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“Let the favor of
the Lord our God be upon us,
and establish the work of our

hands upon us; yes,
establish the work of our hands!”

— PsAaLM 90:17 NIV




Dear Friends,

From cover to cover, the Bible is a book about the favor of
God. Its opening chapters describe the amazing favor given to
our first ancestors, Adam and Eve. There was no poverty, sickness,
or death in God’s original creation. The first man and woman
were placed in a beautiful garden, surrounded by lavish abun-

dance...a testimony to the incredible favor of their loving Creator.

“God saw everything that He had made, and indeed it was very
good” (Genesis 1:31). Your Heavenly Father never created you
to suffer lack...experience disease...battle depression...or fight
against your loved ones. No, His plan for you—right from the
beginning—was one of blessing and favor:

1 know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord,
plans to prosper you and not to harm you,

plans to give you hope and a future”
(Jeremiah 29:11 NIV).

Have you discovered God’s wonderful plans for your life, my
friend? They are revealed throughout the Scriptures, and they will
take hold in your life as you draw near to the Lord in prayer and
worship.

Make a commitment today to pursue God’s plan with all
your heart. You'll be glad you did—both in this life and for all

eternity.

God bless you!

Do Lot
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HEART TO
GoD’s FAVOR

What exactly is the favor of God? How do you receive His
tavor? Is it possible to live in the favor of God every day? Can
you be a child of God, a Christian, and NOT live in His favor?

Dictionaries describe favor as approval, support, kindness,
esteem, and even unfair partiality. If I asked you, “Do you want
God’s approval? His support? His blessing? What about His
kindness, esteem, and partiality?” I believe your answer would be,

“YES!” Of course I do! We a// do!

From cover to cover, the Bible teaches that God loves you, and
He wants you to enjoy His favor as a beloved child. But the sad
truth is that most people don't live in a place of God’s favor. Even
many Christians live their lives outside the favor of God, not
really understanding what His favor is or how to receive it.

Understanding how the favor of God works is one of the
most important lessons you can learn in life. But if you don't un-
derstand God’s character, you won't understand His favor either.

God is not some cosmic being far out in the universe, disen-
gaged from the cares and concerns of your life. He loves you. He
cares about you. And He can be as close to you as the breath you
breathe.

God wants to bless you and answer your prayers today. Jesus
promised us, Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find;
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OPENING YOUR HEART TO GOD'S FAVOR

knock, and it will be opened to you” (Matthew 7:7). But then He
went on to say that our confidence in petitioning God with our
prayer requests is dependent on seeing Him as our loving Heav-
enly Father:

What man is there among you who, if his son asks for bread,
will give him a stone? Or if he asks for a fish, will he give
him a serpent? If you then, being evil, know how to give good
gifts to your children, how much more will your Father who
is in heaven give good things to those who ask Him!
(Matthew 7:9-11)

Let those words sink in for a mo-
ment. You have a Father in Heaven
who wants to give you ‘good things”
when you ask Him! As much as your
earthly father may love you, your
Heavenly Father loves you more...
so much more. He longs to show you
His kindness and approval...to bless
you...and to give you good gifts.

VYou have a
Father in
Heaven who
wants to give

you “good things”
when you

ask Him!

You see, when you open your heart to God’s wisdom and
tavor, everything else in your life is impacted. Not only will He
re-energize your spiritual life, but there will be a transformation
of your health, finances, emotions, and relationships as well. You
can experience His supernatural favor—not just for a moment,
but for a lifetime, and then for all eternity!

THE FAVOR FACTOR 11
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Have you ever wondered, “If my Heavenly Father longs to
give me good gifts...if He wants to bless me and show me His
kindness and approval...why don’t I seem to experience that on a
regular basis?”

For a moment, picture in your mind God as your caring,
loving Heavenly Father who wants to bless you with the good
things of life. Then ask yourself, “Is it possible that His love and
His blessings are two different things?”

I believe they are. His love is unconditional. There is nothing
you can do to earn your Heavenly Father’s love. He loves you...
because He loves you...because He loves you. And there is noth-
ing you can do to make Him stop loving you.

But His approval, blessings, and
T here is tavor are different from His love.
nothing you Rather than being unconditional, they
are conditional. And they are condi-

can do to

carn your tional on several different things.

Heavenly For example, the Bible repeatedly
Father's love. emphasizes obedience as being one of

the most important aspects of living

in God’s favor. Jesus described this on
a number of different occasions:
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UNCONDITIONAL LOVE, CONDITIONAL PROMISES

Why do you call Me “Lord, Lord,” and not do the things
which I say? (Luke 6:46)

If you love Me, keep My commandments... He who has My
commandments and keeps them, it is he who loves Me. And
he who loves Me will be loved by My Father, and I will love
him and manifest Myself to him (John 14:15,14:21).

If you keep My commandments, you will abide in My love,
Just as I have kept My Father’s commandments and abide in
His love. ‘These things I have spoken to you, that My joy may
remain in you, and that your joy may be full

(John 15:10-11).

One of the biggest things many Christians fail to realize is
that the blessings and favor of God are not random occurrences
of “good luck.” His promises are clear, and they are 100% con-
ditional. When you were in school and took math classes, you
probably learned about things called “postulates.” Postulates are
“rules” you apply in math. Many of them can be summed up in
phrases like, “IF this... THEN that.”

You need to realize that there is always an “it” with God.
He says over and over again, “If you'll do #4is...then I'll do that.”
Although His love remains unconditional, His favor requires
obedience—meeting the conditions in His Word.

You and I are saved by God’s grace. This favor is totally
unmerited, for He demonstrated His love “while we were still
sinners” (Romans 5:8). We didn't do anything to earn this unmer-
ited favor. It’s “the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast”
(Ephesians 2:8-9).

While we earn wages, gifts are different. A gift must be freely
given, or else it isn't truly a gift.

THE FAVOR FACTOR 13



UNCONDITIONAL LOVE, CONDITIONAL PROMISES

When we receive God’s amazing grace, we are receiving
something wonderful that we didn’t deserve. When we receive
His mercy, He is withholding the punishment we 4id deserve.

You and I will never be saved by our works, but here’s some-
thing interesting...we will be rewarded for our works. One day
when we get to Heaven and stand before God, we’ll be reward-
ed on the basis of our obedience and the works we did here on
earth.
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If I called you on the phone today and asked how I could
pray for you, what would you say? Do you need God’s healing
touch? A financial breakthrough? The restoration of your mar-
riage? Deliverance from an addiction? The salvation of your
children or other loved ones?

Well, I have great news for you. There’s only ONE thing you
really need: God’s favor! The psalmist understood this well, and
he prayed, “May the favor of the Lord our God rest on us; establish
the work of our hands for us” (Psalm 90:17 NIV'). Do you want
God to bless the work of your hands today? Then you need His
tavor above all else.

'This comes from seeking the Lord with all our heart. When
we do, everything else falls into place. That’s why David could
boldly say in Psalm 34:10, “Those who seek the LORD lack no good
thing.”

To David, this was more than a nice theory. He wrote about
this in the 23" Psalm. Because he had drawn near to the Lord as
his Good Shepherd, he lacked nothing. And he was so confident
of God’s favor in his life that he proclaimed, “Surely your goodness

and love will follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the
house of the LORD forever.”

David knew all about this kind of favor. He had first expe-

rienced it years earlier when the prophet Samuel was seeking

THE FAVOR FACTOR 15



ATTRACTING GOD’S FAVOR

God’s direction on who Israel’s next king should be (1 Samuel 16).
Samuel knew the king was to be chosen from among the sons of
Jesse, and so the sons were paraded before the prophet to see which
one was the Lord’s choice. Samuel must have been a little confused
when none of the seven oldest sons met with God’s approval, so he
told Jesse: “The LORD has not chosen these...Are these all the sons you
have?” (vs. 10-11 NIV)

Apparently, no one had thought to invite David! He was
the youngest son, and he was out tending his father’s sheep. You
see, while everyone else was looking at factors like age and rank,
God was looking for a man after His heart...someone who would
tulfill His purposes.

So they sent for David and brought him in, and we read in
verses 12 and 13:

The LORD said, “Rise and anoint him; this is the one.” So
Samuel took the horn of 0il and anointed him in the presence
of his brothers, and from that day on the Spirit of the LORD
came powerfully upon David.

Friend, all the while, God was looking for a person He could
show His favor to! Maybe you feel like you're just taking care of
some smelly old sheep, forgotten somewhere behind all the “im-
portant” people. But remember that God is searching for people
like David—who have their heart set on pleasing Him.

The Bible promises in 2 Chronicles 16:9 (NASB): “The eyes
of the LORD move to and fro throughout the earth that He may
strongly support those whose heart is completely His.” 1 pray you are a
candidate for this amazing favor and support from God today!
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Honoring God is one of the most important keys to receiv-
g p y

ing His favor. What does it mean to honor God? Dictionaries
define honor as “giving great respect.” But what are the practical

ways you can show honor and great respect to God?

One of the clearest ways you can show honor to the Lord is
by doing what He asks! When you obey God’s commandments
and keep His statutes, you are honoring Him. But in contrast,
you dishonor Him when you disobey Him.

I'm sure we all disobey God to
some degree every day. We fall, we
fail, and we come up short in our
desire to please the Lord in our
thoughts, words, and deeds.

oqono’zing QDd is
a poundational
step toward
walking in

) . His favor.
Yet the good news is that He is

ready and willing to forgive us. All we
have to do is ask. In His mercy, He will pick us up and set us on
the right track again. So just because we fall, that’s no reason not
to get back up again.

Don't fall for the devil’s lie that you've sinned so greatly that
God cannot and will not forgive you. The blood of Jesus shed
for you on the Cross is greater than every sin and shortcoming.
There is nothing you or I can ever do to separate us from the love

of God (Romans 8:38-39).
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HONORING GOD

When you disobey His Word and do things you shouldn’t do,
you can humbly come back to Him. His arms will be wide open
when you ask Him to forgive you and help you do better next
time. It’s that simple and that easy. God will welcome you with
open arms.

It’s not too late for the Lord to give you a fresh start as you
learn to honor Him and put Him first in your life. So I encour-
age you today to trust Him. Obey Him. Keep His statutes and
commandments. And as you do, He will be faithful to His Word

and will bless you with His amazing grace and favor.

Remember: Honoring God is a foundational step toward
walking in His favor. And His favor will change your life, my
friend.

18 THE FAVOR FACTOR



NI

ABRAHAM

One of God’s great promises about His favor is found in
Genesis 12:2: “T will bless you...and you will be a blessing.” Stop
for a moment, and think about what God is saying. Make this a
personal promise to YOU: T wil/ bless YOU...and YOU will be a

blessing.”

Of course, some people will be quick to point out that God
is speaking to Abraham when He makes this promise—not to us
today. Well, that’s partially true. God was talking to Abraham,
but the Bible says the promises God made to Abraham, He also

made to us:

Those who are of faith are sons of Abraham. .. Christ
redeemed us from the curse of the law. .. that the blessing of
Abraham might come upon the Gentiles in Christ Jesus, that
we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith. ..
Now to Abraham and his Seed were the promises made
(Galatians 3:7-14).

You see, the covenant promises made to Abraham are prom-
ises made to YOU as a spiritual descendant of Abraham. God
made a binding agreement with Abraham and his descendants
to BLESS them—and you and I have inherited those covenant
blessings!

God is a covenant-making God. He wanted a relationship
with Abraham and with those who would follow in his footsteps

THE FAVOR FACTOR 19



THE BLESSINGS OF ABRAHAM

of faith, and that’s what this covenant is all about.

When Barbara and I got married, we exchanged vows. We
made promises to each other to love and cherish one another for
the rest of our lives. Our love relationship was sealed by the cov-
enant we made with each other before God and all our wedding
guests. This is the kind of love relationship the Lord wants to
have with you. He loves you so much that He wants you to live
in a covenant relationship with Him forever.

A covenant is a solemn, binding agreement between two
parties. To covenant with someone means that those involved
will stand behind their word, no matter what. Just as Barbara
and I made a covenant promise to be faithful to one another as
husband and wife until the day we die, God has made covenant
promises to you—promises that extend all the way into eternity.

God won't forget His covenant promises, my friend. He will
stand behind His Word every time, and He will zever be unfaith-
tul to what He has covenanted with you to do. He will never lie,
as we are told in Numbers 23:19:“God is not a man, that He should
lie, nor a son of man, that He should repent; has He said, and will He
not do it? Or has He spoken, and will He not make it good?”

Remember: Faithfulness is God’s part of the covenant, and
your part is to trust and obey. When you honor Him with your
taith and obedience, you can boldly claim the countless promises

in His Word.
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As we've already seen, receiving God’s favor is not a matter
of chance or happenstance. His favor is released when we meet
the conditions in His Word. Although each of the promises in
the Bible has its own set of conditions, there is a general “Favor
Formula” that applies in every situation:

HONORING GOD + FAITH +
OBEDIENCE + EXPECTANCY = GOD’S FAVOR,
BLESSINGS, AND APPROVAL

I've already touched on what it means to honor God, and
faith is another crucial ingredient in a life that enjoys God’s favor.
The Lord says in Hebrews 11:6 that without faith, it is impossible
to please Him. By faith, men and women throughout the Scrip-
tures believed God’s promises and trusted Him to intervene in
their circumstances.

Faith means trusting God, “who gives life to the dead and calls
those things which do not exist as though they did” (Romans 4:17). It
means being confident He will intervene in your circumstances.
And it gives us assurance that “God causes all things to work togeth-
er for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to
His purpose” (Romans 8:28 NASB).

Obedience means putting your faith into action, which hap-
pens when you read God’s Word, follow what it says, and obey
the voice of the Holy Spirit. Jesus tells us in John 15:14, “You are
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THE FAVOR FORMULA

My friends if you do whatever I command you.”

My friend Dr. Charles Stanley said to me one day, “David,
learn to obey God and leave the consequences to Him.” I'll never
forget that. It’s not always easy to obey what we believe God is
telling us to do, but it’s a crucial part of living in His favor.

Expectancy is another key that

Vv opens the door to God’s favor. Expec-
ou can ttust

that God is who tancy is hope-filled waiting that only
He says He is comes after you've prayed in faith,
and that He believed God will intervene in your

will do rohat circumstances, and been obedient to
He says He His Word and His Holy Spirit. It’s
crucial to wrap your faith and obedi-
ence with expectation, trusting God
and expecting Him to be faithful to
His covenant promises.

will do.

You can trust that God is who He says He is and that He
will do what He says He will do. He promises in Jeremiah 1:12
that He will watch over His Word to perform it.

So if you're seeking more of God’s favor in your finances,
health, relationships, or peace of mind, I encourage you to follow
the example of Bible heroes who received breakthroughs when
they applied the formula of HONORING GOD + FAITH +
OBEDIENCE + EXPECTANCY. You will receive God’s favor,
blessings, and approval, and He will intervene in your difhicult
circumstances in amazing ways.
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David wrote in Psalm 5:12, “Surely, Lord, you bless the righ-

teous; you surround them with your favor as with a shield.” Isn’t that

a beautiful observation? God’s favor can encircle you like a shield,
protecting you on all sides. It can shield you against any pressures
the enemy tries to use to keep you from receiving all the blessings

God has for you.

The Bible describes the devil as a thief who comes ‘%o szeal
and kill and destroy” (John 10:10 NIV). However, the shield of
God’s favor will come between you and the forces of evil that
seek to destroy you...forces too powerful and cunning for you to
deal with in your own strength or wisdom. You have no protec-
tion against these forces except the invisible, but also invincible,

shield of the Lord’s favor in your life.
But remember: Who does God

Z0h
surround with His favor as with a N ‘e';'f‘;“g »
1 « H » .. . uly pu 0
S
shield? “The righteous.” This ties in Kingpom and oHis

with Jesus’instruction in Matthew
6:33 to ‘seek first the kingdom of God
and His righteousness, and all these

tighteousness first

in your lige, you

can be confident

things shall be added to you.” When you of His favor.
truly put God’s Kingdom and His

righteousness first in your life, you

can be confident of His favor—and
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KINGDOM PRIORITIES

that favor will protect us as a shield.

Friend, examine your priorities today. Are you seeking first
God’s Kingdom and His righteousness? Are you praying, as Jesus
taught in Matthew 6:10, for His Kingdom to come and His will
to be done in your life? As you align your priorities with God’s
priorities, you will ensure the protection and security that come
from living in His favor.

Make sure you are looking in the right place for your security
and peace. People may let you down. Political and financial insti-
tutions may crumble. But there is one thing in life that you can
count on: God surrounds the righteous with favor.

24 THE FAVOR FACTOR



I'm always surprised that so many Christians seem unaware
of the importance of God’s favor. Many are also ignorant of the
Biblical principles God lays out for receiving and growing in His
favor.

Here at Inspiration Ministries, we receive prayer requests
from many people who are looking for a breakthrough or a
promotion of some kind. Some are

looking for a new job, or maybe they ZOhen you /
are hoping their boss will recognize increase in
their value and give them a raise. God's wisdom,

Over the years, we've discovered you will also
that a vital key to a breakthrough like LU
that is receiving the favor of God. ability to receive
Luke 2:52 tells us, YJesus increased in His pavor.

wisdom and stature, and in favor with

God and men.” There are several vital

points to see here. First, this verse teaches that when you increase
in God’s wisdom, you will also grow in your ability to receive His

tavor. So it’s critical that you seek God’s wisdom, and that comes

primarily as you study His Word and spend time in His presence.

Second, Luke 2:52 lets us know that we can increase in the
tavor of God. Youre not just stuck with some level of favor that
you've inherited from your parents or received because of what
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INCREASING IN FAVOR

you've done or not done in the past. God can propel you to new
levels of His supernatural favor zoday!

The third principle we see in Luke 2:52 is that there’s a
connection between God's favor and the favor we are seeking
from a boss, a potential employer, or even a loved one or potential
mate. Jesus increased in favor “with God AND men™—not just
God alone. Do you see what good news this is? As your ways are
pleasing to the Lord, He not only gives you HIS favor, but He
also causes PEOPLE to give you favor for the things you need in
life.

I love what the psalmist writes in Psalm 75:6-7: “Exaltation
comes neither from the east nor from the west nor from the south. But
God is the Judge: He puts down one, and exalts another.” My friend,
this means you need to look to GOD for your promotion and
advancement. Yes, He will use people to carry out His will and
extend His favor, but make no mistake about it: Your promotion
must ultimately come from HIM.

And what is it that triggers this kind of promotion from the
Lord? James 4:6-10 cites humility as the key ingredient: “God
resists the proud, but gives grace to the humble. Therefore submit to
God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you. Draw near to God
and He will draw near to you. Humble yourselves in the sight of the
Lord, and He will lift you up.”

God has made the pathway to His favor very clear. I encour-
age you to humble yourself before Him today. Wholeheartedly
give Him your life, and watch Him pour out His abundant
blessings and favor!
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We've discussed receiving the favor of God, and also how to
increase in that favor. However, what can we do when we’ve for-
teited the Lord’s favor through sin and disobedience? What steps

can we take in order to restore the favor we've lost?

‘Thankfully, in 2 Chronicles 7:14 God gives us some powerful
principles for restoration. Although this verse is often used as a
prescription for unlocking God’s favor upon a nation, the princi-
ples also apply to individuals like you and me:

If My peaple who are called by My name will humble
themselves, and pray and seek My face, and turn from their
wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and will forgive
their sin and heal their land.

God’s prescription here is very
clear. First of all, He says this formula The Lord
is only meant to apply to His people.
We certainly can't hope to receive the
full measure of the Lord’s favor if we

wantsg to heal
everything in

your life today,
haven't truly given our life to Him. including yout
Second, God wants us to see the health, emotions,
power that comes in being called by pinances, and
His name. When we'’re walking in a telationships.

covenant relationship with God, we
can use the mighty name of Jesus in
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REGAINING GOD’S FAVOR

our prayers and in our battles against the forces of darkness.

'The next thing God says in 2 Chronicles 7:14 is that we must
humble ourselves if we are going to receive our breakthrough of
favor. And as we humble ourselves, we must also pray, seek God's
face, and turn from any wicked ways. As you spend quality time in
the Lord’s presence each day, make sure to ask Him to reveal any

“wicked ways™—things that displease Him and hinder His favor

in your life.

When you follow God’s instructions in 2 Chronicles 7:14,
He promises #o forgive your sins and heal your land. But I believe
the scope of this promise is very broad: The Lord wants to heal

EVERYTHING in your life today, including your health, emo-
tions, finances, and relationships.

Make it your goal today to please God in everything you do.
Humble yourself before Him. Cry out to Him, and trust Him to
pour out His supernatural favor and blessings in your life.
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In Matthew 18:2-4, Jesus describes the need for radical hu-
mility and faith in a rather unusual context:

Jesus called a little child to him and put the child among
them. Then he said, “I tell you the truth, unless you turn from
your sins and become like little children, you will never get
into the Kingdom of Heaven. So anyone who becomes as
humble as this little child is the greatest in the Kingdom of
Heaven.”

Perhaps you've never thought of
young children as being particular-
ly “humble,” but let’s explore what
Jesus meant by this. First of all, little
children are feachable. If you are going
to receive the full measure of God’s
favor in your life, it’s crucial to allow the principles in
Him to teach you the principles in His Word.
His Word for tapping into the abun-

dant resources of Heaven.

I you are going

to zeceive the full
measure of God's
favor in your life,
it’s crucial to allow
Him to teach you

Another characteristic of young children is that they typi-
cally find it very easy to trust their parents. If their mom or dad
tells them something, they haven't yet learned to question it. This
is important in the context of God’s favor as well. Our Heavenly
Father has given us countless promises in His Word, but those
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CHILDLIKE HUMILITY AND FAITH

promises must be activated by fzizh. Only as we trust God and
put our faith in His promises will we receive the benefit of those
promises.

Finally, while teenagers often go through a time of rebellion
against their parents’ authority, very young children usually find
it much easier to obey their parents’ commands. Again, this is a
pivotal issue in our quest to receive God’s favor in our lives. His
promises are conditional, not just on our faith, but also on our
obedience.

Do you see why Jesus says we must have child-like faith,
obedience, and teachableness in order to be great in His King-
dom? Jesus taught us in Matthew 6:33 that when we seek first
His Kingdom and His righteousness, He will give us everything
else we need! But our pursuit of God’s Kingdom blessings must
be with the child-like traits I've described.

'This takes real humility. We all want to think we are smart
enough and capable enough to handle things on our own, but
humility means recognizing our need for God’s wisdom and
favor—just as a little child recognizes his dependence on His
parents.

Take a moment to pause and reflect on these vital attributes
of living in God’s favor. Humble yourself before Him, and
acknowledge your need for His wisdom and strength.

30 THE FAVOR FACTOR



Forgiveness is an indispensable component for releasing
God’s favor in your life. There are two sides of this powerful
torce: First, you must receive God’s forgiveness for the sins you've
committed, and then you must also forgive anyone you feel has
sinned against you.

The Bible teaches that we all

fall short of God’s perfect standard There is NO
(Romans 3:23). Nevertheless, because condemnation
of His great love, He is ready and when you aze
willing to forgive us. As 1 John 1:9 positioned in
tells us, all we have to do is ask for Chuist — not
God’s forgiveness and cleansing: “If even a smidgen!

we confess our sins, He is faithful and
Just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse
us from all unrighteousness.”

Isn’t that great news? When we acknowledge our sins and
come before the Lord, He is faithful to forgive us and cleanse us.
Isaiah 1:18 says, “Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as

white as snow; though they are red like crimson, they shall be as wool.”

Once we receive God’s forgiveness, it’s crucial that we not
continue to wallow in defeat or condemnation. We must pick
ourselves up and get going again. Even if we've fallen repeatedly,
that’s no reason not to get back up again.
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THE POWER OF FORGIVENESS

We'’re told in Proverbs 24:16 (NIV): “Though the righteous fall
seven times, they rise again, but the wicked stumble when calamity
strikes.” So if you've failed in some way today, you can rise again!
How? David explains in Psalm 37:23-24: “The steps of a good man
are ordered by the LORD, and He delights in his way. Though he fall,
he shall not be utterly cast down; for the LORD upholds him with His
hand.”

Let these encouraging words sink in for a moment. Even
though you may fall at times, you need to remember that God
delights in you. In your darkest hour, remember that He will
uphold you with His mighty hand.

When we disobey God’s Word and do things we shouldn’t
have done, His arms will be wide open to us nevertheless. Like
the prodigal son in Luke 15, we simply must get up from our
pigpen and return home. We must ask the Lord to forgive us and
help us do better next time. It’s that simple and that easy. God
will always welcome us with open arms.

I encourage you to meditate on these great words from the
apostle Paul in Romans 8:1: “There is therefore now no condemna-
tion to those who are in Christ Jesus.” Declare this beautiful verse
over and over again until it sinks deeply into your heart.

There is NO condemnation when you are positioned in
Christ—not even a smidgen! You are totally forgiven and accept-
ed by your Heavenly Father—ready to receive His amazing favor
in every area of your life.
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FAVOR THROUGH
GENEROSITY

Over many years of walking with the Lord, my wife
Barbara and I have repeatedly seen God’s faithfulness in releas-
ing His favor when we practice generosity. Even when it seems
like everything else has failed to bring us the breakthrough we
need, generosity often has unlocked God’s favor and abundance
in amazing ways.

Barbara and I have discovered, again and again, that you
truly cannot out-give God. Those who live lives of radical gen-

erosity consistently experience an overflow of God’s blessings in
their lives.

So are you ready to be blessed like you've never been blessed
before? Generosity may well be a key you've overlooked.

Solomon tells us in Proverbs 11:25, ¥4 generous person will
prosper; whoever refreshes others will be refreshed.” This is such a
clear and powerful statement by the wisest man who ever lived.
If we want to prosper, we must learn to live a life of generosity

toward God’s Kingdom and the needs of others.

Let’s be honest: Generosity doesn't always come easily. But
the first step is to recognize that everything we have is a gift
from God. This means that we are merely stewards—trustees or
managers—of the time, talent, and treasure we have received

from the Lord.
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RELEASING FAVOR THROUGH GENEROSITY

'The great men and women of faith described in the Bible
all understood this critical truth. For example, David writes in 1
Chronicles 29:10-13 (NIV):

Praise be to you, LORD, the God of our father Israel, from
everlasting to everlasting. Yours, LORD, is the greatness and
the power and the glory and the majesty and the splendor,
Jfor EVERYTHING in heaven and earth is yours. Yours,
LORD, is the kingdom; you are exalted as head over all.
Wealth and honor come from you; you are the ruler of all
things. In your hands are strength and power to exalt and
give strength to all. Now, our God, we give you thanks, and
praise your glorious name.

Do you see how this perspective will change your life? It’s
not so hard to give if you recognize that it’s not really yours
in the first place. Also, realize that just as God has given you
everything you already hold in your hands, you can receive even
GREATER abundance when you faithfully give of what to
have—regularly sowing seeds into God’s Kingdom and the lives
of others.

Jesus describes this principle in Luke 6:38 when He says,
“Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down,
shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For
with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.”

What a beautiful picture of the kind of overflowing abun-
dance and favor our Heavenly Father wants to give to His
children. But it all starts with that important word: “GIVE...” So
remember: Favor is released from God’s hands when we release
something He has given us from OUR hands.

34 THE FAVOR FACTOR



COMMANDMENTS?

God’s favor is a powerful force, with the ability to totally
transform your finances, health, relationships, peace of mind—
and every other area of your life as well. So it would be a very
valuable discovery to figure out what ingredients you need to
unleash that force in your life.

The good news is that the ingredients for a life of favor don't
have to be a mystery. You don't have to be like a mad scientist,
frantically mixing random chemicals in search of a concoction
that will release the favor of God in your life. No, the ingredients
you need for God’s favor have been clearly described for you

throughout His Word.

Sadly, though, it has become fashionable to dismiss many
vital ingredients as unnecessary or unimportant. Many Christians
have misinterpreted salvation by grace to mean they can enjoy
the favor of God without adhering to His commandments.

God gave His people 10 Commandments, not 10 sugges-
tions (see Exodus 20:1-17). Christians and Jews alike call these
“the Law.” They are not God’s entire law, of course, but they form
the foundation for the rest of the law. In fact, the 10 Command-
ments form the foundation not only for God’s spiritual law, but
they’ve also been adopted as the foundation for our civil code of
law in the United States and many other nations.

Many Christians assume that since we now live under grace,
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WHAT ABOUT GOD’S COMMANDMENTS?

the Law doesn’t apply to us any longer. That is partially correct,
tor the Law was never intended to be the means of our salvation.
However, to say that God’s moral law doesn’t apply to us any
longer is to misunderstand what the Bible teaches.

Look at what Jesus said in Matthew 5:17-19:

Don't think that I came to abolish the Law or the Prophets;
1 did not come to abolish but to fulfill. For truly I say to you,
until heaven and earth pass away, not the smallest letter

or stroke shall pass from the Law until all is accomplished.
Whoever then annuls one of the least of these commandments,
and teaches others to do the same, shall be called least in the
kingdom of heaven; but whoever keeps and teaches them, he
shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven.

How does this apply to other passages of Scripture, such
as Romans 3:28, which teach that we are saved by the grace of
God and not by our keeping of the Law? The principles found in
God’s moral law still apply today if we want to live a life pleasing
to Him, filled with His favor. Obviously, He isn't pleased when
someone murders, steals, or commits adultery. Grace doesn’t
change any of that. Yes, we can be forgiven, justified by faith
(Romans 5:1), but the principles in the Law describe the things
that please the Lord—and the things that don't.

This should be our aim in everything we do, as Paul told the
Corinthians: “We make it our goal to please him” (2 Corinthians 5:9
NIV). Before we go any further in our study, take a moment to
pause and ask the Lord to examine your heart. Are you devoted
to a life of pleasing Him? This is an important part of experienc-
ing His favor and releasing His blessings.
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One of the 10 Commandments tells us: “Honor your father

and your mother, that your days may be prolonged in the land which
the LORD your God gives you” (Exodus 20:12). This verse plainly
says that if you honor your father and mother, you will live a long
and blessed life. The converse is also true: If you dishonor your
father and mother, God’s favor will be undermined, and your life
will be shortened.

If God put so much importance on honoring our earthly
father and mother, just think how important it also is that we
honor HIM as our Heavenly Father. In fact, honor is a powerful

catalyst for God’s favor in our lives. So what does it mean to truly
honor the Lord?

Dictionaries define honor as Honor swill
“giving great respect,” and there are lead you to
134 verses in the Bible that talk about favor, and favor
honor. It’s clearly an important topic will open wide
to God, and many of the promises in the gateway to
His Word are directly related to our God's blessings
willingness to honor Him. Honor is in your life.

another example of God’s “IF you do
this... THEN I'll do that” postulates.

You show honor to the Lord by obeying His commandments
and doing what He asks. But you dishonor Him if you disobey
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HONORING THE LORD

Him. It’s that simple.

If you honor the Lord, He will honor you. Honor will
lead you to favor, and favor will open wide the gateway to His
blessings in your life.

Do you want to release more of God’s honor and favor in
your life? Then the Bible’s instruction is clear: “Pride brings a per-
son low, but the lowly in spirit gain honor” (Proverbs 29:23 NIV).
Whenever we truly humble ourselves before the Lord, He has
promised to lift us up (1 Peter 5:6).

'The Bible also teaches that we can honor God by bringing
Him the ‘firstfruits” of our income: “Honor the LORD with your
possessions, and with the firstfruits of all your increase; so your barns
will be filled with plenty, and your vats will overflow with new
wine” (Proverbs 3:9-10).

This is one of the most important verses in the Bible
describing how to be blessed by God and receive His favor.
'The ‘firstfruits” principle means that when you get a paycheck,
the first 10% belongs to the Lord, not just what’s left over (if’
anything is left over). If you want to receive the full measure of
His blessings, make sure to honor Him—and this begins with

giving Him the first 10% of all you earn.
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DOESN'T HAVE
TO BE FINAL

Failure is something we've all experienced at one time or
another. Sometimes the failure is pretty insignificant: a poor
grade on a test...striking out on our little league baseball team...
flunking our first driving test when we’re a teen. But other
failures are a lot more painful: a lost job...a divorce...rebellious
children...financial ruin.

'The Bible is very candid about the failures of its heroes.
Although some of the failures seemed fairly minor, at other times
God’s grace brought a hero from complete devastation into a
new beginning of success and victory.

'The apostle Peter experienced extreme failure before God
brought him to a place of extreme fruitfulness. One of the re-
markable things about Peter’s story is that Jesus clearly knew all
about Peter’s weaknesses—yet He chose him anyway.

Let me encourage you today: God knows all about your
weaknesses and failures too, but His grace is able to restore you
and give you the new beginning you need. He will take you from
tailure to favor.

Peter was just a fisherman by trade. He wasn’t the kind of guy
you would think of when looking for someone to be the spiri-
tual leader of thousands of people. Yet Jesus didn't see Peter as
we might have seen him: a crude, smelly, uneducated tradesman.
Somehow Jesus saw Peter as a person of great promise and destiny.
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FAILURE DOESN'T HAVE TO BE FINAL

We might have questioned Jesus’ judgment in choosing such
a person, asking Him, “Jesus, why would You pick someone who is
so ‘earthy’...so poor...so uneducated...so prone to arguments...so
spiritually untrained?”

But Jesus knew that Peter’s real
obstacle was something completely
different than any of these outward
weaknesses and tactors: He was full of pride and self-

ftu'(u'zes, but

God knows

all about your

A py reliance.
(g g’mce 8 able
'This character flaw is no minor

issue! It goes to the very heart of
whether or not we are truly usable by
God. King Solomon—who seems to

to zestore you and
give you the new

6e§inm'n§ you need.

have had his own struggles with pride and self-reliance—warns
us, “Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and lean not on your own
understanding” (Proverbs 3:5). This is a difficult lesson for any of us
to learn, and it was particularly hard for self-reliant Peter.

Although Peter always stood out among the other disciples,
it wasn't always for the best of reasons. Sometimes he stood out
because he was the “star pupil”—the one who had the right answer
to Jesus’ probing questions. However, at other times he stood out
because he became a dunce—someone prone to stick his foot in
his mouth.

And in Peter’s case, there often was a rather quick transition
between speaking what the Spirit of God had revealed to him and
then, only moments later, blurting out something inspired by the
devil. Matthew 16:13-19 gives the wonderful account of Peter’s
revelation of Jesus’ true identity. When the disciples were asked
by Jesus, “Who do you say that I am?” Peter was ready with a quick,
accurate answer: “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God!”
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Good answer, Peter! Jesus was so excited that He told Peter
the entire church would be built upon this revelation. Those
who see Jesus as He is will also be given “the keys of the Kingdom”
(vs. 18-19). Peter was undoubtedly feeling pretty impressed with
himself at this point.

But the chapter doesn't end there. Peter, who had just been
applauded by the Lord, was about to say something stupid and
get a major rebuke when he tried to persuade Jesus from going
to the Cross (v. 22). Peter undoubtedly meant well, and he must
have been shocked by Jesus response: “Ger behind Me, Satan! You
are an offense to Me, for you are not mindful of the things of God, but
the things of men” (v. 23).

Because of his pride and self-reliance, Jesus’ star pupil had
unwittingly put himself in league with Satan! It seems to have
taken Peter mere minutes to go from the mountain top to the
valley. Have you ever had a failure like that—right after feeling
you were on the top of the world?

Peter later failed an even bigger test when Jesus was arrested,
and Peter denied even knowing the Lord. Yet Jesus knows all
about every sin we've ever committed or ever will commit—and
He loves us anyway. In Peter’s case, Jesus not only predicted his
failure, but He also predicted his restoration (Luke 22:31-32).

Isn't this a wonderful story? Jesus can see past our failures to
a day when we will be restored and re-commissioned for fruitful
service. He knows we will experience failure at times but, as in
Peter’s case, He is predicting our ultimate victory.

Friend, your failures don’t have to be final. This can be your
new day of God’s forgiveness and favor.
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'The prophet Jeremiah faced some dark days, especially when
his beloved city of Jerusalem was ransacked by an invading army.
Nevertheless, when things seemed darkest, He saw the reassuring
light of God’s love and favor break through in a powerful way:

The LORD’S loving kindnesses
indeed never cease, for His
TOhat God has compassions never fail. They are
promised you, new every morning; great is Your
He will do. Sfaithfulness. “The LORD is my
Trust Him! portion,” says my soul, “Therefore
1 have hope in Him.” The LORD
is good to those who wait for Him,
to the person who seeks Him. It is
good that he waits silently for the salvation of the LORD
(Lamentations 3:22-26 NASB).

Take a few moments to meditate on the wonderful words
and concepts in this passage: the Lord’s loving kindnesses. ..
compassions...faithfulness...provision...hope...salvation.
Although he found himself in difficult circumstances, Jeremiah
proclaimed that “¢he LORD is good.” Make that your proclama-
tion as well today. No matter how dark your situation may seem,
declare God’s goodness and faithfulness. He is good all the time!

But notice that Jeremiah also recognized his need to “waiz”
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TRUSTING A FAITHFUL GOD

for the Lord to fulfill His Word. The Hebrew word for “waiz” is
gavah, which means to wait with hope and expectancy. This is
not glum or passive waiting, but rather faith-filled anticipation
that God will be faithful to carry out the promises of His word.

Remember, my friend: You can always trust that God is
who He says He is, and that He will do what He says He will
do. Perhaps Jeremiah had been tempted to doubt this, but the
Lord told him plainly: ‘T am watching over my word to perform it”
(Jeremiah 1:12 NASB).

That is His message to you today as well. What God has
promised you, He will do. Trust Him!
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'The Bible is filled with inspiring stories of people who
approached the Lord in faith, desperate for some kind of break-
through. Jairus was one of the rulers of the synagogue, and his little
daughter was lying sick, at the point of death (Mark 5:22-42). Yet
he recognized that Jesus could heal her and raise her up: “Come
and lay Your hands on her, that she may be healed, and she will live”
(v. 23).

Notice that there was no uncertainty in Jairus’ request. He
knew he needed a miracle, but he was absolutely convinced Jesus
was willing and able to provide it.

What request do you have of the Lord today? Healing for
yourself or a loved one? A financial breakthrough? The lifting of
fear or depression? A restored relationship? A better job? Make
sure your request is clear and specific.

Next, make sure you have truly asked God for the miracle
you need. This may seem obvious, but sometimes we fret and
complain about a situation, while never truly presenting it to the
Lord and asking for His help. James 4:2 says, “You do not have
because you do not ask.”

As you make your request to God, remember to add
FAITH + OBEDIENCE + EXPECTANCY, just as Jairus did
when he wanted Jesus to heal his daughter. The Bible doesn't just
say that anything is possible, it says, “// things are possible to him
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EXPECTING MIRACLES

who BELIEVES” (Mark 9:27).

Finally, don’t be surprised if your faith is tested before the
breakthrough comes. While Jesus was still on His way to the
bedside of Jairus’ daughter, news came that the girl had already
died. There seemed to be no further point in Jesus’ coming to

pray for her healing.

But Jesus made a powerful state-

ment about FAITH must overcome One touch of the
FEAR in our life: “Do not be afraid; Lotd’s favor
only believe” (v. 36). After having the can change
doubters leave the girl’s room, He everything!

took her by the hand and raised her

from the dead. People were ‘overcome

with great amazement” (v. 42), but this
outcome is what Jairus had expected all along.

Remember: God is a God of miracles. He wants you to come
to Him in faith and expectancy for the breakthrough you need
today. One touch of His favor can change everything!
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When thinking about the keys to receiving God’s favor,
people often overlook the importance of humility. Famed New
England preacher Jonathan Edwards once observed, “Nothing

sets a person so much out of the devil’s reach as humility.” So true.

Luke 9:46-48 tells about a time when Jesus’ disciples were
arguing with each other about which one of them was His great-
est follower. These men clearly had the wrong idea about what
it means to be great in God’s Kingdom, and the Bible says the
Lord challenged them about this: Jesus, knowing their thoughts,
took a little child and had him stand beside him. Then he said to
them, “Whoever welcomes this little child in my name welcomes me;
and whoever welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me. For it is
the one who is least among you all who is the greatest.”

You see, the path to God’s favor

Ome of the most does not lie in exalting yourself and
powerful keys to trying to get ahead of others. To the
wnlocking God's contrary, true greatness means hum-
blessings is to bling yourself before God and learning
humble yoruselp to be a servant.
and learn to Jesus described this contrast again
sezve Hom and in Mark 10:42-45, when He told the
other people. disciples, “You know that those who are

regarded as rulers of the Gentiles lord it
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HE WILL LIFT YOU UP

over them, and their high officials exercise authority over them. Not so
with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be
your servant, and whoever wants to be first must be slave of all. For
even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and fo
give his life as a ransom for many.”

Jesus not only prescribed humility and servant-hood for His
disciples, but He modeled these qualities in His own life, as the
apostle Paul noted:

Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, who,
being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be
equal with God, but made Himself of no reputation, taking
the form of a bond-servant, and coming in the likeness of
men. And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled
Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the
death of the cross.

Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him
the name which is above every name, that at the name of
Jesus every knee should bow...and that every tongue should
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Fa-
ther (Philippians 2:5-11).

What a stunning example of the pathway to God’s favor.
Jesus voluntarily emptied Himself and became of “no reputation.”
Though He was the Lord of Glory, He willingly took on “#he
form of a bond-servant,” humbling Himself and being obedient to
the point of death.

So what was the result of Jesus’ amazing humility, servant-
hood, and obedience? Paul says, “THEREFORE God also has
highly exalted Him...” What a great example for us! Because
Jesus humbled Himself and obeyed the Father, He was highly
exalted. As He laid down His life to do His Father’s will, He
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HE WILL LIFT YOU UP

received great favor and authority.

Friend, the Bible says you have a Heavenly Father who loves
you and wants to bless you abundantly. But it’s crucial to under-
stand the keys you need to un/ock those blessings.

Today you may be looking for a promotion at work...the
lifting of depression...a restored relationship...or a financial
breakthrough. Then remember: One of the most powerful keys
to unlocking God’s blessings is to humble yourself and learn to
serve Him and other people. When you do, He has promised to
give you His favor and lift you UP!
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BLESSINGS

Deuteronomy 28:1-14 paints a beautiful picture of some of

the blessings you can expect when you are walking the favor of
God. Not only does God say you will receive these blessings if
you obey Him, but He says they will ‘vverzake you” (v. 2). In other

words, instead of you having to chase God’s blessings, they will
chase YOU!

And notice how all-inclusive God’s blessings will be when

you have His favor:

In every place you go, whether in the city and in
the country (v. 3).

In the health of your body and the fruit of your
labor (v. 4).

In both your coming in and your going out (v. 6).
In gaining victory over your enemies (v. 7).

In being blessed in EVERYTHING you set your
hand to (v. 8).

In being established as a “holy pegple” to the Lord
(v. 9).

In experiencing a life of plenty, with God opening
“His good treasure” to you (v. 11).

In becoming ‘the head and not the tail” (v. 13).

But notice, once again, that there are conditions attached to
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CHASED BY GOD’S BLESSINGS

this abundant favor. All of the blessings listed in Deuteronomy
28 are based on our response to God’s invitation in verse 1:
“Now it shall come to pass, I you diligently obey the voice of the
LORD your God, to observe carefully all His commandments which
I command you today...”

Too often, when we read God’s promises in Scripture, we
overlook the conditions He includes in the context. If we expect
to experience the kind of favor described in Deuteronomy 28, we
must obey His voice and observe His commandments!

Take a few moments to pause and allow the Lord to speak to
you. If there some teaching in His Word that you've been ignor-
ing? Have you hardened your heart to the voice of His Spirit in
some way?

Make a fresh commitment to live a life that is pleasing to the
Lord. Then get ready for a tidal wave of His blessings to overtake
you!
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THE CROWD

When Jesus died for our sins on the Cross, the huge veil in
the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom (Mark 15:38).
'This signified that God had opened the doorway into His pres-
ence, once and for all. Prior to that, only the high priest could
enter the Holy of Holies, and even he could only approach God

like that once a year.

But although God has graciously made a way for us to enter
His presence and receive His blessings, we see another principle
at work in the story of a woman who had suffered for 12 years
with ‘constant bleeding” (Mark 5:24-34 NLT). Not only had she
suffered from her health issues, but we're also told, “She had suf-
fered a great deal from many doctors, and over the years she had spent
everything she had to pay them, but she had gotten no better. In fact,
she had gotten worse” (v. 26).

'This woman’s turning point came
when she heard about Jesus one day.
Faith and expectancy rose in her heart
as she said to herself, “If I can just
touch his robe, I will be healed” (v. 28).

It's time to
stiz your faith,
press throusgh
the obstacles,

and reach out

Yet this woman had to overcome ot
a serious obstacle in her pathway to Lord for your
a miracle. A large crowd of people breakthroush.

thronged around Jesus as He walked
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PRESSING THROUGH THE CROWD

the dusty streets, making it extremely difficult for her to reach
Him and touch His robe.

Perhaps this is how you are feeling today, my friend. You are
desperate for a miracle in some area of your life, but many things
seem to be obstructing your access to Jesus. Are you willing to do
what this woman did, pressing through the crowd of obstacles
until she could reach out and touch the Lord?

When the woman touched Jesus’ robe, her bleeding immedi-
ately stopped. Twelve years of suffering were gone after one brief
touch of the favor of God.

But notice that not everyone in the massive crowd received
a miracle that day. Many were close enough to touch Jesus, but
only this woman touched Him with the faith and expectancy
needed to receive her healing. As a result, Jesus realized that
“healing power had gone out from him” (v. 30).

When He discovered who it was who had touched Him with
such faith, Jesus said to the woman, “Daughter, your faith has made
you well. Go in peace. Your suffering is over” (v. 34).

Is there some issue in your life that you've suffered with for
a long time? Then it’s time to stir your faith, press through the
obstacles, and reach out to touch the Lord for your breakthrough.

Remember: Jesus has already done the hard part for you
on the Cross, ripping open the gateway to Heaven’s abundant
blessings. But you still may need to press through some difficult
things that have obstructed you from receiving His favor in the
past. Don't give up. Today can be a day of new beginnings for
you!
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GooD WORK

Often I meet people who act as if God’s financial favor is a
complete mystery to them. Yet the Word of God is full of princi-

ples for us to follow in order to release His prosperity in our lives.

One of the Lord’s clear conditions for a life of financial
blessing is to be faithful in sowing

our tithes and offerings into His One of the Lord’s

Kingdom. Although there are many clear conditions

other Biblical principles for unleash- for a life of

ing God’s financial favor, this is an pinancial blessing

indispensable starting point we can't is to be faithful

afford to neglect. in sowing our tithes
and offerings into

Paul spends 2 Corinthians 9 on
this important subject of financial
stewardship:

His Kingdom

He who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he who
sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. So let each one
give as he purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or of necessi-
ty; for God loves a cheerful giver (vs. 6-7).

To paraphrase Paul’s words here, if you don’t like what you
are reaping, then you need to change what you are sowing. You
can’t expect to reap an abundant harvest if you are sowing miserly
seeds. And Paul adds that we should also do an “attitude check”
when we sow into God’s Kingdom, making sure that we are

THE FAVOR FACTOR 53



ABUNDANCE FOR EVERY GOOD WORK

giving cheerfully rather than grudgingly.

Many people have the terrible misconception that they
shouldn’t expect anything when they sow their financial seeds.
What a tragic error! Can you imagine any farmer who would
plant seeds in the ground without any expectation of an eventual
harvest?

Immediately after telling the Corinthians to sow bountiful-
ly in the Kingdom, Paul provides this beautiful promise about
the harvest they will receive for their faithfulness: “God is able to
make all grace abound toward you, that you, always having all suf-

Siciency in all things, may have an abundance for every good work”
(2 Corinthians 9:8).

Take a moment to let these words sink in. Wouldn't you like
to have “a// sufficiency in all things”? Wouldn't it be wonderful to
have ‘an abundance for every good work™?

You may want to take a look at some other translations to see
how fantastic Paul’s statement is here. For example, the NLT says
it this way: “God will generously provide all you need. Then you will
always have everything you need and plenty left over to share with
others.”

This is God’s will for you as His beloved child. Because
of His favor, you can have a life of overflowing abundance:
“...everything you need and plenty left over to share with others.”
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RELEASE
BLESSINGS

Too often, people get the wrong idea that God’s blessings are
totally random and unpredictable—something they can't really
do anything about. This fatalistic view keeps them from taking
any responsibility for the life of favor God wants to give them.

Fortunately, this is not at all what the Bible teaches. God has
already made HIS decision that He wants to bless His children,
but now the ball is in our court—ready for OUR decision to
align ourselves with the favor He wants to give us.

'This principle is found throughout the Scriptures, but God

makes our choice especially clear in Deuteronomy 30:15-20:

See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, and
death and adversity; in that I command you today to love
the LORD your God, to walk in His ways and to keep His
commandments and His statutes and His judgments, that
you may live and multiply, and that the LORD your God
may bless you in the land where you are entering fo possess
. ..

1 call heaven and earth to witness against you today, that

1 have set before you life and death, the blessing and the
curse. So choose life in order that you may live, you and your
descendants, by loving the LORD your God, by obeying His
voice, and by holding fast to Him; for this is your life and the
length of your days.
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DECISIONS THAT RELEASE BLESSINGS

'This shouldn’t really be a hard choice, because the conse-
quences are so clear. Will you choose life or death? Do you want
God’s blessings or His curses?

The Lord is also telling us plainly what we must DO in order
to ‘choose life.” It requires a firm decision to love Him, walk in His
ways, obey His voice, and hold fast to Him.

'This is a decision we cannot avoid. Each of us must make
a wholehearted choice to put the Lord first in our lives. Joshua
described this to the Israelites when he gave them this bold chal-
lenge: “Choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether
the gods which your fathers served that were on the other side of the
River, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you dwell. But as for
me and my house, we will serve the LORD” (Joshua 24:15).

Joshua’s words are packed full of meaning for your life today.
You must make a choice. Instead of procrastinating, Joshua says
you must choose today. There are other “gods” in our culture
today, but you must turn your back on them and choose to follow
the Lord instead.

Joshua declared that he had already made his choice—both
tor himself and for his family: “s for me and my house, we will
serve the LORD.” Are you ready to make your declaration today?
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BLESSED

What if I told you there’s a foolproof way to unleash a new
level of blessings in your life? Would you be interested in know-
ing the secret? I know you would!

A story in John 13:1-17 describes just such a secret. The
setting is the Passover meal Jesus celebrated with His disciples

shortly before His death. Jesus had

stunned the disciples by removing I you want to
. . be more blessed,

His robe, wrapping a towel around

the pathway is

clear: Humble

yoursel, and

His waist, and washing the feet of
each disciple with a basin of water.

It turned out that Jesus’ example of
learn to be

humility and servant-hood provided 4 servant.

the disciples with a profound key for

gaining more of God’s favor:

After washing their feet, he put on his robe again and sat
down and asked, “Do you understand what I was doing? You
call me “Teacher’ and Lord,” and you are right, because that’s
what I am. And since I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed
your feet, you ought to wash each other’s feet. I have given you
an example to follow. Do as I have done to you... Now that
you know these things, God will bless you for doing them”

(vs. 12-17).
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HOW TO BE MORE BLESSED

Did you catch the final line in this story—Jesus’ statement in
verse 17?2 He said, “Now that you know these things, GOD WILL
BLESS YOU for doing them.” After showing them an incredible
example of what it means to be a servant—even to the extent of
washing people’s feet—]Jesus says they should follow His example.

But a wonderful promise is included by Jesus: “GOD WILL
BLESS YOU.” You see, when you humble yourself and are willing
to serve the Lord and other people, there’s a promise attached.
It’s a promise of being blessed with more of God’s favor and
abundance.

Sadly, many people think they have to strive in their own
strength to “get ahead” and climb the ladder of success. Their
whole focus is on how they can receive more in life, motivating
other people to serve them and meet their needs.

Yet Jesus taught that this approach is backwards. Acts 20:35
quotes Him as explaining, “I# is more blessed to give than to
receive.”

So, if you want to be more blessed, the pathway is clear:
Humble yourself, and learn to be a servant. Set your focus on
giving rather than receiving. When you do these things, you
will be amazed at the new level of favor and blessings you’ll
experience.
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It’s one thing to say you're trusting God when you are on the
mountaintop and everything seems to be going your way. But
what happens when you're stuck in the valley and God’s blessings
seem hard to find? Will you trust Him then?

'The Bible contains numerous stories of men and women of
God who had their faith tested. They had to make a decision to
trust and obey the Lord, even though their breakthrough seemed
distant.

I especially love the story in Genesis 26:1-14 about how
Isaac sowed seeds in a time of drought and famine: “Isaac sowed
in that land and reaped in the same year a hundredfold. And the
LORD blessed him, and the man became rich, and continued to
grow richer until he became very wealthy; for he had possessions of
flocks and herds and a great household, so that the Philistines envied
bhim.”

I don’t know about you, but many people are tempted to
hoard their seeds during times of insecurity and lack. But not
Isaac! He chose to trust God and sow seeds in the Promised
Land even amid a terrible drought all around him.

What was the result of Isaac’s bold step of faith and obedi-
ence? The Lord rewarded him with a gigantic harvest that was
the envy of everyone around. The first year of his sowing, he
received a hundredfold return. The Lord blessed him, and he be-

THE FAVOR FACTOR 59



TRUSTING GOD IN HARD TIMES

came rich...continued to grow richer...and became very wealthy.
In other words, the blessings in his life grew and grew as he
continued to faithfully practice the law of seedtime and harvest.

Remember: You are a walking warehouse of seeds. Every-
thing you have is either enough (your harvest), or it’s the seed
you must sow in order to produce your more-than-enough har-
vest. I encourage you to follow Isaac’s example and sow seeds into
God’s Kingdom and the lives of others, even during your difficult
seasons of life.

Perhaps you are going through a winter season in your life
right now, and you don’t see any way you can sow an uncommon
financial seed into God’s Kingdom. Yet I've discovered a surpris-
ing truth over the years: As hard as it may be, one of the surest
ways to find victory in your winter season is to sow generous,
sacrificial seeds.

'This is something my wife Barbara and I have often done
through the years. When we’ve had a big need, we've sown a big
seed. We've seen God do amazing things in response to these
simple acts of faith and obedience—not only in our own lives,
but also in the lives of our friends and ministry partners.

No matter how dry and barren the fields may look around
you, I'm fully confident of this: God will honor your faith...your
obedience...and your expectancy. He encourages you to put His
promises to the test and trust Him. He will give you a bountiful
harvest from the seeds you sow into His Kingdom.
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TH
OF LIFE

The Bible describes how our actions and attitude can result
in favor. But what are the keys? What do we need to do? One key
is having ‘good understanding,” as we are told in Proverbs 13:15:
“Good understanding produces favor, but the way of the treacherous
is hard.”

How can ‘good understanding”
provide a key to releasing God’s
favor? The Hebrew words here reveal

COMMit
yourself to

studying God's
that this requires more than just Word, believing
accumulating information. It means its promises,
having spiritual insight and discern- and putting it
ment. It points to our need for good into practice.
sense and for knowledge of how to
succeed.

Yet this isn't something we can achieve with a passive or
apathetic attitude. It’s important to actively seek wisdom and
understanding—and this comes from diligently studying God’s
Word and putting His precepts into practice. Rather than treat-
ing God with disrespect, we need to remember that “The fear of
the LORD is the beginning of wisdom” (Psalm 111:10).

As we revere and honor God through obeying His command-
ments, we embrace a lifestyle that leads to ‘good understanding.”
We gain God’s favor and receive life-changing insights and
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DRINKING FROM THE FOUNTAIN OF LIFE

understanding from Him. Proverbs 16:22 says this understanding
is ‘a fountain of life to one who has it.”

If you want to live in the favor of God, then seek His wis-
dom and understanding. Commit yourself to studying His Word,
believing its promises, and putting it into practice. Fear God, and
submit your life to Him. Seek to please Him in everything you do.

'These are some of the steps that will lead you to real and
lasting favor. As you follow these steps, God’s favor will become
a ‘fountain of life” for you, constantly refreshing you in His
presence.
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T PLACE,
RIGHT HEART

Esther seemed like an unlikely hero. She was a Hebrew or-
phan who lived with her Uncle Mordecai. Her people had been
in captivity for over 100 years, and she was carried off against her

will to the palace in Shushan, where she was placed in a house of

women under the care of a eunuch named Hegai. Esther could
have pouted and bemoaned her circumstances, but instead she

retained a quiet and humble spirit. Rather than seeking her own

will, she humbly submitted to God’s plans for her life.

Esther’s story would compare with a modern fairytale: A
beautiful young Jewish girl torn from her homeland and taken

as a captive to Persia; a tyrannical ruler who banished his queen

from her royal position and initiat-
ed a search for her successor; and of
course, an evil villain, Haman, who
desired to perpetrate genocide against

Sven when
some things

don’t seem to

the Jews. make sense, God

At a pivotal moment in the his- has a plan for
tory of the Jewish people, Mordecai your victory
confronted Esther with these timeless and success.
words:

If you remain silent at this time, relief and deliverance for
the Jews will arise from another place, but you and your
Sfather’s family will perish. And who knows but that you
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RIGHT TIME, RIGHT PLACE, RIGHT HEART

have come to your royal position for such a time as this?

(Esther 4:14 NIV)

Perhaps your life seems much less dramatic than Queen
Esther’s—but it is significant in God’s sight nevertheless. Just as
the Lord sovereignly orchestrated the circumstances to prepare
Esther for such a time as this,” so too He’s weaving together the
strands of your life into a beautiful tapestry to reflect His glory.

Remember today that you can trust an unknown future to an
all-knowing God. For the Jewish people and for every believer
today, we can be confident of this: “He marked out their appointed
times in history” (Acts 17:26 NIV).

God has placed you in this time in history, my friend. He has
orchestrated your circumstances and experiences to prepare you
to carry out His purposes. And now it’s your time to shine/

Even when some things don’t seem to make sense, God has
a plan for your victory and success (Jeremiah 29:11). He has a
happy ending in mind for YOUR story, just as He accomplished
tor Esther!
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Esther’s Hebrew name was Hadassah, derived from the word
for “myrtle.” She was aptly named, for the leaves of a myrtle tree
only release their fragrance when they are crushed.

When you're living in the favor of God, the Bible says your
life will emit the sweet fragrance of Christ. Paul described this as
an “exquisite fragrance” and “sweet scent” that should permeate
the atmosphere wherever we go: “Everywhere we go, people breathe
in the exquisite fragrance. Because of Christ, we give off a sweet scent”

(2 Corinthians 2:14-15 MSG).

Is that the kind of life you are living right now? Can people
smell the fragrance of Christ—the fragrance of God’s favor—or
are you giving off the putrid aroma of religiosity, pride, or bit-
terness?

Esther could have been bitter

about losing her parents and living TOhen Esther

in a foreign land, but instead she made her request
imparted a positive, cheerful atti- known to the king,
tude even in stressful circumstances. she tecognized
When challenged by Mordecai to that the answer
take action, Esther’s only request was would require
that the Jews gather together to fast “favor” in his
and pray with her and her handmaid- sight.

ens. Her response to Mordecai was a
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THE FRAGRANCE OF GOD’S FAVOR

magnificent display of humility and obedience:

Go, gather together all the Jews who are in Susa, and fast for
me...I and my attendants will ﬁzst as you do. When this is

done, I will go to the king, even though it is against the law.
And if I perish, I perish (Esther 4:16 NIV).

Trusting in God’s favor and
protection, Esther was willing even
You may need to perish in order to save her people
from destruction. On the third day,

she dressed in her most beautiful

to battle 507 your
breakthrough, but

victony is assured gown and stepped confidently into

the throne room. Seeing his beautiful
queen slip into the hall pleased the

when you obey the
Lord and walk in

His favor. King Ahasuerus, and he extended his

golden scepter in her direction.

My friend, this is a beautiful picture of how King Jesus is
extending His hand to you today, inviting you to come and bring
Him your requests. But you need to come into His throne room
boldly rather than timidly: “Lez us come boldly to the throne of our
gracious God...and we will find grace to help us when we need it
most” (Hebrews 4:16 NLT).

When Esther made her request known to the king, she

recognized that the answer would require ‘favor”in his sight:

If I have found favor with you, Your Majesty, and if it pleases
you, grant me my life—this is my petition. And spare my
people—this is my request. For I and my people have been sold
to be destroyed, killed and annihilated (Esther 7:3-4 NIV).

King Ahasuerus was stunned! Who would dare threaten the
queen and her people? Esther pointed a finger at the culprit: “4n
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THE FRAGRANCE OF GOD’S FAVOR

adversary and enemy! This vile Haman!” (Esther 7:6 NIV)

Friend, there are two principles here that apply to your life
today: As believers, Satan is our sworn ‘adversary and enemy.” The
Bible makes this clear: “Your adversary the devil walks about like
a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour. Resist him, steadfast in

the faith” (1 Peter 5:8-9).

But the fact that we're in a spiritual battle is not meant to
scare us—God simply wants to prepare us. Just as Haman was
eventually exposed and defeated, we are destined to overcome
the devil in Jesus’ mighty name. You may need to bastle for your
breakthrough, but victory is assured when you obey the Lord and
walk in His favor.
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Mark 2:1-12 (NASB) tells the intriguing story of a paralyzed
man who was carried to Jesus by four faithful friends. This was no
easy task. Jesus was preaching the Word in a house packed so full
of people that these men were unable to get the paralyzed man to
Jesus.

But these men weren't going to be denied. They climbed up
on the roof of the house, dug a hole in the roof, and lowered the
man’s pallet right in front of Jesus.

'The man had obviously come in
search of a healing for his paralysis.
So the crowd must have been shocked
when Jesus addressed an entirely
different issue in the paralyzed man’s
life: “Som, your sins are forgiven” (v.5).

TOhether you are

feeling “stuck”
in your emotions,
finances, career,
relationships, ot

gome other area, Doesn't this seem like a strange
God can set you statement at first? Couldn’t Jesus
free as you take a see that the man was paralyzed? He
step of faith. hadn’t come in search of eternal salva-

tion but for a healing of his body.
When you bring your prayer request to the Lord today, don’t

be surprised if He addresses an issue you didn't even have on your
prayer list. You see, this paralyzed man had a spiritual issue—an
issue of forgiveness—that Jesus needed to deal with before ad-
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DON'T SKIP FORGIVENESS

dressing the physical paralysis.

My friend, let’s be clear: Jesus eventually wants to deal with
every issue in your life. When He died on the Cross, He pur-
chased not only your forgiveness, but also the healing of your
emotions and your body (Isaiah 53:3-6).

Jesus pointed this out when He told the skeptics surrounding
the paralyzed man: “Which is easier, to say to the paralytic, Your
sins are forgiven’; or fo say, ‘Get up, and pick up your pallet and
walk’?” (v. 9) But in the case of the paralyzed man, Jesus chose
to deal with the forgiveness issue first.

But then Jesus said something to the man that must have
seemed outrageous on its face: “I say fo you, get up, pick up your
pallet and go home” (v. 11). He told a

paralyzed man to do the one thing No matter how

that seemed totally IMPOSSIBLE difficuls your

for him to do: Jesus told him to walk! e
How does all of this apply to your may seem today,

life today? First, you need to be open Yfou can expetience

to the possibility that God wants to a tutnaround

deal with a deeper issue in your life through the favor

than the issue that seems so pressing of God.

right now. Once He has addressed
that issue and brought you to a place of repentance, forgiveness,
and restoration, He is likely to tell you to take an “impossible”

step of faith.

You may not be suffering from physical paralysis like the
man in this story, but He wants to free you from any other form
of paralysis that may be holding you back. This is such good
news! Whether you are feeling “stuck” in your emotions, finances,
career, relationships, or some other area, God can set you free as
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DON'T SKIP FORGIVENESS

you take a step of faith—as “impossible” as it might seem.

'This man obeyed Jesus’ command and walked away from his
paralysis. And I love how this impacted the onlookers that day.
Totally amazed, they glorified God and said, “We have never seen
anything like this” (v. 12).

No matter how difficult your circumstances may seem today.
You can experience a turnaround through the favor of God. So
make sure you aren’t allowing your past control your fiture. The
Lord wants to do things in your life that you've never seen before!
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ENOUGH’

Prosperity is one of the characteristics of living in God’s favor.
It’s heartbreaking that so many Believers are living the land of
“Never Enough” or “Barely Enough,” when the Lord wants to
move His children into the land of “MORE Than Enough.”

This powerful principle is found throughout the Bible, but
I want to focus now on an amazing promise from God in

Malachi 3:8-12:

“Will a man rob God? Yet you have robbed Me! But you say,
In what way have we robbed You?’ In tithes and offerings.
You are cursed with a curse, for you have robbed Me, even
this whole nation. Bring all the tithes into the storehouse,
that there may be food in My house, and try Me now in this,”
says the LORD of hosts, “If I will not open for you the win-
dows of heaven and pour out for you such blessing that there
will not be room enough to receive it. And I will rebuke the
devourer for your sakes, so that he will not destroy the fruit
of your ground, nor shall the vine fail to bear fruit for you in
the field,” says the LORD of hosts; “‘and all nations will call
you blessed, for you will be a delightful land.”

God’s message here is packed with meaning that can change
your life. First, He tells His people they’ve forfeited His blessings
because of their failure to bring Him their tithes and offerings.
This was no small matter, because God warns that they were
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THE LAND OF ‘MORE THAN ENOUGH’

“Cursed with a curse” due to their unfaithfulness in this area.

But then the Lord shares an awesome picture of the abun-
dant prosperity we can have when we are faithful and generous in
our giving. In fact, He invites us to TEST Him in this promise!

For those who faithfully bring their tithes and special ofter-
ings into God’s Kingdom storehouse, He promises to literally
open ‘the windows of heaven” to pour out His abundant blessings.
Instead of giving us just barely enough to meet our needs, the
Lord says He will pour out “such blessing that there will not be room
enough to receive it.”

In other words, God wants to give us blessings that overflow,
with more than enough for our needs. As we’re promised in
Genesis 12:2, we'll not only be blessed in our own lives, but God
will also give us enough to become a blessing to others.

This passage in Malachi 3 also says God will ‘rebuke the
devourer” for our sakes. Do you see how significant this is? John
10:10 tells us that the devil is a thief who comes to steal, kill, and

destroy God’s blessings in our lives.

COhen you're John 10:10 also says Jesus wants to
faithful in your give us an abundant life, so we need
stewardship and to find out how we can overcome the

walk in a covenant “thief” along the way.
relationship with . .
Him, the Lot God provides the answer in
; ) Malachi 3. When we'’re faithful in our
oL(Lms’elﬁ will

stewardship and walk in a covenant
relationship with Him, #he Lord
Himselfwill rebuke the enemy

and keep him from devouring our

rebuke the enemy

and keep him from
devoutring your

blessings!
blessings! Isn’t that good news?
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THE LAND OF ‘MORE THAN ENOUGH’

Notice that Malachi 3:11 describes ‘the fruit of your ground”
as part of God’s favor toward those who obey Him in tithes and
special offerings. In other words, He is promising an abundant
harvest—Dbut this promise only is relevant for those who have

first been faithful to sow SEEDS into His Kingdom!

I pray today that you are ready to leave the land of Never
Enough or the land of Barely Enough. When you put these prin-
ciples of God’s Word into action, He will give you overflowing
abundance in the land of More Than Enough!
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No one who has ever lived has experienced the kind of
supernatural favor God gave Adam and Eve in the Garden of
Eden. We can only imagine what it must have been like: a perfect
climate and pristine environment, abundant food, no poverty or
lack, harmony with the animals, no sickness or death, and the
absence of strife with one another.

But all that changed when Adam and Eve sinned in Gen-
esis 3. Because of the Lord’s incredible favor in their lives, they
already “had it all.” But the devil used the serpent to seduce them
into doubting God’s love for them. He implied that God was
trying to withhold something good from them by commanding
them not to eat the forbidden fruit. All the while, God had given

them this commandment for their own good.

Disobedience changed everything for Adam and Eve. Their
Heavenly Father had created them for abundance and blessings,
but now they were experiencing fear, frustration, and curses
instead.

It was a traumatic turn of events, to say the least. But God
explained to Adam how his sin had caused divine favor to be
squandered:

To Adam He said, “Because you have heeded the voice of your
wife, and have eaten from the tree of which I commanded
you, saying, You shall not eat of it’:

74 THE FAVOR FACTOR



SQUANDERED FAVOR

“Cursed is the ground for your sake;
In toil you shall eat of it
All the days of your life.

“‘Both thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you,
And you shall eat the herb of the field.

“In the sweat of your face you shall eat bread
Till you return to the ground,

For out of it you were taken;

For dust you are,

And to dust you shall return” (vs. 17-19).

What a tragic outcome! Instead of being blessed, the ground
was cursed. Instead of crops in abundance, thorns and thistles
would spring up. Instead of automatically enjoying God’s provi-
sion, Adam would only make ends meet by his sweat and hard
work. And instead of living forever, death became part of the
human experience.

However, we learn in the New

Testament that God has reversed the ‘Disobedience
curse (Galatians 3:13-14). Through changed
Christ’s work on the Cross, the everything o
squandered favor has been restored Adam and Sve.

to humankind when we repent of our
sins and turn to Him in faith.

You don't have to listen to the devil’s lies anymore, my friend.
God LOVES you, and He wants to restore you to all the favor
Adam lost. Make a fresh commitment today to trust the Lord
and obey His instructions. Every curse will be broken, and you
can regain everything the enemy has stolen from you!
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Isaiah 58 is an intriguing chapter about some steps Believ-
ers can take to unleash more of God’s favor in their lives. It was
written at a time when God’s people needed to acknowledge
their sins and return to Him with repentance, prayer, and fasting.
Yet the Lord was pointing out that even when they went through
the motions of prayer and fasting, they sometimes missed the
point—and also missed out on the incredible blessings available.

“Is this not the fast that I have chosen,” God asks in verse 6, “T0
loose the bonds of wickedness, to undo the heavy burdens, to let the op-
pressed go free, and that you break every yoke?” 'There are two parts
of the Lord’s message here: First, He was challenging His people
to release their servants from heavy burdens and oppression.

But the second message here is that He wants to release us from
OUR burdens when we humble ourselves and obey Him.

'The chapter describes God’s amazing favor being released
when we care for the poor and share our bread with the hungry:
“Then your light shall break forth like the morning, your healing shall
spring forth speedily, and your righteousness shall go before you; the
glory of the LORD shall be your rear guard” (vs. 7-8).

God also promises us a new level of answered prayer and
spiritual impact: “Zhen you shall call, and the LORD will answer;
you shall cry, and He will say, ‘Here I am'’... Then your light shall
dawn in the darkness, and your darkness shall be as the noonday” (v.9).
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WHEN FAVOR BREAKS THROUGH

'This favor will also result in a new dimension of God’s guid-
ance, provision, and strength: “The LORD will guide you contin-
ually, and satisfy your soul in drought, and strengthen your bones;
you shall be like a watered garden, and like a spring of water, whose
waters do not fail” (v. 11).

'The chapter ends with God’s
promise when we delight ourselves
in Him: T will cause you to ride on
the high hills of the earth, and feed you
with the heritage of Jacob your father”
(v. 14). You see, my friend, when you
delight in Him, He will lift you up.
His light...His glory...His favor...
and His healing power will spring forth in greater magnitude
than you've ever experienced before.

Chis gavor will
zesult in a new
dimension of
God’s suidance,
provigion, and

strength.

I encourage you to read Isaiah 58 for yourself, from start to
finish. Pay special attention to God’s principles and His promises.
'The chapter paints a beautiful picture of what a life of favor looks
like. This is the amazing, supernatural life God wants to give

YOU, my friend.
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I love the story in 1 Kings 17:8-16 where God provided for a
widow and her son in a most unusual way. The story begins when
the prophet Elijah was sent by God to the town of Zarephath.
There was a terrible drought and famine in the land, and God
told Elijah he would meet a widow there who would provide for
his needs.

When Elijah received this word from God, he must have
thought, “This is wonderful. The Lord is sending me to a rich
widow who has plenty of food and resources to provide for me.”
However, when he found the widow, she and her son were one
meal away from starving to death! She was in a season of life that
seemed totally hopeless. Perhaps you can relate.

When Elijah asked this impoverished widow for a piece of
bread, she replied:

As the LORD your God lives, I have no bread, only a hand-

Sful of flour in the bowl and a little oil in the jar; and behold,

1 am gathering a few sticks that I may go in and prepare for

me and my son, that we may eat it and die (v.12).

At this point, Elijah might have thought, “Wow. Maybe this
isn't the correct widow! I surely can't ask her for anything, when
she and her son are destitute.”

But instead of backing down from his request, the prophet
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of God told the woman: “Do not fear; go, do as you have said, but
make me a little bread cake from it first and bring it out to me, and
afterward you may make one for yourself and for your son. For thus
says the LORD God of Israel, “The bow! of flour shall not be exhaust-
ed, nor shall the jar of 0il be empty, until the day that the LORD
sends rain on the face of the earth” (vs. 13-14).

'The widow must have wondered if Elijah was crazy. Howev-
er, since she was going to die anyway unless God did a miracle,
her desperation overcame any skepticism. We read in verses 15

and 16:

So she went and did according to the word of Elijah, and
she and he and her household ate for many days. The bow!
of flour was not exhausted nor did the jar of 0il become
empty, according to the word of the LORD which He
spoke through Elijah.

What a great example of someone who sowed a seed during
a time of incredible lack! As a result, the widow miraculously
received an incredible release of prosperity and blessing from the
Lord. She and her son “aze for many days” on that handful of flour
and small amount of oil! As this faithful woman obeyed the word
trom God’s prophet, she and her household received a harvest of
supernatural abundance.

Friend, I don't know your circumstances today. But God
does. He also knows the seed in your hand, and the abundant
harvest He wants to give you.

As you trust the Lord with your possessions and take a step
of faith, this could be the day that things begin to turn around
tor you. God’s favor is closer than you think!
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Sometimes people are simply too proud to recognize their
need for God’s forgiveness and favor. It’s hard to believe that
some people don't feel any need for God to forgive them, but it’s
more common than you think. Jesus told a story about this in

Luke 18:9-14:

Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and
the other a tax collector. The Pharisee stood and prayed thus
with himself, “God, I thank You that I am not like other
men—extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this tax
collector. I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that I possess.”

And the tax collector, standing afar off, would not so much
as raise his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, “God,
be merciful to me a sinner!” I tell you, this man went down
to his house justified rather than the other; for everyone who
exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself
will be exalted.

'This story provides quite a contrast in how people see their
need for God’s forgiveness. The Pharisee was a respected religious
leader who saw no need for God to forgive him. He compared
himself to other people and concluded that he was already more
righteous than they were.

Friend, this approach never works. You can't receive God’s
favor by comparing yourself to others and feeling like you are
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more worthy than they are.

'The tax collector, in contrast, accurately recognized his need
tor God’s mercy and forgiveness. He readily acknowledged that
he was a sinner in need of a Savior. And Jesus ends the story by
saying this man is the one who was right with God, positioned to
receive the Lord’s mercy, grace, and favor.

And I don’t want you to miss this

final line: “Everyone who exalts himself Jesus promises
will be humbled, and he who humbles that if you aze
himself will be exalted.” You see, it willing to humble
takes Ahumility to admit our need for yourself, CGod
God’s forgiveness. But Jesus promises will surely exalt
here that if we are willing to humble you and lift
ourselves, God will surely exalt us and you up!

lift us up!

Friend, my prayer is that you are already walking in God’s
tavor and experiencing the abundant life Jesus promised. But if
youre not, I encourage you to take time today to come into God’s
presence and ask Him to show you the condition of your heart.

Are there still sins you need to confess? Do you still need to
be forgiven and cleansed? Or have you been living with unneces-
sary guilt or condemnation, even after the Lord has forgiven you?

I'm convinced God is ready to pour His supernatural favor
into your life. Are you ready to humble yourself and admit how
much you need His grace and favor?
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ANDERING

Because of their disobedience to God, Adam and Eve
not only forfeited God’s favor in their own lives, but they also
impacted humankind for the rest of history. We see these tragic
consequences in the lives of their children, Cain and Abel.

Each of these two young men brought offerings to the Lord,
but their offerings were quite different: “Cain brought some of the
[fruits of the soil as an offering to the LORD. And Abel also brought
an offering—fat portions from some of the firsthorn of his flock”
(Genesis 4:3-4 NIV).

On the surface, both of these offerings probably seemed
sincere enough. Yet God was pleased with one, and rejected the
other: “The LORD looked with favor on Abel and his offering, but on
Cain and his offering he did not look with favor” (v.5).

What was there about Abel’s offering that unleashed God’s
favor? And why did the Lord reject the offering brought by
Cain?

'The answer is found in this principle woven throughout the
Scriptures: “Without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness”
(Hebrews 9:22 NIV). This is first seen in Genesis 3:6-21. After
Adam and Eve sinned, they attempted to cover themselves by
sewing fig leaves together, an approach later reflected by Cain’s
offering of his crops. In contrast, God made ‘garments of skin” for
Adam and Eve—an act that required an animal sacrifice and the
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RESTLESS WANDERING

shedding of blood. This was reflected in Abel’s blood sacrifice,
and ultimately by Jesus’ death for us on the Cross.

When Cain saw he didn’t have the favor of the Lord, he
could have repented and sought God’s forgiveness. But instead,
he just became stubborn, angry, and depressed: “So Cain was
very angry, and his face was downcast” (Genesis 4:5). Even after
this initial response, God gave him an opportunity to ‘do what is
right” (v. 6), but Cain refused.

Without God’s forgiveness or favor, Cain’s life spiraled out of
control. He killed his brother, an act that caused him to reap even
more of a curse than he had inherited from his parents. He ended
up becoming “a restless wanderer on the earth” (v.12).

Friend, God doesn’t want you or
me to be restless wanderers. He wants

us to come to Him in faith, based on Instead of

the shed blood of His Son Jesus. As aimless wandeting,
we come to Him on the basis of that you can fulfill
perfect sacrifice, we can be confident God’s purpose

of His favor. We can let go of our for your life.

stubbornness, anger, and depression.
And instead of aimless wandering, we
can fulfill God’s purpose for our life.

It’s not too late for your turnaround! Why not take a step of
faith and get started today?
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IVE
CIRCUMSTANCES

Every one of us has faced negative circumstances at one time
or another in our lives. Perhaps you are in the midst of negative
situations right now.

Sometimes we encounter adverse circumstances because of
bad decisions we’ve made in the past. Most of us have suftered in
our health, finances, emotions, or relationships because of foolish
choices that grieved the heart of God.

However, at other times, we face bewildering circumstances
through no fault of our own. These are just the storms and winter
seasons that are a part of life. Jesus taught that our loving Heaven-
ly Father “sends rain on the just and on the unjust” (Matthew 5:45).
In other words, some trials and tribulations are simply a part of
the human condition, regardless of whether we are walking in
God’s favor or not.

However, the Bible

VYour plague may not be illustrates that faith and
the same kind David obedience often can reverse
faced in 1 Chronicles 21, the negative circumstances
but pethaps it's a broken that have undercut God’s
relationship, an illness, favor in your life. First
a problem with your Chronicles 21 tells the story

childzen, an addiction, of King David’s sin in doing
ot a financial setback. a census to determine the
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REVERSING NEGATIVE CIRCUMSTANCES

strength of his troops—even after he was warned that this would

grieve the Lord.

God was angry at this and gave David the choice of three
different consequences for his transgression. Each of these
proposed judgments from God were severe, and David chose
the option of three days of plague upon the nation. This plague
was so harsh that in a short time 70,000 people died. But as the
angel of the Lord was about to destroy the city of Jerusalem, the
calamity was suddenly averted.

How was the severe tide of divine
) Ase you take bold
judgment turned? What can we learn .
o ‘ ' steps of faith
from David’s example in seeking .
and obedience,
God’s mercy and finding the favor of the Lord will

in?
the Lord once again: e

God’s angel tells David in verse and blessings in
18 to “build an altar to the LORD your life.
on the threshing floor of Ornan the
Jebusite.” David obeys this word of
instruction, and in verse 22 he says to Ornan, the owner of the
threshing floor: “Give me the site of this threshing floor, that I may
build on it an altar to the LORD; for the full price you shall give it to
me, that the plague may be restrained from the people.”

Although Ornan tells David he can have the land for free,
the king refuses this generous offer. David’s response may seem
surprising to you, but look at his explanation in verse 24: “No, but
I will surely buy it for the full price; for I will not take what is yours
for the LORD, or offer a burnt offering which costs me nothing.”

David’s example should be a great lesson for us today. He re-
fused to give an offering to the Lord that cost him nothing! True
worship always will cost us something! Our offerings are seeds,
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and unless they’re precious to us, they won't be precious to God
either. He will never be pleased with our leftovers.

As David gave his sacrificial offering to the Lord, the plague
suddenly stopped! We read in verse 27: “Ihe LORD commanded
the angel, and he put his sword back in its sheath.”

Perhaps you're facing a “plague” of negative circumstances
today. Your plague may not be the same kind David faced in 1
Chronicles 21, but perhaps it’s a broken relationship, an illness, a
problem with your children, an addiction, or a financial setback.

If you are under some kind of attack like this today, I en-
courage you to follow David’s example and place your sacrificial
offering on God’s altar. As you take bold steps of faith and obedi-
ence, I'm convinced the Lord will restore His favor and blessings
in your life.
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We all go through painful experiences of one kind or an-
other, and how we handle life’s adversities will have a lot to do in
determining our character and our destiny. The intriguing story
of Jabez reveals how our pain can be transformed as we lay hold
of God’s promises:

Jabez was more honorable than his brothers; and his mother called
his name Jabez, saying, “Because I bore him in pain.” Jabez called
upon the God of Israel, saying, “Oh that you would bless me and en-
large my border, and that your hand might be with me, and that you
would keep me from harm so that it might not bring me pain!” And
God granted what he asked (1 Chronicles 4:9-10 ESV).

Too often, people assume that their upbringing inevitably
determines their destiny. But Jabez knew otherwise. Right from
the beginning, we see that he stood out from the crowd, and he
was ‘more honorable” even than his own brothers.

However, as we read about Jabez’ life, we realize his life got
off to a rough start. It seemed like the cards were stacked against
him. His birth was so painful that “bis mother called his name
Jabez"—derived from the Hebrew word for pain.

Perhaps you can relate to Jabez’ story at this point. Your
parents probably didn’t name you “a Pain”—at least not formally!
But let’s be honest: Sometimes parents, siblings, peers, pastors,
or employers send us negative messages about our identity...who
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FROM PAIN TO PROMISE

we are. Or maybe there was a bully in your neighborhood who
said you were too skinny...too fat...too ugly...too short...or too
stupid.

There’s an old saying that is totally false. 'm sure you've
heard it: “Sticks and stones can break my bones, but words can
never hurt me.” That truth is just the opposite: We can recover
from sticks and stones and even bro-
ken bones—but people’s words often

d'dg' “g;a’;_?og cause us a lifetime of hurt.
lg ;;z’ ‘;Lze Z: o That’s how Jabez’ story begins:
planned a happy with pain...with rejection from the
ending fot very people who should have shown
VYo him the most love and acceptance.

But the good news is that Jabez
wasn't content to wallow in his situ-
ation. He rejected the labels put on
him by his detractors, choosing instead to seek God for a new
identity...a new purpose...and a new destiny.

How did your story begin in its early chapters? Perhaps you
had a wonderful, loving family that cared for you and nurtured
you all along the way. But I meet so many people today who have
had an experience more like Jabez.

So what did Jabez db to break free from the negative labels
that threatened to bind him to a life of failure or mediocrity? The
text says, Jabez called upon the God of Israel.” If you are going to
break free from people’s opinions about you, you must cry out for
HIGHER opinion—the opinion of Almighty God. In the end,
it’s really just HIS opinion that matters, isn’t it> When you stand
before Him in eternity, the bullies and naysayers won't be there
to tear you down. The only thing that will matter will be hear
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His beautiful words of affirmation, “Well done, good and faithful
servant” (Matthew 25:21).

We're specifically told that he called upon “the God of Israel.”
'This doesn’t just mean he was calling upon the God of the nation
of Israel. No, Jabez was calling upon the God of JACOB—the
patriarch whose name was changed by God to ISRAEL.

Do you see why this is significant? Jacob had a pretty dys-
functional childhood, and his own brother seemed intent on
killing him. And just like Jabez, Jacob had been given a rather
negative name—Jacob, the “supplanter” or “usurper.” And up
until the point when Jacob’s name was changed, he had lived up
to his negative name, becoming an opportunistic scoundrel and
deceiver.

But after Jacob wrestled all night with God in Genesis
32:22-29, the Lord changed his name to Israel, which meant
“Triumphant with God” or “Prince with God.”

You see, Jabez knew the story of Jacob well. He saw how
God had transformed Jacob from being a PAIN to being a
PRINCE. And Jabez called on the “God of Israel ( Jacob)” to do

the same for him.

Perhaps you need a name change today...a new identity.
God can take your PAIN and make you a PRINCE or PRIN-
CESS. He can take your FAILURES and give you a glorious
FUTURE. But you have a role to play. You must cry out to Him,
like Jabez did. You may even need to wrestle with Him, as Jacob
did. But don’t let go until you have a new name...a fresh start...
a new beginning.

And I want you to notice that Jabez asked God to give him
several specific things. This is an important lesson for us, because
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sometimes our prayers and our plans are too vague and unde-
fined. I encourage you today to be specific about what you are ask-
ing God for. Specific prayer requests will bring specific answers!

Jabez first requested of the Lord, “Oh that you would bless me.”
God wants to bless YOU, my friend! So go ahead, like Jabez, and
ASK Him to bless you.

'The second thing Jabez asked is that God would ‘en/arge his
border.” In the same way, God wants to enlarge you today. He
wants to give you bigger dreams...higher vision...more auda-
cious plans.

But think of how incredible this prayer request must have
been for Jabez, the man who was labeled a pain and a loser. He
could have curled up in a ball and wallowed in his victim-hood,
but instead he did just the opposite. He called on God to enlarge

his territory and give him greater responsibilities and impact.

So what about YOU? Is there some area of your life that
you need God to enlarge? Your career...your finances...your
health...your relationships...your ministry...your vision? Today
can be your first step in asking God for an INCREASE that will

change your entire trajectory in life.

Jabez’ next request was that “God’s hand”would be upon his
life. This expressed Jabez’ recognition that he needed GOD’S
FAVOR in order to accomplish his life’s PURPOSE. This is so
important for you to see: In order to escape from any painful
experiences that would hold you back from your destiny, you need

God's favor.

Jabez’ final request was that God would keep him from
harm—from the things that would cause pain, either to himself
or the people around him. Jabez was a man of great faith, but he
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also was a realist. He understood that he had received a legacy of
pain and dysfunction, and the natural thing would be to continue
that legacy in his own life. It’s no secret that people in pain tend
to cause pain to others. People who have been abused often be-
come abusers. Children of alcoholics and addicts too often follow
in their parents’ footsteps.

But Jabez knew the negative patterns must STOP! He had
been called a pain, but that’s not how he wanted to treat others.

This passage about Jabez ends with a beautiful conclusion:
And God granted what he asked.”1 love happy endings, don't you?
Just as God did in the life of Jabez, He has planned a happy
ending for YOU!
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INEXCUSABLE

In order to fully walk in the supernatural favor of God, it’s nec-
essary both to receive His forgiveness and to extend it others. For-
giveness is not optional if you want to experience God’s abundant
blessings. The Bible is clear: God commands us to forgive those who
have wronged us, and this is a vital key to unlocking His blessings
and favor in our lives.

Author C.S. Lewis once said, “To be a Christian means to
forgive the inexcusable, because God has forgiven the inexcusable
in you.” And G.K. Chesterton wrote, “To love means loving the
unlovable. To forgive means pardoning the unpardonable.”

'This is far from easy. In fact, it often seems humanly impossible.
You see, we need God's help if we are going to forgive other people as
He has forgiven us.

When Jesus taught His disciples to pray in Matthew 6:9-13,
He included many important insights. We are to approach God as
our loving Heavenly Father, not as a stern Judge who is unconcerned
about our needs. We are told to pray for His Kingdom to come and
His will to be done, on earth as it is in Heaven. Jesus also instructed
us to pray for God to provide our ‘daily bread.”

But then He focused squarely on the issue of forgiveness. Verse
12 says, “Forgive us our sins, as we have forgiven those who sin against
us.” Do you see how important this is? We need to receive God’s for-
giveness, and we also need to forgive anyone who has wronged us.
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'The Lord’s Prayer in Matthew 6 is a beautiful picture of
living in God’s favor and abundance. However, don't miss the
crucial ingredient of forgiveness. If you're not experiencing God’s
forgiveness, you won't experience His favor either. And His favor
will also be blocked if you refuse to forgive others.

In addition, Jesus linked the
forgiveness issue to answered prayer.
He said in Mark 11:24-25, “Whatever exp Mf’”‘d"f
you ask for in prayer, believe that you God’s forgiveness,
have received it, and it will be yours.

.,)ﬁ l{OM”le not

you woh’t
experience His

And when you stand praying, if you
hold anything against anyone, forgive
them, so that your Father in heaven
may forgive you your sins.”

favor either.

Friend, your Heavenly Father loves you. He wants to meet
your needs and answer your prayers. But first you need to
make sure you have received His forgiveness and been willing
to forgive anyone who has wronged you. When you do these
two things, get ready for an outbreak of supernatural favor in
your life!
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It’s impossible to fully unlock God’s favor in your life with-
out understanding and applying the incredible principle of
seedtime and harvest. This powerful law goes clear back to the
beginning of time, and Genesis 8:22 promises that it will stay in
effect as long as the earth remains.

'The Bible teaches that our Heavenly Father wants us to have
an abundant harvest of His blessings—so much so that He even
provides us with the seeds! The apostle Paul writes about this in
2 Corinthians 9:10-11:

He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will
supply and multiply your seed for sowing and increase

the harvest of your righteousness; you will be enriched in
everything for all liberality, which through us is producing
thanksgiving fo God (2 Corinthians 9:10-11 NASB).

Notice that this passage doesn't say God provides seeds to
everyone—it says He supplies those who are sowers. This means
the best way to experience God’s financial favor is to set your
heart on sowing financial seeds into His Kingdom. If you do, He
will first supply you seeds, and then He will provide you with a
harvest from the seeds you sow.

However, it’s very important to realize that the promise in
this scripture isn’t limited to finances. It says that faithful sowers
will be ‘enriched in EVERYTHING.” Isn’t that awesome?
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ENRICHED IN EVERYTHING

Whatever your need is today—whether financial pressures, a
broken relationship, an illness, an addiction, or problems on your
job — God will miraculously step into

your circumstances when you take a God takes the seed
step of faith and sow your seed! you've released
Remember: When you sow a seed prom your hand
into God’s Kingdom, it doesn't leave and then gives you
your life. God takes the seed you've wondetful harvests
released from YOUR hand and then from His hand.
gives you wonderful harvests from
HIS hand.

Jesus makes an incredible promise about this principle in
Luke 6:38, “Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure,
pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into
your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured fo you.”

'This is wonderful news, isn't it? Not only does the Lord
promise that you will personally receive a harvest from what you
give, but also He says it will overflow and run over—blessing
others as well.

Through the law of seedtime and harvest, you can have a life
of overflowing abundance, my friend. You will be enriched not
just financially, but “in everything.”
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Genesis 6 describes a bleak situation on planet Earth. This

was quite a contrast to God’s original creation, when He saw all

that He had made, “and it was very good” (Genesis 1:31).

Humankind had become so corrupt that God made a radical
decision:

The LORD saw how great the wickedness of the human

race had become on the earth, and that every inclination of
the thoughts of the human heart was only evil all the time.
The LORD regretted that he had made human beings on the
earth, and his heart was deeply troubled. So the LORD said,
T will wipe from the face of the earth the human race I have
created—and with them the animals, the birds and the crea-

tures that move along the ground—for I regret that I have
made them” (Genesis 6:5-7 NIV).

It’s hard to imagine more dreadful circumstances, and God
wasn't going to put up with this pervasive wickedness any lon-
ger. Humankind seemed on the brink of forfeiting God’s favor
forever.

However, verse 8 reveals God’s plan to turn things around:
“‘But Noah found favor in the eyes of the LORD.” When all hope
for humanity seemed lost, God spotted a solitary man He could
show His grace and favor to.
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FINDING FAVOR IN GOD’S EYES

Why did the Lord choose Noah out of all the other people
on the earth? Even though we don’t know all the reasons, we're
given some important clues: “Noah was a righteous man, blameless
among the people of his time, and he walked faithfully with God”
(v.9).

Just as the Bible predicted long COhen all hope
ago, we're living today in an evil age fot humanity
not much different than “#he days of seemed lost,
Noah” (Luke 17:26). So the ques- God spotted a
tion is this: Will we walk faithfully solitaty man
with God as Noah did? Will we be He could show
righteous and blameless, standing His grace
out among the other people in our and gavor to.
society?

It has never been more urgent for God’s people to walk
closely with Him and find favor in His eyes. As the Bible de-
scribed, we live in a time when ‘darkness covers the earth and thick
darkness the peoples” (Isaiah 60:1-2 NIV). Our mandate from God
is clear: Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the
LORD rises upon you... his glory appears over you.”

As the world gets darker, the light of God’s people must
shine brighter. As evil abounds, the Lord’s grace and favor must
abound even more (Romans 5:20).

Things may look dark and hopeless all around you today,
but don’t despair. It’s time for you to arise and shine! Like Noah,
you can find favor in the eyes of the Lord—and that will change
everything.
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TO FAVOR

Have you ever had a frustrating day, when nothing seemed to
go right? Perhaps you worked hard on some project or relation-
ship, but the results were dismal nevertheless.

Some of Jesus’ first disciples were fishermen, and they expe-
rienced this kind of frustration when they “worked hard all night”
without catching any fish (Luke 5:5 NIV'). Maybe you're facing a
similar situation today. You've tried hard and done your best, but
you've come up empty.

Fortunately, Jesus didn’t leave these fishermen to wallow
in defeat and frustration. He had a plan to give them a break-

through, just as He has a wonderful plan to turn things around
for YOU today.

Jesus gave these men a clear word of instruction: “Put out into
deep water, and let down your nets for a catch” (v. 4). They were re-
sistant at first, not seeing how it would do much good to change
the position of their nets at this point. But then Peter answered,
“Because you say so, I will let down the nets” (v.5).

If you've been dealing with a frustrating situation, pause for a
tew moments and ask yourself: Has Jesus given you any instruc-
tions for how to receive your breakthrough? This may seem small
or inconsequential, but it’s the key you need for unleashing God’s
favor in your life.

98 THE FAVOR FACTOR



FROM FRUSTRATION TO FAVOR

If you haven't heard His instructions yet, make sure you are
quieting your heart and listening for His voice. Also make sure
you are fully surrendered to Him, willing to obey His instruc-
tions when they come.

Despite their skepticism, Peter and the other fishermen
chose to obey Jesus and follow His advice. The turnaround was
immediate: “They caught such a large number of fish that their nets
began to break” (v. 6).

Wow. After catching nothing the previous night, a stunning
breakthrough came when they obeyed Jesus’instructions.

Friend, I'm convinced today your
breakthrough may be much closer
than you think. No matter how frus-
trating your past struggles may have
been, a new day is here as you follow

No matter how
frustrating your
past stuuggles

may have been, a
. . «
Jesus’instructions and ‘ez down your

new day is here as
»
nets for a catch.

you follow Jesus’
Remember: God is ‘@ble to do instructions.

immeasurably more than all we ask or

imagine, according to his power that is

at work within us” (Ephesians 3:20 NIV). He will replace your

frustration with FAVOR!
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Perhaps you've sung worship songs or heard preachers that
refer to God as Jehovah-Jireh, which means “the Lord will
provide.” This is a beautiful description of an important aspect of
the Lord’s favor, but it came about in a very unusual story told in

Genesis 22.

Isaac, Abraham and Sarah’s long-awaited child of promise,
had finally arrived. I'm sure they were overjoyed by this mi-
raculous birth when their bodies seemed well past the age of
child-bearing.

Then horror came, as God told Abraham, “Take now your son,
your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and

offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I
shall tell you” (Genesis 22:2).

This was the ultimate test, for Abraham loved Isaac more
than life itself. Yet he was committed to a life of obedience, and
he trusted God to bless that obedience. Although Abraham must
have wondered why the Lord would demand such a thing, we're
told in Hebrews 11:17: “By faith Abraham, when he was tested,
offered up Isaac.”

Although today we can read the story of Abraham’s willing-
ness to sacrifice Isaac and see it had a happy ending, Abraham
didn’t have that benefit. He just knew what God was asking him
to do—and he obeyed without question or protest. He could
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ENCOUNTERING JEHOVAH-JIREH

have argued...hesitated...or tried to bargain with God. But
he didn't.

However, puzzled about God’s plan, his heart must have
been heavy as he set out on the three-day journey to Mount
Moriah. Yet there are signs that God already had convinced
Abraham that Isaac would either be spared or would be raised
from the dead, if necessary (Hebrews 11:19). That’s why
Abraham could assure his son, “God himself will provide the
lamb for the burnt offering” (Genesis 22:8 NIV).

After Abraham showed his willingness to put Isaac on the
altar, the Lord told him:

Because you have done this and have not withheld your
son, your only son, I will surely bless you and make your
descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as the
sand on the seashore. Your descendants will take possession
of the cities of their enemies, and through your offspring all
nations on earth will be blessed, because you have obeyed me

(Genesis 22:16-18 NIV).

What a stunning lesson on the blessings of obedience.
Although God doesn't always let us know ahead of time HOW
He will bless our obedience, we can be confident that He WILL

bless us with his supernatural favor in some way.

When Abraham obeyed God by putting Isaac on the altar,
he probably had no clue on Aow God would provide. Would the
Lord grant a last-minute stay of execution? Would He raise Isaac
from the dead? Abraham only knew he could trust the Lord to
provide in His own way. Hebrews 11:8 simply observes: “By faith
Abraham obeyed.”

Abraham’s breakthrough of favor came just as he raised
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ENCOUNTERING JEHOVAH-JIREH

his knife to plunge it into Isaac’s heart. The angel of the Lord
stopped him at the very last moment and said: “Do not lay your
hand on the lad, or do anything to him; for now I know that you fear
God, since you have not withheld your son, your only son, from Me”
(Genesis 22:12).

As his knife was raised to sacrifice his son, Abraham heard
something rustling in a bush near the altar. He looked around
and there, held fast, was a ram caught
Althoush God by its horns. With unparalleled grati-

doesn’t always let tude, Abraham untied his son, bound

ws know ahead the ram, and laid it on the altar as a
of time how He sacrifice to his faithful Jehovah-Jireh,
will bless our the Lord his Provider.
obedience, we can be Genesis 22:14 is the first time
confident that He in the Scriptures that God revealed
will bless us with Himself as Jehovah-Jireh. Of course,
his supernatunal He has a/ways been a faithful
favor in some way. Provider to His people, but Abraham

didn't fully recognize this aspect of
the Lord’s nature until that critical moment on Mount Moriah.
As Abraham displayed his willingness to give God his best, God
revealed Himself as the covenant partner who would provide HIS
best for Abraham.

What is the Lord requiring from you today? Will you put
it on the altar and allow Him to show Himself as Jehovah-Jireh,
your faithful Provider? As you obey the Lord and are generous
with Him, He will be even more generous with you!
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INCREASED
FRUITFULNESS

Has God ever removed something from your life? Perhaps
you lost a valuable material possession or some relationship was
snatched from your life. Or maybe He instructed you to trim some
hobbies or entertainment from your schedule.

Such experiences are often bewildering. It’s not always easy
to discern whether God is cutting things away from our life, or
whether these are things stolen by the enemy (John 10:10). And
if it’s truly the Lord who has removed certain things from us, does
that automatically mean He’s angry with us or that we've lost His
favor?

Jesus explains in John 15:1-5 that this may well be part of
God’s pruning process in our lives. Rather than being done as a
matter of anger or judgment on His part, it may actually be part of
His plan to show us more favor and fruitfulness than ever before:

I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser. Every
branch in Me that does not bear fruit He takes away; and
every branch that bears fruit He prunes, that it may bear
more fruit... Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch can-
not bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can
you, unless you abide in Me.

1 am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me,
and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do
nothing.
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PRUNED FOR INCREASED FRUITFULNESS

Because of His great love for you, your Heavenly Father will
prune things from your life from time to time. Yes, this process
may be painful at the moment, but you need to understand that
His LOVE is what motivates the pruning. He wants you to “bear
MORE fruit” and become a person who “bears MUCH fruit.”

You see, when you submit fully

He's getting you to the Master Gardener, it’s all going
ready for greater to work out for your good in the end.
pruitpulness You'll come to see that the things He
than you've ever pruned away were unnecessary and
expetienced befote! unproductive, holding you back from
the life of abundant favor He intends
for you.

Verse 5 ends with a crucial point about walking in the
supernatural favor of God: “Without Me you can do nothing.” This
means you'll never experience God’s favor through striving and
struggling in your own strength. Instead, you must come to un-
derstand that your fruitfulness comes from “Christ in you, the hope
of glory” (Colossians 1:27).

'The Bible challenges us to understand the two important
sides of this issue: Apart from Christ, we can accomplish nothing
of lasting value. But we were never designed to live apart from
a vital union with Him. Because He is now living in us through
the Holy Spirit, we can boldly declare along with Paul: T can do
ALL things through Christ who strengthens me” (Philippians 4:13).

Take a moment right now to thank the Lord for pruning
away your dead branches and then living mightily in you through
His Spirit. He’s getting you ready for greater fruitfulness than
you've ever experienced before!
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Do you think your life will always be easy just because you
live in God’s favor? Then think again.

When the angel Gabriel was sent to a young girl named
Mary, her life got a lot harder—certainly not easier—after his
visit. Yet the angel assured her of God’s great favor in her life:
“Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you” (Luke
1:26-28 NIV).

Before Gabriel’s visit, Mary had a

pretty ordinary, conventional life for a

Zrust QOOL
and let Him
take care of
the “how”

guestions.

young Jewish girl. She was engaged to
be married to a man of integrity who
had his own carpenter shop. Life was
good, and she had wonderful pros-
pects for a happy future.

But everything was about to change. Not only was she going
to give birth to a son without having sexual relations, but her
baby would be called “the Son of the Most High” (v. 32). If you face
some complicated issues today, don’t despair. So did Mary, and
she was “highly favored.”

Instead of immediately recognizing the angel’s visit as a sign
of God’s favor, “Mary was greatly troubled” (v. 29). Gabriel sensed

her apprehension and again assured her that his mission was
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HIGHLY FAVORED?

one of favor and blessing: “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found
Jfavor with God” (v. 30).

But as the angelic message unfolded, Mary must have been
even more baffled. A baby without even having sexual relations?
A son who would be called “the Son of the Most High”? A child
who would one day reign over Israel with a never-ending king-
dom? Mary asked a very logical question in reply: “How will this
be?” (v. 34)

Perhaps God has made promises to you that seem incredible
too. You look at your circumstances and wonder how things will
ever change. If so, remember Mary. Trust God, and let Him take
care of the “HOW? questions. As Gabriel assured Mary, “No
word from God will ever fail” (v. 37).

Although Mary initially questioned how the angel’s message
could possibly occur, she ultimately chose to believe and obey:
T am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be

fulfilled” (v. 38).

Are you struggling to believe

TOhen you receive some promise the Lord has given
God’s favor you? Then remember Mary’s exam-
and believe His

ple. Humble yourself to become the

promises, He will Lord’s servant, then trust Him to

put anew song fulfill His promises—no matter how
in your mouth,

fantastic they may seem: “Blessed is she
just as He did

who has believed that the Lord would
por MNazy. Jfulfill his promises to her!” (v. 45)

When you receive God’s favor and believe His promises, He

will put a new song in your mouth, just as He did for Mary as
she saw God’s goodness in her life:
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HIGHLY FAVORED?

My soul glorifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my
Savior, for he has been mindful of the humble state of his

servant.

From now on all generations will call me blessed, for the
Mighty One has done great things for me—holy is his
name (vs. 46-49).

Take a few minutes to meditate on this beautiful testimony
of God’s favor. You may want to even write your own song of
praise. Magnify the Lord, focusing on Him instead of on your
problems. Rejoice in His goodness, and humble yourself in His
presence. Thank Him that you are BLESSED because of the
great things He has done for you.
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‘ WHEE'F: You
LOOK

God’s favor may be right in front of you, even though you
only see the unrelenting storms of life all around you. This phe-
nomenon is more common than you might think, and we see it
illustrated in the story of Peter walking on the water. The story
begins as Jesus is alone, praying on the mountainside. The disci-
ples have already set out in their boat toward the other side of the
lake, and things aren’t going well for them: “The boat was already
a considerable distance from land, buffeted by the waves because the
wind was against it” (Matthew 14:24 NIV)).

Perhaps you find yourself in a similar situation today, buf-
teted by the storms of life in your health, finances, emotions, or
relationships. If so, you need to see what happens next:

Shortly before dawn Jesus went out to them, walking on the
lake. When the disciples saw him walking on the lake, they
were terrified. “It’s a ghost,” they said, and cried out in fear.

But Jesus immediately said to them. “Take courage! It is I.
Don't be afraid” (vs. 25-27).

There’s an important principle here: Jesus came on the scene
amid their storm, and He was about to do a miracle and give
them a turnaround in their situation. However, they didn’t imme-
diately recognize Him. They thought it was a ghost!

In the same way, God is getting ready to intervene in YOUR
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BE CAREFUL WHERE YOU LOOK

difficult situation today. Don't be afraid! Trust Him to bless you
and give you His favor.

You probably know the rest of the

story. Jesus encourages Peter to come TOhen your

to Him, and Peter boldly steps out of eyes aze fixed
the boat, walking on the water. So far, on Him, you
so good! can be at est.

But then Peter made a terrible
mistake—one that all of us have
made at one time or another. Peter took His eyes oft the Lord
and looked at his circumstances instead:

When he saw the wind, he was afraid and, beginning to
sink, cried out, “Lord, save me!” Immediately Jesus reached
out his hand and caught him. “You of little faith,” he said,
“why did you doubt?” And when they climbed into the boat,
the wind died down (vs. 30-32).

What are you looking at today, my friend? The Bible
instructs us to fix our eyes on Jesus, ‘the Source of our faith”
(Hebrews 12:2 AMP). But too often, we get distracted by the
cares and circumstances of life. Like Peter, we momentarily sink
beneath the water until Jesus can rescue us and pull us up again.

Notice that “the wind died down.” You see, the storms of life
are only temporary. Jesus and His favor last forever, but your
difficult circumstances are destined to pass away. When your eyes
are fixed on Him, you can be at rest, no matter how hard the
winds swirl around you.
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THE FUTURE

When you think of the future, how do you feel? Concerned?
Fearful? Anxious? Or filled with excitement and hope—confi-
dent you are living in the favor of God?

It breaks my heart to see so many Christians wringing their
hands in fear over the world’s economy...or wars...or terrorism—
when God offers us keys to live in victory despite any outward
circumstance around us!

Instead of hanging our heads in despair or waiting for a bail-
out from the government, we can model the amazing testimony

of the faith-filled woman described in Proverbs 31:10-31:

Strength and dignity are her clothing, and she smiles at the
Sfuture (v.25).

Just as He did for this virtuous woman...

God wants to strengthen YOU,
so you can SMILE at your future!

When you have the Lord’s favor and make Him your dwell-
ing place amid life’s storms and shakings, you can rest confidently
in His provision, smiling instead of frezting! The Scriptures prom-
ise: A thousand may fall at your side, and ten thousand at your right
hand; but it shall not come near you” (Psalm 91:7).

'This means looking to God as your Hope and Source—not
to the resources or news headlines of the world.
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SMILING AT THE FUTURE

'This Proverbs 31 woman was confident in God’s provision
for her future, but that didn't mean she sat idly by, waiting for a
supernatural Harvest when she hadn’t planted anything! We're told
she had bought a field and ‘plants a vineyard” (Proverbs 31:16).
And as God had blessed her, she was determined to be a blessing
to others: “She extends her hand to the

poor, and she stretches out her hands to the TOhen you have
needy” (v. 20). the Lotd’s favor
and make Him

In the same way the Lord blessed
this woman in Proverbs 31, He prom-
ises to bless you when you reach out to
the least and the Lost (Proverbs 19:17). and shakings,
He will pay you back for every seed you can rest
you've sown—giving you an abundant

and overflowing harvest (Luke 6:38)!

your dwelling place
amid life’s storms

confidently in
His provision.
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The Cross and Resurrection of Jesus Christ were the most
significant events in the history of the world, testifying of a love
so great we cannot comprehend it: “God demonstrates His own
love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us”

(Romans 5:8).

'This amazing story of love also displayed God’s power to re-
deem us and give us miraculous turnarounds! Through the Cross
and Resurrection, God demonstrated His favor and offered us a

Great Exchange:

*  Our sin for His righteousness (2 Corinthians 5:21)
*  Our sickness for His health (1 Peter 2:24)

* Our poverty tor His abundance (John 10:10,
2 Corinthians 8:9)

* Our sentence of death tor His eternal /ife
(Romans 6:23)

'The resurrection power of Christ not only can impact your
eternal destiny, but it also can bring about amazing break-
throughs in your life today. Because Jesus has risen from the
dead, you too can “walk in newness of life” (Romans 6:4).

What needs do you have in your life today? The apostle Paul
describes a time when he and his team were “burdened excessively,
beyond our strength, so that we despaired even of life.” But his
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THE GREAT EXCHANGE

turnaround came when he realized that instead of trusting in
his own strength, he could rely upon “God who raises the dead”
(2 Corinthians 1:8-9). That same resurrection power is available
to you today:

The Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead
dwells in YOU (Romans 8:11).

Because of this resurrection power in your life, “He who is in
you is greater than he who is in the world” (1 John 4:4). The devil
no longer has the power to bully you! You can overcome him by
the power of the Holy Spirit and the mighty name of Jesus!

Satan has no right to steal your health, finances, peace of
mind, or standing with God. Nor does he have any right to your
children, grandchildren, and loved
ones. You can take dominion over the

enemy in Jesus’ name, and he must SQatan has o

flee from you (James 4:7). eight to steal your

Friend, because of the Great health, ginances,
Exchange won by Jesus for you, every peace of mind,
area of your life can be transformed. ot standing
What a joy to walk in God’s favor with God.

instead of His judgment!
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WAITING FOR
AN ANGEL

At the Pool of Bethesda “lay a great multitude of sick people,
blind, lame, paralyzed, waiting for the moving of the water” (John
5:3). Each of these sick people was desperate for a miracle, and
they were waiting for God to send an angel to make it happen:
“An angel went down at a certain time into the pool and stirred up
the water; then whoever stepped in first, after the stirring of the wa-
ter, was made well of whatever disease he had” (v. 4).

Although it may seem odd to sit around waiting for an angel
to come and bring your miracle, I find that many people today
are waiting for something before they
can experience their turnaround.

God's favor Some are waiting for their doctors to
doesn’t mean perform a medical procedure. Others
you can just are waiting for a new job or hoping

sit on the for their boss to give them a promo-
sidelines and tion and a raise. And some are wait-
make excuses. ing for the perfect partner to come on

the scene to end their loneliness and

make them happy.
If YOU are waiting for something today, I hope you'll stay

with me for the rest of this important story...

The scene at the Pool of Bethesda shifts to a focus on one
particular man who is awaiting his healing:
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NO NEED WAITING FOR AN ANGEL

Now a certain man was there who had an infirmity thir-
ty-eight years. When Jesus saw him lying there, and knew
that he already had been in that condition a long time, He
said to him, ‘Do you want to be made well?” (v. 5-6)

Jesus had some nerve in asking this question, didn’t He?
After all, the man was obviously physically impaired, and Jesus
knew he had been that way a long time—38 years to be exact.
He was lying among a multitude of people who were seeking a
healing, so wasn't it c/ear that he wanted to be made well?

There’s a point here that you need to understand. Sometimes
we claim to want a miracle, but were not really willing to e/ieve
God and fake action on His promises. We're hanging around the
waters of God’s supernatural power,

yet never actually jumping in. Go ahead and
However, this man assured Jesus jump into the
that he had a perfectly good excuse mizacle waters
for not getting into the water: “Sir, purchased for
1 have no man to put me into the pool you by Jesus’
Cross and

when the water is stirred up; but while

I am coming, another steps down before Resurrection.

me” (v. 7).

Perhaps you have some excuses for your inaction too. But be
clear on this: God’s favor doesn’t mean you can just sit on the
sidelines and make excuses. Szeps of faith will be necessary to
release His favor in your life.

Jesus then told the man to do something that was impossible
tor him to do! “Rise, take up your bed and walk,” the Lord com-
manded (v. 8). To everyone’s amazement, ‘the man was made well,
took up his bed, and walked” (v.9).
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NO NEED WAITING FOR AN ANGEL

Friend, you don't have to wait for an angel to come and bring
your miracle. Jesus is already with you, and His favor is empow-
ering you to do the impossible. You don't need to sit at the edge
of the healing waters any longer. God is stirring the waters of
His miracle-working power for you TODAY...opening awesome
doors for you to receive His salvation, deliverance, abundance,
healing, and eternal life.

So go ahead and jump into the miracle waters purchased for
you by Jesus’ Cross and Resurrection. God is stirring the waters
so you can receive the supernatural breakthrough you need.

116 THE FAVOR FACTOR



MOUNTAINS

I often meet people who say they want to be an overcomer—
yet they fall apart when God gives them any difficult circum-
stances to overcome! Somewhere they got the misconception that
the Christian life is supposed to be easy and trouble-free.

Yet that’s not what the Bible teaches. To the contrary, Jesus
told us plainly: “In this world you will have trouble.” Thankfully,
He added: “But take heart! I have overcome the world” (John 16:33
NIV). Yes, He gives us the power to
be overcomers—but He also gives us Giod gives us
some things to overcome! His favor

the power to be
offers us victory, but it doesn’t mean

overcomens — but

),
there won't be any battles. He also sives
Jesus compared the challenges us some things
of life to “mountains” standing in to overcome!

our way. And he gives us a startling
promise about how we can move them:

If you have faith as a mustard seed, you will say to this
mountain, “Move from here to there,” and it will move; and

nothing will be impossible for you” (Matthew 17:20).

Jesus said you can speak to the problems in your life and
move them out of your way. He didn't say it would take exzraordi-
nary faith to do this. Even ‘faith as a mustard seed” can move away
your mountains, and ‘nothing will be impossible for you.”
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FAITH TO MOVE YOUR MOUNTAINS

Let this sink in for a moment. You don't have to remain vic-
timized by your problems. You can go on the offensive and speak
to them in faith by the authority you have as a child of God.

But I'm also intrigued that Jesus compares faith to a ‘eed.”
A seed is something you sow in faith, trusting that there will be
a future harvest. The seed may be your money, your prayers, your
time, or some other investment, but it’s a key to moving your
mountain.

But what should you do when your mountain refizses to move
right away? You need to enter into God’s presence and ask for
His instructions...His battle strategy. As you enter His presence
and put your eyes on Him, your faith gets stronger and He shows
you where to sow your mustard seed of faith.

Psalm 97:5 tells us that our mountains can melt away in
the presence of the Lord. In His awesome presence, sickness is
healed...depression is lifted...addictions are overcome...poverty
is defeated...and broken relationships are restored.

So if your mountain doesn’t move when you speak to it,
perhaps it will melt when you invite God’s presence into your
difficult circumstances. Either way, you don’t have to cower in
fear when a mountain stands in your way. No matter what trials
and tribulations you may face, you can ‘overwbhelmingly conquer

through Him who loved us” (Romans 8:37 NASB).
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Too often, preachers make it sound like the Gospel is just a
matter of getting a ticket to Heaven for when we die. As awe-
some as eternal life will be for those who have believed the Gos-
pel of Christ, the Bible teaches salvation is much more than that.

Look what Paul writes in Romans 1:16: “I am not ashamed of
the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for every-
one who believes.” The Greek word used for “salvation” is sozeria,
and it is derived from another Greek

word, sozo. This has great significance Right from the
for our understanding of the Gospel. beginning of
Sozo means a lot more than just Jesus” ministuy,
going to Heaven. It includes our He declaved and
total well-being: spirit, mind, body, demonstrated the
relationships, finances, and everything all-inclusive
else! It means being safe and sound, natuze of the
rescued from danger and destruction. salvation He
Similar to the Hebrew word shalom, came to bring.

sozo often is used in the context of
physical heath and emotional peace. In short, it means being
restored to the favor Adam and Eve forfeited when they sinned.

When you understand the meaning of sozo, the Gospel
preached by Jesus suddenly takes on new insights:

Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues,
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A GOSPEL OF GOD’S FAVOR

preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing all kinds
of sickness and all kinds of disease among the people. Then
His fame went throughout all Syria; and they brought

to Him all sick people who were afflicted with various
diseases and torments, and those who were demon-
possessed, epileptics, and paralytics; and He healed them
(Matthew 4:23-24).

What kind of healing or restoration do YOU need today?
When Jesus preached the Gospel of the Kingdom, people got
healed...blessed...set free...and restored.

Right from the beginning of Jesus’ ministry, He declared and
demonstrated the all-inclusive nature of the salvation He came
to bring:

The Spirit of the LORD is upon me, for he has anointed me
to bring Good News to the poor.

He has sent me to proclaim that captives will be released,
that the blind will see, that the oppressed will be set free,
and that the time of the LORDs favor has come
(Luke 4:18-19 NLT).

Make no mistake about it: The Good News of the Gospel is
not a matter of religiosity...doom and gloom...or endless rules.
Instead, it’s the power of God for salvation in all its many forms

and facets. The Gospel is a meant to be a proclamation that “the
time of the LORD’S favor has come.”

Are you preaching—and living—the Gospel of God’s favor
today? Don't settle for anything less!
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When King David attempted to bring the Ark of the
Covenant to Jerusalem on a cart pulled by oxen, the results were
disastrous at first. When the oxen stumbled, a man named Uzzah
impulsively tried to steady the ark, and he was struck dead by the

Lord for his error (2 Samuel 6:3-7).
Horrified by what had happened,

David decided to postpone his plan God wants to
to transport the ark to Jerusalem. bless you, your
Instead he brought it to the house of pamily, and all
Obed-Edom. that belongs to you
today. Invit
It’s hard to know exactly what ° m{_ nvtee more
of His presence

David was thinking at this point.
Perhaps he wondered if Obed-Edom
and his family would be struck dead,
as Uzzah had been.

For three months, the ark remained with Obed-Edom’s
family. Instead of suffering any ill effects of hosting this visible
emblem of God’s awesome presence, the family was blessed with
extraordinary favor: “The LORD blessed Obed-Edom and all his
household” (v. 11).

David took notice of this! He saw that “because of the ark
of God,” the Lord blessed Obed-Edom’s family “and ALL that
belongs to him” (v. 12). With great joy, David had the ark carried

into your heart

and your home.
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BLESSED BY GOD’S PRESENCE

to his hometown of Jerusalem and placed in a special tent he had
pitched for it.

My friend, God wants to bless you, your family, and ALL
that belongs to you today. Invite more of His presence into your
heart and your home. Ask Him to touch every area of your life
and everything that belongs to you.

In God’s presence you will find His favor. He will show
you ‘the path of life,” complete with “fullness of joy” and ‘pleasures
Jforevermore” (Psalm 16:11).
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In order to experience the fullness of God’s favor, you need
to discover the “secret place” of intimacy with Him. In Psalm 91,
the psalmist describes this amazing place and some of the ben-
efits you'll find when you learn to abide there: “He who dwells in
the secret place of the Most High shall abide under the shadow of the
Almighty. I will say of the LORD, ‘He is my refuge and myy fortress;
my God, in Him I will trust” (vs. 1-2).

Amid the storms of life, God wants to be your place of
safety—your refuge and fortress. But this doesn’t happen auto-
matically. You must make it your lifestyle to draw near to Him

each day.

'The psalmist goes on to describe the snares, pestilence, dis-
ease, and destruction that may be taking place all around you, yet
“You shall not be afraid” (v.5). Think of what a wonderful promise
this is: A life without fear! Your Heavenly Father wants that to
be your experience, my friend.

When the Lord is your refuge and dwelling place, you can
walk boldly and confidently through life. When you face the dev-
il’s lies, you can rebuft them, for God’s “truth shall be your shield
and buckler” (v. 4). The Lord will protect you from harm and ‘give

His angels charge over you, to keep you in all your ways” (vs. 10-11).

'The psalmist paints a vivid picture of living safely in God’s
tavor even when there is trauma all around: 4 thousand may fall
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A LIFE WITHOUT FEAR

at your side, and ten thousand at your right hand; but it shall not
come near you” (v. 7). When we love the Lord and learn to call
on His name, He promises to be with us in times of trouble, to
deliver us and honor us (vs. 14-15).

At the conclusion of this psalm,

Zhe more you God promises the person who has
lean to abide in entered His secret place: “With long
God’s secuet place, life I will satisfy him, and show him My

the more His salvation” (v. 16).
pavor will grosw, This is such a beautiful ending to
with enowmous Psalm 91. As soon as you surrender
benefits throughout your life to Christ as your Lord and
you lifie. Savior, God’s favor begins in your life.

The more you learn to abide in His
secret place, the more this favor will grow, with enormous bene-
fits throughout your life. And then God promises to satisty you,
not only with a “/ong /ife” on this earth, but also with an incredi-
ble life with Him throughout eternity.

Take a moment to thank the Lord and give Him praise for
the amazing benefits of His favor. You may also want to read
Psalm 91 from beginning to end, meditating on what God has
promised you when you abide in the secret place. No matter what
is happening all around you, you can experience God’s favor and
live a life without fear!
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Acts 3 tells the story of a lame man who used to sit and beg
outside the Temple gate. He had been lame from birth, so he
didn’t really expect anything to change in his dismal circumstances.

I meet many Believers who are in a similar predicament
today. They feel “stuck” in circumstances beyond their control. In-
stead of truly entering into God’s destiny for their lives, they are
languishing outside the gate. And sadly, they're still looking to
other people as their source rather than trusting God as the One
who will intervene in their situation and meet their need.

But the story of the lame man has a happy ending, and this
can be true in your life as well. No matter how long you've been
stuck and frustrated in some area of your life, God can give you a
turnaround through His love and power.

It seemed like a very ordinary day for the lame man—just as
it may seem in your life as well. All the lame man could hope for
that day was a handout, but God’s plan was to give him a hand
UP instead. The man must have been shocked when Peter told
him, “In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, RISE UP and walk!”
(v. 6)

Peter then “took him by the right hand and lifted him UP, and
immediately his feet and ankle bones received strength” (v. 7). Years
of anguish were dissolved in a single moment of God’s favor!
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FAVOR TO GET UNSTUCK

My friend, no matter how long you've been paralyzed in
some area of your life—such as your health, your finances, or
your relationships—God wants to lift you up today. Though you
may have grown used to a life of sadness and regret, all that can
change in a moment of time. Notice that it didn't take years for
the lame man to recover: God changed his life “immediately’

Notice too that the Lord wants to transform us from seeing
ourselves as beggars. Instead, He wants to us to realize our birth-
right as His precious sons and daughters, entitled to live in His
favor and abundance.

When God’s supernatural favor breaks through in our lives,
we go from sitting aimlessly to “walking, leaping, and praising
God” (v. 8). And instead of remaining outside the gates of God’s
purposes, we'll finally enter in: ‘/He/ stood and walked and entered
the temple with them.”

'This can be YOUR day to enter into a new dimension of
God’s love and favor. You don’t need to remain on the outside
looking in. It’s time to come boldly to His throne room and
claim His promises.

But I also want you to see that God doesn't intend for this
new breakthrough of favor to impact you alone. He blesses you
to make you a blessing to others, and the miracles in your life are
meant to be a testimony that He also wants to do miracles in the
lives of those around you.

Just as happened with the stunned people who witnessed
the healing of the lame man in Acts 3, those around you will be
“filled with wonder and amazement” (v. 10) when they see God’s
favor unleashed in your life. They’ll be filled with hope that what

He has done for you, He can do for them as well.
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When we go through hard times, it’s sometimes tempting
to get angry and bitter toward God. The enemy wants to use our
difficult circumstances to cause us to blame the Lord and lose
sight of His love for us. At such times, we need to hold on even
tighter to the promises of God’s Word. We also need to make
sure we are seeing God correctly, not allowing our circumstances
to warp our perspective of Him.

'The Bible declares that God is our loving Heavenly Father,
and He wants to meet our needs and shower us with blessings.
Even though we may go through trials along the way, no situ-
ation in our health, finances, or relationships is too difficult for
Him to remedy (Jeremiah 32:27).

The older I get the more convinced I become that our view
of God will have huge implications for whether or not we ex-
perience the fullness of His favor. This might seem like a fairly
simple thing, but it isn't. People often see God as a reflection of
their flawed earthly fathers, and they consequently judge Him as
cruel...perfectionistic...stingy...heartless...detached—traits that
are completely foreign to our Father in Heaven.

Early in Jesus’ ministry, He took time to set the record
straight on this. He realized that it was crucial for His disciples
to see their Heavenly Father accurately:

Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find;
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SEEING GOD AS HE IS

knock, and it will be opened to you...Or what man is there
among you who, if his son asks for bread, will give him a
stone? Or if he asks for a fish, will he give him a serpent? If
you then, being evil, know how fo give good gifts to your chil-
dren, how much more will your Father who is in heaven give

good things to those who ask Him (Matthew 7:7-11).

If you see your Heavenly Father
as He really is, your faith will grow

Hffi:b;{g;:;i: by leaps and bounds! You'll delight in
as He really is, coming to Him to share your needs:
osct faith il asking...seeking...knocking. You'll
‘{gww by Leaps understand His heart to ‘give good

and bornds! things to those who ask Him!”

Sadly, many people have earthly
dads who aren't so kind and ap-
proachable. Some dads even punish their children for asking,
seeking, or knocking, and this often clouds people’s view of God.

I want you to take a few moments right now to stop and
think about the amazing love and favor your Heavenly Father
has for you. You may need to repent and ask His forgiveness if
you've hung on to misconceptions about Him in the past. Ask
the Lord to give you a new awareness of who He is, unimpeded
by the devil’s twisted lies.

My prayer is that you will gain a new appreciation of your
Heavenly Father. May you come to know Him more intimately
as the Father who loves you...the One who beckons you to draw
near...the Provider who wants to hear and answer the requests of
your heart. Let me encourage you today with the words of Jesus:
Ask, Seek, and Knock!
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Do you want to be more blessed by God? Of course you do.
And Psalm 1 lays an important foundation for how we can walk
in more of God’s favor and abundance.

Notice that the very first word in this psalm is “Blessed.” Not

only does your Heavenly Father want to bless you, but He also
provides you with keys throughout the Bible for how to receive
His blessings. Two of these keys are found in Psalm 1:

Blessed is the man

Who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly,
Nor stands in the path of sinners,

Nor sits in the seat of the scornful;

But his delight is in the law of the LORD,
And in His law he meditates day and night.

He shall be like a tree
Planted by the rivers of water,
That brings forth its fruit in its season,
whose leaf also shall not wither;
And whatever he does shall prosper (Psalm 1:1-3).

The first key to this life of blessing is to be careful who you

spend time with and listen to. You need to make a conscious
decision not to walk in the counsel of the ungodly...stand in the
path of sinners...or sit in the seat of the scornful. Proverbs 13:20
(NIV) provides both a promise and a warning about our choice
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KEYS TO THE BLESSED LIFE

of who our closest friends are: “Walk with the wise and become
wise, for a companion of fools suffers harm.”

'The second key for a life of great blessings is to delight in the
law of the Lord, ‘and in His law he meditates day and night” (v. 2).
This is similar to the secret of success God revealed to Joshua:
“Ihis Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall
meditate in it day and night, that you may observe to do according to
all that is written in it. For then you will make your way prosperous,

and then you will have good success” (Joshua 1:8).

The psalmist paints a beautiful picture of the life of favor
you can have if you obey the Lord and implement these two
keys. You will be like a fruitful tree planted by rivers of water. No
matter what the conditions may be
around you, God will enable you to
thrive, and your leaves will not wither.

No matter what
the conditions

may be around Verse 3 ends with an incredible
you, God will statement about the abundant life
enable you to God intends for you: “Whatever he
thuive, and your does shall prosper.” Think about this
leaves will for a moment. Whatever God calls
not wither. you to do in life can prosper. Your

career, your health, your finances, your
family, your ministry, your creativity—and any other area of your

life—ALL of these can prosper when you walk in God’s favor!

So go ahead and surround yourself with people who are wise
and godly. Delight yourself in the Lord and His Word. Then
watch Him bring you a new dimension of favor and fruitfulness.
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OF
PRISON

When I meet people who are tormented by their past, I
often find there’s a forgiveness issue at the root of their problems.
Although they may blame the devil or other people for their
distress, in many ways they've become their own jailer. The key to
get out of their emotional prison is in their own hand, yet they
are unwilling to let go of their offense so they can be set free.

In Matthew 18:21-35, Jesus tells a powerful story about
how unforgiveness can hinder God’s favor in our lives. The story
involves a king who was owed a huge amount by one of his ser-
vants. Originally, the king planned to sell the man and his family
into slavery in order to repay the debt.

But the servant fell to his knees and begged the king to be
patient with him. The king then had mercy on his servant and
completely canceled the debt.

However, the forgiven servant went out and found one of
his fellow servants who owed him a much smaller amount. He
demanded the other servant to pay him, and he refused to forgive
the other servant’s debt. In fact, he had his fellow servant thrown
into prison.

Perhaps you know how this story ends. The king is outraged
by this turn of events and says to the first man: “You wicked ser-
vant,” he said, I canceled all that debt of yours because you begged me
to. Shouldn’t you have had mercy on your fellow servant just as I had
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BREAKING OUT OF EMOTIONAL PRISON

on you?” (vs. 32-33 NIV) In anger, his master handed him over to
the jailers to be tortured, until he could pay back all he owed.

Jesus concludes the story in verse 35: “This is how my heavenly
Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your brother or sister
Jfrom your heart.”

What a sad story this is! The first servant was forgiven a huge
debt, just as the Lord has forgiven each of us. But he refused to
be merciful and forgive his fellow servant. As a result, Jesus says,
the man was given over to jailers to be tortured!

This story shows how important
it is for us to forgive others, just as
God has forgiven us. When we do
that, we will live in God’s favor and
His blessings. But when we refuse
to forgive, we set ourselves up to be

There will
nevez be a
better time to
get out of the

prison oﬁ i .
) tormented and put in spiritual and
unforgiveness . . .
emotional prison. Our unforgiveness
than now!

isn't hurting the other person nearly
as much as it is hurting our own life.

Pause for a moment and ask the Lord to show you if there is
still someone you need to forgive. Don't wait for a feeling before
you forgive them. And don’t wait until you think they are “wor-
thy” of your forgiveness.

Instead, make a decision to let go of your offense without fur-
ther delay. This exactly how your Heavenly Father demonstrated
His love for YOU: “God demonstrates His own love toward us, in
that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us”(Romans 5:8).
There will never be a better time to get out of the prison of
unforgiveness than now!
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‘Throughout the Scriptures, faith and favor go hand in hand.
In fact, it’s impossible to fully live in the favor of God without
trusting Him and exercising your faith.

What is faith? The Bible says ‘faith is the substance of things
hoped for, the evidence of things not seen” (Hebrews 11:1). Faith has
Substance” and provides a confident assurance of God’s unseen

reality.

If faith has substance...and if it has the confident assurance
of God’s promises, then why doesn’t it always seem to work?

My friend, faith does always work—but not necessarily on
our timetable or according to our wishes. God IS always faithful,
and He wants us to trust Him with all our heart (Proverbs 3:5),
even when we don’t understand His purposes.

Often the problem is that we haven't truly exercised our faith.
He is telling us to ACT UPON our faith, but we don't believe
His promises enough to obey Him. Remember...

Faith will remain lifeless, useless, and powerless
until it’s exercised!

I've heard some people say, “I don’t have faith,” or “I wish I
had faith,” or “I wish I had more faith.” But Romans 12:3 tells us
God has given every person “the measure of faith.”

So it’s not really a matter of having more or less faith. Faith
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THE FAITH CONNECTION

is something you already have—but there’s quite a difference
between having something and actually using it. The Bible is full
of stories about people who used their faith to see God move in
their lives in miraculous ways.

Over and over again, the Bible speaks of faith:

“Your faith has made you whole” (Mark 5:34).

HAccording to your faith be it done unto you” (Mathew 9:29).
‘Hawve faith in God” (Mark 11:22).

“He had the faith to be healed” (Acts 14:9).

‘He did not waver in unbelief but grew strong in faith”
(Romans 4:20).

I live by the faith of the Son of God” (Galatians 2:20).
And these verses are just a small sample!

Our faith should not rest on the wisdom of men but in
the power of God (1 Corinthians 2:5). It’s not about what we
know—in fact, it’s not about us at all. It’s about God’s power and
what He can do...if we release our faith.

And we must be clear about another factor: Sometimes we
have to wait for our miracle. Hebrews 6:12 tells us God’s promis-
es are inherited through ‘faith and PATIENCE.”

Just as a farmer must patiently sow seeds for a future harvest,
we must refuse to give up if we have to wait awhile before we reap:
“Lets not get tired of doing what is good. At just the right time we will
reap a harvest of blessing if we don’t give up” (Galatians 6:9 NLT).
Notice the last line: “We WILL reap a harvest of blessing,”but then
the writer adds, “..if we don’t give up.”

Don't give up, my friend! Your harvest is coming. Continue

to believe that God will do what He says He will do!
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= REAKTHROUGH

Perhaps you know someone who seems to “have it all.” They
are intelligent, healthy, and financially prosperous. They have a
good family and a prestigious job. Everything seems to go their
way, and people hold them in high esteem.

Could even a person like this need a new beginning? Yes,
indeed! Maybe they feel no need for
God right now, but sooner or later ev-
eryone faces a troubling situation that
they can’t solve in their own strength.
'The time will come when even a

Che time will
come when even
a person with

person with worldly success will need worldly success

something that only God can give.

will need something
that onﬁl{ god

Naaman was such a man. As the .
can 5”}2-

commander of the Syrian army, he

had great power and influence. He

even was a person of good character, being described as @ great
and honorable man”and “a mighty man of valor” (2 Kings 5:1). For

years he didn’t seem to have a care in the world.

Why would someone so successful need a new beginning?
'The answer is found in a sobering follow-up to the description of
all his achievements: “..but he had leprosy” (v. 1). Despite all the
things going well for Naaman, he had one terrible area of his life
that he was powerless to change.
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HUMBLED FOR A BREAKTHROUGH

Today you may be in a position similar to Naaman. Nine-
ty-nine things in your life may be going fine, yet there is a
“but...”—an area of the enemy’s attack that will surely destroy
you if you don't find a remedy. You could easily testify, “The Lord

is blessing me, but...”

Naaman knew his leprosy would not kill him overnight, but
rather it was a slow, relentless, debilitating condition that was not
subject to any human cure at that time. In a similar way, you may
have a problem that is slowly eating you up inside. Or perhaps,
like Naaman, you have been attacked by a physical ailment that
no doctor can cure.

Naaman certainly had faced problems before in his life. As
a general he had successfully defeated enemy armies. But in the
past he was able to solve the problems
by his own strength and ingenuity.
'The battles he faced before had earth-
ly enemies, and this time the cause
originated in the unseen realm.

God wants to
do mizacles in
your life today,
but you need to

be careful not to But now Naaman faced a prob-

be presuomptuous lem he couldn’t solve by himself.

about exactly how Fortunately, his wife’s Jewish slave girl
he will bring that him to someone who knew where to
mizacle to pass. find a new beginning in God: “If only

my master were with the prophet who is
in Samaria! For he would heal him of his leprosy” (v. 3). The girl was
referring to Elisha the prophet.

Do you see how humbling this must have been for Naaman?
He was used to giving orders, not seeking favors. Never before

had Naaman been desperate enough to seek help from a prophet
of God!
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HUMBLED FOR A BREAKTHROUGH

Naaman may have expected Elisha to greet him with the
same reverence and fanfare that he was accustomed to—but
it was just the opposite. When Naaman came to Elisha’s door,
Elisha refused to even come out and meet with him! Instead, he
merely sent Naaman a message: “Go and wash in the Jordan seven
times, and your flesh shall be restored to you, and you shall be clean” (v.
10).

Naaman was furious that the healing wasn’t being oftered in
the way he envisioned it: “Indeed, I said to myself, ‘He will surely
come out to me, and stand and call on the name of the LORD his God,
and wave his hand over the place, and heal the leprosy” (v. 11).

Have you ever tried to tell God how He should do a miracle
for you? Maybe you thought it would happen at the altar of your
church or at a healing crusade. Or perhaps you heard someone
else’s testimony and assumed it would happen to you the same
way.

God wants to do miracles in your life today, but you need
to be careful not to be presumptuous about exactly how he will

bring that miracle to pass. Instead, you need to hear His word of
instruction and do whatever he tells you to do.

At first Naaman struggled to obey. He thought he knew
better than God: “Are not the Abanah and the Pharpar, the rivers of
Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel? Could I not wash in
them and be clean?’ So he turned and went away in a rage” (v. 12).
Naaman thought he had a better idea than God did! The only
problem was this: For all his reasoning and rationalizing, he still

had leprosy.

Naaman’s servants accurately saw the foolishness of his reac-
tion: “..if the prophet had told you to do something great, would you

not have done it? How much more then, when he says to you, ‘Wash,
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HUMBLED FOR A BREAKTHROUGH

and be clean’®” (v. 13)

Friend, this is exactly where so many people miss out on
God’s breakthroughs in their lives. They think the Lord will bless
them if they do some great spiritual feat, but they discount the
importance of small acts of obedience. Naaman’s servants realized
that although washing seven times in the Jordan seemed like a
menial act, it was the key to his miracle.

What about you? Are you hoping for God to give you some
breakthrough, even though you are too proud and stubborn to do
the small acts of obedience that He is asking of you? Every week
I receive letters from Inspiration Ministries partners who have
experienced amazing breakthroughs after they were obedient to
God’s call to simply sow financial seeds into our ministry. The
point isn't the act itself—washing in the Jordan, planting a seed,
or whatever. The point is obedience to God, even in the little things.

Naaman finally received the new beginning he sought when
his obedience was complete and he had dipped in the Jordan
seven times (v. 14). He could have given up when the miracle
didn’t happen after the first few times, but he persisted.

Is your obedience to God like that? Make sure you don't al-
low discouragement to cause you to stop short. Keep pressing on
in faith until you receive the breakthrough God intends for you!
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After years of taking care of his father’s sheep, David knew
a lot about the relationship of a shepherd with his sheep. Sheep
that had a good shepherd were happy and well cared for, but ne-

glected sheep were sickly and prone to find themselves in danger.

With this background, David begins his most famous psalm,
“The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want” (Psalm 23:1). Just as a
faithful, benevolent shepherd provides for the needs of his sheep,
the Lord gives provision and protection to His people as they
follow Him.

As you read this psalm, recognize
that it is all about the fawvor of God.
Each line is a powerful statement of
how the Lord wants to care for you

Instead of
bareen fields,
Qc)d wants to

today. provide you
Take a brief inventory of your with green

life, and ascertain what you need pastures and

from God right now. He offers to be restful waters.

your Good Shepherd, giving you the
abundant life Jesus also described in
John 10:1-10.

Instead of barren fields, God wants to provide you with green
pastures and restful waters (v. 2). When you've been battered and
bruised by the traumas of life, He will restore your soul (v. 3).

THE FAVOR FACTOR 139



THE SHEPHERD’S FAVOR

When you're feeling confused and in need of direction, He ofters
to lead you “in the paths of righteousness” (v. 3).

Even when you have God’s favor, you may walk through dark
valleys at times. But there’s no need to fear! Your faithful Shep-
herd walks with you, and His rod and staff will protect you from
harm (v. 4).

He will even shower you with favor and honor in the pres-
ence of your enemies. No longer will you live in the land of
“Never Enough” or “Barely Enough,” but your cup will overflow
with blessings: “More Than Enough” (v. 5).

Instead of being harassed by constant hardships, you will be
able to confidently say along with David: “Surely goodness and
mercy shall follow me all the days of my life” (v. 6). Pause a moment
and read these words again. Your Good Shepherd wants you to
be SURE of His favor. He wants you to be absolutely convinced
that He loves you and wants to shower you with His abundant
‘goodness and mercy.”

Notice that David didn’t see the Lord’s favor as just a one-
time event. He said it was something he could count on “a// the
days of my life.” Better still, the favor would last ‘forever,” even
into eternity: ‘T will dwell in the house of the LORD forever” (v. 6).

Draw near to your Good Shepherd today, my friend. He
wants you to walk in His favor today, and He is preparing a place
for you to enjoy His favor for all eternity (John 14:2).
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TO VICTORY

Have you ever felt surrounded by problems? I sure have. But
the good news is that we aren’t alone. Countless men and women
of God through the centuries have found themselves in that very
situation, only to experience a mighty victory from the Lord.

Scripture tells an amazing story about King Jehoshaphat in
2 Chronicles 20. When Jehoshaphat received word that several
enemy armies banding together to attack him, his initial reaction
was much the same as ours might be: And Jehoshaphat feared...”
(v. 3).

‘Thankfully, however, Jehoshaphat didn't stay in a place of fear.
'The passage continues by saying he ez himself to seek the LORD,
and proclaimed a fast throughout all Judah. So Judah gathered togeth-
er to ask help from the LORD...”

Friend, this is God’s word to you today. You may feel sur-
rounded...overwhelmed...hopeless. Yet you need to take this
opportunity to seek the Lord through prayer and fasting. You
need to acknowledge your need for His help—and He is eager to
provide it.

Sometimes our prayers are more focused on our problems
than on the awesome power of our God. Jehoshaphat began his
great prayer by focusing squarely on the Lord’s glorious pow-
er and majesty: “O LORD God of our fathers, are You not God in

heaven, and do You not rule over all the kingdoms of the nations, and
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PRAISING YOUR WAY TO VICTORY

in Your hand is there not power and might, so that no one is able to
withstand You?”

Today we serve the same great God as Jehoshaphat did. Our
God rules over all the kingdoms of the nations. If He is for us,
it doesn’t matter who might be against us (Romans 8:31). Our
focus needs to move from our problems to the Provider.

Jehoshaphat’s prayer acknowledged his desperate need for
God’s intervention: “We have no power against this great multitude
that is coming against us; nor do we know what to do, but our eyes are

upon You” (v. 12).

Perhaps you are facing a situation
like this, where you realize that, in

TOhen you aze yourself, you have no power to bring
watking in His a solution. You might also be able to
favor, you can be identify with Jehoshaphat’s admis-
confident that Cod sion that he didn't even have a clue
Himself assumes about what should be done. How-
wesponsibility for ever, despite his own powerlessness,
your battles. Jehoshaphat knew where to look for

help: “...our eyes are upon You.”

If you are in a battle today, it is crucial to understand whose
battle it really is. Though it might seem like your battle, if you are
God’s covenant partner I have good news for you: It’s not really
your battle! Look at God’s wonderful message to Jehoshaphat:
“Thus says the LORD fo you: ‘Do not be afraid nor dismayed because
of this great multitude, for the battle is not yours, but God’s” (v. 15).

When you are walking in His favor, you can be confident
that God Himself assumes responsibility for your battles. This
means you don’t have to allow anxiety to rob you of your peace,
even when you're surrounded by overwhelming problems.
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PRAISING YOUR WAY TO VICTORY

Instead, as Peter writes, you can ‘cast all your anxiety on Him
because He cares for you” (1 Peter 5:7). Notice that Peter says the
Lord wants ALL your cares cast upon Him, not just some. They
are His battles, after all.

Jehoshaphat and his people were given the most precious
promise anyone could ever receive in a spiritual battle: God
promised to be with them through it all: “Do not fear or be dis-
mayed; tomorrow go out against them, for the LORD is with you”
(v.17). Don't let fear paralyze you or keep you from hearing and
obeying the Lord’s battle strategies!

In this case, Jehoshaphat had to learn a different kind of
warfare than he had been used to. Instead of focusing on the ene-
mies, He focused on the Lord and gave Him praise: “He appoint-
ed those who should sing to the LORD, and who should praise the
beauty of holiness, as they went out before the army and were saying:
‘Praise the LORD, for His mercy endures forever” (v. 21).

Jehoshaphat learned that praise was the key he needed to un-
lock His breakthrough: “When they began to sing and to praise, the
LORD set ambushes against the people of Ammon, Moab, and Mount
Seir, who had come against Judah; and they were defeated” (v. 22).

Do you want the Lord to ‘sez ambushes” for the enemies that
have come against you today? Then praise Him with all your
heart even before you see the answer to your prayers!

Jehoshaphat not only used praise and worship to rout the en-
emies, but he and his people were gathering the spoils of victory
for three days after the battle was over (v. 25). What an incredible
display of God’s favor!
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Sometimes people take bold steps of faith out of pure
desperation. After taking an honest look at their circumstances,
they conclude that their very survival depends on trusting God
enough to make a risky move.

'This seems to be true of four leprous men who were sitting,
day by day, at the city gate. There was a severe famine in the city,
and it was surrounded by the Syrian army. When there seemed
to be nowhere to turn for relief, the four men said to each other:
“Why are we sitting here until we die?” (2 Kings 7:3) They under-
stood that death was certain unless they took some kind of bold
action.

These four lepers came up with a plan that seemed ludicrous.
They would go and surrender to the Syrians! “If they keep us alive,
we shall live,” the men reasoned, ‘and if they kill us, we shall only
die” (v. 4).

So they got up and went to the outskirts of the enemy camp,
hoping their life would be spared and that the Syrians would
mercifully give them some food. But to their shock, the camp

had been abandoned. God had caused the Syrians to hear “#be
noise of a great army,” and they all fled in terror (v. 6).

'The lepers found the Syrian camp completely intact, com-
plete with tents, horses, donkeys, food, clothing, and even silver
and gold. At first these overjoyed men were content just to sit
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A BOLD STEP OF FAITH

in one of the tents and eat and drink the provisions they found
there. Then they decided to hide some of the silver, gold, and
clothing.

But eventually their conscience got the best of them and they
said, “We are not doing right. This day is a day of good news... Now
therefore, come, let us go and tell the king’s household” (v.9).

'This story is such a beautiful illustration of the favor God
wants to give you and me today. Each of us started out in this life
with spiritual “leprosy,” which is a picture of sin. Our situation
seemed hopeless, just like the four men in this story.

But these men took a step of
faith that changed everything for 9 God calling
them. Instead of remaining paupers, you to take a
they suddenly had more provision bold step of faith
than they ever could have imagined.
Instead of living in the land of “Never
Enough” or “Barely Enough,” they
found themselves the beneficiaries of
the land of “M ORE Than Enough.”
What a thrilling display of God’s

unmerited grace and favor!

in otder to get
unstuck from
some negative

situation in

your lige?

Friend, I want you to pause for a moment to look at your
situation today. Is God calling you to take a bold step of faith in
order to get unstuck from some negative situation in your life?

As the four lepers experienced, the Lord wants to bless you
beyond your wildest dreams. And then He wants you to recog-
nize that you are living in ‘z day of good news™—news that must
be shared with a lost and needy world.
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FARMERS

I once heard a story about two farmers facing hard times...

These two farmers—neighbors—looked out over their dry,
dusty fields without much reason to hope. There'd been a drought
the year before, and the money in the bank was nearly as dried up
as the land in front of them.

But the coming year promised to be the worst yet. As anoth-
er season of drought was predicted in the forecasts, both farmers
turned their faces toward Heaven and asked God to send the
rain.

Weeks passed. Still there was no rain. If asked, both of them
would have said they had faith in God to answer their prayers.

Yet only one of the farmers id something. He climbed on
his tractor...plowed his fields...and planted seeds.

In time, God answered the farmers’ prayers and sent the rain.
But only one farmer reaped a harvest. Why? Because regardless
of what he saw in the natural, he believed God would bless the
seeds he planted in faith. He released the seeds from his hand,
and God released the harvest in His hand.

In difficult economic times like these, it can be a real chal-
lenge to faithfully sow our financial seeds into God’s Kingdom.
If we're afraid of not having enough, we can be tempted to hold
on to whatever we have. And then when the devil comes stalking
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A PARABLE OF TWO FARMERS

us like a roaring lion seeking to devour our health, finances, or
relationships (1 Peter 5:8), we cry out to God in desperation.

To overcome the devil’s attacks, we must maintain an unin-
terrupted cycle of “letting go” of our seeds by sowing bountifully
into God’s Kingdom. While the WORLD’S economic system
tells us to hoard, GOD’S economy tells us to give.

Instead of hoarding your seeds,
the Lord asks you to release back
to Him what He has placed in your
hands. Only then will you reap His
blessings in your life and be covered
by His supernatural favor, provision,
and protection. He only can multiply
what you sow, not what you hoard!

God only can
mu(ti’p(q what
you sow, not

what you hoard!

So what kind of farmer are you? God wants you to walk in
a loving, obedient, faith-filled relationship with Him—and then
He wants to bless your finances, health, and relationships.

I encourage you to give each seed you sow a specific assign-
ment for what you're asking the Lord to do on your behalf. Wrap
your seeds with faith and expectancy, then wait patiently for your
harvest. You will surely reap, so don't lose heart (Galatians 6:9).
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STRANGES
PLACES

Too often, people think their circumstances must be ideal be-
fore they can experience God’s favor. I've had people tell me that
if they just could get a new job or a promotion at work, THEN
they would know they had the Lord’s favor. Others have mistak-
enly thought everyone would suddenly like them and treat them
fairly if they had enough favor from God.

One of the most stunning things

T0¢ze repeatedly about the story of Joseph is that we’re
told that the told He had favor, even though many
Lotd was with things had gone horribly wrong for
Joseph and gave him. His brothers were jealous of him
him success in and threw him in a well. He was sold
cverything he did. into slavery in Egypt, far from his

father and his homeland.

However, when he was bought by Potiphar, one of Pharaoh’s
officials, we begin to see signs of God’s favor, even though Joseph
was a slave:

The LORD was with Joseph so that be prospered, and he
lived in the house of his Egyptian master. When his master
saw that the LORD was with him and that the LORD
gave him success in everything he did, Joseph found favor

in his eyes and became his attendant.

Potiphar put him in charge of his household, and he entrusted

148 THE FAVOR FACTOR



FAVOR IN THE STRANGEST PLACES

to his care everything he owned. From the time he put him in

charge of his household and of all that he owned, the LORD
blessed the household of the Egyptian because of Joseph.

The blessing of the LORD «was on everything Potiphar
bhad, both in the house and in the
Jfreld. So Potiphar left everything he

had in Joseph’s care; with Joseph in Joseph had to 5o
charge, he did not concern himself through some
with anything except the food he ate tough times on
(Genesis 39:2-6 NIV). the way to his

. . . (timate tricomph.
There is a beautiful principle here o Hemp

I don’t want you to miss. Joseph could

have pouted about what his brothers

had done to him. He could have blamed God for the difficult
circumstances he had gone through. But instead, he kept his
heart right and experienced God’s favor in the midst of it all!

In these few verses, we're repeatedly told that the Lord was
with Joseph and gave him success in everything he did...Joseph
found favor in his master’s eyes...and God’s blessing was on his
master’s household because of Joseph.

If you know the story, Joseph still had to go through some
tough times on the way to his ultimate triumph. Potiphar’s wife
lied and accused him of attempted rape, and Joseph ended up in
prison for several years. Yet the Lord’s favor again followed him,
even in prison:

While Joseph was there in the prison, the LORD was with
him; he showed him kindness and granted him favor in
the eyes of the prison warden. So the warden put Joseph

in charge of all those held in the prison, and he was made
responsible for all that was done there. The warden paid no
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FAVOR IN THE STRANGEST PLACES

attention to anything under Joseph’s care, because the LORD
was with Joseph and gave him success in whatever he did

(Genesis 39:20-23 NIV).

Joseph eventually became
Give God Pharaoh’s right-hand man, the second
most powerful person in all the world.
But he had learned to cultivate God’s
tavor in his life long before that—in
the strangest of places.

praise that
He can give
you favor and
success right
where you are! My friend, I want you to do
something right now that may seem
difficult: Give thanks to the Lord for wherever He’s put you at
the moment. Although He may want to set you free from your
difficult circumstances, take time to FIRST ask Him to shower
you with His favor even in the midst of your circumstances.

'Thank the Lord that He is wizh you, just like He was with
Joseph. Give Him praise that He can give you favor and success
right where you are!
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GATEWAY

Genesis 28 tells the intriguing story of a spectacular dream
Jacob had one night in a barren place, far from his home: “He
dreamed, and behold, a ladder was set up on the earth, and its top
reached to heaven; and there the angels of God were ascending and
descending on it” (v. 12).

I'm sure this dream got Jacob’s attention right away. But what
did it mean? First of all, the ladder between Heaven and earth
showed Jacob a powerful and life-changing truth:

The resources of Heaven are a lot closer than we think!

Too often, Believers view Heaven as some distant and inac-
cessible place, with no impact on our lives until after we die. But
Jacob’s dream showed him there is constant activity taking place
between Heaven and earth! Because of that, amazing miracles are
possible, including financial breakthroughs, physical healings, and

restored relationships.

After Jacob witnessed this startling interaction between
Heaven and earth, the Lord promised to give him that land and
said, “In you and in your descendants shall all the families of the earth
be blessed” (v. 14).

Jacob’s encounter with the Lord impacted him so greatly that
he declared the spot to be a special sanctuary of God’s presence:
“Surely the LORD is in this place, and I did not know it...How
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DISCOVERING HEAVEN'S GATEWAY

awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and
this is the gate of heaven” (vs. 16-17).

In the physical realm, this piece of ground was just a desolate
section of desert. But Jacob dedicated it as a special place...the
very gate of Heaven!

My friend, this is God’s purpose for
your life as well! He wants to bless you
and make you a blessing (Genesis 12:2)
—not only for your descendants, but
also to bless lost people in the nations

of the world with the Gospel of Jesus
you and make Christ!

Zhis is god’s
purpose for

your (L‘fe!

He wants to bless

you a blessing. ) ] )
Perhaps this seems like an impos-

sible mission, but God promises to be
with you all along the way, just as He

promised Jacob: “I will not leave you until I have done what I have

promised you” (Genesis 28:15). You can count on Him to be faith-
ful to complete the work He’s started in you (Philippians 1:6)!

What was true for Jacob is also true for you today. God
opens “gates of Heaven” in your life through which He can pour
out His favor...provision...healing...deliverance...guidance...
breakthroughs...comfort...joy—and whatever else you may need!

And once you experience the amazing resources God pours
out through His Heavenly gateway, you'll want to share those
blessings to impact others. As His love fills your heart, you will
respond by sharing His hope, healing, and salvation with people
nearby and around the world.
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KINGDOM
BLESSINGS

Jesus said to ask the Father for an ever-increasing measure
of His Heavenly Kingdom to be unveiled through our lives on
earth: “Your kingdom come. Your will be done on earth as it is in
heaven” (Matthew 6:10). Is there great abundance in Heaven?
Absolutely! But God wants to use us to release some of that
abundance to meet needs on earth.

'The Bible’s prosperity message is not just about your personal
comfort or luxury—it’s about manifesting the blessings of Heav-
en so we can be a blessing to others (Genesis 12:2). In Heaven
there is no poverty, sickness, sin, or strife, and we should “eek

Jirst” that kind of Heavenly lifestyle, for ourselves and whatever
circle of influence God gives us (Matthew 6:33).

Many Christians fail to see their Heavenly Father’s desire to
give them a portion of their Heavenly blessings in this present
life—not just “in the sweet by and by.” Jesus taught that those
who believe in Him have a/ready been given eternal life and
have ‘passed out of death into life” (John 5:24). So, in many ways,
eternity has already begun!

If God were truly against wealth, why would He make Heaven
such an extravagant place? Instead of preparing “many mansions”
for us to live in (John 14:2), Jesus could have constructed just one
colossal high-rise apartment building with tiny individual rooms!

And did He really have to show off His generosity by surrounding
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RELEASING KINGDOM BLESSINGS

us with enormous pearl-laden gates, streets of gold, and an abun-
dance of precious stones (Revelation 21:9-21)?

Whether you realize it or not, your Heavenly Father is ex-
travagantly generous and lavish in His love for you! Paul writes
that God “lavished” the ‘riches of His grace on us” (Ephesians 1:7-8
NASB). And John echoes:

How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we
should be called children of God! And that is what we are!
(1 John 3:1 NIV)

Until Jesus returns, we will never experience the full mea-
sure of “Heaven on earth” that some utopian philosophers have
dreamed of. Despite our prayers for God’s Kingdom to be seen
in our lives, we will only “know in part” before our King comes
back: “For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then face to face”

(1 Corinthians 13:9-12).

However, many of Heaven’s blessings can be experienced

, many g p

even in this present life. Just as some people are presently tasting
a degree of “hell on earth” as they head toward hell as their eter-
nal destination, as Christians we are supposed to experience and
manifest a degree of Heaven on earth.

As we glorify God by walking in His ways, our lives can be
‘as the days of heaven upon the earth” (Deuteronomy 11:21 KJV).
We can live as “a colony of heaven on earth” (Philippians 3:20
Moftatt), showing people a glimpse of what God’s Heavenly
Kingdom is like!

And as you read the four Gospels, notice that Jesus didn't just
talk about the Kingdom of Heaven—THe demonstrated it! Rather
than a faraway place that is only relevant after we die, Jesus de-

scribed the Heavenly Kingdom as being “at hand” (Matthew 4:17)!
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RELEASING KINGDOM BLESSINGS

* Do you need a financial breakthrough?
The Kingdom’s bounty is at hand!

* Do you need God’s touch in your body?
The healing power of the Kingdom is at hand!

* Do you need victory over an addiction or
oppression from the enemy? God's Kingdom is
at hand to triumph over the powers of darkness!

'The resources of Heaven are near you today, and all you have
to do is receive them by faith:

The righteousness of faith speaks in this way, ‘Do not say

in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?” (that is, to
bring Christ down from above) or, “Who will descend into
the abyss?” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). But
what does it say? “The word is near you, in your mouth and
in your heart”(Romans 10:6-8).

God wants to bless you through God wants to
His Heavenly portals, enabling you to bless you thiough
help fill the earth with the knowledge His Heavenly
of His glory as the waters cover the portals, enabling
sea (Habakkuk 2:14). Souls in eter- you to help fill
nity will be grateful the Lord blessed the earth with
you with His favor and overflowing the knowledge of
abundance! His glory.
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THE WORLD
JEALOUS

When God blessed Isaac, the abundance was so fantastic
that “the Philistines envied him” (Genesis 26:14). Paul cites the
same principle in Romans 11:11, where he says God was bless-
ing the Gentiles through the Gospel in order to make the Jews
jealous enough to accept Jesus as their Messiah.

This reminds me of a scene I love in the movie “Butch Cas-
sidy and the Sundance Kid.”'The townspeople asked about Butch
and Sundance, “Who are those guys?!” You see, these two men
stood out from the crowd (though not always in righteous ways!),
and the surrounding bystanders couldn’t help but take note.

'The world should be asking a similar question when they see
God’s people today: “Who are those guys? How do I sign up to

receive what they have?”

So even if you've never thought of God’s favor as something
you should pursue, remember Butch and Sundance. The world is
watching. God wants to bless you in extraordinary ways, so you
can make an extraordinary impact for His Kingdom.

Just as we must open our hands to the Lord, releasing our
lives and possessions into His care, the Bible also instructs to
open our hands to bless others. Instead of being miserly and
trying to hang on to what we have, we're told to be generous,
especially to the poor:
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MAKING THE WORLD JEALOUS

He who is kind to the poor lends to the LORD, and he will
reward him for what he has done (Proverbs 19:17 NIV).

If there is among you a poor man of your brethren, within
any of the gates in your land which the LORD your God

is giving you, you shall not harden your heart nor shut

your hand from your poor brother, but you shall open your
hand wide to him and willingly lend him sufficient for his
need, whatever he needs. .. You shall surely give to him,

and your heart should not be grieved when you give fo

him, because for this thing the LORD your God will bless
you in all your works and in all to which you put your hand
(Deuteronomy 15:7-8,15:10).

These are wonderful promises, aren’t they? If we are attentive to
the needs of the poor, God says He will bless us in all our works and
in everything we put our hands to do.

God blesses us so we can be a The mote you
blessing to others (Genesis 12:2). And prosper, the
the more we set our hearts to bless more people will
God’s Kingdom and people in need, observe Cjod's
the more He will bless us in return. blessings and

Some Christians, displaying either e

ignorance or false humility, like to say, ]
“Oh, I never ask God to bless me. That Father He is.
would be selfish.” Yet it’s even MORE

selfish for God’s people to remain in poverty and financial lack,
because then we’ll have nothing to give to others.

great dL(eavenll{

Mother Teresa was renowned for her simple lifestyle and min-
istry to the poor. But few people realize that her generosity was only

possible because she raised MILLIONS of dollars each year for her

humanitarian outreaches!
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MAKING THE WORLD JEALOUS

'The psalmist, likewise, boldly declares his need for God’s
blessing—not just for his own sake but so that the world may
be blessed through his life:

God be merciful to us and bless us,

And cause His face to shine upon us, Selah

That Your way may be known on earth,

Your salvation among all nations. ..

God shall bless us,

And all the ends of the earth shall fear Him

(Psalm 67:1-2, 67:7).

'The psalmist knew that salvation could only go out to the
ends of the earth if God first blessed His people. So don’t be
afraid to ASK God to bless you! He wants to bless you so abun-
dantly that people all over the world are touched by your example
and generosity.

You don’t have to twist God’s arm to receive His blessings.
He’s eager to bless you—not just financially, but also in your
health, relationships, and peace of mind. He knows that the more
you prosper, the more people will observe His blessings and rec-
ognize what a great Heavenly Father He is.
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BELONGS
TOo HIM

I love the story about a man who took his young daughter to
her first baseball game. Although she wasn't particularly interest-
ed in the game, she /oved Skittles and was thrilled when a vendor
approached their aisle.

The father gladly bought her some Skittles and then asked if
she would share some with him. However, the little girl refused,
saying, “No, Daddy, they’re MINE!”

'The girl's dad had purchased the Skittles in the first place,
but now she claimed exclusive ownership over them. The father
wasn't asking for much, but he expected his daughter to honor
their relationship and acknowledge that he was the source of

everything she had.

How sad that many of us Believers act in the same way to-
ward our Heavenly Father. It pains us to give tithes and offerings,
even though we would have nothing at all without God’s blessing.

'The Bible repeatedly declares that God is the ultimate source
of everything we have:

Every good thing given and every perfect gift is from above,
coming down from the Father of lights (James 1:17).

You shall remember the LORD your God, for it is He who is
giving you power to make wealth, that He may confirm His
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GIVE HIM WHAT BELONGS TO HIM

covenant which He swore to your fathers, as it is this day

(Deuteronomy 8:18).

Verses like these are a great reminder that none of us is truly
« ”» . . .
a “self-made” person, nor can we claim credit for any financial
success we've achieved. Our material blessings have come ‘from
above,” from our Heavenly Father. He has given us ‘power to make
wealth,” for which we should be extremely grateful.

Because our blessings all have come from the Lord, He
should get the glory for every good thing that appears in our
lives. And in the end, everything goes back to Him:

From Him and through Him and
to Him are all things. To Him be
the glory forever (Romans 11:36).

/Secause out
blessings all

have come from In light of such verses, isn't it silly
the Lord, He tor God’s children to complain when
should get the a preacher encourages us to sow tithes
glory for every gGood and offerings into the Kingdom? I
thing that appears can hear it now: “Edith, I can’t believe
in out lives. they’re trying to get our money
again!”

Somehow it has never dawned on some of us that it’s not
“our” money at all! Let me say it again: Everything comes from
God and ultimately belongs to Him.

The earth is the LORD’S, and all it contains, the world, and
those who dwell in it (Psalm 24:1).

Yours, O LORD, is the greatness and the power and the
glory and the victory and the majesty, indeed everything
that is in the heavens and the earth; Yours is the dominion,
O LORD, and You exalt Yourself as head over all
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(1 Chronicles 29:11).

I encourage you to take a few minutes and do this important
little exercise:

* First, look at your hands and clench them, making
two fists. This is the posture of those of us who
hoard our blessings. However, there’s a problem
with this picture: If our hands are clenched to
hold on to what we have, our hands won’t be in
a position to receive anything more. Even worse,
we're likely to squash the things we hang on to if
we squeeze them too tightly.

*  Now, unclench your fists, and hold your hands with
palms facing upward. You're no longer hanging
on to anything, which may make you feel insecure
or vulnerable at first. But realize this: When you
open up your hands and release all you have to
God, your hands are now in a position to receive
back from Him an abundance of blessings—“More

'Than Enough”!
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‘Throughout your life, you've received input from other people

about your identity and competence. While some of their feed-
back has been positive, at other times people may have criticized
you, spoken harshly, or showered you with negativity. Youre not
alone—it happens to all of us from time to time.

In the grand scheme of things, there’s really only ONE
evaluation that really matters. We will stand before the Lord in
eternity, hopefully to receive His wonderful words of affirmation:

“Well done, good and faithful servant” (Matthew 25:21).

But what about NOW? How can we see ourselves correctly
in this present life?

When Jesus was baptized in the Jordan River by John the
Baptist, something amazing happened as He was coming up out
of the water:

Behold, the heavens were opened to Him, and He saw the
Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting upon
Him. And suddenly a voice came from heaven, saying,
“This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased”
(Matthew 3:16-17).

In a concise but powerful way, the Father affirmed Jesus’ true
identity and His profound pleasure in Jesus as His beloved Son.
Notice that Jesus hadn’t begun His public ministry at the point.
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THE VOICE FROM HEAVEN

There’s no record of Him healing the sick, casting out demons, or
teeding the multitudes.

Yet the Father was pleased with Him—and He wanted Jesus
to know about that pleasure.

My friend, you and I need to hear this same voice from
Heaven today. It probably won't be an audible voice, but it will be
real to us nevertheless. Our Father wants to open the Heavens to
us...to send His Holy Spirit to empower us...and to assure us of
His love and favor.

When we’re confident of this kind of divine favor, it won’t
matter nearly as much what other people may think of us. When
we hear our Heavenly Father’s voice, the other voices will fade
into the background.

And in case you're still wondering whether God loves you
like He loved His Son Jesus that day by the Jordan River, re-
member this: When you were born again, you became a new
creation in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17). When the Father looks
at you, He sees you covered by Jesus’ blood, forever cleansed and
torgiven. Because of our position in Christ, we can boldly stand
in the Father’s presence, knowing we are “the righteousness of God”

(2 Corinthians 5:21).

If you are still struggling with a negative self-image because
of people’s negative messages to you in the past, it’s time for your
mind to be renewed by what God says about you in His Word
(Romans 12:2). No matter what you may have thought about
yourself in the past, you need to meditate on this amazing fact:
“‘He made us accepted in the Beloved” (Ephesians 1:6). If you're a
Christian, that means YOU, my friend!
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How would you like to start an earthquake of blessings?
I don’t mean an earthquake that just shakes the ground and causes
the physical realm to tremble, but rather an earthquake that
shakes the spiritual realm—demolishing any satanic strongholds
that are hindering God’s blessings in your finances, health, or
family.

Paul and Silas touched off a physical earthquake in a
Philippian jail in Acts 16:22-34, but it also resulted in a profound
spiritual impact. As they gave thanks and worshiped the Lord,
“there was a great earthquake” that shook the prison and set the

inmates free from their chains (v. 26).

Even though Paul and Silas had
@h’zoughaut the
bl been brutally beaten and mistreated,
e, we see
they prayed...gave thanks...and sang
God’s praises. And the Lord respond-
ed with an earthquake that totally
transformed their circumstances!

examples of

God'’s people using

thanksgiving and

praise as powerful

keys to overcome Throughout the Bible, we see ex-

the enemy. amples of God’s people using thanks-

giving and praise as powerful keys to

overcome the enemy. In the face of seemingly impossible circum-

stances, God stepped in to answer His people’s prayers and bring
them overwhelming victory when they gave Him thanks.
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POWER IN PRAISE

Although it’s fairly easy to thank the Lord affer we've already
received the victory, these stories teach an entirely different lesson:

We must give God praise and thanksgiving
before we see the actual victory!

Just as God broke the chains of bondage in that jail in
Philippi, He wants to break your chains today. As you draw near
and worship Him with a thankful heart, you can be released
from...

* Poverty or debt

* Sickness or depression

* Loneliness or hopelessness
* Addiction or family strife
*  And so much more!

But perhaps your need today is not liberty from some kind of
enemy stronghold. Maybe you need an open door of some kind—
in a relationship, career, or ministry. If so, I have good news for
you...

As Paul and Silas passionately gave thanks to the
Lord, ‘all the doors were opened” (v. 26)!

Regardless of your situation, take a minute right now to
thank the Lord. Thank Him for the victory you need...for the
doors you need opened...for the answers to the prayers you've
been praying. Thank Him!

You may have waited for a long time, but your breakthrough
can be closer than you think. Even when it seems like your
‘midnight” hour has come (v. 25), God can send you a mighty

earthquake of blessings and favor when you give Him praise!
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'The Bible is a book about destiny—the great plan God has
for each of our lives. Just as He offered a Promised LLand to the
Israelites, He has a wonderful inheritance for us as well. This is
described as “an exceedingly good land. . .a land which flows with
milk and honey” (Numbers 14:7-8).

But we must remember that Satan is intent on fighting us
every inch of the way as we pursue the Lord’s destiny for our
lives. Just as God has a plan for our lives, so does the devil: “Zhe
thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I came that they may
have life, and have it abundantly” (John 10:10).

'This means there’s a battle for your inheritance! Entering and
possessing your “Promised Land” means you must be willing to
engage the enemy.

Before the Israelites actually entered the Promised Land,
God had already given it to them! They were the rightful owners,
because God had given the land to Abraham and his descendants
(Genesis 12:7). And after Moses led the Israelites to the edge
of the Promised I.and, Joshua was told to lead them into this
wonderful inheritance.

Yet there was a problem. When they got to the Promised
Land, it was occupied by powerful nations that had lived there a
long time. Even though the land belonged to the Israelites, they
faced inevitable war as they crossed the Jordan to take posses-
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sion of it. But Joshua refused to back down in fear. He knew the
covenant promises made to Abraham hundreds of years earlier
were still in effect.

It’s crucial to understand that having the #itle to our “Prom-
ised Land” is not the same thing as occupying or possessing it. The
challenge for you and me is to take possession of what is right-
fully ours (Joshua 21:43). We must claim our inheritance!

You must be clear on this: God’s
will for you is health, prosperity,
peace, and hope. The devil’s will is to
cause you sickness, anxiety, poverty,
and fear. The enemy is intent on de-

God has given

you all the tools
you need to win
the battle. You

stroying your relationship with God
can ovetcome

and with your family. He won't stop
until he has killed and destroyed you
spiritually, physically, financially, and
in every other way possible.

the enemy and

experience I/iCtO'll{./

So which will it be: God’s will or Satan’s? In many ways, the
choice is yours. If you're like many people, your life is somewhere
in-between. You want God’s will for your life, but you also see
ways Satan has hindered you from full obedience and victory. You
see places in your heart that you've allowed to become enemy
strongholds...places you've not fully submitted to God...places
where you've allowed your flesh to rule.

God has given you all the tools you need to win the battle.
So if you are struggling today with your marriage, your children,
your finances, your health...or if you are bound by addictive hab-
its, fear, depression, or loneliness...you can overcome the enemy
and experience victory over these circumstances in your life.

However, claiming your inheritance requires having courage
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to confront the “giants” that seem to block your path and prevent
you from possessing what God has already given you.

In Numbers 13, God instructs Moses to send out 12 spies
to view the Promised Land before the Israelites would enter it.
After 40 days, 10 of the spies return with a mixed report:

We went to the land where you sent us. It truly flows with
milk and honey, and this is its fruit. Nevertheless the peo-
Pple who dwell in the land are strong; the cities are fortified
and very large; moreover we saw the descendants of Anak

[giants] there (Numbers 13:27-28).

These 10 spies saw that God had given them a fantastic land
of abundance, but they saw no way they could actually possess
such a land, for it was inhabited by strong enemies and impreg-
nable fortresses.

Perhaps this sounds like your life

It’s time to today. You've heard about a place of
wage spiritual victory and abundance that God has
warfare and take for you, but the obstacles seem too
back what the great...the enemies too intimidating...
enemy has stolen and the cost too high. If this is your
from you. mindset, you need to hear the chal-

lenge of the final two spies, Caleb and

Joshua: “Let us go up at once and take possession, for we are well able
to overcome it!” (Numbers 13:30-33)

God’s people were at the very brink of the Promised Land.
Yet they allowed fear and disobedience to keep them in the wil-
derness for 40 more years!

How could the first 10 spies get things so wrong? They

allowed fear to deter them and gave a “bad report” because the
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obstacles to their destiny seemed like ‘giants.” Is that how your
problems look today—enormous and overwhelming?

Instead of allowing a spirit of fear to intimidate you, you
need to aggressively take the battle to the enemy. Passivity and
accommodation will never work.

Jesus spoke of the need to be on the offensive in your
spiritual battles: “From the days of John the Baptist until now the
kingdom of heaven suffers violence, and the violent take it by force”
(Matthew 11:12). You will never grasp your full blessings in
Christ without a fight!

If you belong to Christ, your battle is the Lord’s. Don’t let
any Goliath intimidate you and keep you back from the abun-
dant life God wants for you. It’s time to go in and possess your
“Promised Land.” You're the rightful owner, and it’s time to wage
spiritual warfare and take back what the enemy has stolen from
you. The victory is yours!
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Many people today are in a deep financial pit. Debts have
piled up, and they find themselves needing a huge miracle from
God. Often the situation looks hopeless, and it is hard to believe
that a new beginning is possible.

Second Kings chapter four tells the amazing story of a
widow who found herself in exactly this predicament. With her
husband gone, it was hard to make ends meet. The situation had
gotten so bad that she told the prophet Elisha, “Zhe creditor is
coming to take my two sons to be his slaves” (2 Kings 4:1).

At first it might be hard for us to relate to this statement.
A creditor taking people into slavery? Yet that is exactly what
happens when we are in debt. God warns us in Proverbs 22:7
that “be borrower becomes the lender’s slave” While this may seem
like harsh language, many of you have already experienced this
terrible slavery in your own lives.

Financial slavery is not God’s will for you! He has called you
to be His beloved sons and daughters, and His kids aren’t meant
to be slaves of anyone! However, perhaps you are like so many
people today, needing a financial breakthrough to end your bond-
age to poverty and lack.

Elisha’s response to the widow’s cry for help may seem
puzzling at first. “Tell me,” he asks her, “what do you have in the
house?” (v. 2) Instead of offering to give her something from his
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FROM POVERTY TO PROVISION

own resources, he first inquires about the resources this woman

already has.

“What do you have?!”'That is God’s question to us as well.
He never asks us for something we don’t have, but He rightfully
expects us to surrender everything we do have to Him. Yet how
can someone who is on the verge of financial ruin be expected to
surrender even the little bit that they still have? It is here that the
story starts getting exciting.

'The widow clearly doesn't like

. . : Within a ver
Elisha’s question. “Your maidservant 1

shott period

has nothing in the house but a jar of
of time, this

0il,” she replies (v. 2). While her first
thought was that she had “nothing,”

]

she remembered a “bus"—a jar of oil.

impoverished
widow went from

financial wuin to
Perhaps you are in exactly that a plentiful supply.

circumstance today. You feel as
though you have “nothing.” Yes, you
do have some trivial-seeming resources, but they seem worthless
in the face of the extreme financial need that you are facing.

However, Elisha saw the situation much difterently: Her
small jar of oil could become the “seed” to bring her prosperity
she never dreamed was possible!

Then Elisha gave the widow some rather peculiar advice:
“Go, borrow wessels from everywbhere, from all your neighbors—emp-
ty wvessels; do not gather just a few. And when you have come in, you
shall shut the door behind you and your sons; then pour it into all those
vessels, and set aside the full ones” (vs. 3-4).

Why would the widow need empty vessels, when she seem-

ingly had nothing to put in them? The neighbors probably
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thought she was getting a little wacky at this point! She was pre-
paring for a miracle, even when none seemed possible. Perhaps
you have received this same response from people around you
when you tell them your breakthrough is at hand!

Elisha went on to tell her to “shut the door” behind her.
Friends, there is a time when we need to enter into the presence
of God and shut the door behind us. We need to shut the door
on the devil. We need to shut the door on our nay saying neigh-
bors. We need to shut the door to anyzhing that would keep us
from our new beginning of God’s favor in our life.

Note that the miracle doesn’t begin until the widow starts to
pour out what she has. If we give, the Bible says, we will receive
back an abundant return (Luke 6:38). This woman learned to
sacrificially sow a seed out of her lack, and this became the key to

her abundant prosperity.

Within a very short period of time, this impoverished widow
went from financial ruin to a plentiful supply. Not only was her
debt paid off, but she and her sons also had more than enough
to live on. Elisha told her, “Go, sell the oil and pay your debt; and
you and your sons live on the rest” (v. 7). Her scarcity was reversed
when she obediently poured out what she had.

Sometimes we think that our situation is so bleak that, at
best, it will surely take a long time to dig out of the pit we are in.
And sometimes it does. But the story of this distressed widow
shows that incredible things can happen when we obey God’s
instructions: His favor can suddenly transform our situation from
poverty to provision.
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In Exodus 23 and Leviticus 23, God describes amazing

blessings that His people can receive when they celebrate the
Feasts of Passover, Pentecost, and Tabernacles. God calls these
His ‘appointed times,” when He wants to bless us with extraordi-
nary blessings and breakthroughs like these:

1. An Angel of God will be assigned to protect you
and lead you to your miracles.

. God will be an enemy to your enemies.

. 'The Lord will prosper you.

. God will take sickness away from you.

. You will not die before your appointed time.

I

Increase and an inheritance will be yours.

7. What the enemy has stolen will be returned to you.

These special feasts provide us with a fantastic opportunity to
receive a new beginning from God. For example, in preparation
for the first Passover, the Lord told Moses, “This month shall be
the beginning of months for yous it is to be the first month of the year
to you” (Exodus 12:2).

God’s statement that Passover is “the beginning of months”
and “the first month of the year” may sound surprising, since the
Jewish New Year is technically celebrated on Rosh Hashanah,

which is in the fall of the year. Yet Passover was such a momen-
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tous event that God wanted His people to recognize it as a time
of new beginnings in their lives.

Passover was the beginning of the Israelites’ deliverance from
bondage in Egypt. It’s also a picture of our deliverance from sin
and death by Jesus’ death and Resurrection, making us new crea-
tures in Him (2 Corinthians 5:17).

At Passover each family was instructed to sacrifice an un-
blemished lamb (Exodus 12:3-6). This is a powerful foreshadow-
ing of Jesus, ‘the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world”
(John 1:29). He was the perfect sacrifice for us on the Cross,
because He was “unblemished and spotless” (1 Peter 1:18-19) and
“without sin” (Hebrews 4:15).

But this requirement of an unblemished Passover lamb also
speaks of another crucial issue:

We must give God our best/

Despite these clear instructions, God later has to rebuke the
priests for dishonoring Him by sacrificing blemished animals
(Malachi 1:6-14). Rather than giving God unblemished sacri-
fices, the Israelites were presenting lambs that were blind, lame,
or sick. Instead of sacrificing the best of their flocks, they were
giving the Lord their surplus and their rejects!

As we celebrate Passover and the other ‘appointed times”
feasts, it’s a good time to search our hearts and see whether or
not we are truly presenting our best to the Lord—that which is
costly and valuable (1 Chronicles 21:24). Are we giving Him the
best of our time, our talents, and our treasure? He gave His best
to us, and He deserves no less than our best in return.

At the first Passover, the Israelites were instructed to put
the blood of a lamb on the door posts and lintel of their houses.
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This represented God’s protection and provision, as the Lord

told His people:

The blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you live;
and when I see the blood I will pass over you, and no plague

will befall you to destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt
(Exodus 12:13).

Just as the Lord supernaturally

intervened in the lives of His people God gave His
during the first Passover, He wants to best to us,

give YOU miraculous breakthroughs and He deserves
during these special seasons of His no less than our
tavor. He says, “You shall observe this best in return.

event as an ordinance for you and your

children forever” (Exodus 12:24).

Along with the Feasts of Pentecost and Tabernacles,
Passover is part of a cycle of giving and receiving between God
and His people...a cycle of seedtime and harvest. The children of
Israel were blessed as they observed this rhythm of living in the
covenant promises of God—and YOU can be blessed as well! If
you will take a step of faith and obedience...if you will come be-
tore God to honor Him with your worship...if you will prepare
a special offering...then these special feasts can provide a special
time for miracles and breakthroughs in your life.

Whatever your needs are today—a physical healing...a deliv-
erance from your enemies...a healing in your family...a financial
breakthrough—as you obey the Lord and do what He asks you
to do during these special seasons, get ready for God to step into
the circumstances of your life and bless you!
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'The Bible makes it clear that God can forgive us and restore
us after we've fallen in some way. As we acknowledge our sins
and receive Jesus as our Savior, our sins are forgiven and we are
now free to live our lives in God’s favor!

Before his conversion, the apostle Paul was a persecutor of
Christians. When he looked back on his life before Christ, he
described himself as the ‘foremost” or “chief” of sinners (1 Timo-
thy 1:15 NASB). However, instead of wallowing in his past sins
and failures, Paul boldly declared in Romans 8:1: “There is there-

fore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus.”

However, even though the Bible says we have become “#4e
righteousness of God”in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:21), there is
something that often gets in the way of our full restoration: e
struggle to forgive ourselves!

Do you see how silly that is? The holy God who created the
universe declares us NOT GUILTY because of the blood of His

Son, but we feel as if we are still under God’s condemnation!

Peter seems to have felt this same way at one point. After he
denied the Lord, Peter was horrified by what he had done. His
old self-reliance was gone, but now the pendulum had swung
completely to the other extreme: He didn’t think Jesus could ever
forgive him and use him again.

In John 21 the story is told of Peter trying to return to his
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previous life as a fisherman. Reading between the lines, it seems
he figured his days in ministry were over. Instead of moving for-
ward in the purposes of God, he determined that the best thing
to do was simply to go back.

Yet Jesus had called Peter to a higher calling than his old life
as a fisherman. He was called to be a ‘fisher of men” (Matthew
4:19). In a gently and loving way, Jesus appeared to Peter in John
21 and gave him another “miracle catch” of fish (as happened
earlier in Luke 5:1-11). Not only that, but Jesus also went on to
re-commission him for ministry: “Feed My sheep!” (John 21:17)

If you have failed or fallen in some way, you need to hear
Jesus’ voice of forgiveness and restoration today. Can you see His
desire to give you a new beginning and bless you again with His
grace and favor? Do you hear His loving heartbeat to restore you
to fruitful service in His Kingdom?

'The ironic thing about Peter’s failure is that it actually was a
necessary part of his future success. Why? Because the old, arro-
gant, self-reliant Peter wasn't really usable by God! It wasn't until
Peter was broken that he could truly understand his need for full
reliance on God’s grace and power.

The good news is that Jesus didn’t allow Peter to stay in
a place of defeat and failure. After Peter’s failure, He discov-
ered God’s grace in a new way. And on the day of Pentecost he

became the ‘fisher of men” that Jesus had called him to be—and
3,000 people were saved as a result (Acts 2).

Perhaps you are struggling today with a stranglehold of
failure in some area of your life. If so, the story of Peter can be a
powerful message to you. By God’s amazing grace, a new begin-
ning is possible. Your failures don’t have to be final. Every failure
can be replaced by His faithfulness and favor.
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Jonathan had a crippled son named Mephibosheth. When
the boy was five years old, his nanny picked him and fled when
she heard the news of Saul and Jonathan’s death at Jezreel. But
in her hurry to leave the palace, Mephibosheth fell and became
lame in both feet (2 Samuel 4:4 NIV).

As we'll see in a moment, this tragic beginning to Mephi-
bosheth’s story becomes a beautiful picture of redemption and
restoration. The fact is that we've ALL been crippled, to one
degree or another, by sin and the traumas of life. But, praise God,
He doesn’t want to leave us hopeless or unfulfilled.

'The story of Mephibosheth resumes in 2 Samuel 9, when
King David was looking for descendants of Saul and Jonathan
that he could $how kindness” to (v. 1). One of Saul’s servants
told the king about Jonathan’s son Mephibosheth, but it wasn’t
a pretty picture: In addition to being crippled in both feet, this
bitter young man was living in a desolate place called Lo Debar

(vs. 3-4).

David could have just ended the discussion at that point,
teeling that Mephibosheth’s situation was too big of a mess to
remedy. But instead, David had the disabled man brought back
from his squalor in Lo Debar.

Friend, I don't know your situation today. Perhaps you al-
ready have a wonderful life, with no real complaints. But perhaps
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you find yourself crippled in some way today, paralyzed from
believing God and achieving your true potential. If so, I want you
to notice what happened here: Mephibosheth was crippled in
both feet, unable to bring himself back to the palace in Jerusalem.
He had to be carried, which is an accurate picture of God’s grace

in our lives today (Ephesians 2:8-9).

Mephibosheth was understandably apprehensive about why
the king had summoned him. But David reassures him, “Don’t
be afraid. .. for I will surely show you kindness for the sake of your
Sather Jonathan. I will restore to you all the land that belonged to your
grandfather Saul, and you will always eat at my table” (v. 7).

Mephibosheth immediately
protested that he was unworthy of
such favor from the king—but David
insisted on showing him kindness
and favor. As the chapter ends, we're
told that this crippled son of Jonathan
‘always ate at the king’s table” (v. 13).

Just like Mephibosheth, YOU
are called by God to be a prince or
princess in the King’s palace. Yes, you may have fallen, through
your own fault or the failings of others. You may have felt unwor-
thy of His favor—but He wants to give it to you anyway.

God is beckoning
you to dine

at His table

as one of His
gong ot daughters.

Hear the Lord’s amazing invitation today. He wants to
restore what you've lost. He’s beckoning you to dine at His table
as one of His sons or daughters.
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TREASURE

Have you ever dreamed of finding buried treasure? As a
child, did you ever take a shovel and try digging for treasure in
your back yard or a vacant lot? Perhaps your treasure-hunting
back then didn't find much of value, but I want to tell you about
a treasure that is within your grasp today!

In Matthew 13:44, Jesus tells us a rather mysterious story
about a man who made an amazing discovery: “ZThe kingdom of
heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and hid;
and for joy over it he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.”

Jesus purposefully left out a lot of the details here. Exactly
what did the treasure consist of? Who hid it in the field? How
long had the treasure been there, and why hadn’t anyone else
discovered it> How did this certain man happen to find the
treasure?

Although the details are sparse, the message here—perhaps
a “hidden” message in some ways—is powerful. The first clue
comes in the surprising statement that the man not only bought
the treasure, he bought the whole freld! Although his objective
was to obtain the treasure, he had to purchase the fie/d in order to
get it.

'The second clue comes in this mystery comes in the state-
ment that the man “e/ls all that he has” in order to make this
purchase. Wow, you may be thinking at this point, it must be a
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pretty valuable treasure if the man would sacrifice all of his other
possessions in order to get it! And that is an important observa-
tion, which gets you a big step closer to solving the mystery.

The third clue has to do with a central issue in the story:
What s this “hidden treasure” that the man is so intent on pos-
sessing? On this point, Jesus tells us plainly that He is referring
to ‘the kingdom of heaven.” And once we understand that the
treasure has something to do with God’s Kingdom, the pieces of
the mystery start coming into place.

The treasure is described as

“hidden” because many people walk If you seck

on “the field” of life each day and God's Kingdom
never discover the spiritual wealth frst, He has

that God has for them in a covenant promised to
relationship with Him. Even many give you everything
Christians are missing out on the life else you need.

of favor their Heavenly Father wants
to give them.

And notice that the treasure in this story is so incredibly
valuable that a person would wisely give up everyzhing to obtain
it. Why? Because if you seek God’s Kingdom first, He has prom-
ised to give you everything else you need (Matthew 6:33)! Can you

see why obtaining this treasure is so valuable?

My friend, the treasure chest of God’s Kingdom is filled to
overflowing with His matchless favor. Don't let anything stop you
from “selling all” to obtain it!

THE FAVOR FACTOR 181



BETTER LIFE

In Genesis 1:26, God said, “Lez Us make man in Our image,
according to Our likeness.” Yet I don't believe our creation in the
image of God has anything to do with our physical features.
Instead, God’s image means we have the power of choice. We
must make decisions to obey the Lord each day.

Our Heavenly Father didn’t create us to be like robots or like
puppets on a string. We're not designed to worship or draw near
to Him because He pulls some kind of cosmic string that makes
us do so. It’s a matter of our choice.

The freedom to choose is a precious gift. Throughout our life,
God sets choices before us. Although He gladly reveals His will,

we have the power to make our own decisions.

This means that if we love God, worship Him, praise Him,
seek Him, and take time to be in His presence, it’s because we've
chosen to—not because there’s some kind of mystical, unseen
hand that has forced our compliance. After all, no one wants a
forced relationship. A relationship only has value if it is based on
love.

The good news is that because God created you with an
ability to seek Him, you can have as close of a relationship with
Him as you would like. Every day, you can experience as much of
His presence as you want.
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So ask yourself today, how intimate of a relationship with
God would you like to have? You can experience as much or as
little of God as you choose. And the more you know the Lord,

the more you will experience His favor in your life.

Do you want to just know about the Lord? Are you content
to just be His casual acquaintance? Or are you intent on drawing
near to Him, discovering a place of true friendship and intimacy?

Your Heavenly Father longs for an intimate relationship
with you. But intimate relationships take time. You can’t possibly
have an intimate relationship with someone you only see or talk
to once a year, once a month, or even
once a week. Relationships develop

as a result of deliberately choosing to 700{ R
; ehore you a

spend time together. life of incredible

Every day, you face a choice about blessings,
your relationship with your Heavenly abundance, and
Father. What kind of a relationship favor. But the
do you want with Him? Do you choice is youus.
hunger for ever-deepening intimacy
with Him?

Today, I pray you will make a commitment to spend daily
time with the Lord. Time in His Word...time in prayer...time
in worship...time alone with Him. He will nourish you on “daily
bread” as you bask in His presence.

Friend, God is setting before you a life of incredible
blessings, abundance, and favor. But the choice is yours.
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TOYOUR
FAITH

Friend, as we reach the conclusion of our journey together, I
want to ask you an important question: What do you need from
God today? Perhaps it’s a healing in your body, a breakthrough
in your finances, or the restoration of your family. As you've
seen throughout the pages of this book, God’s favor can change
anything and everything in your life. Nothing is impossible for
our Lord!

But I want to close by reminding you about a few final points:

*  Be specific in what you're asking God for. Jesus
asked a profound question to Bartimaeus, the
blind beggar, and He would ask you this as well:
“What do you want Me to do for you?” (Mark 10:51)
It’s important for you to be clear about your re-
quest, so He can give you exactly what you need.

* Recognize that God’s promises operate on the basis
of FAITH. When Jesus healed two blind men one
day, He told them, According to your faith let it be
to you” (Matthew 9:29). This means you will expe-
rience God’s supernatural favor and breakthrough
power in proportion to the level of your faith in
His promises.

s Seek and obey Gods instructions. As James 2:17
(NIV) tells us, “Fuith by itself, if it is not
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accompanied by action, is dead. ”'This means your
breakthrough will come when you seek God’s
instructions and then do what He tells you to do.
Remember what Jesus’ mother told the servants at
the wedding feast at Cana? “Whatever He says to
you, do it” (John 2:5). As a result of their obedi-
ence, water was turned into wine. Those who tast-
ed it observed that the BEST had been saved for
last—just as God wants to do in your life today.

I want to pray for you in a moment, but first let me review
some examples of how God’s favor turned the Bible’s heroes
into overcomers. Be encouraged by these stories as you seek
victory in your own life today:

* Ifyouve been victimized and mistreated, causing
you physical or emotional trauma... Remember
the story in Genesis 50:18-21 regarding Joseph,
who forgave his jealous brothers even though they
had thrown him into a well and sold him into
slavery.

* Ifyou've been ridiculed or rejected... Remember
the account in 1 Chronicles 4:9-10 regarding
Jabez, a man who overcame a difficult childhood
by crying out to God for a new beginning of
God’s favor and prosperity.

* Ifyouve suffered the grief and pain of losing a
loved one... Remember the story in Ruth 1:1-22
about how Naomi and Ruth found incredible

favor and a wonderful new beginning when they
moved back to Judah.
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* Ifyou're facing insurmountable financial struggles
... Remember the story in 1 Kings 17:8-16
about how the widow at Zarephath found God’s
supernatural provision when she sacrificially

provided for Elijah despite her own need.

* Ifyou're facing a serious illness... Remember
the account in Mark 5:25-34 about the woman
with a hemorrhage, who suffered for 12 years
before receiving a supernatural healing when she
touched the hem of Jesus’ garment.

* Ifyouve been bound by fear, depression, or some
other form of oppression from the enemy. ..
Remember how Jesus in Mark 5:1-20 set the
Gerasene demoniac free from Satan’s bondage
into glorious liberty.

* Ifyoue strayed from God and squandered your
life in wild living and addiction... Remember
Jesus’story in Luke 15:11-32 about the Prodigal
Son, who found a new beginning and amazing
favor when he made a decision to leave the
pigpen and return to his father’s house.

All these people—and many, many more—received a
breakthrough of God’s favor when they needed it the most.
‘They were just ordinary people who cried out to an extraordi-

nary God.

186 THE FAVOR FACTOR



So are you ready for your breakthrough?
Let me pray for you now:
Heavenly Father, 1 pray for the person reading this book

who has joined me on this journey to discover more of Your
supernatural favor. May You transform every area of their
life as they cry out to You today. Stir their faith. Give them
Your instructions. Provide them with the courage to obey You.
We thank You in advance for the miracles of favor You will
unleash in their life. May Your life-changing favor break
through and give them the turnaround they need today, in
Jesus’ mighty name! Amen.
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