need. . .



But while everyone else was looking at factors like age and rank, 
God was looking for a man after His heart…who would fulfill His 
purposes (Acts 13:22, 36).

God was looking for a person  
He could show His favor to.

Friend, I hope you are such a person. Perhaps you feel like you’ve 
just been taking care of some smelly old sheep in a forgotten place…
but today your royalty may be revealed!

God wants to touch every area of your life with His divine  
favor. At Inspiration Ministries, we believe in the power of prayer, 
and we’ve seen the Lord give breakthroughs to countless partners 
when they contacted the Inspiration Prayer Center to intercede for 
their needs. 

But we’ve also seen another spiritual principle at work in the 
pages of Scripture:  

Sometimes a step of faith and obedience is 
needed before God’s favor is released!

People in the Bible were asked to do such things as dip in the Jor-
dan River…give their last bit of food to a prophet…stretch out their 
withered hand…wash in the Pool of Siloam…or plant a financial 
Seed. But whenever people exercised their faith and obeyed the Lord, 
He did miracles!

What step of faith is God asking you to take today? A great Har-
vest of supernatural favor is coming to your life as you Sow Seeds of 
faith, expectancy, and obedience.

God bless you on this exciting journey to lay hold of God’s  
amazing favor!

God’s Favor Is all  You reallY Need. . .
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The Favor of God Devotional

When they heard the Gospel, 
many Believers living in the 

Roman world struggled to understand 
the concept of “favor.” As Albert Bell 
has observed, in that culture, “what 
a person believed about the divine 
forces…was irrelevant”; what mat-
tered was “a person’s actions toward 
the gods.”

As Philip Freeman has explained, 
the gods of that culture “did not re-
late to their worshipers on a personal 
level.” Religion was more a function of 
the state. Individuals were “not expect-
ed to ‘believe in’ a divinity in order to 
worship him or her.” If a person want-
ed the “favor” of the gods, they could 
sacrifice an animal or go through some 
other ritual. “It was very businesslike,” 
and there certainly was no personal 
connection.

No wonder the “grace” of God 
made no sense to many. Why would 
God desire to have a personal relation-
ship with them? Why would He take 
the initiative to build this relationship?

Today’s Bible Reading: 1 Corinthians 15

“By the grace of God I am what I am.”
– 1 Corinthians 15:10 NASB

But Paul knew that Believers must 
understand God’s favor and grace. 
They needed to realize that they could 
have the same kind of relationship 
he had found with Jesus, who had 
reached out to him at a time when 
Paul actually was persecuting those 
who believed in Him.

Paul explained, “God demonstrates 
His own love toward us, in that while 
we were yet sinners, Christ died for us” 
(Romans 5:8). Also, it’s “by grace you 
have been saved through faith”; we 
didn’t earn it, for “it is the gift of God” 
(Ephesians 2:8). In fact, all of us owe 
everything to God. Like Paul, we’ve 
been blessed by His “special favor”  
(1 Corinthians 10:15 NLT).

Today, many find it difficult to 
grasp this favor and believe that it’s re-
ally not true. Many people simply feel 
unworthy. But God reaches out to us, 
asking us to accept His free gift. Revel 
in the depths of His love! Marvel at 
His unmerited favor!

God’s Unmerited  
Favor
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PRAYER:

Father, thank You for Your favor and for everything You’ve done for me. I 
commit my life to You. Use me for Your Kingdom and glory. In Jesus’ name. 
Amen.

Day 1



The Favor of God Devotional

The Israelites were enslaved, out-
numbered, and unarmed. As an 

isolated group of people surrounded 
by Egyptians, they appeared powerless 
and helpless. How surprising it must 
have sounded to hear God’s promise of 
favor!

We can only imagine how Moses 
and the other Israelites reacted. This 
promise must have seemed completely 
unrealistic. 

Yet in the days to come, they would 
realize that God kept His Word, as He 
performed miracle after miracle on 
their behalf. He orchestrated an incred-
ible series of events that led to their 
exodus from Egypt. 

As the Israelites were departing, the 
Egyptians amazingly gave them articles 
of silver and gold. Why? As He had al-
ready promised, “the LORD had given 
the people favor in the sight of the Egyp-
tians” (Exodus 12:35-36). Despite the 
many obstacles, God’s promise literally 
was fulfilled.

The Bible tells us that God’s favor 
opens doors and makes possible what 

Today’s Bible Reading: Exodus 3

“I will grant this people favor in the sight of the Egyptians.”  
– Exodus 3:21 NASB

seems impossible. We see this when Es-
ther “obtained favor” and saved her peo-
ple (Esther 5:2), and in the life of Mary 
who “found favor with God” (Luke 
1:30). This favor also was a characteris-
tic of Jesus’ life, for He “kept increasing 
in wisdom and stature, and in favor with 
God and men” (Luke 2:52).

God can grant this kind of favor at 
any time and to any person. The Bible 
says that “it is You who blesses the righ-
teous man, O LORD, You surround 
him with favor as with a shield”  
(Psalm 5:12). His favor provides us 
with protection and blessing as we seek 
to please Him.

In your life, remember that God’s 
favor can change everything in your 
life. He can transform any difficult sit-
uation you face, whether in your family 
or your finances, your health or your 
relationships. As He did for the Israel-
ites, God can grant this favor even to 
help you overcome your enemies.

Seek to please the Lord, and expect 
His blessings. Thank Him in advance 
for His favor!

Favor Changes  
Everything
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PRAYER:

Father, search my heart and mind, and reveal anything that is displeasing to 
You. I humble myself before You. Thank You for Your wisdom and favor. In 
Jesus’ name. Amen.

Day 2



The Favor of God Devotional

Nehemiah sat down and wept. He 
had heard that the walls of Jeru-

salem were broken down and that the 
exiles living there were in great trouble 
and disgrace. It was an emotional mo-
ment that showed his concern for the 
things of God and his compassion for 
his people.

Nehemiah realized God’s people 
were facing great problems. He knew 
something needed to be done, but he 
didn’t know what.

He also was aware of his own ap-
parent limitations. He was not a pow-
erful politician or a man of wealth. He 
was just a cupbearer who had a huge 
burden and who needed favor and 
success from the king.

So, for days he “mourned and fasted 
and prayed” (Nehemiah 1:4 NIV). 
He didn’t know what would happen, 
or that, one day, God would call on 
him to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem. 
Nehemiah just knew he was over-
whelmed with burdens. 

Today’s Bible Reading: Nehemiah 1

“O Lord, I beseech You, may Your ear be attentive to the prayer of Your servant 
and the prayer of Your servants who delight to revere Your name, and make Your 

servant successful today and grant him compassion before this man.”  
– Nehemiah 1:11 NASB 

But Nehemiah was God’s servant, 
and he knew he could not succeed 
without Him. His people needed 
more than human effort or a good 
idea—they needed a miracle! Yet, be-
cause Nehemiah cried out to Him, 
God granted him favor and success.

As we go through life, no matter 
what our situation or our resources, 
we need to realize that our lives are in 
God’s hands. No matter what prob-
lems and challenges we face, we can 
call on Him for help with our jobs, 
answers for our churches or families, 
miracles in our finances, and blessing 
on our relationships.

Like Nehemiah, remember that 
you can depend on the God who 
grants favor and does miracles. Know 
that He is ready to hear you and pro-
vide what you need. Like Nehemiah, 
humble yourself before Him. Believe 
Him for success and favor.

Favor in All  
Situations
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PRAYER:

Father, I commit these difficult situations to You: _________. Thank You that 
You are faithful. I’m grateful for Your favor and provision. I trust in You. In 
Jesus’ name. Amen.

Day 3



The Favor of God Devotional

It was a dark time in world history—
a time when “wickedness…was great 

on the earth.” So pervasive was this evil 
that “every intent” of the thoughts of 
all men and women were “only evil 
continually” (v. 5).

There were few redeeming quali-
ties. Businesses were characterized by 
corruption. Immorality was common-
place. There was an absence of positive 
role models. There was so much evil 
that God became “sorry that He had 
made man,” and even decided to “blot 
out man whom I have created from the 
face of the land” (vs. 6-7).

But one man was different! In this 
horrible environment, Noah found 
“favor” in God’s sight. In a time of 
evil, when God was ready to judge the 
rest of mankind, He spoke to Noah 
and accepted him, showing him favor. 
How? By singling out Noah for spe-
cific blessings, by providing direction 
for his life, and by giving him a plan 
to receive protection—both for him-
self and his family.

Today’s Bible Reading: Genesis 6

“Noah found favor in the eyes of the LORD.”   
– Genesis 6:8 NASB

While the Biblical definition con-
firms that favor cannot be earned, we 
see here how our lives can prepare us 
to receive God’s blessings and favor. 
The Lord observes the lives of indi-
viduals—how we live, the choices we 
make, the words we speak, what we do 
with the resources we’ve been given, 
to what degree we seek to obey Him, 
please Him, and serve Him.

Today, God continues to look for 
men and women to whom He can 
show His favor—faithful servants who 
trust in Him and continually seek to 
shine their Light, even during dark 
times.

Remember that God is watch-
ing you! No matter what is happen-
ing around you or how other people 
may live, He is watching over you to 
reward you, to bless and protect you, 
and to grant you His favor.

God’s Favor in  
Troubled Times
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PRAYER:

Father, I pray that You would be pleased with my life. I commit my time,  
talent, and treasure to You. Thank You for Your favor, protection, and  
provision. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

Day 4



The Favor of God Devotional

In his initial attempt, Alexander 
Mackenzie failed to find the fabled 

Northwest Passage. But, after further 
study, he believed the route was down 
the Peace River, today found in British 
Columbia and Alberta.

Mackenzie and his companions 
set out on a new expedition on May 
9, 1793. Ten days later, they entered 
the Peace River Canyon, with 20 miles 
of terrifying rapids, surrounded by 
thousand-foot-high cliffs. Their only 
option was to go ashore, where they 
used hatchets and axes to cut a path 
through a forested riverbank. They 
then battled a huge briar patch.

Continuing westward, they discov-
ered that the Peace River would not 
take them to the Pacific. So they fol-
lowed another river they hoped would 
lead them to the sea. They called this 
the “Bad River,” as it led them into 
violent rapids. Their canoe capsized, 
and the men were swept downstream. 
Their lives were spared, but they lost 
most of their ammunition and food.

Finally, through many dangers, 

Today’s Bible Reading: 2 Timothy 3

“You have carefully followed my doctrine…perseverance, persecutions, afflictions, 
which happened to me…what persecutions I endured. And out of them  

all the Lord delivered me. Yes, and all who desire to live godly in  
Christ Jesus will suffer persecution.” – 2 Timothy 3:10-12 NKJV

they reached saltwater. Although they 
had not discovered the Northwest Pas-
sage, they still achieved great things 
and were the first to cross North 
America north of Mexico.

The apostle Paul knew what it was 
like to face dangers. He had been im-
prisoned and beaten, stoned and ship-
wrecked. He faced dangers from rivers 
and robbers (2 Corinthians 11:23-28). 
But he recognized that God had de-
livered him from every danger, and he 
knew that we would also face dangers 
from a relentless spiritual foe who 
seeks to tempt and destroy us.

Like a shield against the worst on-
slaught of danger, the Lord protects us 
and “bestows favor and honor” on us 
(Psalm 84:11).

In your journey, seek to stay in 
tune with God. He has given you the 
Holy Spirit to be your guide. Make 
His Word a lamp to your feet and a 
light to your path (Psalm 119:105). 
Never be discouraged, but move for-
ward boldly by faith.

Deliverance  
from Danger
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PRAYER:

Father, I know You are with me. I need Your guidance and wisdom. I trust in 
Your protection and provision. Thank You for leading me to exciting new  
opportunities. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

Day 5



The Favor of God Devotional

Cardinal de Richelieu became a 
powerful leader of the Roman 

Catholic Church in the 17th century, 
but it was as a politician that he is best 
remembered. Richelieu became prime 
minister of France in 1624 and served 
until 1642, during the reign of King 
Louis XIII.

Richelieu sought to ensure that the 
king’s will would be obeyed. Through 
his actions, he strengthened the king’s 
power to deal with religious opposi-
tion and the independent nobility. 
He severely punished anyone who op-
posed the king, even ordering the de-
struction of all fortresses controlled by 
the nobility. Many who resisted these 
efforts were executed or exiled. His 
ruthlessness helped make France the 
most powerful country in Europe.

Richelieu once said, “Give me six 
lines written by the most honorable 
of men, and I will find an excuse in 
them to hang him.” Many throughout 
France realized how true this state-
ment was. He never hesitated to twist 
someone’s words, if that was to his 

Today’s Bible Reading: Proverbs 29

“The fear of man brings a snare, but he who trusts in the LORD will be exalted. 
Many seek the ruler’s favor, but justice for man comes from the LORD.”  

– Proverbs 29:25-26 NASB

advantage. He stopped at nothing to 
intimidate people when he felt it was 
necessary.

Through time, leaders in every are-
na have employed the same strategy, 
ruling through intimidation and fear, 
and people have been victimized by 
many kinds of fear. But the Bible gives 
us the way to be freed from fear of any 
kind. We simply need to trust in the 
Lord and place our confidence in Him 
as our ultimate Judge.

The favor of God protects you from 
the kind of persecution that Richelieu 
exacted on his victims. “For You, O 
Lord, will bless the righteous; with favor 
You will surround him as with a shield” 
(Psalm 5:12 NASB).

Is there any fear in your life? Fear 
about world conditions or the econo-
my? Fear about your family or person-
al relationships? Concerns about your 
job or finances? Don’t let fear rule your 
life. Place your trust in the Lord. Re-
member that He knows the truth. He 
is Almighty God, and you can depend 
on Him.

Replacing Fear   
with Favor
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PRAYER:

Father, thank You for delivering me from fear and filling me with favor. I trust 
in You to protect me and my loved ones in every situation. In Jesus’ name. 
Amen.

Day 6



The Favor of God Devotional

The Tambora volcano in Indo-
nesia began an eruption which 

developed into one of the largest in 
history. The eruption, which took 
place April 10, 1815, led to what was 
called the “Year without a Summer,” 
as temperatures plummeted through-
out the world.

Ash fell as far as 800 miles away, 
and the total ash emitted was 150 
times more than the 1980 eruption 
of Mount St. Helens. An estimated 
92,000 people were killed. Thou-
sands more died indirectly because of 
disease or starvation resulting from 
crop failures.

Natural disasters like this eruption 
remind us that there is no geographi-
cal place of absolute safety and securi-
ty in this life. Truly, we live in a world 
in which the earth may “change” at 
any time, and the mountains may 
“slip into the heart of the sea.”

Those who trust in the things of 
this world have endless opportunities 
to be shaken. They can find themselves 
filled with turmoil, worry, and fear. 

Today’s Bible Reading: Psalm 46

“God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. Therefore we will 
not fear, though the earth should change and though the mountains slip into  

the heart of the sea; though its waters roar and foam, though the  
mountains quake at its swelling pride.” – Psalm 46:1-3 NASB

But those who trust in the Lord 
can have a sure foundation in  
every situation. God promises His 
children favor and salvation—in 
any and every circumstance they 
may face (2 Corinthians 6:2). They 
do not trust in the weather or gov-
ernments, nor in military power or 
financial resources. Their confidence 
isn’t in popularity with people or in 
the state of the world’s economy. In-
stead, they place their trust in God!

No matter what the conditions 
are in the world, the Bible encour-
ages us to be still and know that God 
rules over the universe (v. 10). He is 
an ever-present help for you, even 
in times of trouble. No matter what 
you may go through, you have no 
reason to fear!

Today, take time to be still and 
remember that He is your God. 
Commit your needs to Him, and 
put your trust in Him. He is your 
fortress, refuge, and strength!

An Unshakeable 
Foundation

DAY
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PRAYER:

Father, thank You that You are my refuge and strength. I trust these situations 
to You: ________. Fill me with Your peace. Thank You that I can trust in You. 
In Jesus’ name. Amen.

Day 7



The Favor of God Devotional

Feeling called to ministry, John 
Sammis left a career in business. 

Born in Brooklyn in 1846, he was or-
dained in 1880 and served churches 
before becoming a teacher at the Bible 
Institute of Los Angeles.

In 1887, a friend of his, Daniel 
Towner, told Sammis about a young 
man he saw at a Dwight Moody  
crusade in Brockton, Massachusetts. 
Talking about his Christian life, the 
man confessed that he didn’t know 
all the doctrines. So, he said, “I’m go-
ing to trust, and I’m going to obey.” 
Struck with the insight of this perspec-
tive, Towner wrote down the words.

Sammis was moved as well, and he 
was inspired to write a hymn we still 
sing today, called “Trust and Obey.” 
He wrote, “When we walk with the 
Lord in the light of His Word, what 
a glory He sheds on our way! While 
we do His good will, He abides with 
us still, and with all who will trust and 
obey.” 

Today’s Bible Reading: Psalm 84

“The LORD God is a sun and shield; the LORD gives grace and glory;  
no good thing does He withhold from those who walk uprightly. O 

LORD of hosts, how blessed is the man who trusts in You!”
– Psalm 84:11-12 NASB

The message of this hymn was sim-
ple: “There’s no other way to be happy 
in Jesus, but to trust and obey.”

Sammis knew we can encoun-
ter doubts and problems, but “not a 
shadow can rise, not a cloud in the 
skies, but His smile quickly drives it 
away; not a doubt or a fear, not a sigh 
or a tear, can abide while we trust and 
obey.” 

When we trust and obey, we can 
give our burdens to Jesus, and realize 
that “the favor He shows” and “the joy 
He bestows” are for those who trust 
and obey.

Are you carrying burdens today? 
Do you have questions or doubts? 
Needs and worries? Just commit them 
to God. Don’t make it complicated. 
Simply trust Him, and obey His 
Word.

Trust and Obey
DAY
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PRAYER:

Father, teach me to trust in You and obey Your Word. Thank You for taking 
away my burdens. Help me to please You and serve You. I commit my life to 
You. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

Day 8



The Favor of God Devotional

The story of Esther is a wonder-
ful example of how God’s favor 

can make our lives great. Because of 
Esther’s favor with God, she had a 
profound effect on Hegai, the man in 
charge of the harem of Xerxes (king of 
the Medes and Persians). 

Hegai’s assignment was to find 
girls throughout the kingdom who 
would be good candidates to inherit 
the position of queen. Among the 
many candidates, Esther stood out. 
Why? Because she “found favor.”

What was so special about her? 
What made the difference? It was not 
her background or family. Nor was it 
any unique connections or abilities. 
Yes, she was beautiful, but so were 
the other candidates. Physical beauty 
alone was not enough to set her apart.

Not only did Esther find favor with 
Hegai, but she also “pleased” the king. 
The Hebrew word here demonstrates 
the various ways Esther was found to 
be pleasing. In addition to her physical 
beauty, she had a pleasant personality. 

Today’s Bible Reading: Esther 2

“The young lady pleased him and found favor with him.”
– Esther 2:9 NASB

She was cheerful and made others glad 
to be around her.

Hegai had seen hundreds of girls, 
but Esther was unusually memorable. 
The impact was so immediate that he 
became convinced she was the one to 
be queen.

There must have been something 
special about Esther’s heart that was 
revealed in these external factors. A 
unique peace and joy must have bub-
bled and exuded out of her. Her posi-
tive attitude had to be contagious. 

These traits were demonstrated 
throughout Esther’s life. We see the 
characteristics repeated in her rela-
tionships with Xerxes, Mordecai, and 
everyone else she met.

This story shows the impact we can 
have when our life exudes joy and glad-
ness, well-being and goodness, beauty 
and cheerfulness. People can tell in-
stantly what kind of spirit is within 
us. Just like Esther, God will change 
our countenance and shine through us 
with His love and goodness.

Standing Out from 
the Crowd
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PRAYER:

Father, I pray that You would transform my life through Your amazing favor. 
Fill me with Your joy and peace. Use me to impact others for the Gospel. In 
Jesus’ name. Amen.

Day 9



The Favor of God Devotional

Today, Leonardo da Vinci is recog-
nized as one of history’s greatest 

artists. Although he was considered a 
true genius, in many ways, his life large-
ly was the record of failure.

Scholar Ross King tells how Leon-
ardo hoped to find work as an architect, 
but “his wooden model for a domed 
tower for Milan’s half-built cathedral 
was rejected.” He tried to get the job of 
designing and casting the bronze doors 
for Piacenza Cathedral, but received no 
response.

Although Leonardo drew up de-
tailed plans to redevelop the city of 
Milan, “not a single part of this plan 
was ever adopted or constructed.” He 
designed many military weapons, but 
these remained largely undeveloped. He 
was commissioned to sculpt a massive 
bronze statue, yet it was never complet-
ed, despite years of labor.

Leonardo’s breakthrough came 
when he was commissioned to paint a 
“Last Supper” scene in the refectory of 
Santa Marie delle Grazie. When it was 
completed, it became clear that he was 

Today’s Bible Reading: Luke 11

 “I tell you, even though he will not get up and give him anything because 
he is his friend, yet because of his persistence he will get up and give  

him as much as he needs.”  – Luke 11:8 NASB

an extraordinary artistic genius. He suc-
ceeded this time because he seized the 
opportunity and finally brought a proj-
ect to completion.

In our Christian lives, we might face 
many obstacles and closed doors. We 
may seem to fail at times. But we need to 
remember the importance of persistence. 
With persistence and God’s favor, we can 
overcome any obstacle. “For You are the 
glory of their strength, And in Your favor 
our horn is exalted” (Psalm 89:17).

Jesus told a parable about a man 
who went to his friend at midnight. The 
friend would not open the door but, as 
the man persisted, everything changed. 
He finally received what he needed  
“because of his persistence.” 

As Jesus taught, we must be persis-
tent in order to find success. As we con-
tinue to ask, seek, and knock, we can be 
confident that God will hear our prayers. 
The door “will be opened.”

If you face challenges or delays, don’t 
become discouraged. Trust in God. Stay 
faithful. Refuse to give up. Continue to 
believe, and persevere in your prayers.

Persisting Until Your 
Breakthrough Comes
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PRAYER:

Father, thank You for the power of prayer. I will continue to seek Your face and 
remain faithful to Your call. Thank You for opening doors for me through Your 
favor. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

Day 10



The Favor of God Devotional

“To the victor belong the spoils” 
is a comment New York Sen-

ator William Marcy made after the 
election of Andrew Jackson as U.S. 
President in 1828. Marcy’s statement 
became associated with the “spoils” 
system, marking a major change in the 
American political system.

The concept is that the political 
party winning an election can give 
government jobs to its voters as a re-
ward and incentive. After Jackson’s 
election, an unprecedented number of 
political appointments were made. In 
fact, nearly 10 percent of all govern-
ment positions were awarded to politi-
cal appointees.

The spoils system is still employed, 
as people continue to recognize the 
implications of political power. They 
see how favor opens doors. It influ-
ences hearts and minds, and changes 
the course of careers. Demonstrating 
its importance, the Bible tells us that 
“favor is better than silver and gold” 
(Proverbs 22:1).

But, as the Bible warns, some 

Today’s Bible Reading: Proverbs 29

“Many seek the ruler’s favor, but justice for man comes from the LORD.”  
– Proverbs 29:26 NASB

people have lost perspective. In the 
effort to gain political favor, they be-
come flatterers, willing to say just 
about anything. They become willing 
to compromise their convictions and 
abandon the Truth, ready to say or do 
anything to get ahead.

The Bible tells us that there is a 
much more effective way to find suc-
cess and favor: To seek God. He is the 
most important Judge. Kings and 
other authority figures, in reality, have 
only limited authority, and then for 
only a relatively short period of time.

Ultimately, it is God who makes 
decisions that last—ones that really 
matter. If we are wise, we will rec-
ognize this truth. We will see other 
people in perspective, recognizing that 
they have power only because of the 
Lord’s permission.

Today, seek to please God with 
your life, your attitude, your words, 
and your actions. Remember that His 
favor can give you the turnaround you 
need. Human favor is unreliable, but 
you always can depend on the Lord!

Craving a Ruler’s  
Favor
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PRAYER:

Father, I trust my life to You. Help me to please You and serve You. Thank You 
that Your favor is all I need for success and victory. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

Day 11



The Favor of God Devotional

To people throughout northern 
Italy, Lodovico Sforza seemed 

like the ultimate power broker. Born 
in 1452, his father, Francesco, had 
been duke of Milan. Lodovico was 
driven not just to follow in his father’s 
footsteps, but to dominate life.

By 1484, he seemed entrenched 
in leadership. The horses in his stable 
were inscribed with a globe and the 
motto, “As long as he wills.” A Ve-
netian chronicler marveled that “all 
that this man does prospers.” Fortune 
seemed to favor him “in everything 
that he undertakes.”

Yet, below the surface, Lodovico 
always worried about threats to his 
rule. What would the French do? 
What about the Pope and the other 
Italian states? What about the Holy 
Roman Empire?

Then, in 1499, the French and the 
Venetians signed a treaty, agreeing to 
oust Lodovico from power and split 
his territory between them. Even his 
own people, burdened by taxes, were 

Today’s Bible Reading: Acts 12

“On an appointed day Herod…took his seat on the rostrum…The people kept  
crying out, ‘The voice of a god and not of a man!’ And immediately an  

angel of the Lord struck him because he did not give God the glory, and  
he was eaten by worms and died.”  – Acts 12:21-23 NASB

eager for his departure. He was so des-
perate that he turned to the Muslim 
Turks for help, but they could not save 
him.

A French army attacked and seized 
his fortresses. Soon Milan was filled 
with panic. Lodovico tried to escape 
but was captured in April 1500, be-
trayed by one of his own mercenaries. 

One chronicler noted that his cap-
ture was “a spectacle so abject that it 
moved even many of his enemies to 
tears.” His health soon deteriorated, 
and he died in prison in May 1508.

How often today’s rulers seem 
invincible. And the companies that 
dominate business may appear to be 
all powerful. But God knows that any 
of these earthly kingdoms will not last.

Remember to always trust in God 
and serve Him: “For whoever finds me 
finds life and obtains favor from the 
Lord” (Proverbs 8:35). He will give 
you favor that never ends!

Favor that  
Never Ends
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PRAYER:

Father, thank You that Your favor lasts forever. I put my trust in You to guide 
me and provide for me. Show me Your priorities, that my life would glorify 
You. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

Day 12



The Favor of God Devotional

There seemed to be no hope and 
no possibility of appeal. Every 

Jew in Persia knew that they’d been 
condemned. The date set for their ex-
ecution approached. Then a miracle 
took place. All along, in ways they 
hadn’t understood, God had been 
working to save His people—long be-
fore the crisis had developed or they 
cried out to Him.

God had given favor to Esther, a 
Jewish woman who had become the 
king’s bride. She was in this position 
of influence when Haman, the king’s 
advisor, devised the plot to eliminate 
the Jews. She was there to expose this 
plot, enabling her people to be saved.

This was such a miracle that, for 
more than 2,000 years, Jews world-
wide have paused to remember their 
deliverance. This celebration, called 
“Purim,” begins today.

Today’s Bible Reading: Esther 9

“They called these days Purim after the name of Pur…the Jews established and made a 
custom for themselves and for their descendants and for all those who allied themselves 

with them, so that they would not fail to celebrate these two days according to their 
regulation and according to their appointed time annually.” – Esther 9:26-27 NASB

This can truly be a celebration for 
all of God’s people, for Purim reminds 
us how much He cares for us—even 
in our darkest moments and in situa-
tions that seem hopeless. It reminds us 
of His promise to protect and deliver 
His people.

Today, the same God who deliv-
ered the Jews in Persia is by your side. 
He can deliver you from any trial. He 
can perform miracles to meet your 
needs. He can solve problems that 
don’t seem to have solutions.

If you have needs in your life, cry 
out to God. Remember all the ways 
He’s helped you in the past. He is 
faithful. His promises still are true. In 
the world, you may have troubles, but 
God will bring you victory!

Miraculous Favor
DAY
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PRAYER:

Father, I commit these challenging situations to You: _______. Thank You for 
providing the help I need. Thank You for Your wisdom and favor. I praise You 
today! In Jesus’ name. Amen.

Day 13



The Favor of God Devotional

The memory of the Maccabees 
was vivid in the minds of the 

Jewish people throughout the time of 
Jesus’ earthly ministry. The very sight 
of Roman soldiers was a painful re-
minder that, under the Maccabees (in 
the second century BC), the Jews had 
ruled their own kingdom.

Many, like the zealots, hoped for 
a military uprising to end Roman 
rule. This included men like Simon 
the Zealot, one of Jesus’ disciples. 
But, from the beginning of His min-
istry, Jesus demonstrated that He had 
a different mission. He had come to 
fulfill the ancient prophecy that He 
would be called the “Prince of Peace” 
(Isaiah 9:6).

Peace was central to Jesus’ life 
and ministry. Announcing His birth, 
the angelic choir declared, “Glory to 
God in the highest, and on earth peace 
among men with whom He is pleased” 
(Luke 2:14). Jesus would tell His disci-
ples, “Peace I leave with you; My peace I 
give to you” (John 14:27). And He gave 
them His Word “so that in Me you may 

Today’s Bible Reading: Matthew 5

“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.” 

– Matthew 5:9 NASB

have peace” (John 16:33).
Jesus declared that God’s richest 

blessings were given to those who were 
“peacemakers.” The Greek word here 
(used for the only time in the Bible) 
means to love peace and encourage peace 
among others.

The message of peace was central to 
the Gospel. Paul taught that peace was a 
fruit of the Holy Spirit (Galatians 5:22). 
Believers also could experience God’s 
peace as they prayed about everything 
and let their requests be made known 
to God. As they practiced the truths of 
the Gospel, they were promised that 
“the God of peace” would be with them 
(Philippians 4:6-9).

Today, God still promises bless-
ings to those who are passionate about 
seeking Him and serving Him. He 
gives favor to those who want to be 
instruments of His peace. This means 
a quest to bring reconciliation to fami-
lies…heal sick bodies…restore those 
who are worried…and offer peace 
with God to all who are troubled.

Favor for the  
Peacemakers
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PRAYER:

Father, use me to spread Your peace and impact others for Your Kingdom. 
Open doors that I might share the Gospel with those who don’t yet know You. 
In Jesus’ name. Amen.

Day 14



The Favor of God Devotional

He was a man with almost unfath-
omable talents. Yet, approaching 

the end of his life, Leonardo da Vinci 
realized how little he had accomplished, 
writing, “Tell me if anything was ever 
done.” In spite of a vivid imagination, 
he rarely finished projects. Of his paint-
ings, only 15 survive, and four are un-
finished.

Born in 1452, in Vinci, Italy, just 
outside Florence, Leonardo excelled at 
disciplines ranging from architecture 
to engineering, and he conceived many 
revolutionary concepts for military 
weapons. 

Leonardo moved to Milan, hoping 
his ideas would be developed. Instead, 
he found himself working on mod-
est projects such as designing wedding  
costumes and creating sets for plays.

He was challenged by a commis-
sion to sculpt a spectacular bronze horse 
for Milan’s powerful duke, Lodovico  
Sforza. Yet the sculpture was never  
finished.

Then, around 1496, Sforza commis-
sioned him to paint the Last Supper on 

Today’s Bible Reading: Matthew 25

“To one he gave five talents, to another, two, and to another, one, each 
according to his own ability. He went on his journey.”  

 –  Matthew 25:15 NASB 

a wall of the convent/church of Santa 
Maria delle Grazie. Because of his many 
other interests, his work often was de-
layed on this massive project. But, for 
one of the few times in his life, he even-
tually was able to concentrate his relent-
less energy. It took three years, but the 
painting finally was completed.

Today, connoisseurs and average 
consumers can relish this masterpiece 
and the few other projects Leonardo 
finished. But we only can wonder what 
more he could have accomplished.

Jesus told the Parable of the Talents 
to help us realize that God has given 
each of us unique gifts, talents, and  
resources. We’re responsible for how we 
use these gifts. God promises to show 
favor to those who invest their talents, 
but He’s displeased when we fail to use 
them. 

Make sure you are using the time, 
talent, and treasure you’ve been given. 
Don’t hide or squander your talents, but 
invest them in God’s Kingdom and the 
lives of others. Your faithfulness can un-
leash God’s favor in ever-greater ways.

Favor Unleashed 
Through Faithfulness
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PRAYER:

Father, thank You for the talents, gifts, and resources You have given me. I 
place them all into Your hands. Use me to impact the lives of others. In Jesus’ 
name. Amen.

Day 15



The Favor of God Devotional

Absalom was a complex figure. 
He was shrewd and clever, hand-

some and charismatic. But along with 
his many talents, he was arrogant and 
self-serving. He murdered his brother 
and led an unsuccessful civil war in 
an attempt to dethrone his father as 
Israel’s king. 

Absalom’s life provides a fascinat-
ing account of the process by which 
we can influence others. He won favor 
with the common people of Israel be-
cause of how he treated them. Show-
ing initiative, he wooed them, listened 
to them, and convinced them that he 
cared about their problems. He gave 
people hope that he could help them 
with their problems. Through these 
actions, he won the support of much 
of the country in a relatively short 
time.

Today, as throughout history, these 
same techniques have proven to be 
effective in politics and business, in 
communities and relationships—even 
among Christians! Why? Because 

Today’s Bible Reading: 2 Samuel 15

“Absalom used to rise early and stand beside the way to the gate; and when any 
man had a suit to come to the king for judgment, Absalom would call to him 

and say…‘Oh that one would appoint me judge in the land.’…So Absalom 
stole away the hearts of the men of Israel.” – 2 Samuel 15:2-6 NASB

these methods are based on basic Bib-
lical principles.

The Bible reminds us that God is 
the one who ultimately grants favor. 
He can supernaturally change hearts 
and open doors. He can enable us to 
do what seems impossible. However, 
the Bible also reminds us that we 
can influence the response of others 
through our words and actions.

If we want this kind of favor with 
others, we must apply Biblical prin-
ciples. This means showing compassion 
and concern, letting people know that 
we really care. Instead of focusing on 
ourselves, it requires us to listen and 
show a genuine interest in the problems 
of others. We must demonstrate the 
love of God, pray for people’s needs, 
and seek to give them hope. 

Today, be a good example of a per-
son whose life has been transformed. 
Seek to influence others, not just for 
your own sake, but to point them to 
Jesus.

Keys to Winning  
People’s Favor
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PRAYER:

Father, I want my life to reflect Your love and favor. Give me a heart of com-
passion, and use me to influence others for Your Kingdom. Be glorified in 
everything I do. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

Day 16



The Favor of God Devotional

There was great pessimism among 
the people of Los Angeles when 

Frank Bartleman began to lead a great 
Christian revival in Southern Cali-
fornia. It seemed that nothing would 
ever change, nonetheless, Bartleman 
who had become “greatly burdened 
for souls,” began joining with others to 
pray and seek God.

He realized that some would be 
skeptical. He knew that “most believers 
find it easier to criticize than to pray.” 
Convinced that believers must be seri-
ous about seeking God, he declared that 
“the depth of revival will be determined 
exactly by the depth of the spirit of re-
pentance.”

When these believers started pray-
ing together in the spring of 1905, “no 
one seemed to have much faith for any-
thing out of the ordinary.” But gradu-
ally everything changed. As they hum-
bled themselves and prayed, “a spiritual 
atmosphere” was created.

But they needed to be willing to lay 
everything else aside. And they discov-
ered that their “self-life” and normal 

Today’s Bible Reading: Galatians 1

“Am I now seeking the favor of men, or of God? Or am I striving to 
please men? If I were still trying to please men, I would not be a bond-

servant of Christ.” – Galatians 1:10 NASB 

“religious” activities actually could pre-
vent the move of God. In fact, “one’s 
religious service” could be “the greatest 
hindrance to the blessing and favor of 
God.” 

Real favor came as these men and 
women made a total, life-changing 
commitment. It was this commitment 
that led to the Azusa Street revivals that 
swept Southern California and spread 
throughout the world.

In our time, God still can perform 
mighty miracles and bring about great 
revivals. He still can turn the hearts of 
kings and nations. And He still can 
grant favor and supernaturally open 
doors that seem closed.

What does it take for this to hap-
pen? God is looking for people with 
the same commitment and passion that 
inspired the Azusa Street revivals. He’s 
searching for those who will pray and 
believe, those who aren’t crippled by 
doubt or discouragement. His favor will 
be released for those who are sensitive to 
His Spirit, who humble themselves and 
passionately seek His Kingdom.

Favor Sparks  
a Revival
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PRAYER:

Father, thank You for Your favor. I lay everything else aside in order to seek 
Your face and Your Kingdom. Change my heart, and use me to impact others. 
In Jesus’ name. Amen.

Day 17



The Favor of God Devotional

Nehemiah wept for several days. 
He “mourned and fasted and 

prayed.” This was his reaction when he 
heard the report about conditions in 
Jerusalem. He heard how “things are 
not going well” for the Jews who had 
returned there. How “they are in great 
trouble and disgrace.” How its walls had 
been “torn down, and the gates have 
been destroyed by fire.”

Desperate, Nehemiah turned to 
God, having no idea what would hap-
pen. Regardless of what was to take 
place, he realized that he needed God’s 
“favor” in order to have success.

The word here often is translated 
“mercy” but also can be translated 
“womb.” This gives us insight into the 
“favor” of God, for the womb is the 
place where our lives begin. It is a place 
of comfort, rest, and security. In the 
womb, each baby is totally dependent 
on the mother. The mother carries all 
the burdens and responsibilities, and 
she must provide all the food and pro-
tection. The baby only can rest and 
trust.

Today’s Bible Reading: Nehemiah 1

“O Lord, please hear my prayer! Listen to the prayers of those of us who 
delight in honoring you. Please grant me success today by making the 

king favorable to me. Put it into his heart to be kind to me.”  
– Nehemiah 1:11 NLT

This also shows that God’s favor is 
often released in our lives as a new birth 
or new beginning. No matter what diffi-
cult circumstances or “birth pangs” we 
may be going through, God can give 
birth to “a new thing” in our lives today 
(Isaiah 43:19).

Walking in God’s favor means 
recognizing what He does for us and 
how much we must depend on Him. 
It means realizing that our lives are in 
His hands.

Receiving God’s favor begins with 
recognition that He is our Creator, the 
God of the whole Universe. It requires 
awareness that in order to experience 
success, happiness, joy, peace, content-
ment, and fulfillment, we truly depend 
upon Him.

Today, commit your burdens and 
challenges to God. Trust in Him. Be-
lieve Him for His favor. Be confident 
that He can open any door and solve 
any problem. He can give you His 
peace and comfort. Just as a baby in the 
womb depends upon the mother, you 
can depend upon Him…in everything!

A New Beginning  
of Favor

DAY

18



  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

PRAYER:

Father, break my heart with the things that break Your heart. Use me to show 
Your love to others. I’m grateful for Your favor and provision. I trust in You. In 
Jesus’ name. Amen.

Day 18



The Favor of God Devotional

Very little is known about Dorothy 
Thrupp. We know she was born 

in Paddington, Middlesex, England, 
in June 1779. We know she wrote and 
edited many poems and hymns, but 
she rarely used her own name. Prefer-
ring pseudonyms, she let her words 
speak for themselves. Demonstrating 
this concern, when she edited Hymns 
for the Young, all the music was given 
anonymously.

From the testimony of her hymns, 
we know that Dorothy realized how 
much she needed Jesus. That personal 
relationship with Him was the focal 
point of her life.

In 1836, she wrote words to a 
hymn that expressed the blessing of 
having Jesus as her Savior and her 
Shepherd. Called “Savior, Like a Shep-
herd Lead Us,” this hymn revels in the 
comfort of knowing the “tender care” 
Jesus provides. It describes how He has 
prepared blessings for us and will feed 
us in His “pleasant pastures.”

Today’s Bible Reading: John 10

“The sheep hear his voice, and he calls his own sheep by name and leads 
them out…I am the good shepherd; the good shepherd lays down His life 

for the sheep…I know My own and My own know Me.”    
– John 10:3-14 NASB 

Dorothy knew that, through Jesus, 
we can experience favor. Even though 
we are “poor and sinful,” we can turn 
to Him, and He has “promised to re-
ceive us.” Because of His mercy, he 
will “relieve us.” Through His grace we 
can be cleansed and free.

She wrote that Jesus is “the guard-
ian of our way.” He will keep and de-
fend us, and He will “seek us when we 
go astray.” 

Dorothy saw how wonderful it is 
to know that Jesus has bought us, and 
that we belong to Him. He loves us, 
and we know He hears us when we 
pray. “Blessèd Jesus,” Dorothy prayed 
in this hymn, “Thou hast loved us, 
love us still.”

Today, remember that Jesus is your 
Shepherd. He is watching over you. 
He’s there to protect and bless you, 
and He will grant you His favor.

Receiving Our  
Shepherd’s Favor
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PRAYER:

Dear Lord Jesus, thank You that You are my Shepherd. Thank You for  
protecting and guiding me. Thank You for providing for me through Your  
love and favor. In Your name. Amen.

Day 19



The Favor of God Devotional

Soon after Solomon became king, 
God appeared to him in a dream 

and said, “Ask what you wish Me to 
give you.” Think of all the ways Solo-
mon could have responded! But he 
acknowledged that he was “but a 
little child” and asked for “an under-
standing heart to judge Your people to 
discern between good and evil.” God 
was pleased, promising to give him 
“a wise and discerning heart,” so that 
no one else would ever be like him  
(1 Kings 3:5-15).

One of the first opportunities to 
apply this wisdom came in his rela-
tionship with Hiram, king of Tyre, 
who had been a “friend of David.” Af-
ter Solomon requested help to build 
the Temple, Hiram “rejoiced greatly” 
and agreed to do everything he asked. 
Why? Because God had given him  
favor.

This is the kind of favor God can 
give to anyone. How? Solomon him-
self wrote, “When a man’s ways are 
pleasing to the LORD, He makes even 

Today’s Bible Reading: 1 Kings 5

“When Hiram heard the words of Solomon, he rejoiced greatly and said, ‘Blessed be 
the LORD today, who has given to David a wise son over this great people.’…‘ 

I have heard the message which you have sent me; I will do what you desire  
concerning the cedar and cypress timber.’”  –1 Kings 5:7-8 NASB

his enemies to be at peace with him” 
(Proverbs 16:7). The Bible also says 
that God does not withhold any good 
thing “from those who walk uprightly” 
(Psalm 84:11).

Do you want God’s favor in your 
life? He wants to give it to you! You 
can experience the Lord’s favor in ev-
ery area of your life: in your workplace 
and church…your family and com-
munity…your finances and relation-
ships…and even in dealing with your 
adversaries. 

How does this favor come? As you 
humble yourself before God...submit 
your life to Him…seek His wisdom…
seek first His Kingdom and His righ-
teousness…and commit yourself to 
walking uprightly and making your 
ways pleasing to Him.

Today, move forward confidently 
in faith. Believe Him for incredible 
favor.

Rejoicing in  
God’s Favor
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PRAYER:

Father, I need Your wisdom and discernment. Help me to walk uprightly and 
please You in all that I do. I look to You for favor. May my life bring You glory. 
In Jesus’ name. Amen.

Day 20



The Favor of God Devotional

Many Israelites were filled with 
uncertainty as they were about 

to enter the Promised Land. Ahead, 
they knew there were “giants” in the 
land, but also many other unknowns. 
What would they face? What would 
happen?

At this critical moment, Moses de-
clared that God already had prepared 
blessings for them. He was ready to 
give them victory and overwhelming 
favor. But he also made clear that their 
actions would determine whether or 
not they received these blessings.

Over 14 verses, we read details 
of the kind of blessings the Israelites 
could expect if they obeyed God. But 
the next 53 verses describe the curs-
es that would result from the wrong 
decisions. There were consequences 
to their actions, and blessings only 
would result if they made the right 
choices.

The principles Moses described 
remain true: God still promises bless-

Today’s Bible Reading: Deuteronomy 28

““If you diligently obey the LORD your God, being careful to do all His  
commandments which I command you today, the LORD your God will set you 

high above all the nations of the earth. All these blessings will come upon you and 
overtake you if you obey the LORD your God.” – Deuteronomy 28:1-2 NASB

ings, but only if we listen to Him and 
diligently obey Him. In fact, His 
blessings will be so overwhelming that 
they’ll take hold of us. We literally 
will be overtaken with blessings. That is 
how much He wants to bless us!

Every day, we have important de-
cisions to make. If we make the right 
choices, we will be blessed. But if we 
make the wrong choices, we will suffer 
the consequences and fail to receive 
God’s blessings.

Do you want God’s blessings and 
favor in your life? He wants to give 
them to you!

Start by committing your life to 
Him. Make Jesus your Lord. Fill your 
life with His Word, and seek to obey 
Him. Listen carefully to God’s in-
structions and the leading of His Spir-
it. Then expect His blessings and favor!

Overtaken by  
Blessings
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PRAYER:

Father, thank You for Your incredible promises. I want to diligently listen to 
You and obey You. Fill me with faith to expect Your blessings in my life. In 
Jesus’ name. Amen.

Day 21



The Favor of God Devotional

Achieving great career promotion 
and advancement is the dream of 

students, interns, employees, and man-
agers. In the world, many feel that the 
secret to this kind of advancement is 
to be a “toady.” The Merriam-Webster 
Dictionary defines a “toady” as “one 
who flatters in the hope of gaining fa-
vors.”

This word has its roots from those 
who were “toad-eaters.” In 18th-centu-
ry England, these men were employed 
to eat a toad that was believed to be 
poisonous. Then, based on this decep-
tion, their employers would dazzle au-
diences by “expelling” the poison. Be-
ing a “toady” became synonymous with 
being deceptive.

Many assume that this kind of flat-
tering is acceptable and even necessary 
for success. They think the only thing 
that matters is getting ahead. Whatever 
it takes, they strive to win a promo-
tion or accomplish a goal, even if this 
requires deceptive means. Such people 
may “flatter with their lips but harbor 
deception in their hearts” (Psalm 12:2).

Today’s Bible Reading: Proverbs 12

“The good obtain favor from the Lord, but He condemns a man who schemes.” 
– Proverbs 12:2 Christian Standard Version

However, is it really necessary to 
bend the truth in order to find success? 
Must we be willing to lie and cheat…to 
look for opportunities to gain credit…
or to blame others for problems? 

While these “success strategies” are 
common in the world, the Bible urges 
us to remember how easily we can lose 
perspective. As Jesus warned, we can 
focus on gaining the world, while we’re 
in the process of losing our own soul 
(Matthew 16:26).

Instead of this misguided pursuit 
of worldly success, we must recognize 
that the favor we need comes from 
God. If we want to receive His favor, 
we will not be flatterers or schemers. 
Rather than using deception to climb 
the ladder of success, we will seek to be 
“good”—pleasing the Lord and doing 
what is right in His sight.

Today, don’t be a people-pleaser. In-
stead, make it your goal to please God 
in everything you do (Galatians 1:10). 
You always can count on Him. Believe 
Him for favor and blessings today!

Not Flattery,  
but Favor
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PRAYER:

Father, my desire is to please You. Thank You for Your favor. Thank You for 
blessing me. Help me to serve You with my time, talent, and treasure. In Jesus’ 
name. Amen.

Day 22



The Favor of God Devotional

The Bible describes how our ac-
tions and attitude can result in 

favor. But what are the keys? What do 
we need to do? One key is having “good 
understanding.”

The Hebrew words here tell us that 
this is more than just accumulating 
information. It means having spiritual 
insight and discernment. It implies we 
must have good sense and know how 
to succeed.

This explains why it is important to 
seek wisdom and understanding—to 
realize the importance of seeking God, 
knowing His Word, and putting it into 
practice. We always must remember 
that “the fear of the LORD is the begin-
ning of wisdom” (Psalm 111:10).

As we revere and honor God, and 
put His commandments into prac-
tice, we embrace a lifestyle that leads 
to a “good understanding.” We receive 
insight from Him and gain His favor. 
This “understanding is a fountain of life 
to one who has it” (Proverbs 16:22).

But the Bible provides a strong 
contrast in describing the “treacherous.” 

Today’s Bible Reading: Proverbs 13

“Good understanding produces favor, but the way of the treacherous is hard.” 
– Proverbs 13:15 NASB

These people are unfaithful and betray 
others. Instead of being honest, they 
are willing to cover up their true mo-
tives and disguise their desires. They 
are willing to obtain their objectives by 
being sneaky, devious, and underhanded.

They employ these tactics and strat-
egies because they think this is the way 
to succeed. For a season, they may en-
joy success, at least in the eyes of the 
world. Yet the Bible warns that their 
way is “hard.” These attitudes become 
ingrained. They become habits that are 
employed throughout their lives, in 
every area. This becomes “their ruin” 
(ESV).

Do you want favor from God? Seek 
His wisdom and understanding. Study 
His Word, and put it into practice. 
Fear God, and submit your life to Him. 
Seek to please Him. 

These are steps that lead to real 
and lasting favor. This favor from God 
will become a “fountain of life” for you  
(v. 14). You can drink and be satisfied!

The Fountain of  
God’s Favor
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PRAYER:

Father, may Your wisdom and understanding flow like a fountain in my life. 
Help me to please and serve You. Thank You for Your favor and Your blessings. 
In Jesus’ name. Amen.

Day 23



The Favor of God Devotional

While on Mount Sinai, God gave  
Moses an important guaran-

tee: That “in every place where I cause 
My name to be remembered, I will come 
to you and bless you.” What a powerful 
promise! A promise of God’s blessing 
“in every place”! 

But there was a condition: They 
must remember His name.

The Lord instructed them to build 
an altar and make offerings. Altars 
were places to remember Him—where 
they would stop their daily routines 
and focus on God Himself. These al-
tars would be places to make offerings 
to demonstrate that they really trusted 
in Him and that He was more impor-
tant than their possessions or anything 
else.

This principle remains true. God 
still promises to bless us and give us 
favor. But we, too, must remember 
Him. We, too, need to build “altars” 
and make sacrificial offerings. 

It is too easy to become attached 
to our possessions, clinging to them 

Today’s Bible Reading: Exodus 20

“You shall make an altar of earth for Me, and you shall sacrifice on it your burnt  
offerings and your peace offerings…in every place where I cause My name  

to be remembered, I will come to you and bless you.” 
 – Exodus 20:24 NASB

for ourselves. But God challenges us 
to place Him first and trust in Him to 
meet our needs.

What are “altars” for us? These are 
places where we focus on God, giv-
ing Him the throne of our hearts and 
minds. On these altars, we have an op-
portunity to remember and honor the 
Lord. In addition to giving financial 
offerings and dedicating our posses-
sions to Him, we can give Him our 
projects and plans…our thoughts and 
desires…our whole lives. This kind of 
commitment unlocks His favor and 
His blessings.

Today, spend time with God, and 
make it a time of gratitude and re-
membrance. Then place your life on 
the altar before Him. Make it clear 
that He is more important than any-
thing else. 

Let your life be a living sacrifice. 
Then get ready to enjoy the blessing 
of His presence and provision as never 
before!

Building Altars  
for God
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PRAYER:

Father, I want to put You first in my life and trust You to meet my needs. I owe 
everything to You. Use me for Your Kingdom and glory. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

Day 24



The Favor of God Devotional

In His Word, God has given us pat-
terns that lead to success. These 

patterns always are true and apply in 
every situation. If we want the results 
He promises, we simply need to know 
and apply His principles.

So, what is God’s blueprint for suc-
cess? How can we find a life filled with 
His favor?

The Bible promises that when we 
embrace “loyalty and kindness,” we 
“will find favor with both God and peo-
ple.” Why is this important? Because 
favor can change every part of our 
lives. It releases God’s blessings and 
opens amazing doors with the people 
in our lives.

If we want these results, what do 
we need to do? It starts with being 
kind and loyal. The Hebrew words 
here tell us that this also means being 
trustworthy and reliable. If we have a 
reputation for honesty and integrity, 
people come to know that they can 
count on us. They see we are faithful 
to keep our promises.

Today’s Bible Reading: Proverbs 3

“Never let loyalty and kindness leave you! Tie them around your neck as a reminder. 
Write them deep within your heart. Then you will find favor with both  

God and people, and you will earn a good reputation.”  
– Proverbs 3:3-4 NLT

Many people want success but 
are not willing to pay the price. The 
choice is up to us!

In order to experience the success 
and favor described in Scripture, you 
must have a consistent lifestyle. Loy-
alty, kindness, and reliability must be 
part of your attire, as if tied “around 
your neck as a reminder.” They must 
be ingrained into your character, as if 
written deep within your heart.

Do you want favor in your life—
favor with God and with the people 
you come in contact with? Do you 
need favor in your finances and rela-
tionships…your health and peace of 
mind…your family, church, and com-
munity?

Then apply this life-changing Bib-
lical principle. Cultivate a lifestyle of 
kindness and loyalty. Seek to be faith-
ful in keeping your promises. Demon-
strate reliability and consistency. And 
ask God to help you to be good testi-
mony for the Gospel.

A Blueprint for  
Success
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PRAYER:

Father, thank You for Your favor. Help me to be a person of integrity. May I be 
known as someone who is reliable and trustworthy, always speaking the truth. 
In Jesus’ name. Amen.

Day 25



The Favor of God Devotional

When he realized the richness 
of God’s blessings, David was 

overwhelmed! God had told him that 
He would establish his kingdom and 
raise up a descendant who would 
“build a house for My name, and I 
will establish the throne of his kingdom  
forever” (2 Samuel 7:13).

David seemed to realize the amaz-
ing things God had done for him. As 
a mere shepherd, he’d been blessed by 
God in battle and then elevated to be-
come Israel’s king. Humbled, he was in 
awe of what the Lord had done for him 
(2 Samuel 7:12-19).

A thousand years later, the impact 
of this testimony still rang loudly, 
impacting God’s people. As Stephen 
reflected on Israel’s history, he em-
phasized that David had “found favor 
in God’s sight.” Although David had 
“earned” nothing, God’s blessing had 
flowed abundantly.

So, how had David received God’s 
“favor”? Often the Greek word here is 
translated as “grace.” It reflects actions 
that cause joy and pleasure without any 

Today’s Bible Reading: Acts 7

“David found favor in God’s sight, and asked that he might find  
a dwelling place for the God of Jacob.” 

– Acts 7:46 NASB

expectation of return. It is God’s “un-
merited favor.”

David had realized the miracle of 
God’s favor. This was the same favor 
shown to Mary when the angel told 
her, “You have found favor with God” 
(Luke 1:30). And this favor was dem-
onstrated as Jesus increased “in favor 
with God and men” (Luke 2:52).

As God’s children, we are called to 
be the beneficiaries of His grace and 
favor. Our Heavenly Father wants to 
pour out His abundance on us. He 
wants to open doors, even when they 
seem shut. He stands ready to give us 
victory, even when defeat seems in-
evitable. He offers to grant us wisdom 
that no human mind can comprehend.

Today, stop for a moment. Think 
of all God has done for you. Remem-
ber His promises. Draw near to Him, 
growing ever more intimate in this re-
lationship. 

Feast on the instructions and 
promises of God’s Word, looking for 
His favor in every situation. Be expect-
ant, for He is with you.

God’s Miraculous  
Favor
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PRAYER:

Father, I am so grateful for all You’ve done for me. Thank You for opening 
doors and pouring out Your blessings on me. I’m thankful for Your miraculous 
favor. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

Day 26



The Favor of God Devotional

Joseph had been sold into slavery 
by his brothers and found himself 

alone in Egypt. Yet God was with him, 
and “he became a successful man.” Serv-
ing one of Egypt’s most powerful men, 
Joseph “found favor” in his sight.

Yet years of difficulties were ahead 
for Joseph. He was falsely accused and 
put in jail. Even there, he exceled and 
was given a position of responsibility. 
He expected blessing after correctly 
interpreting a dream for the king’s 
cupbearer, but after the man was re-
leased from jail, he initially forgot 
about Joseph.

Joseph could have given up and 
felt forgotten by God. He could have 
concluded that God’s favor no longer 
was with him. 

Could Joseph have realized that 
the Lord had much greater things in 
store for him? Did he recognize that all 
of his experiences would eventually be 
woven together as a beautiful tapestry 
of God’s faithfulness? 

Joseph still was under the canopy 
of divine favor, but he simply had to 

Today’s Bible Reading: Genesis 39

“The LORD was with Joseph, so he became a successful man…His master saw that 
the LORD was with him and how the LORD caused all that he did to prosper in 
his hand. So Joseph found favor in his sight and became his personal servant; and 
he made him overseer over his house, and all that he owned he put in his charge.”  

– Genesis 39:2-4 NASB

wait for God’s Appointed Time. It was 
the favor of God that pushed Joseph 
to be the great man that he became—
a powerful ruler of Egypt. Without 
God’s favor, Joseph could never have 
fulfilled this remarkable destiny.

God had not forgotten about Jo-
seph, even in his darkest days. Nor 
has He forgotten about you. He sees 
where you are. He knows what you’re 
going through. He has a plan for your 
life and is preparing you for what lies 
ahead. He has an Appointed Time for 
you for you to be lifted up—and to 
Reap a great Harvest of blessings  
(1 Peter 5:6, Galatians 6:9).

Don’t give up! Trust in God, and 
commit your ways to Him. As Paul 
wrote, “We know that God causes 
ALL things to work together for good 
to those who love God, to those who 
are called according to His purpose”  
(Romans 8:28). 

Remember: He is working every-
thing together for good…for YOU!

Waiting for the  
Appointed Time
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PRAYER:

Father, I don’t want to do things the same way. Free me from old habits and 
assumptions. I seek a fresh revelation of who You are and your purpose for my 
life. Give me a fresh start. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

Day 27



The Favor of God Devotional

God commanded the Israelites 
to bring grain offerings. Grain 

represented a unique way that they 
depended on Him. By bringing grain, 
they recognized that God controlled 
their destiny and that they depended 
on Him for everything.

The grain they offered was the re-
sult of many factors. It required good 
soil and the planting of the right kind 
of seed. It also required water and 
nourishment, as well as time spent 
rooting out weeds and providing pro-
tection from storms.

After such a great investment of 
their time and resources, farmers knew 
their harvest was precious. They could 
be tempted to keep the grain for them-
selves, but by making this offering, 
they recognized that their harvest was 
a by-product of God’s blessing. They 
gladly returned a portion to Him as 
part of their worship.

The grain offering provides an 
important model for us. In our own 
ways, we can look at our resources 
and the work we’ve invested and as-

Today’s Bible Reading: Leviticus 2

“When you present grain as an offering to the LORD, the offering must consist of 
choice flour. You are to pour olive oil on it, sprinkle it with frankincense.”  

– Leviticus 2:1 NLT

sume we can do what we want with 
the resources we receive. However, to 
do this shows a failure to understand 
that our offerings can open the door to 
God’s favor, enabling us to enter into a 
whole new world of blessings.

Today, remember that you, too, 
owe everything to God. When you 
make an offering to Him, you’re ac-
knowledging your gratitude and 
dependency. You’re celebrating His 
faithfulness and your belief in His 
promises. You’re Sowing Seeds into 
His Kingdom; Seeds He can return 
to you as supernatural Harvests in the 
form of whatever you need.

Your offerings will help you stop 
trusting in the world, your job, your 
bank accounts, the stock market, or 
the government. Instead, you’ll be 
turning your focus on God and His 
unlimited supply. 

When you listen to and heed God’s 
instructions, you will receive His favor 
and blessings (Proverbs 8:32-35). He 
has promised!

A Harvest of  
Blessings
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PRAYER:

Father, I place my hope and trust in You. I will be faithful to Sow Seeds from 
the time, talent, and treasure that You’ve given me. Thank You for Your  
blessing. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

Day 28



The Favor of God Devotional

People who aren’t content with the 
ordinary or “good enough” are al-

ways watching, seeking, and listening. 
They have a serious desire to receive 
God’s best. Instead of just knowing about 
God’s blessings, they want to receive 
them in their lives. And they expect to 
receive His blessings abundantly, with 
enough left over to be a blessing to oth-
ers (Genesis 12:2).

Such people recognize that the 
world is full of options. There are many 
paths and choices, each with their own 
rewards or consequences. 

Yet God alone is able to provide 
rewards that cannot be imitated. And 
these blessings are the direct reward of 
seeking and obtaining His wisdom.

God’s wisdom is different from what 
the world considers to be “wise.” The 
Bible promises that there’s a lifestyle that 
leads to blessing—a lifestyle founded on 
God’s wisdom rather than our own un-
derstanding (Proverbs 3:5-7). 

Although this wisdom is avail-
able to everyone, it requires initiative 
rather than passivity. We must actively 

Today’s Bible Reading: Proverbs 8

“Blessed is the man who listens to me, watching daily at my gates, wait-
ing at the posts of my doors. For whoever finds me finds  

life, and obtains favor from the LORD.”  
– Proverbs 8:34-35 NKJV

seek the Lord and request His wisdom  
(James 1:5). And although this may 
require persistent effort, great rewards 
await those who follow God’s wisdom.

Today, remember that the Lord’s 
blessings and favor are available to 
you! If you have any doubts, just read 
His Word. And remember that all of  
His promises are true right now. The 
Bible pictures wisdom as waiting for 
you—ready to open up a lifestyle of  
incredible blessings.

But don’t forget: You must listen for 
wisdom and actively seek it. If you do, 
God promises stability and blessing. 
You will find an abundant life, full of 
His supernatural favor.

Make a commitment to know and 
claim the promises of Scripture. The 
Bible contains not just good advice, but 
vital keys to receiving God’s blessings. 

Draw near to the Lord, and put His 
Word into practice. Be eager for greater 
intimacy with Him. A wonderful life 
awaits you as you seek His wisdom and 
trust Him to open the door to greater 
blessings.

The Blessings of  
Wisdom
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PRAYER:

Father, I eagerly seek Your wisdom. Thank You for giving me the keys to un-
lock Your supernatural favor and blessings. Help me to walk in Your ways. In 
Jesus’ name. Amen.

Day 29



The Favor of God Devotional

As high priest, Aaron was given 
a special assignment. He was 

called to pray for God’s people, and 
God provided the specific words for 
his prayer.

Aaron was told to pray that God 
would bless and keep His people. No 
matter what they encountered, the 
Lord wanted them to know He was 
with them. He was by their side, and 
He desired to bless them abundantly.

They didn’t need to be discour-
aged, for His face would shine upon 
them, and He would grant them His 
supernatural peace. God knew the 
road ahead for His people. He knew in 
advance exactly what they would face.

Aaron’s prayer was a promise of 
guidance, protection, and provision. 
The Lord wanted His people to know 
that He longed to be “gracious” to 
them. In every situation, He desired 
to help them and be merciful to them. 
As their loving Creator and Heavenly 
Father, He wanted them to realize how 
much He wanted to bless them.

God directed Aaron to pray that 

Today’s Bible Reading: Numbers 6

“You shall say to them: ‘The LORD bless you, and keep you; the LORD make His 
face shine on you, and be gracious to you; the LORD lift up His countenance on 

you, and give you peace.’ So they shall invoke My name on the sons of Israel,  
and I then will bless them.” – Numbers 6:23-27 NASB

He would lift up “His countenance” on 
them. This meant God wanted to look 
upon them with favor. 

Finally, Aaron was to pray for  
God to give them His “peace.” The 
Hebrew word here, shalowm, meant 
completeness, welfare, peace, health, 
tranquility, and safety.

This prayer expresses God’s desire 
for all of us. We don’t have to be dis-
couraged by troubles or afraid of tur-
moil. We can be freed of worries and 
anxiety, because we are covered by the 
blood of the Lamb which protects us 
(Exodus 12:21-23). Because we are 
His beloved children, we are favored 
by God and kept safe from harm. 
His plan is for our welfare and peace  
(Jeremiah 29:11)—to give us an abun-
dant life (John 10:10).

Today, pray this prayer that God 
gave Aaron. Make these words personal 
for you. Realize how much God wants 
to bless and keep you. Remember that 
His favor is shining on you, and accept 
His incredible peace.

The Light of God’s 
Face and Favor
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PRAYER:

Father, thank You for Your incredible blessings. I know that Your face is shining 
on me and that You desire to bless me. I trust my life to You. Thank You for 
Your peace. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

Day 30



The Favor of God Devotional

This man had been sick for 38 
years. As a result, he had lost all 

hope and felt that nothing ever would 
change. But Jesus made him totally well 
just by speaking a word.

How easily we can be like this man! 
We can be so accustomed to our prob-
lems that we lose hope and assume that 
nothing will ever change. We even may 
doubt that Jesus really is able to make a 
difference. At times like these, we need 
to remember how quickly and easily  
Jesus can change everything—in a mere 
moment of time! 

Jesus came that we might be totally 
whole and have a more abundant life 
(John 10:10). He offers to meet every 
need, whether in our health, our fi-
nances, or our family. He didn’t die on 
the Cross so we could remain sick and 
depressed, lonely and poor, discour-
aged and afraid. 

Countless people, like the man in 
this story, have suffered unnecessarily 
with afflictions for many years. Often 
they feel overwhelmed with difficulties 
and problems. And many people be-

Today’s Bible Reading: John 5

“A certain man was there who had an infirmity thirty-eight years…He said to him, 
‘Do you want to be made well?’…Jesus said to him, ‘Rise, take up your bed and 
walk.’ And immediately the man was made well, took up his bed, and walked.” 

 – John 5:5-9 NKJV

come so hopeless and discouraged that 
they have given up.

No matter what you face today, 
you need to remember that Jesus can 
make you totally whole. You don’t have 
to suffer under the weight of sin or be 
burdened by loneliness, fear, or anxiety. 
You don’t have to be overwhelmed with 
worry. Instead, you can be confident 
that He wants to bless you in every area 
of your life.

God blesses the righteous and 
surrounds them with His favor as a 
shield against all calamities—includ-
ing illness, poverty, or depression 
(Psalm 5:12).

Don’t be content with anything less 
than all that God has prepared for you. 
Remember: He desires for you to over-
flow with His blessings and abundance. 
He wants you to experience health and 
blessings, enjoying His supernatural fa-
vor on your finances and relationships.

Don’t be crippled by doubt or 
robbed of all that God has prepared 
for you. Believe Him. Trust Him. Have 
faith. His favor will change your life!

A Life-Changing 
Transformation
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PRAYER:

Father, I believe that nothing is impossible with You. Thank You for Your  
blessings in my health, finances, relationships, and every other area of my life. 
In Jesus’ name. Amen.

Day 31



To receive any of these resources, please visit  
inspiration.org/give or call Partner Services.

US: +1 803-578-1899 International: +800 9982 4677 
UK: 0845 683 0580  Caribbean: (877) 487-7782

Favor
The

of God
31-DAY DEVOTIONAL

Resources for finding



Sickness healed… “When your prayer minister called and 
prayed for me, my sickness was healed!”

Husband delivered from alcoholism… “After you prayed with 
me about my husband’s alcoholism, he has stopped drinking!”

Family reconciliation… “I had not heard from my son for five 
years, but I miraculously found him just two weeks after your 
prayer minister called!”

New job and saved marriage… “Thanks so much for your 
prayers. The Lord gave me a great job, my wife was willing to 
take me back, and I’ve been clean from drugs and alcohol for 
almost a year. God is so good!”

Your concerns are important to God and to your friends at Inspiration Ministries. 
Let our prayer ministers pray for the breakthrough you need!

You also can us send your prayer request  
by visiting inspiration.org/prayer.

 US: +1 803-578-1800 Caribbean: 877-487-7782
 UK: 0845 683 0584 Intl: +800 9982 4677

Our prayer ministers are here to agree in prayer 
with YOU…believing God for a breakthrough 
of supernatural favor in your life!

The Inspiration Prayer Center...
A LifeLine of God’s Favor













Find a REST-filled Life in 
a STRESS-filled World!

“God’s Answers for Your Times of Trouble is the best thing that has 
ever happened to me. I was at an all-time low when I received it, but it 
has changed my life. Thank you for saving my life!”  — Alfred

GOD’S ANSWERS FOR YOUR TIMES OF TROUBLE 
WILL GIVE YOU POWERFUL KEYS FOR LIVING IN 

THE PEACE AND PROSPERITY OF GOD!

You’ll learn how to...
• GAIN Victory in your family, 

health, and finances
• GRASP God’s provision 

for your every need
• CONQUER the spirit of fear
• MOVE from fretting to faith

Sow a Seed for Souls and receive your copy today!



“Your online devotionals  
are very inspirational, and  
I benefit from them greatly.” 

– JOHN, India



What kind of breakthrough is needed in your life today? When 
you open your heart to God’s wisdom and favor, everything else 
in your life will be impacted. Not only will He reenergize your 
spiritual life, but there will also be a transformation of your 

health, nances, relationships, and peace of mind.

Get ready for a supernatural turnaround as you read and apply 
the powerful keys in this 31-day devotional!
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God’s Favor Will Change Your Life!
“May the favor of the Lord our God rest on us.” 

– Psalm 90:17

About Inspiration Ministries…
FFounded by David and Barbara Cerullo in 1990,  
Inspiration Ministries has a vision to impact 
people for Christ worldwide through media. 
ousands of people have received turnarounds 

and breakthroughs through its inspirational TV 
programming and powerful spiritual resources. 

Visit  inspiration.org  to  nd  out  more  about
InspiInspiration Ministries or receive helpful materi-
als to spark a turnaround in your family, health,  
nances, or relationship with Christ.

Inspiration Ministries • PO Box 7750
Charlotte • NC 28241 • 803-578-1899
Inspiration Ministries UK • Admail 3905
London • W1A 1ZT • 0845 683 0580
inspiration.org


