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PrePare for Your 
Breakthrough 

Precious friend, when you combine the prom-
ises of God’s Word with a passion to seek Him in 
prayer…MIRACLES HAPPEN! Heaven’s amazing 
resources are released into your life. Instead of living 
in the Land of Never Enough, or Barely Enough, 
you are finally able to experience the Land of 
MORE than Enough.

But this kind of life begins with gratitude, as you  
recognize how much your Heavenly Father loves 
you, and as you acknowledge what He has already 
done for you in Christ.

Every single one of us has been blessed immea-
surably by God. If He had only done one thing for 
you and me today, and that one thing was to send 
His Son Jesus to die on the Cross to pay the penal-
ty for our sins, wouldn’t that have been enough? If 
Jesus just redeemed us from the law of sin and death, 
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giving us the great hope of eternal life with Him in 
Heaven, wouldn’t that have been enough? 

Of course it would be! He paid a debt He did not 
owe. He took our place on the Cross. The penalty of 
death was our sentence, but He paid our debt in full. 
Hallelujah! Thank you, Jesus!

Because of the power of sin and the resulting curse 
it brought, this world is impacted with pain, suffer-
ing, sickness, sorrow, addiction, poverty, and every 
form of death. These are things God never intended 
for us to experience. Instead, Jesus stated God’s will 
for us in John 10:10: “I have come that they may have 
life, and that they may have it more abundantly.”

The Apostle Paul gives a glimpse of what this 
abundant life means: “He who did not spare His own 
Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not 
with Him also freely give us all things?” (Romans 8:32). 
You see, God already has given us His Son. And 
because of that amazing demonstration of unmerited 
love, we can trust Him to “freely give us ALL things” !

What Breakthrough Do You Need?
Despite the great work God has already done for 

us in Christ, we all have various kinds of needs. To 
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be candid, we all are broken people in many differ-
ent ways. But the good news is that Jesus came to set 
us free from the penalty and power of sin. The curse 
has been cancelled for those who embrace the Cross 
(Galatians 3:13).

I don’t know what your brokenness may be today. 
Nor do I know the breakthrough you’re crying out 
for as you read this book. But I do know what the 
Bible promises in Mark 10:27:
“WITH GOD ALL THINGS ARE POSSIBLE!”

Through the power of prayer, you can trans-
form your world, and overcome problems that have 
plagued you for years. You also can release God’s 
miracles in the lives of your friends and loved ones, 
and you can join with other believers in seeking 
revival in your church and your nation.

Dear one, let’s be honest: In order to get your 
breakthrough, you may have to add PATIENCE and 
PERSISTENCE to your faith (Hebrews 6:12). The 
answer you seek may take some time, and you may 
have to battle for your breakthrough:

• Like the widow who continually  
petitioned the unjust judge, you must 
pray until your breakthrough comes  
(Luke 18:1-8).
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• Just as Jacob was willing to wrestle 
with God all night until the blessing 
came, you will need to hang on to 
God’s promises with steadfast faith 
(Genesis 32:24-30).

• Even though you see only scant 
evidence on the horizon, you must 
proclaim that your victory is at hand  
(1 Kings 18:41-45).

When you’re willing to exhibit this kind of deter-
mined, radical faith, you can expect explosive results. 
No matter what need you or your loved ones may be 
facing today, I encourage you to obey God and then 
believe His promises as you pray. When you have 
done your part, stand in faith and never give up. As 
Jesus encouraged us in Matthew 7:7:

“Keep asking…keep seeking… 
and keep knocking!”

Barbara and I are joining our prayers with yours  
today. We’re asking God to draw you into a place of 
greater intimacy with Him, so He can give you fantastic 
blessings and breakthroughs on your journey of faith.

God bless you!
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recognize the  
Power of PraYing 
god’s word

In facing the challenging circumstances of every-
day living, the Bible is your lifeline and a vital tool 
for energizing your prayer life. In order for your 
prayers to get results, they need to be grounded in 
faith and filled with the confident expectation that 
the Lord will be faithful to honor His promises in 
Scripture.

God makes a fantastic promise about the power 
and effectiveness of praying His Word: “So shall 
My Word be that goes forth from My mouth; it shall 
not return to Me void, but it shall accomplish what I 
please, and it shall prosper in the thing for which I sent 
it” (Isaiah 55:11).

This is so encouraging. God assures us that when 
we pray according to His Word and His promises, 
He will bring it to pass. When we pray God’s Word, 

1
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Recognize the Power of Praying God's Word

we’re calling on the Lord to honor His promises and 
breathe new life into our circumstances.

And just as it’s vital to align our prayers with the 
Word of God, there’s also a powerful impact when-
ever we align our words with the truth of Scripture. 
That Bible clearly tells us, “Death and life are in the 
power of the tongue” (Proverbs 18:21). 

His Promises Are for YOU!
If you’ve spent any time at all in reading God’s 

Word, you’ve surely discovered that it is full of 
promises. But perhaps you have a lingering doubt 
when you read the promises in Scripture. “How do 
I know these promises are really meant for me?” you 
may wonder.

The Apostle Paul seems to anticipate this question 
when he writes: “Whatever things were written before 
were written for our learning, that we through the  
patience and comfort of the Scriptures might have 
hope” (Romans 15:4). Put simply, the truths of 
Scripture were written with us in mind!

Paul says this again in 2 Corinthians 1:18-20:

As God is faithful, our word to you 
was not Yes and No. For the Son of 
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God, Jesus Christ, who was preached 
among you by us—by me, Silvanus, 
and Timothy—was not Yes and 
No, but in Him was Yes. For all the 
promises of God in Him are Yes, and 
in Him Amen, to the glory of God 
through us.

Do you see how powerful this truth is? In Christ, 
ALL of God’s promises are “YES” to you!

A Foundation for Your Breakthroughs
So, as you get ready to embark on this journey to 

change your world through prayer, it’s important for 
you to have a Bible that you can underline and write 
in. In addition to paying special attention to God’s 
promises, you’ll also want to note His conditions and 
instructions for the fulfillment of those promises.

Whenever you need a breakthrough, make a 
point of looking for promises in the Bible that apply 
to that specific situation or need. You will be amazed 
by how practical God’s Word is to your life today. 

We encourage you to buy a journal or notebook 
where you can write down what you are learning. 
Record your prayer requests, and write down your 
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Recognize the Power of Praying God's Word

testimonies of God’s answers. Years from now, you’ll 
be able to look back and see His faithfulness to hear 
and answer your prayers!

Are you ready to change your world through 
prayer? Then let the journey begin. Get ready for 
some exciting breakthroughs as you claim God’s 
promises and then give Him praise for His answers!
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Learn the  
disciPLine of  
PraYer

Although prayer should come naturally to a per-
son who has been born again by God’s Spirit, it also 
requires WORK. It’s an important “spiritual disci-
pline” that requires consistency and persistence.

Despite the wonderful promises the Bible gives 
us about prayer, many believers are simply unwilling 
to engage in the hard work required for a successful 
prayer life. Look at these quotes from some men of 
God who challenged Christians to be more devoted 
to prayer:

“Spiritual work is taxing work, and 
men are loath to do it. Praying, true 
praying, costs an outlay of serious 
attention and of time, which flesh and 
blood do not relish.” – E.M. Bounds

“The great people of the earth today 

2
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are the people who pray. I do not 
mean those who talk about prayer; nor 
those who say they believe in prayer; 
nor yet those who can explain about 
prayer; but I mean those people who 
take time to pray.”  
– S.D. Gordon

Are you willing to sacrifice a portion of your time 
to meet with God each day? This is a vital key to a 
powerful Christian life! It unlocks the treasure chest 
of God’s wisdom…His guidance…His presence…
His power…and His blessings!

Many Christians are satisfied with only praying 
in church on Sundays and saying “grace” at the din-
ner table. If this pretty much describes your prayer 
life, God wants to take you deeper!

Get Ready for a Battle
Of course, the devil will fight you on this each 

step of the way. He knows the awesome power you 
have in Jesus’ name! If the enemy can discourage 
you from praying, he has neutralized much of your 
effectiveness as a warrior for God’s Kingdom. You 
become like a soldier who has been stripped of his 
weapons and rendered powerless.
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Learn the Discipline of Prayer

Don’t let the devil or the busyness of life distract 
you from a powerful, daily time of prayer! Find 
a set time of day or night when you can be alone 
with God without the concerns of the day whirling 
around in your mind. For some, this may be the first 
thing in the morning. For others, it may be the last 
thing before going to bed. The key is to make a daily 
appointment to meet with God!

You may think you don’t have the time or energy 
to pray, but I have found the opposite to be true. 
It’s when I miss my special time of prayer that I feel 
overwhelmed, fatigued, and under greater attacks 
from the devil! But after my prayer time, I sense 
clearer direction from God, renewed energy, and a 
sense of greater protection from the enemy.

Going Deeper
God wants to take your prayer life deeper than the 

“Now I lay me down to sleep” bedtime rhyme. He 
wants you to experience the kind of prayer that defeats 
the devil, heals the sick, raises the dead, restores broken 
marriages, destroys addictions, delivers the downtrod-
den, sets the captives free, and glorifies Him!

This kind of prayer life is not wimpy, half-heart-
ed, wishy-washy, or apologetic. It’s as bold as a lion, 
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bright as the sun, strong as an ox, and as stable as a 
mountain. It refuses to give up or back down in the 
face of adversity. 

The Lord wants to bring you into a prayer life 
that’s a delight rather than a drudgery. Instead of 
the mindless recitation of religious mumbo jumbo, 
He wants you to experience intimate, heart-to-heart 
fellowship with Him—the One who is the Lover of 
your soul and the Ruler of the universe.

Taking T-I-M-E
Just as it takes time to build a human relation-

ship, Heaven-moving, earth-shaking, hell-defeating 
prayer requires a commitment of your time. Too 
many people treat prayer as if God is operating a 
McPrayer drive-through service where they can place 
an order, pick it up 10 seconds later, and keep on 
driving down the road. It doesn’t work that way.

Do you really want an intimate relationship 
with God? There are no shortcuts! The way to get 
to know Him and experience His power is to spend 
time in His presence. This comes through praise and 
worship, reading His Word, and talking with Him 
in prayer.
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Think about it… You can’t get to know someone 
by merely hearing about him or her. Getting to know 
someone requires talking in depth with them. You 
must spend TIME with them.

Kids today spell love T-I-M-E. “If you really 
love me,” they say, “you’ll spend time with me.” It’s 
exactly the same in our relationship with God. If 
you want to demonstrate your love for Him…if you 
truly want to get to know Him…the most import-
ant thing you can do is spend time with Him. 
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Meditate on  
these things 

Sometimes when we pray, we may be expecting 
God to miraculously touch us and give us some 
kind of instant revelation. But the Lord rarely taps 
us on the shoulder with an immediate impartation 
of knowledge, wisdom, or understanding. Learning 
one of His lessons usually takes time, study, and 
prayer.

Please don’t be offended by this, but too many 
Christians are like little birds in a nest, waiting  
impatiently for their mother to bring them food. 
Their little mouths are open, and they’re chirping, 
“Hurry, hurry, we’re hungry!” 

Of course, little birds are helpless and can’t do 
anything to help themselves, but are we? As believ-
ers, we can’t just passively wait to be fed Scriptural 
truths by teachers and preachers. We must learn to 

3
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feed ourselves from God’s Word. 

While we believe so strongly in the power of 
prayer, it’s just as important to set aside focused 
times for studying God’s Word. If you truly desire to 
grow in your relationship with the Lord and become 
more like Him, you must do this.

Pastor Charles Stanley has pointed out that “We 
are either in the process of resisting God’s truth or 
in the process of being shaped and molded by his 
truth.” He specifically ties this “molding” process to 
learning how to meditate on the Word of God:

An unschooled man who knows how 
to meditate upon the Lord has learned 
far more than the man with the high-
est education who does not know how 
to meditate. The amount of time we 
spend with Jesus—meditating on His 
Word and His majesty, seeking His 
face—establishes our fruitfulness in 
the kingdom.

How do we get started on this vital pathway to 
drawing near to the Lord? Charles Stanley contin-
ues: “The essence of meditation is a period of time 
set aside to contemplate the Lord, listen to Him, 
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and allow Him to permeate our spirits.”

Have you set aside a daily time for this? If not, 
today is a great day to get started!

Applying God’s Truths to Your Life
Many of us have access to a smorgasbord of Chris-

tian conventions, Bible studies, church services, and 
TV preachers. These opportunities can be a real bless-
ing, and many lives are changed because of them. If we 
wanted to, we could just go from one banqueting table 
to another, because God’s Word is available in so many 
places in our country.

But if we aren’t careful, we can become too 
dependent on this spoon-feeding. It’s possible to 
become so spiritually “fat” that we’re useless for any-
thing productive in God’s Kingdom. 

Just hearing a message and agreeing with it 
doesn’t mean we actually learned it. We can admire 
what was said and even accept God’s truth, but 
until we act upon it, we haven’t allowed His truth 
to become a reality in our lives. We need to stop, 
meditate on what we’ve heard, and begin applying it 
to our lives before moving on to the next lesson God 
has in store for us. 
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Many Christians don’t practice Scripture medita-
tion, and so they lose much of the benefit they could 
be gaining from what they read in the Bible or hear 
preached. The Parable of the Sower in Matthew 13:19 
describes this condition: “When anyone hears the  
message about the kingdom and does not understand  
it, the evil one comes and snatches away what was  
sown in his heart.”

This story is Jesus’ explanation of God’s Word 
being sown into our hearts. He describes different 
types of soil to represent our various human reac-
tions to God’s truth. According to this verse, when 
Scripture doesn’t become an integral part of our 
life, the enemy comes and immediately steals God’s 
promises from us. His goal is to rob us of the most 
important source of our spiritual growth: God’s 
Word.

The Special Role of Meditation
Keep in mind that transcendental meditation (a 

form of Eastern religion) is very different from Bib-
lical meditation. While transcendental meditation is 
a humanistic mental process involving chanting and 
incantation, Biblical meditation focuses solely on 
the Lord and His Word. 
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This really shouldn’t be so controversial, since 
Scripture clearly tells us to meditate: 

This Book of the Law shall not depart 
from your mouth, but you shall medi-
tate in it day and night, that you may 
observe to do according to all that is 
written in it. For then you will make 
your way prosperous, and then you 
will have good success (Joshua 1:8).

Meditate on these things; give yourself 
entirely to them, that your progress may 
be evident to all (1 Timothy 4:15). 

Meditate within your heart on your 
bed, and be still (Psalm 4:4).

Finally, brethren, whatever things are 
true, whatever things are noble, what-
ever things are just, whatever things 
are pure, whatever things are lovely, 
whatever things are of good report, 
if there is any virtue and if there is 
anything praiseworthy—meditate on 
these things (Philippians 4:8).

In all of these verses, we are instructed and 
encouraged to use our minds to apply the truths of 
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God’s Word to our lives. We are told to meditate on 
the Lord, His Word, and the things of His Kingdom.

A Common Biblical Practice
Meditation is a spiritual discipline very familiar to 

the Biblical writers: 

His delight is in the law of the LORD, 
and in His law he meditates day and 
night (Psalm 1:2).

When I remember You on my bed, I 
meditate on You in the night watches 
(Psalm 63:6).

I will also meditate on all Your work, 
and talk of Your deeds (Psalm 77:12).

I will meditate on Your precepts,  
and contemplate Your ways  
(Psalm 119:15).

Your servant meditates on Your  
statutes (Psalm 119:23).

My eyes are awake through the night 
watches, that I may meditate on Your 
word (Psalm 119:148).
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I meditate on all Your works; I  
muse on the work of Your hands 
(Psalm 143:5).

I will meditate on the glorious 
splendor of Your majesty, and on Your 
wondrous works (Psalm 145:5).

A book of remembrance was written 
before Him for those who fear the 
LORD and who meditate on His 
name (Malachi 3:16).

With so many references in the Bible to medita-
tion, isn’t it amazing we don’t hear more about it in 
the church today? Yet this is an important tool as we 
pursue greater intimacy with the Lord and greater 
application of His Word in our lives.

Setting Aside Special Time
When we devote extended time to meditation, it 

can be wonderful! 

Some meditation time can be focused on prayer, 
but some of it can be spent just reflecting on the 
many questions you want to ask God. Taking the 
time to think these through and look up what the Bi-
ble has to say about them can cause meditation to feel 



24    

Meditate on These Things

like a luxury, and it will create an even greater hunger 
for you to spend time doing this in the future.

Although it may not be easy to find time for medi-
tation, this is worth the fight for you to keep growing 
in your relationship with the Lord. 

Barbara and I so enjoy meditating on God’s 
Word and searching for His answers to the questions 
on our hearts. It’s a wonderful chance for us to be 
our true selves and experience peace and safety in 
His presence. We always come away relaxed and 
refreshed from this special time of communion with 
Him.

Finding a Special Place
Just as we need to set aside special times for prayer 

and meditation, it also helps to have a special place 
where we can get away for undistracted fellowship 
with the Lord. This is beautifully portrayed in a short 
story by David Wolfe entitled, “Teaching Your Chil-
dren About God”:

There was a rabbi who had a son. 
It was soon noticed by the man that 
the young boy was often in the forest 
near their house. The boy’s father had 
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become worried since he wasn’t sure of 
the dangers his son might face.

He decided to speak to the boy about 
this, and asked him why he was 
spending so much time alone in the 
forest. The boy replied that he was 
going there to find God.

The rabbi, happy to hear that his son 
was in search of the Divine, noted 
that the boy didn’t have to go into the 
woods to find God, “Because,” he add-
ed, “God is the same everywhere.”

The boy’s answer?

“Yes, Dad, but I am not.”

It’s easy to identify with the boy. Some people may 
not understand why you love to get away with your 
Bible and be alone as you meditate on God’s Word...
but that’s okay. Alone time with Him provides a  
fantastic opportunity for you to truly be “you.” 

God can be so real to you when you’re alone with 
Him. You can cry or laugh, and you don’t have to 
explain yourself to anyone! You can clear away all 
the cobwebs from your heart and mind, and then 
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truly experience and hear from the Lord as you med-
itate on His Word.

We receive many requests from our Inspiration 
Partners who want us to pray they will grow closer 
to the Lord…and we do. However, we always want 
them to understand that they must be dedicated and 
disciplined in setting aside their own time to study 
and meditate on God’s Word. 

Know this: Absolutely none of the time you 
spend with the Lord and His Word will be wasted. 
You always will come away renewed and refreshed! 



27    

exPect resuLts  
froM Your  
PraYers

Too often, people see prayer as merely a supersti-
tion, something akin to a rabbit’s foot or four-leaf 
clover. Although they pray, they don’t really expect 
anything to happen. 

However, this is NOT at all how the Bible de-
scribes the prayers of God’s people. We must pray 
in FAITH and expect results from our prayers. Why? 
Because God is faithful, and He has given us incred-
ible promises about the power we have in prayer.

Believers throughout history have discovered that 
prayer could change their personal life, their loved 
ones, and the world around them. E.M. Bounds 
once wrote, “God shapes the world by prayer.  
The more praying there is in the world the better the 
world will be, the mightier the forces against evil.”

4
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So what about you? When you pray, do you truly 
expect things to change? 

Nineteenth-century revivalist Charles Finney 
pointed out that God wants our prayers to be effec-
tive—not just empty religious exercises: “Effective 
prayer is prayer that attains what it seeks. It is prayer 
that moves God, affecting its end.” 

Think of it: Your prayers literally can move God to 
action! As Alfred Lord Tennyson wrote, “More things 
are wrought by prayer than this world dreams of.”

Producing “Wonderful Results”
So why don’t we pray more often, expecting 

greater results? F.B. Meyer correctly observed, “The 
greatest tragedy of life is not unanswered prayer, but 
unoffered prayer.”

One of the great Scriptural promises about prayer 
is found in James 5:16 (NLT): “The earnest prayer 
of a righteous person has great power and produces 
wonderful results.” Other translations say that the 
fervent prayer of a righteous man “avails much.”

Put simply, God wants us to learn how to pray 
prayers that bring the desired results—blessing our 
lives, touching our loved ones, and changing our world.
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However, we meet many people who doubt 
whether God is listening to their prayers. Maybe 
you’re feeling like this today, wondering whether 
the Lord really cares about your situation. Perhaps 
you’re tired of waiting for your breakthrough, and 
you’ve concluded that your prayers aren’t making a 
difference.

You may be surprised that many people in 
Biblical times had the same thoughts. The prophet 
Jeremiah was so distressed by his circumstances that 
he once said to God: “Your help seems as uncertain as 
a seasonal brook, like a spring that has gone dry” (Jer-
emiah 15:18 NLT). And faced with a fierce storm, 
Jesus’ disciples complained, “Teacher, do You not care 
that we are perishing?” (Mark 4:38). They accused 
Jesus of not caring about their situation!

However, the good news is that the Lord DOES 
care about our circumstances. He wants to quiet our 
storms…break through in our finances…heal our 
bodies…and restore our broken relationships.

The Bible describes Jesus as our great high priest, 
who “always lives to make intercession” for us (He-
brews 7:25). And we’re told that “we have not an 
high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling 
of our infirmities” (Hebrews 4:15 KJV). So we never 
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need to wonder whether Jesus truly cares about our 
difficult circumstances. He does!

Declaring the Miracle Before It Comes
What does it look like to expect results from our 

prayers? We love the story in Mark 5:25-34 about 
a woman who had struggled with a hemorrhage for 
12 long years. Because of her type of illness, she was 
considered “unclean” and an outcast. And despite 
spending all her money on doctors, this woman’s 
condition had only gotten worse. She was desperate 
for a miracle.

Perhaps you are feeling much the same way today. 
You’ve looked everywhere…tried everything…spent 
all you have…and still your condition remains.

But the woman in this story was confident that, 
with just one touch, she would be instantly healed by 
Jesus. In fact, she declared her healing the moment 
she heard that Jesus was coming her way: “If only I 
may touch His clothes, I shall be made well” (v. 28).

You see, the woman faced a crucial choice. She 
had been disappointed by the doctors for many 
years, so it must have been difficult to believe that 
this stranger named Jesus could relieve her condi-
tion. However, faith rose in her heart, and she put 
that faith in action. Pressing through the crowd, she 
touched the hem of Jesus’ garment, and the result 
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was amazing: “Immediately the fountain of her blood 
was dried up, and she felt in her body that she was 
healed of the affliction” (v. 29).

Friend, you have a similar choice to make. You 
can get discouraged and just give up, or you can 
press through your circumstances and reach out to 
Jesus for your miracle.

Yes, you can change your world through prayer. 
But this doesn’t mean wishy-washy, passive prayers. 
Your prayers must reflect the kind of faith this wom-
an displayed—an active, confident faith that expects 
miracles when you reach out to touch the Lord.
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change Your  
PersPective  
on PraYer

Do you need a miracle from God today? Perhaps 
you are seeking a physical healing, a better job, a 
financial blessing, or a restored relationship with 
a loved one. If so, you may be tempted to think it 
would require great effort for the Lord to give you a 
“big” breakthrough like that. 

But the Bible offers great news for you! God is a 
miracle-working God, so it’s not difficult at all for 
Him to perform miracles. Remember: In order to 
create the universe, He merely had to speak a word, 
and that’s all He needs to do to change your circum-
stances today.

In Matthew 15:21-28, a Canaanite woman came 
to Jesus with a need: “Have mercy on me, O Lord, 
Son of David! My daughter is severely demon-possessed” 
(v. 22). Even though she cried out in desperation, 

5
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Jesus “answered her not a word” (v. 23).

The Lord explained that He was only sent “to the 
lost sheep of the house of Israel” (v. 24). In other words, 
the focus of His ministry was on the Jews. Because 
this woman was a Gentile, she simply didn’t qualify. 

This was a test. Would this woman persist in her 
request, or would she back down and give up?

Friend, you may be undergoing a similar test 
of your faith today. Perhaps you’ve prayed about a 
serious need in your life, but God hasn’t seemed to 
respond. What will you do?

Well, the Canaanite woman wasn’t about to 
take “No” for an answer. She continually cried out, 
“Lord, help me!” (v. 25).

At this point, Jesus made a very interesting 
statement: “It is not good to take the children’s bread 
and throw it to the little dogs” (v. 26). Again, He was 
saying that “the children” (the Jews) were to receive 
their food first (compare Romans 1:16).

Many people would have lost all hope at Jesus’ 
stern reply, but not this woman. “Yes, Lord,” she 
said, “yet even the little dogs eat the crumbs which fall 
from their masters’ table” (v. 27).
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This statement changed everything. Jesus com-
mended her faith and granted her request: “‘O woman, 
great is your faith! Let it be to you as you desire.’ And her 
daughter was healed from that very hour” (v. 28).

How Does Jesus See Our Faith?
Why was Jesus so impressed by the Canaanite 

woman’s faith? There are several reasons.

First, this woman was persistent, even though 
it meant being quite bothersome to Jesus and His 
disciples. And when her request initially was de-
nied, she refused to back off or give up. It may seem 
surprising that Jesus wasn’t upset by her tenacious, 
somewhat rude, attitude. Instead, He applauded it. 

The second lesson from this story is that Jesus 
could see the woman’s faith by her words and her 
actions. Many people claim to have faith for God’s 
miracles in their life, yet their words and actions are 
a complete contradiction. 

Apply this test to your own life: If someone spent 
a week listening to your words and examining your 
behavior, would they be impressed that you were 
trusting God for your miracle breakthrough? If not, 
the Lord wants to do a work in your heart today.
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The third lesson is perhaps the most profound: 
The Canaanite woman understood that the miracle 
she sought was merely a “crumb” from the Master’s 
table. In other words, she didn’t see her request as 
anything difficult for Jesus…

A mere CRUMB was all she needed  
for her breakthrough!

Do you grasp how powerful this truth is? Whatever 
your need may be today, it’s no big deal for God to fix. 
Your prayer request is not “too much to ask” of Him—
it’s just a crumb in comparison to the vast resources of 
Heaven.

So go ahead and cry out to Jesus as this woman 
did. Boldly tell Him your need. One small morsel 
from His table will transform your situation in an 
instant! 
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The Bible teaches that perseverance is one of the 
most important ingredients for answered prayer. Ac-
cording to Hebrews 6:12, we inherit God’s promises 
through “faith and patience”—not faith alone!

In Luke 18:1-8, Jesus says we “always ought to pray 
and not lose heart.” He goes on to tell the story of a 
woman who wouldn’t stop pounding on the judge’s 
door until she got a response, and that’s exactly the 
posture we took when our children Ben and Becky 
seemed to be straying from God. We continually 
pounded on Heaven’s door until we saw the fruit 
from our prayers manifested in their lives. We prayed 
and we prayed, and then we prayed some more.

Jesus promises us:

So I say to you, ask, and it will be given 
to you; seek, and you will find; knock, 
and it will be opened to you. For 
everyone who asks receives, and he who 
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seeks, finds, and to him who knocks, it 
will be opened  (Luke 11:9-10). 

The literal Greek translation of this passage says, 
“Ask and keep on asking…seek and keep on seeking…
knock and keep on knocking.” We must pray and 
keep on praying! We must never give up!

Praying with Confidence
This is true whenever we’re seeking God’s inter-

vention in a troubling situation in our lives. Wheth-
er we are in need of a physical healing, a financial 
breakthrough, a new job, or a restored relationship, 
we must cry out to God with faith and tenacity. 

Scripture tells us that Satan is like a restless, 
starving, roaring lion, pacing about and searching 
for victims to devour (1 Peter 5:8-9). He never 
stops prowling, so we must never stop praying. Our 
prayers are our greatest weapon as we wage war on 
behalf of our own destiny or our loved ones. And 
one of our most powerful prayer weapons is our 
ability to pray God’s Word.

This truth is so encouraging! What a joy to have 
confidence that when we pray the Word, God will 
do whatever we’re asking Him to do. 
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Let’s be honest. When our circumstances are des-
perate, it’s easy to cling to our own opinions about 
what God should do. Yet God’s ways are not our 
ways (Isaiah 55:8-9), so we don’t always know what 
is best in a certain situation. Only He knows what 
must happen for peoples’ hearts to change. This is 
why it’s so important for us to pray Scriptures over 
our lives and loved ones.

Remember God’s Faithfullness
When we experience difficult and painful times, 

there may be days when we struggle with doubt. But 
the Lord continuously reminds us that we are His. 
He loves us so much and is always carving out great 
testimonies from our experiences and challenges. 

God asks us to trust Him with everything we hold 
dear, and sometimes He wants us to “back off” so He 
can move in our hearts and lives. We must choose to 
“let go” and place everything in His loving hands. 

I encourage you to pray and totally surrender every 
concern to God. Ask Him to do whatever is needed 
to bring about His Kingdom in your situation. 

Even when things seem to get worse before they 
get better, never forget that God and His mercies are 
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new every morning (Lamentations 3:21-23). He loves 
you—and your loved ones—more than you can com-
prehend. You can trust Him 100% with your future...
and theirs.

Never give up on the Lord as you ask Him to 
transform the difficult situations in your life. He 
is already at work, and He has a wonderful plan to 
bless you and your loved ones. 

Ask and keep on asking…seeking…knocking…
praying. Keep believing, keep trusting, and you 
WILL see God’s goodness and faithfulness in your 
life and the lives of your loved ones. 

This Scripture is our prayer for you today:

Wait on the LORD and be of good 
courage, and He shall strengthen 
your heart; wait, I say, on the LORD 
(Psalm 27:14)! 

Never give up on God, for He will never give up 
on you (Philippians 1:6)!
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