








Dumbing of Age can be found online at www.dumbingofage.com

This Campus Is a Friggin’ Escher Print is copyright © 2012 David Willis. All rights reserved.
PRINTED IN HONG KONG

This Campus Is a Friggin’ Escher Print by David Willis, First Printing, June 2012. Published by
Packen in Hong Kong, China. For information, write to wiigii@gmail.com. No portion of this
publication may be used or reproduced in any manner whatsoever without the written permis-
sion of the author, except in the case of select quotations or reprints in the context of reviews.
Dumbing of Age is TM and © David Willis. All Rights Reserved.

ISBN: 0-9796743-5-2



INTREOPULTION

Childhood is spent rushing into adulthood.
But once we hit twenty-one, it’s all like, crap,
man, slow this train down! Was that really the
culmination to everything? Maybe we should
have savored childhood while it was happening.

That’s exactly how | feel about my first web-
comic, Roomies!, which began in 1997. The
characters grew up in more-or-less “real time,”
meaning they were freshmen in 1997, they
were sophomores in 1998, they’d be juniors in
1999, and so on. But at just five “moments” a
week, published once per weekday, you miss a
lot of potential moments. The “move-in day” in
Roomies! was two strips! Their entire first se-
mester was 72 strips. What a brief and overly-
cursory look at the lives of these folks.

Thirteen years later, I'd really missed them. |
hadn’t written them in a long time. I'd moved
on to other projects. Nobody asked me to draw
them a Billie at conventions anymore. And |

knew why nobody did, since she hadn’t ap-
peared regularly in a comic strip of mine for
years. And so | aimed to fix that.

Onh, I've tried before to go back and insert new
stories back into the pre-existing continuity. But
that’s such a lifeless thing to do. You can’t do
real stories that way. We already know when
the important stuff happens. And you can’t do
more important stuff. It's all been set in stone.

So | would do Roomies! better. | would start
over. | would take everything I'd learned about
cartooning in the past thirteen years, throw ev-
erything old out, and begin anew. I'd
take these characters and put them
in college again. | wouldn’t worry
about aging anyone in real time.

As contradictory as it may sound,
however, | didn’t want to repeat
myself. | didn’t want to tell the
same stories all over again.
That wouldn’t be fun for me
or the readers who had been
there for the long haul, much

Billie, ca 2002



less the new folks who would be dropping in.

It wasn’t until San Diego Comic Con in 2010,
while shooting the breeze with Joel Watson
(hijinksensue.com) that | stumbled upon the
formula to make everything fresh.

You see, Roomies! was all about Danny and
Joe. They were two dudes, and everything that
happened was filtered through them. And their
story was largely told. | couldn’t do that story
again. But there was this peripheral character
to their adventures, a girl named Joyce.

Joyce, as the years of strips
went by, exponentially
increased in importance. I'd
grown to learn that she was my

real mouthpiece, the unintent-

ional author avatar. Like her, |
was a sheltered, raised-funda-
mentalist loon who had no idea
how the world works.

And Dumbing of Age
could be her story.

Billie, ca 2012

Refocusing everything around Joyce made
everything suddenly make sense. Dumbing of
Age would be about the girls wing of a co-ed
dorm, versus Roomies’s tale of the boys wing
of a co-ed dorm.

And so here we are. This is not a retelling of
old material. There are no recycled storylines,
no recycled punchlines. These are only charac-
ters that have always remained true to me and
dear to my heart. These guys flow freely out of
my fingertips onto the page.

And you know what? It's been a year and a
half into Dumbing of Age, and folks are asking
me to draw them Billie again at conventions. |
get to share these guys with you once more.

It's going to be a pleasure.

--David Willis



If there’s a hand-sketched doodle on this page, it means you either bought yourself the coveted, limited Dumbing of Age
Extra version of this book, you came to see me at a convention, or | just think you’re sexy.






CHOoN BECKY You kNOW IH NOT SUBE AN YTHING cav
mu%s Egﬂhﬁ ONE OF MAKE THIS T;’-Hgsu% HkE HOME,

ITIs! I

THIS PLACE IS Just J
SWEET! IM INSAVELY UP Arsﬁé'egggna THIS IS
TJEALOUS. _THE BIG LEAGUES. A

If there’s anything I've learned from my webcomics peers over the years, it’s that girls like poop jokes, too. Why not start out
with one.

ORD, THOSE ARE NICE LOFTS. ARE THOSE IF YOU NEEDED INTERNET WHEN I WAS
ANDAED? BACK IN THE DAY WE HAD TO PULL HERE, YOU HAD TO LEAVE YOUE ROOM,

7/~ HERE'S " SPLINTERED BOARDS OFF THE STREET AND WALK THE HALL, GET AN ELEVATOR, GO
THE FIEST BOX. ASSEMELE THEA. _— INTO THE Lﬂﬁﬂv@;{ ;gﬁg .f.*'?{ T THE

I'd really like to take this moment to thank the Indiana University website for their 3D rotational views of their dorm rooms.



ALL RIGHT, HERE'S YOUR KEYS. YOUR
DOEM IS IV THE CLARK WING. AND
REMEMBER, ALCOHOL 1S FROHIBITED
DN THE PREMISES.

r- ENNIFEF. ‘

JOYCE, YoU AR
GONVA HAVE 50 l%ot‘ﬁ'

PLACE FOR You 10 ) [l Sy
BEC ?'kﬂfuéoiﬂ ) 4

You get to see Dina’s parents and Walky’s parents here briefly.

/& her. Billie’s parents are pretty hands-off.

HEY BILLIE LookS LIKE YEE
EEPUTATION PEECEDES Youl

GOD
DAMMIT, WALKY

THEY SAY THAT 10

EVERYBODY!

IS THIS THE
LAST OF YOUR STUFFED
ANIMALS?

Billie’s parents aren’t here, as the Walkertons brought



OH, GEEZ, T

WE MAY BE FROM THE SAME TOWN. WE MAY WHERE IS SHE, BY THE WAY? , THAT'S RIGHT. T
HAVE GONE TO THE SAME GRADE SCHOOL. T || SHE'S YouR TWIN, FOR GOD'S BUNKING WITH SISTER SALLY
WALKY MAY BE ROOMING WITH YOUR SISTER. BUT THAT | SAKE. WALKERTON.
WE HAVE TO J| DOES MOT MEAN WE ARE IN THE SAME SOCIAL ] ]
TALK. CIRCLE. GOT IT? - N
KNOW WE SENT HER / HAVE STUFF IN
AWEY TO CATHOLIC COMMON! FER INSTANCE,
SCHOOL! T'VE kEPT -\ CAN BOTH ENTOY
ss ON HER AS MUCH _COMMUNION!

I’d be happy to never draw a background again, but | pushed myself to always include them in Dumbing of Age. | wanted this

to feel like a real place these characters are occupying.

WELL, PUMPKIN, IT'S A 3 HOUR. TRIP HOME, T'LL MISS You JOYCE! CALL ME
SO WE HAVE TO HEAD OUT. BUT YOU BE GOOD || OR EMAIL ME OR. FACEBOOK ME
AND TAKE CARE OF YOURSELE O WHATEVER.
kA JUST DON'T

LET ANYONE CHANGE

IWILL,
BECKY! T WON'T

’

@

(Of course, this is a real place, since it’s Indiana University, and the backgrounds are created from reference photos, but you

i

know what | mean.)







BUT T WORRY THAT YOuU ONLY CAME

e AT e HERE BECAUSE I DID. REMEMEER, I 4
TOGETHER, DOROTHY FEW YEARS, I HOPE TO TRANSFER TO
AREN'T YOU? '

THAT'S

RIDICULOUS! TDION'T
YALE, AND YOU'LL BE ALONE. COME HERE TUST BECAUSE DID T HEAR

MY NAME IN A TENDER
-y
g M AFEAID SOPEANO--7
YOU'RE TJUST FOLLOWING |
AE INSTEAD OF HAVING
YOUR OWN DREAMS.

Placing these characters in three-dimensional space allows me to tell stories in both the foreground and background. Joyce
standing alone in her thoughts would have made for a boring strip, but | got that moment while focusing on something else.

MAN, DAN. SO MANY ELIGIBLE || S0 ARE You AND DOROTHY STILL || AND DAMMIT, WE ALWAYS WILL BE. I'VE| | S SAY LIkE EIGHT TONIGHT
CHICKS HEEE, AND ONLY FOUR. A THING? T WEED TO kNOW H‘ || WORKED HARD AT THIS RELATIONSHIE I CAN PUT HER ON THE
YEAES [N WHICH TO DO “EM. t:aw PUT HEE c.w THE " Im .-.ap:- :LL;:FSDT nﬁm: HEKT% GSLLE' LP on "no" ;
- A T

STE,L TO:SETHEE, I

@l

| g: VIR0 |

13



A s P YRNOW T WAS ‘
HA! vo
Ask ; . GONNA JOKE, BUT You
1M ONLY HIGH KNOW WHAT? AFTER LAST

ON TESUS CHRIST,
MY LOED AND YEAE, T'LL THKE IT.

| kind of wanted to rapid-fire introduce everybody at the beginning. Nine strips in, and we’ve got seven of our major play-
ers (and Becky) accounted for.

SO YOU'RE ABIBLE GEEK, HUH? I YOU'D BETTER BELIEVE IT. LONG T WAS AFRAID TO GO TO HIGH SCHOOL
CAN GROk THAT. AT LEAST YOoU STOEY SHORT, HER DRUG-ADDLED WHEN T LEARNED THAT THE STUDENT,
WON'T COME IN HIGH AT 4AM BEHAVIOR NEARLY COST ME MY PAPER WAS CALLED THE “HI-TIMES.

g _A SCHOL ARSHIPS, WHICH AEE THE I THOUGHT SATAN WOULD USE ITS EVIL
ONLY THING kEEPING ME __~1 INFLUENCE TO MAKE ME A HIPPIE OF.
IV COLLEGE. _ A DRIFTER.

EEALLY THAT
BAD?

I- A POD. y iy
\h—1F ‘a:g
MAYB

e
N
—
—
--.

| HIFTEE. ©E A DEIFPIE.




HEE PAEENTS ARE MAKING J|. OH? HOW COME YOU DON'T
HER GO TO ANDERSON A | HAVE TO GO7
UNIVERSITY. I.'I-

BN BOTHOF
THAT'S PPN /1Y PARENTS WENT
BECKY mY BEST ITs A t"’_ X
FEIEND. CHEISTIAN
COLLEGE.

| think the photo of young Becky and Joyce is of them at Indiana Beach.

. WHAT YOU CAN DO FOR ME IS FILL OUT THESE || OH, AND TONIGHT AT SEVEN IR N g 1 1
kNOCk knNOCK. ROOMMATE AGREEMENT FORMS, LAY DOWN || THERE'S A FLOOR MEETING IN LI (2R3 (] 13
) SOME GROUND RULES. THESE WILL COME THE CO el /"l "ITH TROUBLE, T WILL BEAT
I EUTH, I HANDY FOE WHEN YOU WANT TO kILL EACH | | DATOEY. 1 EXPECT 10 St IRk d il s 704
AND ITH GOING TO BE YOUR Wil L SEE WITH YOUE OWN BLOODY
EESIDENT ASSISTANT. DOOE. _ FEMUES.

AND YOU
WILL WANT TO KILL
A ‘_ EACH OTHER.

B —T
XY,

1%

' )

Ruth surprised me. | didn’t expect her to run in this direction, but she did, and practically immediately.



S0 YOU WANNA GO OUT TONIGHT
AND GET APIZZA OF.

SOMETHING?

NOT EVEN THE
WELL, B.A. IS HERE, AND AFTER PLAYING HOOKY?
IT'S SEVEN. _ )] SHE PUT UP S0 MUCH OF
ﬂ:”; A FUSS ABOUT IT.
IS THIS EUTH? YEM,
THE ;JGHT 1 MAYBE THAT WHOLE EVIL
ROON7 /= ] VIOLENT THING WAS JUST
: AN ACT.
o i
LY
Q g . IWAS 0,0
2 KIND OF EXPECTING 7
MOEE PECOFPLE. - * #f =

That'’s the usual attendance for a floor meeting, if | recall. But Ruth has other ideas.

16



T FOUND SOME MORE A EXCEPT FOE. YOUE EoOM- | | AND BACK THE HELL OFF
JTRACCLERS. MATE. WHERE IS SHE, LADY. TDON'T HAVE TO e

TAKE THIS FEOM You. You |

DON'T SCARE ME. TH A

CHEEELEADEE, DAMMIT.

T CAN LIFT LIKE THREE

PEOPLE CVER MY HEAD.

I Cﬂt{lﬁﬁfﬁ

I CALLING YOUR BLUFE

T COME ON
LAY SOME THUNDER-THIGH ACT.
DOWN ON ME.

I You ASKED FOR IT, YOU
SCEAWNY LITTLE--

'

| f
i

. W ;
P -
—y [

'O nﬁ

= MAN I AN NEVER MISSING
. ANOTHEE FLOOE. MEETING
) AGAINI 4




SO HAVE WE LEARNED OUE. ELUTH LESSICK?
LESSONS, LADIES? HAVE WE | |15 THAT WHY You
LEAENED T SHOW UP WHEN | | MICKNAMED HER

M3, LESSICK r.;.-‘l.f.f You 1O "EUTHLESS?"
iy

SSHH T
TO SHUT UP? W;;ﬁtﬂf ~
—

| love action sequences, so this was fun to draw. Keeping spacial dynamics consistent from background to background was a
challenge.

S GET DOWN 10 BUSIVESS, | 45 YOUR RESIDENT ASSISTANT, T WILL BE SUPERVISWG || THAT IS ALL. Yo [if was TAT Awesome FLIP
LETS GET DOWN 10 BUSINESS |~ YOUR DORAILIFE. TWENT THROUGH TWO WHOLE ARE DISMISSED. _| | THING COVERED IN THE Two
" EchLL% 'KU}HLES':.S y '?Enr% ";'E EkS %FsTfijﬁﬂfaﬁ” Hﬂi;’ﬂ[ﬂ' EMSBLEEEM;FE WEEKS OF TRAINING?
. OBLEMS AND BE EDGEABLE RESOURCE,
BECAUSE TWILL FUCK YOU_l Yo HAVE ANY QUESTIONS ABOUT ANYTHING, DO NOT
. HESITATE TO ASk ME IN MY EOOM. TWO: No TH JUST

T WILL ANSWER THAT AMAZING.
THREE QUESTION'S AS 1 , —|
LEAVE. .
. _ | (|




BUTH LE44ILK

Hometown: Kaladar, Ontario

Major: English

Likes: Unnecessary bloodshed, Toronto Maple
Leafs, femurs (allegedly)

Judging by her administrative style, most students living
on the third floor of the Clark wing assume Ruth’s major is
in Cruelty or maybe Throat Punching. If and/or when the
English thing doesn’t pan out, she probably has a bright
future as a prison warden.

Ruth Lessick has earned the nickname “Ruthless,”
which is as amusingly convenient as it is appropriate. It
brings to mind botonists named “Mr. Plantz” or hairdress-
ers named “Ms. Barber.” Did the name bring them down
that path, or was it just coincidence? Why is Ruth the
way she is? Is it just the name, is it happenstance, or is it
something more?




ARE YOU
ALL RIGH-S DO YOU WANT _

: NY HELP?
&
Nt MFWE.

MS. LESSICKZ % || 501 HAVE THIS BOYFRIEND YoUu SEE, FEOM T THINK YOU ALREADY
CAN' T ASk A, UH, HIGH SCHOOL, AND HE FOLLOWED H'EEE KNOW THE ANSWER, L=
GUESTDW TO COLLEGE, AND T DIDN'T EEAL EA’ kip.
HIM 7O AND NOW ITS kIND OF AWk D

| thought it was important to show that Ruth has a softer side fairly early on, desp|te her nuclear approach to dISCIp|Ine.



NG I THINK A YALE-BOUWD STUDENT | | WHAT WERE YoU TALKING ABOUT HEY JOE! IV YOUR FACE! SHE WANTS
1O GO TALK TO ME ALONE!

SHOULD PEOBAELY DO THESE THINGS BACk THERE? DEFINITELY!
. THAT'S EXACTLY WHAT
T HAD IV MIND.

M%w sis? AT LEAST WHEN
GOD T NEED ARE YU ON THE CAN OR LOOKS LIE Imm%w GIVE ME
BOCZE. SOMETHING? . SHE'S SARTED 7O A LAST RITES.
SOFE OF
THESE BOWES ARENT

MWE o e
0]

dllo %

¢ ~
—_

Sal's Catholic school girl outfits are cribbed from Josh Phillips’s Avalon webcomic (avalonhigh.com). 1 still carry a torch
for that aborted series. 21



CAN MAKE
MY OWN FRIENDS. TH
A CHEERL EADER.

| knew this specific location existed, but it took for-damn-ever to suss out an image of it on Google. Well worth it.

22



DO YU know WHY REGRET WHAT, MY COMPUTER LIkE, WHEN YOU'RE THE PEESIDENT OF

YOU'RE HERE? DO YOU HAVE || SCIENCE DEGREE? HEY ITLL ,EE WHATEVER, IT'LL BE NO PROBLEM FOR

YDUE. OV ASPIRATIONS? PEEFECT. I CAN USE IT AN HE TO HANG ARCUND THE OVIL OFFICE
WHERE, ﬁ_“ AND UPDATE YOUR PATCES.

WITH GEATITUDE, T DO

LIKE WE READ EACH
\ “OTHERS MINDS.

BE YOU'LL

p .
LIKE IT HEEE AND CHANGE
YOUE MIND ABOUT

Speaking of Google, there are way fewer famous titles of things that started with “Through” than | had hoped.




WANTING TO EXCEL AND GO TO A GOOD SCHooL| [ AS SOON AS YALE

15 NOT 4 PHASE T GOING THEOUGH, DANNY, || ACCEPTS ME IM

IT'S MOT SOMETHING TH GOING TO GEOW GOING TO LEAVE
ouT OF HEEE, DANN'Y,

AND YOU
CAN'T FOLLOW
ME.

SUEF I NO DANNY, THATS
CAN. .. TCOULDY AWFLI. CONSIDEE
GQUIT SCHOOL & THIS MY GEEATEST
kINDNESS TO
DOROTHY| YOLL

IT WOULD HAVE
w BEEN A GEEATEE onE
MONTHS MG,

THOUGHT T WAS PLSHING IT WHEN
I MOVED MY PEEDICTION UP FEOM
.00, BUT, AN GO HE.

HEY DO YOU SUB-
SCRIBE TO MY "DO" LIST'S
ESS FEED?

WOoW DAN DUMPED AT
T30 Eﬁﬂf TLY

IM SORRY
FOR THINKING
LOVE WAS MORE
IMPORTANT
THAN STUPID
YALE!







LET'S SEE. DOROTHY'S
GOT A RESPECTABLE EACK,
BUT COULD USE MORE
BOOTY, kINDA
BOOKISH.

T'LL FILE HER.
WITH THE SEVENS.

T e
LITTLE FRE E
HIS oMM Y.

CkAY FINE
SHE'S AN EIGHT, IF
YOU'RF GONMA GET
FEST ABOUT
T.

M-MY GIELFEIEND BECKE UF
WITH ME.

SHE GAY-BECKE
UP WITH YOUE GAY-

. FACE, GAYWAD.

P-FLEASE
STOP TALKING AND JUST
BEAT #IE UP ALREADY,




SO YOU'RE A FUNNY GUY L SURE. WHAT= S
> EVEE. CAN T DUDE, DON'T HAVE
GO NOW? Ne T TOO MUCH FUN.
THIVK You JUST DO ENCUGH
SAID You WANTED T SHUT HIM
O GEE; ;E#r uE

HUH

B -

Jocks don'’t really walk around campus at night beating up people, but crime bosses also don’t dress up like clowns and
flood the water supply with laughing gas.

| played with my readers’ expecations and gave Amazi-Girl a silhouette that resembled a more likely character, given
Danny’s history in my older strips.



WHO ARE
You?

j'...:-...w / \

This strip and the previous one were expanded from an earlier, abridged version. | thought the scene needed more room for
more beats. The original, unpublished version is below.







I-- I THOUGHT MAYBE ID WAIT

SHOWER? UNTIL THE CEOWD IV THEEE

You MEAN LIKE IN THE
SHARED COMMUNAL- THINVED oUT A BIT OF

| drew this strip way ahead of most of ones that precede it because | needed a stand-alone strip to feature on the Dumb-
ing of Age bookmarks | pass out at conventions.

WALKY > I US HER NANE IS TOYCE
LOWING - : 4 | ROUGHLY THIRTY TIMES,
ME. SO T'LL GO WITH
e

Ik, ﬁrﬁom
E
Plep Al

R FOR
DWEEBS? o




- ek TR e et B Ve
: ETWEETING BIELE E
ARE YOU T DIoN'T MAKE THE CoNNECTION. [ 1OURE CBILLIE BT YR o =
EﬂLLE’? 00 YU KEnEnBER Y UNTIL JUST NOW. “BROWN. =
.m:'? 1M JOYCE - YoU MEAN
@STUFFMYGODSAYS.
| o

YoU kNO
xm;mssx AM T SUPPOSED ,
ﬁ | 70 kNOW YoU FX O W THouGHT

1 BuUT
N HOW BEAVE WAS
SHE WHEN FALL-

o ( YOUR R.A. THREW HER I THINK You'VE || YOU WERE SO BRAVE WHEN wu
YoU. INTO THE COUCH? aursm‘rsn YourJ|_STo0D UP TO THAT BULLY!
LEMME know o WEL-- = —=3
IF YOU EVER NEED r 4 :
# i X ' y

ABOUT WHEN
THE E.A. THEEW YOU
INTC THE COUCH—




CAN WE BE FEIENDS?
| YOL'RE THE COOLEST GIEL
: know!

A
o — |
= | Sl | -
S Py ’ ﬁ
P 2 "'.-.
| e

Look! It's the motorcyclist from the fifth strip where Walky says he doesn’t know where his sister is! I'm so clever.

SO UH, HOW WS, UH,
TENVESSEE?

**&n ONE, DID You '
\ équk o/ kNOW SMOKING IS BAD
[N\ PRISON. FOR YOU? TWQ 1 LIkE
YOUR HAIE. THREE,
!

. I Yy u g)i‘ fﬂ#‘ﬁ—‘k
(

)
AL

Wiy

Believe it or not: There is fan art of Joyce making out with Sal’'s motorcycle.

E— UARRS A [ S W G S—
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CATHOLIC BOAEDING SCHOOL || STORES? YouD THINK T WOULD || NEWSFPAPEE EDITOE WoULDA

IV TENNESSEE AFTER SHE HAVE REMEMBERED HER FROM || REMEMBERED THAT THE NAMES
THAT'S THE YkNOW HELD UP TWO THE NEWS, oF MINOES wHo CommiT
CREATURE THAT HAS ALL CONVENIENCE STORES. - : CRIVES AREN'T DISCLOSED

THE CATHOLIC SCHOOL
OUTFITS IN HER
- kINDA EXPECTED HER
; TO FIND JTESUS. NOT
\ ' > LEATHER,

WHAT THE HELL, MY PARENTS SENT HER TO A || SHE HELD UP TWo CONVENIENCE | [You'D THINK OUR HIGH SCHOOL
i g

THE ARTICLES IS
WHAT WE MAKE THE
50 RES

Sophomore students were the earliest year allowed on our high school newspaper staff. Dunno how common that is
elsewhere, but it was true for me!

,
SHOULDAGETTEN A4 )
Yo SCOOTEE.
J

Man, my characters sure do always arrive early enough to class before everyone else gets there, don’'t they. That’s be-
3y cause my characters realize crowds are tough to draw and | have another whole webcomic | have to do.




HAHA, OF COURSE NOT. EVERYONES
FEMYA‘KAID‘IDUMEHTWE oN

THEM JUST “CUZ A HUGE JOYKILL
WHO HATES PEOPLE.

MAYEE TD LIE FEOPLE MORE IF THEY

DIDW'T EAT LP ALL THE ZEBR.A PLDDING
BEFORE T GOT TO THE FLCKING
DIVING HALL. _
\ - __"' \
- P







GOCD FOR YU kD 1
HONE '(I’MJ'UST WISH MORE PEOPLE TOOK
HERE TO IDONT WANT
AN'Y DISTRACTIONS BOYFRIEND-
EELATED OF. OTHEEWISE

BEFORE I LET YOU GO PASS YOUR NOTES TO YOUR
RIGHT, AND MY T.A. WILL PICk THEM UP AT THE END OF
EACHEOW. THESE WILL BE RETUENED TO YOU THE
NEXT CLASS. THE T.A. WILL USE YOUR NOTES TO TAKE
ATTENDANCE AND ASCERTAIN YOUR, UWDERSTANDING

When | was in college, they were crazy strict about attendance and concocted all sorts of extravagant ways to get stu-
dents to show up. If | missed more than two days of art school, for example, I'd be docked a letter grade. 27



YOU HEAED THE FECFESSOE. EEAD
UNIT ONE AND DO PECBLEMS
& THEOUGH 10, WE'LL SEE You

AGAIN ON WEDNESDAY. I AYS.
? .:_a'. ‘
I

LOOCKS LIKE
BILLIE TOOk OFF e
Too

'I'

MY NEXT CLASS
IS GENDER STUDIES IV

IDON'T LIkE
THEM LEEPING MY
NOTES FOR TWO

H,
WORKED REAL HARD
ON THAT T-EEX.

HEY ME TOO
THAT'S LUCKY MIGHT
AS WELL kEEP You
COMPANY.

AN WHAT'S

WHEN DID
YDOUE. TWIN DISAPPEAR?

WITH THE T.A.5 BOW= | syc\ais SIFTiNG RiGHT

TIE? STIKE HES
SOME SORT 19405
JACKASS.

Wt

'.

WASN'T THE
Eﬂ”ﬂﬁfu:’iﬂ%.’s}ﬂ%}
BAG FE
Hﬁvk:‘f" ABOUT

‘\ux
S il

You WANT )|

MAW TLL .
JUST KEEF UP THE
EEAE. AND WAIT FOE
THE JAGUAES TO THIV
ME OUT OF THE




{8 cr, 10NN T MOSTLY || MATOR IS ELEMENTARY EDUCATION.]
: HERE “CUZ MY PARENTS ||| BUT REALLY IMONLY HERE TO HUNT @
_ WANT #E TO BE. DOWN THE WONDERFUL, GODLY MAN -

il ook FHCMLL‘;‘ I WILL SOMEDAY MARRY. g |
so - TELECOMMUNI- " g
WHAT ARE YoU _ CATIONS. \ 1 v 7]

STUDYING? « Rl A =
I ; 5 [f}[ _ll = r et
| A THATS
£
e 4| & - g8,
"] — (O

S
— |.Jem

-i!nf

JUST SAYIN', ONLY BEIW' HEEE TO I DON'T koW Y " SO THAT knNOCkS ME
FIND A HUSBAND AIN'T TEREIELY HOW YOU'RE DO NOT SIT NEXT N| OFF YoUR PEOSFECTIVE
UH, FEMINIST. ANY BETTEE, pe. |\ 7O ME. T AM ANGEY HUSBAND LIST,
—_— | "I HEEE BECAUSE WITH You. EIGHT?
I NOT D

FEMIVIST. Th | | - Vb 10U,
AFgglisy 14 N IT, AND YOU CAN
kNOCK YOURSELF OFF
EVEEYBODYS.

THAT kIND OF STUFF TO
YOURSELF IN OUE, YkNOW
GENDEE STUDIES
CLASS.

| inadvertently drew left-handed desks here, which are a rarity, so by the end of this book I'd redrawn them to be right-
handed desks. So let’s say this is where Indiana University was storing all of its left-handed desks for a day or so.



SO ARE YOU SOME SORT OF THEY'RE ALL INTERESTED WELL, I WISH You TOLD You
GIEL-HATING FHILISTINE, OF. W DUME GIEL THINGS. Luck ON YOUE HUWT ITS NOT AHUNT. IM
WHAT? YknOW. MAKE-UE FOR A ROMANCE- PERFECTLY HAPPY BEING
PONIES. THE SISSY kIND || HATING TERK PERSON SIVGLE.
OF VAMPIEE. THAT sckET TO GET ALONG AN’ NO PRETTY-
OF STUFE: MAYBE I 1 WITH, FACED PON'Y-LOVER IS GONNA
MET ONE WITH COMMON WALTZ IV AND CHANGE THAT
INTERESTS. - ALL MAGIC-LIKE.

CAN I SEE YOUE OH, THIS? UH, YEAH. THIS
HELLO IM FOLDEE? I LIKE THE CAK‘.I'!‘.‘:;DHS SOET OF‘E
JOYCE. NICE TO GUILT PLF#:SUEF Fo

ME
MEET YOUL THE
- THEME SONG IS
A ' ACTUALLY MY

Those last two panels are perhaps the truest depiction of myself around girls when | was Walky’s age.



et N

T [

1Y HMOM SAYS IT ITS IEEEVEERENT.

"CULTIVATES A CULTUEE
OF SNARKINESS."

LN

'ﬁﬂ'f’?& ‘

- } '

THE FEW
TIMES II"I-"F SEEN
T.

GOOD AFTERNOON,
EVERYONE! IF YOURE
HERE FOR GEVNDER
STUDIES 101, YOU'RE IV
THE RIGHT PLACE.

YOou CAN
CALL ME LESLIE. ¥

I LOVE "DEXTER THE HEAD ALIEN™
T0O CHECK ouT MY FAN CLUB
CAED AND I HAVE THIS MONKEY
MASTEE TOY

U#, LESLIE, A BOY TUST THEEW
ATOY AT MY HEAD.

YES, YOUR
MONKEY MASTERS
VEEY NICE.

SEE? 30 SECONDS AND
WE'VE ALREADY LEARNED
SOMETHING ABOUT
GENDEE.

If Leslie had a character page in this book, it wouldn’t need to say anything more than “Leslie is awesome.”

Hi



I5 IT BECAUSE THIS
IS AN EASY ENGLISH
CEEDIT?

50 WHY ARE WE ALL HERE IS IT BECAUSE WE'RE
IV GENDEE STUDIES? _ ||  HERE TO STUDY THE
11| SCCIML AND CULTUEAL
CONSTEUCTIONS OF
MASCULIVITIES AND
FEMINIMITIES?

I THOUGHT You CouLD
JoIV MIKE AND I FOR
LUNCH DOWW IN THE

WFR’-’ J=—="" ONE SECOND.
DINING HALL.

kILLING SPIDEES.

kILLING SPIDERS.

IS IT BECAU'SE YOUR WELL, IF IT'S THE LAST ONE, THEN
YOU'BE BARKING UP THE WEONG
TEEE. WE'RE ALL LESBIANS
= HEEE.

CLASSMATES AEF
GOING TC BE MOSTLY
FEMALE?

IS THAT A

PREREQUISITE?

AM T IN THE WRONG
SECTION??

v T nmg I PUTTING MY
FOOT DOWN. WE ONLY ASk HER, LIKE,
TEW MORE TIMES, THEN WE FORCE
HEE. OUT OF THE CHAIE.



" I GUESSING

_ THIS WALL OF DINOSAUES
VELOC) BELONGS TO YOUR
; _ROOMMATE?

7 HOW IS
| SHE, BY THE WaY'?
NICE?

DINA? OH,
SHE'S STANDING BEHIND
THE DOOR.

_

s

‘-;*ll'.

L

&

Hi, Dina!

1AM 50 SORRY, WE
Mmﬁmmwmmmwﬁmg
W FRONT OF YDU. YOU SHOULD HAVE




1 TRIED TO HINT AT HIM THAT THINGS EH_MAYBE WE JUST

WERE ENDING BETWEEN YOU TWG WEED TO FIND HIM SOME

OTHEE, EOMANTICALLY-
MKEMB;EMDE?SELITTLF GROW INTO HIS DWW CODEPENDENT DOOELS

TO LATCH ON T,

Most folks wait until they have a target last name to play around with. Joyce is too on the ball for that.

Yy



| IS IT UPHILL oN THE
GOING TO ACCOMPANY US /) g TOO7 HOW IS THAT
BACk TO THE RESI'DEFEE SSIELE?

_%_%,‘ %; Q' ?}

.‘:r ‘u—_ E b 151

It was important to me to establish that even though Walky’s this little smart-ass goofball who devolves into a doofus around Doro-
thy, he’s also smart enough to know stuff like who M.C. Escher is.

ANMEEE, ChkAY BUT WE'EE ONLY WHAT / NOT FAIET
AEE YOU READY GOING TO ASk YOU FOUR. AT? AP n-lEﬂn,rEShﬁS TIHE now!
YET? MOEE TIVES. MODDD*' THERE WS ALL THE
> I NEEDED!
SECOND. KILLIVG I'VE wor -‘”Ym IT'S NOT
SPIDERS. HAD IT! MM " FAAAAINRRR! ) |
‘ 1‘ » L3 0
- __,,.--r-"ll-— af -
- ﬁ"'

See you later, Dina!

Hs









CLHIS%ETS‘ You skiP AUEUTM
YESTERDAY TODAY IT UP STOPBEING || THE SECOND DAY OF COLLEGE, YOURE
15 GONNA HARSH O MY \
SEXY TIME.

| try to be equal-opportunity with my half-dressed people. You got some chicks in bras a few pages ago, so have some Joe in
his undies.

T FEEL LIkE T'VE WHSTED MY LIFE | | THAD A GIRL. THAD A COLLEGE
SO FAE. THAD PLANS AND THEY | | W FOUR YEARS, AFTEE. GEADUATION
fosmﬁfclgﬂmem 1D ASk HEE. 70 MAREY ¥E.




DON'T WOREY BUDDY T'VE HEY YOU'VE knowy #E FoREVER. JI | WERE Gonni GO DOWNSTIES ITS NOT GOING TO BE ANOTHER
GOT APLAN TO CHEEE. N WHAT AN T BFS]" Ar? TO THE LOBEY AND TLL HELP :
You LB YOU FIND A HOT CHICK WHOYLL
MAKE YOU FORGET ALL ABOUT
O WHAT S-HEE-FACE.

‘ \‘ '!3{
,]ﬂ!i S

Ay
!)H'}

S0 THAT'S WHAT
AN UNCIRCUMCISED
PENIS LOOkS
LIkE.

Personally, | had somehow avoided this visual information until very recently, when my wife and | were invited to an interest-
ing theater production. I'd say it was the gayest theater thing I'd ever attended, but I've seen The Lion King with a dude. g



PAVIP WALKEEBTON

Hometown: Evansville, Indiana
Major: Telecommunications
Likes: Cartoons, fast food, doing jack-shit

Walky doesn’t know why exactly he’s in college, except
that his parents really want him there. He'd rather watch
cartoons. Apparently you can’t major in that? “Telecom-
munictions” has “tele” in it, just like “television,” right? He
likes watching television! So, hey, close enough.

He considers himself the biggest fan of the cartoon
“Dexter and Monkey Master,” to the point where he owns
licensed bed sheets. It's a good thing he plans on being a
bachelor forever and ever.

Walky’s smart and got excellent grades in high school,
but only because he could manage that on auto-pilot with-
out much work. He’s terrible at applying himself.

Let’s pray he doesn’t fall in love with some beautiful, stu-
dious over-achiever.



WHEN TM TALEING

Check out Walky’s “DAT DOROTHY” face.

Y FUTORE HosaD. 1es oy [Nasour mkkice TLARD [ UL ¥ T Siemt
T CHICKS AEE JUST AECUND THE
A MATTEE OF TIME UWTIL WE THE SAME WAY T Kw
CROSS PATHS. THINK ABOUT

You'LL SEE!
LOVE IS JUST ARCUND
- THE COENEE.

It dull <

Note “CLARK WING” written on the wall behind Joyce and Sarah in the third panel. Joe and Danny live in the Beck wing.
This informs the title of this storyline. r~3i



WEEREN'T YOU IV MY GENDER
STUDIES CLASS YESTEEDAY? IT
MUST BE You BECAUSE TH
GETTING THE Sg‘f:lg SHILE N MY




' so HEY YOU FREE BUT FIRST, INEEDYOU [ Do You BELIEVE IV TESUS CHRIST | DO YOUBELEVE W THE | \WiHAT PERCENTAGE OF
g 45 YOUR LOBD AND SAVIOR? | SANCTITY OF MARRIAGE? | ouR INTERACTION SHOULD

BE SNUGGLINGZ 70,80,
~__ OF. 90 PERCENT?

EEADY TO STAET DATING AGAIN STILL TEYING TO PEOCESS MY
JUST YET. - FEELINGS ABOUT THE WHOLE
THING. I DONT THINK ITD BE

YenOW
AGCOD DFC;}SFF?JH;‘WE EITHEE, WHAT, MAYBE TM

NOT SORRY,

LOCKk == SARAH, IS IT? == T SORRY | DOROTHY AND I JUST ENDED THANKS. SO GLAD
BUT I REALLY DON'T THINk I QUITE | THINGS THE OTHER DAY AND I ™ "’;’fkf”E

| liked Danny and Sarah’s chemistry here. | decided to pit them against each other more.



E}%kmurvmm#mﬂ
: s £ kIND OF SEXUALLY TIMID
=) DINWE SO T PUSHED YOU TOWHRDS THE
7~ OF COUESE ONE WHO'S HAD SEX BEFORE, THUS
NOT. TH NOT GONNA SCVECNE WHE WOULD BE MORE

HEE YoU o _ Lknvmm%snf

COf | EGE DATE! THATS THE
SEEIOUS oF

YEAH, BUT WITH WHAT APPEARS TO | THE'S HAL F-CHRISTIAN ALREADY. IT'S JUST LIkE TWILIGHT
I BE A HUGE SkEEZBAG. EXCEPT WITH, LIKE INSTEAD
o1 MY NAGG OF VAMPIRES.
GOSH, T HAVE A DATE! A SARAH,
iy el YOU HAVE mm
FAITH.
BEHIWD YOLL

I look at that guy in the background of the fourth panel, and all | can think about is the Patterson-Gimlin Sasquatch film.
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THIS IS THE GIELS WING OF THE PEEVEET? THNOT A me?ﬂr‘. AN TLL HAVE MY OWN AWESOME HOUSE
DOEML YOU CANT GO WANDEEING TDONT EVEN LIKE GIELS! T WITH A WATEE SLIDE AN, LIE, ABALL

I HEEE WEARING YOUR UWDEE- HATE THEM!  ITH GONNA GEOW PIT AN’ T WON'T WEAR PINTS AN MO ONE
WEAE AND DEOOLING LIE SOME WILL GLILT ME OUTTA USIN THE K MAET
kivD OF PERVERT.

NICE SEEING YDU BILLIE. GUESS I

ABOUT TIME THAT TWERP
. KNOW BETTER THAN TO Ak IF YOU REALIZED THERE'S A PECKING RUTHI
o WHNT TO GO HAVE LLIWCH. CEDEE AEOLWD HERE.
7 HE CAN [— BoT - F iy HE |
T Tl
BE TAUGHT. TOP OF IT I5~-
o
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ITS "BLLIE" RIGHT?
: LET #E GUESS, THAT WAS YOUR
AR T RECOCHIZE | UNKEMPT, SLEEP-PANTSED OV
FRIEND IV HIS "WiLK OF
FACEBUREDVA L D

LISTEN TDON'T HAVE ALL DAY THE || T HAVEN'T EVEN TALKED TO HER YETI
ONVLY EEASON YOU EVEN HAVE SAL COMES IV AFTEE I GO TO SLEEF AND
MY ATTENTION AT THE MOWENT IS

THAT I DON'T YET HAVE YDUR
. ROOMMATE AGREENEN

L EAVES BEFORE T WkE UPl__—=

THAT IS A DRTYRETIRDED LITTLE FREAK
OF ASSOCIATE WITH OH

GO COLLESE 5 STUPID ENDLIGH WITH-

g% FUCKING EVERYTHING LP FOR

GPILE Costious Yo "

QUT

IT LookED ALITTLE. .. SHALL FOR
, TOU EEGAEDLESS, YOU CAN HAVE
IT BACK WHEN T GET YOUR
FORMS., T




HOLDING MY CHEEEL EADEE
LWIFOEM FOE RANSOMZ WHO
THE HEL L DOES RUTH THIVK
SHE IS, SONE kIND OF FUCKIN'
SUPEEVILLAIN?

FOCUS, BILLIE! JUST TRACK DOWN
THAT STUPID EEDVECK ECOMMATE OF

YDURS, SOMEHOW GET HEE. TO SIGN

THE AGEEEMENT FOEM, AND YOULL
GET YOUR ﬂruim UNIFCE M
BACK.

I TEND TO FOCUS BETTER
AFTEE. A SHOT OF. TWD OF
WHISKEY

Billie thinks like | do, except replace “whiskey” with “Taco Bell.” Well, no. Keep the whiskey, add Taco Bell.

HEY BECKY GULESS WHD HAS A
EEAL DATE mﬁtg;;’ 5 WITH A EEAL

IS THIS YOUR
FANCY WAY OF TELLING
ME YOU'VE RENTED
PINOCCHIO?

Platitudes are so contradictory.

HOLY CEAP THAT'S GEEAT JovCEl
S0 |5 HE CUTE?

o
WELLLL, -

HE'S TALL, DARK, AND ) |
HANDSOME. AN LH, ‘

JEWTSHL

JOYCE! WHAT DID PASTOR, SAY
ABOUT DATING MONCHRISTIANS'?
ITS ONLY BEEN LIKE, THEEE DAYS
AT COLLEGE AND YOL'EE TELLING

ME THIS? ISI‘HDI\-@TTDFFT

ANYONE CHANGE YoU!

BECKY YU TOLD ME YoU WANTED #E
O "GROW INTO A WOMAN™ OF.
WHATEVEE.

WELL, T PICK,
THE ADVICE THAT LETS
ME GET TO DﬂrE ACUTE




DON'T FREAK OUT ON #E BECKY || — Ybu koW WHAT WHATEVEE. || OH SARAH? SHE'S PRETTY COOL,
S0 HE'S NOT CHEISTIAN. DOESN'T LET'S CHANGE THE SUBTECT. I GUESS. s.tr;sc AFRICAN-
MEAN THAT CAN'T CHANGE. HOW'S HAVING 4 EO, TE? AVEEICAN? BL WHATEVEE

HAS SHE REPLACED #% IN YOUR YOU CALL IT? WHICH IS PRETTY
HEART, YET? NEAT, REALLY

THE LAST THING 1
“l IF TD WANTED TO GO TO A GOOD AT RIS NOW 15 O DON'T EVEN THIVK
p—— COMPUTEE. Scmsﬁ!?ﬁ.,:mtwq bE A8 pasd: ABOUT %km e
mﬁﬁmﬂﬁm% PEOPLE.
COLLEGE. HOPE SHE DOESN'T SUDDENLY
ME OF. ANYTHING! GOOD JOB, ACHIEVEXENT
i MORON, UNLOCKED.
1l GOD DAMIAIT .
THE WOELD CAN JUST —
GO PISS OFE
} 3 Ii
S b 4 - .--:'
— &

8



GOD THIS IS THE
MOST CLICHED THING,

BuT--

I SOREY. T GOING TO HAVE TO
STOFP SEEING #Y EX IV EVERY GIEL
I SEE WEARING GLASSES.

YOU'VE NEVER MET
#E BEFORE. LOOKk, T WEAE

_ RYe
_L'i-.:‘f. s vl

| S 4

N g

E‘. o :m%zmm ‘
P _E )\ YOUR, Uk LOSS? /|

ITOLD MY COUNSELOR THAT I SHOULD
TEST OUT OF THIS COUESE JUST FOE.

WEEKS WILL BE REFEESHING US
ON THE OF USING
A MOUSE FOR CLICKING AND

| try not to make my characters too snarkily knowledgeable about stuff way older than them so it doesn’t get all Diablo

Cody up in this shizz, but sometimes | can’t help it. (Besides, nerds research.)



|~ HEY TWONDER
OVEE THE HOW MUCH OF AN OPERATING
NEXT SEVERAL WEEKS, ‘ SYSTEM I CAN PROGRAM FROM
WE'LL BE GANING COMPETENCE
wﬁ{mﬂmﬁr Cmuﬁﬂ
mcnmﬂrﬁﬂ,&wms : E— msmﬁnmnma,i' A

.

Their teacher is a guy named Alex. He was a character from Roomies! who everyone kept asking about, so | threw him in
here so folks would stop asking. He was just a computer guy, so Amber and Danny kind of make him redundant anyway.

4

TDON'T THINK WHAT S-HER-NAME

S

BE READY FOFR. A THEEESOME FOR AT
HSTAFEWMFDATE&

| )\ J‘




[ Look, JOYCE IS A SWEETEE, ‘ : LKE YU SAID SHE'S IWEXPERIENCED SHE'S
OkAY? m#ﬁﬁwdrné%ﬂju THAT * 'nmm:n IMHI-PEK% 1;%
.ﬂﬂﬂr‘ SWEE T O IWGL

WEETE. S~ %w{oou —

LiPSTm ] muﬁSELEMWEE mﬂ j.[. kiD IEHFATEVELV EI mm’r HAVE TRIED Tg

RETENDING TO BE AN ADUL L T T ALWAY'S JUST MAKE

THE BEST. FINE. som%.wsmux mu%mmn YOU HATE ME
DICk ALL UP W MY ROOMMATE. MORE.




WE'LL PICK P FEOM OUE LESSON :
CLASS DISMISSED. ") { BLACK CHICK BUT ASk OUT THE FIRST
¢ : WHITE GIEL YOU SEE. “T# NOT EEADY

SO T'VE GOT A NIGHT'S WORTH
AT, BAM, ECOMMATE | OF WHISKEY AND THE ENERGY
WANTS m"oﬂ NOT. AND DEINKS TO KEEP ME FECH v
PASSING OUT. NO SLEEP [ STRTING TO THINK

ot SO THEN TLL GET MY
mﬂrgﬁgﬂ; fﬁ%ﬂﬂ UNIFORMBACK. A FOR ME UNTIL SHE SHOWS T'VE BEEN OVERSOLD

=
BE WAITIVG. — HER STUPID FACE. . ON COLLEGE.

(4

ﬁ.-??‘

NN
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YEAH, THATS
AND 75

5 THINK.

THEEE ABE HOW MANY DESPERATELY
VIEGIWAL DUDES W THAT CLASS ANDHOW | EIGHT, AND EVERY
MANY OF THIS CHICK? DINGL'S WHE SHE'S BL Fﬂ
AT THIVKS THEY HAVE AN “IN"
WITH HEE, TOQ




ING OF DON'T YOU DAN THESE BICEPS ARE WHY Goon
HAVE TO EFT EEHW FOE 4 CHUECH-GOWG GJEhSG GO Hﬂ:ﬂE ™ THFTK

WAITIWG TO #EET UP WITH
A CHICk. FOR. A DATE.

These 50 McNuggets boxes exist, but here they’re only available on college football game weekends.

ey






I.h- )
HANDS OFF THE GOODS, AND
T KEEP MY HANDS OFF YOUR THROAT.

MY DAD ISN'T HERE TO HELP
SHEPHEED THIS DATE PEO, Fﬁz’

HE WAN'TS IS CARTE BLANCHE
TO PUNCH ANYONE WHO ACTS




YOUR. NAME 15.

AIKE N\
DONT TOUCH |-

HEY YoU. WHATEVEE

YEAH,

WE WEED TO
HAVE SOME
GUICK WORDS,
YOU AND 1.

T'LL kEEP THIS SIMPLE. TAKE

THIS EIFTY AND SCHMEWHEEE

ALONG THE WAY TO CUE DATE,
YOU "GET LOST" SEE?

LET ME TAKE
ALOCk AT

1 APOLOGIZE ABOUT THE MIKE
AND THE PUNWCHING, BUT OUR
BODIES AND OUE MIIWDS AEE

TEMPLES FOE THE LOED, Wt

HAVE TO BE VIGILANTE=-

1 EITHER TAKE
FIFTY DOLLARS
OE 1 GET 1O
PUNCH PEOPLE
IN THE FACE.

WHATS WEONG? ARE
TOU CkAY?

-~ AGAINST,
ER, INPURE
THOUGHTS.

ELEVATOES
HEEE.







1 70LD You OH, MY Mom Took ME THEEE OH MAN! WE

IT WASN'T FAR. JUST DURING ORIENTATION. OH. | SHOULD TOTALLY

ABLOCK AWAY ACROSS ri'@éfs}j é,ﬂmgo GET'.I")EHFE;!I Hgé::k
THIED STREET. , R I

HEAE. ABOUT

HOW'D YOU <
IT? i -

SO WHAT WE NEED TO IT, UH, DOESN'T ACTUALLY BUT WHAT IF WE PLAY THEM A
DO IS TRICK YOUR mom ||| WORK LIKE THAT IV REAL SONG? WE SHOULD PLAY THEM
AND YOUR DAD INTO LIFE. IS JusT A MOVIE. ASONG. T LEARNED PIANG. DO
MEETING UE T WOULDN'T WANT THEM YOU kNOW ANY INSTRU-
AND THEN 70 GET BACK TOGETHER

THEY REMEMBER
THAT THEY LOVE
EACH OTHER!

\

Nt
Gitic AT

“Bass violin” is a regional nickname for the double bass where | grew up. Joe grew up there, too.




DUR HAND-CRAFTED DINING CAN You SOON, SOON MY DARK FIZZ A
EXPERIENCE WILL DOMINATE FUT THE BLOND \| ARMIES SHALL SPEEAD OVER
YOUE TASTE BUDS. DUDE I THE THE SUEFACE OF THIS WOELD.

AND THE NAME OF GALA

The framed newspaper article in the last panel tells some backstory. At some point in Dumbing of Age’s universe, Galasso’s Pizza
(and Subs) bought out Mother Bear’s Pizza, a real-life pizza place across the street from campus.

I MADE ALIST OF POTENTIAL | | LOOK, HEY ENOUGH T BELIEVE TESUS IS THE ~"SHE SAID SHE
CONVEESATION TOPICS FOE ABOUT ME. LETS MESSIAH BECAUSE WITH HIS USTS! T GET TO
OUE DATE. TALk ABOUT GEACE HE CAN HELP ME L PUNCH el
FIRST: WHY You. WORK THROUGH MY SINS OF UNCH HER_ S
DON'T YOU BELIEVE PRIDE TEALOUSY :
THAT TESUS IS THE
MESSIAH?

7@



NG IH SERIOUS. BEAR
WITH ME, HERE. LOOK, IT'S
JUST O6GY ADUDES

BEAIN IS5 WIEED TO THI

ABOUT SEx EVERY
SECONDS.

"LANGLAGE™?! IM GETTING FUNCHED
THE FACE EVERY 7 SECONDS! OF

; i
~__ COURSE 1 SWEEWG_ 1

I knoW
TkNOW TLL ALK O

MIKE, BUT PLEASE KEEP YOUR_
MIND CLEAN. q
‘;ﬁ i CAN T ‘
u GET YOU ANY )}
. DKWkS‘?

e

I WASN'T THINKING
ABoUT SEX WITH
_ JOYCE!

WHo WERE You
THINEING ABOUT
SEX WITH?

MY FACE IS
GOING TO HUET 50




PLEASE MkE. "

FLEASE STOP HITTING '

> Hm MaN MY TUESDAY
WIGHT IS AWESOHE

y G
HE iis

STARING AT THAT -..1-'\..--;} J

GIRLS BREASTS. | =Y % )
%l"u ]

. W

HOW 4Ty FIEST
DATE WHS SUPPOSED

THAT'S IT! 1'VE HAD ENOUGH WELL, IM GIMHE 4 MEDILN
OF THIS! T/ DOWE, You DOWE, TOO! YOU KEEP PIZZAWITH BLACK
CEAZY TESUS BITCHI YOUR HANKY-PANKIOUS [EAEL S OLIVES AND GREEN
WAYS AwWiY FROM ME, I Ths PEPPEES.
You LECHER! . O

FISTS WERE
INSTRUMENTS
\ OF THE LORD!



STOP FOLLOWING T{DON;
ME, YoU VIOLENT LITTLE A LIDON;Tggm,
WEIRDO! OUR DATE IS SWEARROKAY?
OVER! I NOT

FOLLOWING -T-'v .
Youl T LIVE W GOS%%AEM
THE SAME DANG ]

BUILDING, You
STUPIDHEAD,

When | was Joyce’s age, | was so against swearing of any kind that other kids would offer to pay me money to swear.
Like, in dollar increments. And | refused. I'm pretty sure that's gonna be a DoA story idea eventually.

I-- I JUST WANTED TO SAY
SOMETHING NICE. T DIDN'T
WANT THIS MIGHT TO END ON

CEUMHY NOTE.



AREN'T ' HE WAS JUST SOME PERVERSE .. WELL, LESS INPRESSED NOW THAT
YOU BACK ALITTLE SEXUAL LUST-HARBORING CREEP I LEARN THAT YOU WERE WEARING |
EARL Y7 WHO HAD AN EYE-WANDERING . YOUR PATAMA SHORT'S UNDER

FECBLEM. ‘
\ HE I5 MOT
o MA T IMPRESSED
JOYCE.

' EY ; : >y
YOU'RE BACK \
EAE--

JUSTICE  FUCKRS ‘

Robo-Vac is a superhero who’s half cop, half vacuum cleaner.
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GOOD MORNING, SQ YOU FIND YOUR FUTURE || GET ABOTTLE OF EVERY
_OMkEl HUSBAND YET? SINGLE FLAVOR OF MOUN-
@ b'b TAIN DEW AND #lx THEM ALL
|

TOGETHEE INTO A SUFPER

‘ { DEINVk
| T b i %
|

IDLIkE
TO HEAE WHAT YOUR
4 \ FOR. THE FUTURE, ( acTuaLLy AT

WAL kY, , PRETTY GOOD.
J’/ > 'lh‘]‘"\:' '
[

TR . "* \‘
1‘ ;gﬁ A .ti Ava lfr

ARE WE GOING TO SEE
YOUR AWESONIE SISTER. AGAIV
TODAY? WILL SHE HANG OUT



S0 DO YA ALWAYS DRESS
UP LIKE ITS YER FIRST DAY
OF kKINDERGARTEN'?

IDMHAPM ~
DEESS UP FOF. kINDEE-
\ GARTEN. IT WAS JUST THE

S0 YOU'RE, LIKE, WELL, YOU'RE REALLY COOL BUT MINUS ALL OF THAT STUFE
DX Cot) oo R i
AEAN,. UH, ooviousLx 0 BE MORE LIKE THE Wity THE SHOKING AND PROBABLY \fr—

THE TATTOLS AND WITHOUT ALL
OF THE EEBELLING AGAINST
FPARENTS AND SOCIETY
AND SUCH.

AEF
THEEE
CAMERAS?

Sal’s tattoo on her arm is of a robot spider. They’re her, ahem, tarantuguns.
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e~ HEYSIS. N | Aw CHlON. WE ALL SHARE YkNOW YOUR
WICE DAY TODAY, THE SAME CL ASS. WE SHOULD _| ROOMMATE, ol
HUH? - AT LEAST TRY NOT TO SCOWL
AT EACH OTHER. - AHM SURE
r i | ‘- n .|

. SHE'LL BE
SPEAKINV ﬂL oNG.

OF WHICH, WHERE'S
BILLIE?

MAn, JOES
WY HOTTER THAN

MIJEH ING.

I DON'T
Al Go DOWN THAT
[\ ROAD DUDE. /|

79



| — I CAN'T BELIEVE You. You WERE
i ey, 0 oreaneLare I FTER ANCTHER CRI JUST oy KNOW, COME TO ‘
\JHE HELL WAS AT . THIVK, SHE DID WANT TO FILA

IT. 50 MAYBE SHE WAS A

—
FAILED AND T WINE AFTER ALL.

MOVED ON.

g =k

HOW DO YOU kNOW YOU'RE NOT SHE SAID SHE WAS ON THE OW A DATE
GONNA Efg?c :iﬁ_ %% OF, LIKE, FILL, MAN. BELIEVE HEE? PEOTECT YOUESELF

SO YOU'VE SLEPT WITH A STEANGEE. HEY T NOT STUPID. C MAYBE SHE WAS LYING! mnmﬁm WHEN YOURE
DOW'T PROCEEATE!

| work with a several-week buffer of strips, and before this strip published, there was some sort of national brouhaha
8¢ about Planned Parenthood potentially losing its funding.



LISE PEOTECTION DON'T MAKE
A MSTHkE!
SEXUAL FREFDOMS YDUES
O TAKE!

& A
B A7 X
=R

But Planned Parenthood persevered, as they tend to, and these strips didn’t become anachronisms before they were
published.

TOU MEAN YOUR
"DEAGON" CHEER-
LEADEE OUTFIT?




YU kNOW YDU SHOULD FEEL PRETTY BLESSED
ALL THINGS CONSIDERED. T MEAN I REMOVED
AN ENTIRE LETTER FROM YOUR. CHEERLEADER

OUTFIT, ANDIT'S STILL A WORD.

BUT IF TDON'T GET YOUR ROOMMATE
QSEFFJ'EHTéDu}'MEOW WON'T BE A5
GOOD TO I MEAN "DRAGO"? O

"EAGON™? THAT'S JUST GOING TO LOOK
E

EIDICULG-

TH— THERE'S A FIGHT OR
SOMETHING GOING ON

ou .
TSIDE. EVERYONE

IS COMING oUT TO
] WATCH.

£




SO IS THIS HOW IT'S GOING TO Y TOURE THE E.A

BE, BILLIE? YOU GOT IN A
LUCKY SHOT. LAST I CHECKED MOST BORING
T CREAVED YOU IV A FAIR FIGHT EVER! .

\ BACK THERE!

SN

You CAN'T GET AWy WITH THIS, EUTH. THE DOEM| | THEY kNOW T ELN A TIGHT
WILL TOTALLY FIBE You WHEN THEY FIND ouT | | FUCKIN' SHIP UP HERE. N
YOU'RE A TYEANT WHO STEALS OUR STUFF ALAEMS.
AND STHETS FIGHTS.

This was the worst weekend cliffhanger ever. Seriously, what is going on? Everyone was all whaaaaaaaaaaaaa?



You CARRIED ME?
HoW #MLICH Do YU
WEIGH?

MY BONES WERE- [T0RA]
~~EENDEEFD SUPEE DENSE W A
.-‘}Ifﬁﬂl ==ty 4 LAB HCCJDFI'-'E___

= TH5 IS5
WHERE YOU GET
OFF
—

Some folks saw this as a shot at Billie’s heftiness, but, c’'mon dudes, Amazi-Girl is carrying someone basically her exact
8Y size. That’s gonna wind anybody.



— ' I'D RATHER SUFFER W THE DEATH
- -;-WHATDQWU = w?sﬁm
50 WHATS . veo | THINKDUNGEONS ¥ ik THAT KIND OF YKNOW
WITH THE GET-LP? - & DRAGONS IS7 4 STAMINA, YOU COULD DEOF THAT
DID YOU #AKE THAT NERD STUFF EASY AND BE LIE,
YDURSELF” ACHEERLEADERE CR. 4]

PITS OF DOCTOR CYBORG,

++ - SHE COLY D HAVE JUST
SAID "I WOULD EATHEE.
D"

T reAL mew pow'T IF SHE WASN'T HERE TO TURN IN MAYBEWE Ny~ MAYBE I
N T LIKE TO FOLLOW HER MOTES, SHE'S SO IN
MAN DIRECTIONS. # YEAH, WHLK TROUBLE!
EFALLY SHETING YOU'RE A EEAL
e aS ALL AZHZH ﬁr{ EULL YOUR NOTES
L . L
st s LR D FVER SWEAR. THE TA. SAID HE WERE A DRAWING OF
HAVE TO FOLLOW THE SEE BILLIE? et 3
STEPS.
~ \F
-
Z
S
P uT
Do, AN AET MUSEUM.

&5



MAN I COULDA T- LY

SLUGG D%UTHL IF

THE CAPED NERD HADN'T
SHOVED HEE NOSE IV

Lo AN THATS PRAY FOR ME7 MAYBE BUT. .. BUT GUYS CAN'T ACTUALLY
WHY THE BLUE RANGER YOoU. T'LL PRAY FOR ) GET HURT BY AGIRL. GUYS ARE,
IS ALWAYS THE COOLEST | LEARN ITS NOT COOL LIkE, STEONG.
Hl, JOE. PUNCH f EIV

%, |
SAYS THAT SHOW
e pyareew \ T L i
- RELIGION. o

Joyce has three older brothers. She’s smaller and weaker than them and can’t get in trouble for hitting them because
8¢ she’s the baby sister. Of course she’s going to think men are invincible.



SEK oust

JOE YOU WERE N[ WERE YOU EVER REALLY SERIOUS | | OH, HEY STRANGEE. IF YOU WANT DON'T HIT ME UP
EYE-WANDERING ABOUT oma DATE? YOUR UNDERWEAR BACK, YOU HERE. 175 STILL
KNOW WHERE TO FIND T \
OF L‘DURSE 1
I WAS SERIOUS!
I WAS romtlLv ' g - '
i - ' 1 . -
U | /LA
a NII .
@ :

ErA Lkﬁg Amﬁ%%\( ‘
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m
SOREY! TDIONT
MEAN TO STAETLE

— =il oW WHo caN
WELCOME BACK. TELL ME THEIR
EVERYONE READY FOR | FAVORITE
DAY TWO OF GENDER MOVIE?
STUDIES?

IMJUST
AMAZED YOU kNOW
FE ESEF}DLIS 15 4

e

One of the downsides of time passing so slowly in Dumbing of Age is that eventually, thanks to this strip, my characters
88 will be fans of vintage films.



WE'LL WORK WITH YOUR ANSWER, SURE. THERE WAS THAT DID THEY EVEE. IF THE FEMALES DIDN'T LFg%thfm DOES THAT MEAN

TJOE. WAS THERE MORE THAN ONE | | PROSTITUTE AND THERE TO EACH OTHER? HAVE A CONVERSATION POEN PASSES THE
FEMALE IN THE HANGOVER?Z | | WS THAT DUDE'S WITH EACH OTHER, THAT BECHDEL TEST?
OH, AND T WOouLD TOTLL MEAN'S THE MOVIE
HATE-DO THAT DENTIST'S - DOESN'T PASS THE, T GUESS,
BITCHY GIELFEIEND. (N "BECHDEL TEST. POTENTIALLY,
Ve
- — SWEET. )\fe )
- T DUNNG. T GUESS
¢ ¢ ¢ wor. THe Movies igout | \§ ¢, & ;
4 THE -
) = == 3
= ) = m N
¢ ¢ CHANGING MY
- - ANSWER. BACK
o O DEBBIE DOES
T PEE 5.

W OEDEE. FOE A MOVIE TO PASS THE THE BECHDEL TEST ISN'T | | MAN T BET NOBODY AT W4,
BECHDEL TEST, IT HAS TO SATISFY A STEICT INDICATOE. OF LIkES TWILIGHT.
THREE RULES: ONE, IT HAS TO HAVE H WHETHER A MOVIE IS
MORE THAN ONE NAMED FEMALE a ECL FEMINIST OF. NOT,
CHARACTER; TWQ THEY HAVE TO TALk _
TO EACH OTHER; AND. THEEE, THEIR
CONVEESATION CAN'T BE ABOUT

The Bechdel Test comes from Alison Bechdel’'s comic Dykes to Watch Out For (dykestowatchoutfor.com).



THOUGH WE CAN'T USE THE BECHDEL

DOES IT REALLY MATTEE IF NAW IT TOTALLY DOES! JOE AN
e e Teerne o s e Ly i K e e 59 JOE YOU'RE ey
AEE FEMINVIST, THE E NUMEEE I MEAN EEALL
OF MOVIES THAT PASS THE

R SeE At | S
' TALKED ABOUT McNUGGETS
OTHER. DUDES, ownffﬂgfgéﬂi Sﬂ:&g n%#‘rﬂl}gg%ﬂ; JUST YESTERDAY! SHOULD TALk
TEST IS ASYPTOM OF A GREATER REVERSE" BECHDEL

PROBLEM.

BILLIE, I REALIZE THAT YOU WERE THE SUBE, IF You MURDEE. AND BEPLACE ONE OF
EDITOR. OF YOUE HIGH SCHOOL PAPEE, CAN IT BE

BUT THAT WOULDN'T REALLY MAKE YOU A SPORTS
SPECIAL HERE. ISUGGEST INSTEAD

THE DOZENS OF PEOPLE WHO ARE ALREADY
IN CHARGE OF WRITING ABOUT SPORTS.
THAT YOU SUBMIT A STORY. IF IT'S
GOOD WE'LL RUN IT.

THAT WS
A JOKE.




YOU'RE JUST A FRESHMAN,
BILLIE, SO TEY STARTING
ouT SMALL WITH A
SIMNPLE HUMAN INTEREST
STOEY,

IT'S NOT FANFIC! SHE
STOLE MY FEESONAL
PECPEETY AND IS

WELL, IF THAT'S TRUE,
THAT'S SONE

WHAT -
ABOUT AN EXFOSE
ON MY B.A., WHO'S A

MAYBE YOU CAN WRITE LP
SOMETHING FOR US. WE'LL PUT
IT IV "NEWSBRIEFS."”

YoU CAN POST YOUR REVENGE FAN-
FIC oN YoUE TUMBLE.

THE INDIANA
DAIL TS
ANE -

P

YOU NEED A STORY? TLL CUT You A
BEEAk. THEEE'S SOME REALLY HOT GIEL
WITH AW AWESOHE MOTORCYCLE OoN
CAMPUS. GET US HEE STORY AND
WELL Pm W "UETS" OE.

g1



YOU'LL NEVER BE A CHEERLEADER
AGAIN, SO THIS IS YOUR NEW SOCIAL

LADDER T0 CLING. SOMEWHERE ]l
OUT THERE IS A STORY 40

"l

LY

\
L % I NEED TO FIND
S 7 |cere o veko
< _‘  / DISTRACTIONS.

ARE YOU FREE 7 WITH THIS WHOLE BECHDEL TEST || HEY TMNOT THAT SHELTERED. 1
10 WALK WITH US TODAY THING, DO YOU THINK IT COUNTS AS || kNOW BUNCHES OF YDU COLLEGE
TALKING ABOUT AGUY IF TWD FOLK THIVK GOD IS, LIkE, A GIEL
Ut OR. SOMETHING.

=

Y ACTUALLY IDON'T
|\ THIVK EITHER. T# AN

That last panel has been very useful to me on Tumblr.



L)

Yol
T HIC! MY BEAN

ﬁﬁd

e — r
I — I

ALL EIGHT. 50 JOYCE, WHAT
RIGHT? IS THAT SHORT
FOR SOMETHING? { ficl)
) Hic!
i |
\ _‘w _ s =y




WELL, WHATEVER. COME
SIT DOWN AND TALK.
WITH US. WE'VE BABELY

My pal Gordon McAlpin (multiplexcomic.com) visited his brother at Indiana University and took some photos of Read Hall for me.
The backgrounds from this scene are sourced from his photos. Thanks, Gordon!

1 PAY YU PLENTY ATTENTION!
I CAN KEEP #1Y BRAIW IV TWD
AND YOU DO THE
;  LIKE IV CLASS,
RY |F O WHILE oW THE PHONE, OR
{ ETHAN THE BIEDS ABE % __PLAYING VIDED GANMES. ...
A\ EREEALLY ANGEY & \




AGAIN, AMBER, T SORRY
THAT I RUINED OUR PROM
NIGHT BY BEIWG GAY

1D PEOBABLY BETTER
GO THAVE..STUFF I
. GOTTAREAD.

y N

b/ YEAH, AND TD SAY
MY WORK HEEE IS
_ DONE



OH, YOU kNOW MIKE? M JOYEE MIKE AND T HAVE MATH THEEE TIMES
WE WENT 10 HeH schooL J| -1 AWE%&ESQ‘:‘DU'EEF&EVDE‘?

TOGETHEE. MY NAME

ME DOESN'T
EEALLY HAVE FRIENDS
S0 MUCH AS HE HAS PEOPLE




50 T GUESS YDU DECIDED NOT TO ROOH
WITH HIM AT COLLEGE?

THIS 15 MY
FLOCE, JTOYCE.

MkE'S OkAY T HANG WITH HoW
AND AGAIN, BUT T CAN'T IMAGINE
HAVING TO ACTUALLY SHARE A

'I-"h'r'G SPACE WITH HiAl

‘--_-_'_——_

THOUGH SOMETIMES T FEEL BAD BECAUSE
I kNOW THIS JUST MEANS T INFLICTING
HM ON SOME OTHER FOOE. SAE

OH, YOU'RE OVER IV
CLARK WING?

YEAH. GUESS
TLL BE SEEING YBU




OH, 50 YOU MUST HAVE
. TOIE "SEGAL," HUH? BETWEEN Hift AND YOUR] | WELL, MAYSE TIUST HAVE AN AFFIVITY
ﬂg'm. - TALKED FOR AWHOLE 30 | "scr "5 im0R." 4RE YOU SOWE SORT OF FOR GOD'S CHOSEN PEOPLE.
TEW CHASER OF SONETHING?

%lu

t" ’Jl 71\

L SR







a
. | I

o

Joyce/Sarah and Billie/Sal’s rooms are connected by a half-bath which the two rooms share. Some folks express
|6  skepticism when they learn this, but it's how Read Hall is set up in real life!



| .
' r
=L
’ ]
)

[ SARAH, COME MEET OUR NEIGHBOR,
Bl L IE! SHE SHAEES OUE HALF- II
BATH.
- 11

Q 9 y ‘-:.5':'-

e
) AR
W e, _ 0
7 = ~A 0,7

ME
THE ROOM.

DON'T TKE IT PEESONALLY BILLIE
IDONT THIVK SAEAH LIKES

: ANYBODY = 1
YOU kEEF TALKING

ABOUT ME LIKE TH NOT
. W <
\ 1 Ty
B




LIKE A FRATHOUSE FARTY.

~=

SAEAH, WHY WEEE You IDONT LIkE HEE. SHE'S JUST ANOTHEE HIGH DON'T HANG MY PARENTS DIDW'T LET ME DO
SO MEAN TOBLLE? 1 SCHOOL PRIMADONNA HERE ONLY TO GET AzomwmnEm SHES ANYTHING FOR I8 YEARS! T/

>

S 16.,.‘_,}."3 _ ﬁ
2.
0

r.

That is the principle upon which | was raised.
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JENNIFERA
EILLINGSWORTH

Hometown: Evansville, Indiana

Major: Journalism

Likes: Alcohol, high school, cheerleading, football
players, alcohol

Back in high school, Billie was the editor of the school
newspaper, the cheerleading captain, and the prom
queen. In college, she’s basically nothing. Well, she’s an
alcoholic. That’s something.

If you look like a step in the social ladder, Billie will be
your best friend. If you look like a nerd, Billie will ignore
your existence. She’s not aware yet that things work a
little differently outside of high school.

(Not VERY differently, but differently enough.)

192




FOEE WE WEITE THEM OFE I FEEL T AT LEAST NEED TO
EVEN THE BAD FPEOFLE. TEY TWANT TO FIWD THE
GOOD W PEOFLE.

LIKE THIS HEADLINE HERE ABOUT SOME RETHRDO
WHO WitS CAUGHT BANGIN THE LITTLE SISTER

PUBLISHED S0 WE CAV

KEEF UP ON WHO'S A
DUMBASS TODAY.



5-5Q JOE, THAT GIRL YouU HAD
TAP. OVER YESTERDAY DID YU CATCH

THFPPIT Y
s TAPLTAP,

AP,




(' THE GUY W THAT VIDEQ. .. AND WHEN A FOLITICAL
! CANDIDATE'S kID SISTER
I WENT TO HIGH SCHOOL D JUsT GO Scm E?"ﬁy
TAPE, THAT IS kINDA
VEWS.

WITH HIHL

T DIDN'T COME HERE TO DO THE DESANTO EVER SCE SCHOOL | NG TNEED FACTS. ==
STORY. TWANT TO COVER THE CAMPUS /) ||| STARTED THeRe Ve seew | | ENEED EVIDENCE L, “AGRLFRENDD)=
m”ﬁ‘“m REFORTS Of - INEED TITILLATION. L =
ARE BEWG RESCUED HEAR SAY, WEE i —
BY 4 THE DESANTO o
STOEY HAS A HOWD mﬁ ot
| X 5, oz~ (.
{1\ _
o v
THING
IS JusT
A5 LEGITWATE A
STORY 45—

Drawing hands wielding scissors is a huge pain, but | firmly believe it was worth it.
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DAISY THE CAMPUS THEW T HOFE YOU HAVE MORE . "
VIGLANTE™? P SHE'S JUST ANERDIW A
VIGILANTE EXISTS. ANDTH TO GO ON THAN THE INTERNET "CAMPUS VIGILANTE i WHAT THE
FUSS IS ALL ABOUT.

GOING TO PR wWous., LIkE A SUPEEHEEO? YEMH, L

| think Daisy just found a story hook!

I GUESS TWiS ABouT TO || T KVEW SHE WAS REALI WHAT | | T DUNNG. YEL Dip. AWHA7? ) [ HOLE W THE CLEAVAGE AREA OF
GET WTD AFIGHT, SO THIS DID SHE LOOK LIKE? WHAT || MOSTLY THE THE COSTUME, LIKE WHAT
GIEL IN A CAPE JUST CAME WIS HER COSTUME? SUIT LOokED LIkE SHE HAVE. FOWER GIEL HAS.
OUTTA MO WHERE AND = A SIZE TOO BIG. -
CHEST WINDOW? WDOoW?Z,
LIkE AW OVEEDEESSED
O JANITOE! WD WHULDA

MADE A GEEAT FEOW
FHGE SFLASH LRAGE.

) TS (2

ql\-

£
A

D— ¢ S
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DOROTHY T STILL WANT YOU ON THE DOROTHY ACCEPT |
mﬁﬁg STORY. YOU kNOW THIS wﬁﬂ MATURITY YOURE
KNOW YOURE A GOOD WRITER. AND oy

BILLIE HERE'S THE ONE WHO HET THE 45 : ./

7P Y

TDONT LIKE HER! THAT
WS 4 STARE! A
DEATH STARE!

GO OVEE MEE%
A5k HER. OUT.




WELL, AT LEAST
I STILL BELIEVE IN

DANNY SOME TUST KEEP TO SARAH, YOU'RE

ADVICE. .. YOURSELF AND TRY PISSIER THAY JUSTICE]

SOUNDS STUPID
WHEN YOU SAY IT OUT

=)
3 H LOUD DOESN'T IT?
1

JUST LET THIS
ONE GO WOEKING YOUR- WWE?’ ‘%!E-TTI}?‘EIHE

SELF UP OVER THIS ISN'T TERKS.
" GOING T BE WORTH  AiF,

THE TROUBLE.
—_ 1 885
n

See? More Sarah/Danny interaction. | told you!

OkAY WHAT
BAH. TIME TO GIVE W' TUST HAPPENED, AND
ROZ AND HER FANS A PIECE HOW DID T END UP WITH

OF MY MIND. B\ THIS AUTOGRAPHED



.. . EXCUSE #E, Tt SOREY, ... DON'T WANT TO SIT NEXT TO ME,
DON'T SIT THEEE. HOLDING THE HUH? WELL, THERE'S 60 MORE CAN YoU
o Sl T b At 0 v 1o | THAT THEYRE ALL
DY
BODY £ YU ONE BY ONE. LESS CEEEFY

YEAH, THA r
g _ THAN AIEZ

This comic required the creepiest-looking dude possible, but I'd already created such an animal as an incidental character
in Shortpacked!. So | just borrowed him.

THE LADY REQUIRES
LADY REGUIRE MY YOUR BUTT.
ESENCE? T
USES "FLIRT"
IT’S... . SUPER
EFFECTIVE,

11



TH, I NEEDED SOME-
ooy SCARY 10 SIT
NEXT TO A=

LETS JUST SAY MY GAYDAE.
IS REALLY OFF. AND IF—-
IF~= T DEVELOPED A RECI-

W Q ~ v
o N ) N
(2 r

Amber’s only dated one gay dude, but, well, y’know, conversational English is what it is.

SWEET, I
EITHER DESIRABLE OR
MERELY INCREDIBLY
UNTHEEATENING!

IDO ENTOY UNIROWICALLY

WATCHING MY LITTLE
PONY

%

1



AMEBER O'MALLEY

Hometown: Indianapolis, Indiana

Major: Computer Science

Likes: Tumblr, MMORPGs, Pokemon, Super Mario
Bros, Transformers, boys who won’t bang her

If Amber’s high school friends Ethan and Mike didn’t
occasionally try to force her away from her MMORPGing,
she probably wouldn’t ever leave her dorm room. For all
anyone knows, she never leaves it at all except to eat,
hopefully shower, and go to class.

That said, she’s surprisingly fit for someone who sits on

the computer all day. Maybe she has a shake-weight or
something.
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THE T.A. WILL NMOW PASS BACK YDUR.
NOTES WHICH WERE COLLECTED

I'D LKE TO ASk YOU SOME

STY I HERE AND NOT TALK NOEMALLY TD ASk IF IT'S Ok AY TO EECOED
ANYBODY! __— THIS, BUT CLEARLY YDUR ANSWER TO THAT
g HAS BEEN ESTHBLISHED.

Iy =8
]
mris: o=




Youl T UNDERSTAND NOW! YDU'VE BEEN
A SECRET MEDIA MONSTER ALL

AND THS IS AV ADVINTAGE WORK WITH ME AND THEN WE SHOULD NOTE THAT IF
FOR YOU TOE I HATE THIS WE CAN SHAPE THE LI JTOE Looks SMALLISH, ITS
STORY AND I THIVK IT'S GOING NAERATIVE TO YOUR ONLY CUZ SOMETINES IT'S
~ TO GET OVEEBLOWN. YOU BENEFIT. PIETIALLY OBSCUEED BY BEING
AVARIED WANT AE WEITING IT. I A CHiCk.
SkILLSET LOOKS M YES LETS
GOOD ON COLLEGE THIS
GET ALL
APPLICATIONS. (3 OUT OF YDUR
- % € ¢ |\ SYSTEMBEFORE
i é = YOURE ON THE
Zuill i P RECORD.
: — r
= ; 6_“",.3 ‘
DID RCZ TELL YOU SHE HECk YEAH! DUDE, WHEN YOU Y pon'T TELL DA DoRoTHY ‘cuz | | JoE SHE MADE YOU INTO A POLITICAL
FILM YOU AND DID S MEET A CHICK WHO WANTS TO HED kILL A BUT T JUST TARGET DUEING AN i
AR b CORISATLTIS IR e
MATTER WHAT. ~ r

.




Oh, the elephant in the webeomie-room.

.’: .1,. g c

-

;
m
;

ABRUNETTE DOR.
P~

EE YOUR TWo

V2 e ]

(N
SEE THE LIVE

i ﬂﬂ'ﬂﬁ}IECAM
B8 SHOTS WERE COMPOSITED TOGETHER.

i &
a -

11



\

) . N _ I Al

OH MY GOD HOW DO YOU OH MY GOD OH MY GOD OH MY GOD HAS
kNOW HEE DD YoU SEE SHE, UM, SAVED EVERYDNE SEEN AMAZI-GIRL EXCEPT

= HER...? ME TOG
SANE 45

any

HiA.




I# SOREY THAT T FOFFED EUINED YOUE LIFE? DAMNY DORCTHY THE PROBLEM
T T T LAk | MR
U Ve N 'S0 FO0R Divs] 100 ||/ FLKED AR~
: HAVE FOUR YEARS Here. ||\ BECAUSE SHE REAINDED )
L YOULL DO IT AGAIN. _ #E OF You




TN DONE TALKING TO JOE. || YOU AT LEAST AGREE THAT MAYEE... Eﬁmmur?é&%%g

I MADE THE RIGHT DECISION ]
RIGHT? LETTING YOU GO7 I SEND YOU A BIG-BREASTED RALF-
NOT STEINGING YDU ALONG ; ASIAN GIRL TO IWTERVIEW YOU

ABOUT AMAZI-GIEL.

- WHOOPS. TURNS OUT T
JUST #UDE THAT UP RIGHT

WA ?‘%




WHAT? 1 THOUGHT T WS THINKING . . . "CAPTAIN
OH, AND GET THAT GETTING TO NAKE NEEDETTE!"
THIS — THE VIGILANTE Y|  HER WilS OWE OF THE
HASAMHTS PERKS OF BEING A

HIDEl EUTH |5

D
AND BEENSTEINV SHIT,
THAT "‘gﬂ’“"”’

| wanted to do a pun on “Bernstein” that suggested Billie gets the journalist mixed up with the “Berenstein Bears,” but |
thought it was spelled “Bearenstein,” and it's not, so the pun wouldn’t work. "y



YOU TWD STAY STILL | ' T HATE“
? PRETTY
THWGSI

MDBEGUETIM OFF 1O
DO SOME INVESTIGATIVE

IS THIS A COMPLETE COLLECTION ANY CHANCE OPENING UP TO
- 4, WOl OF "THE HEAD ALIEN" COMIC BOOKS? YOU ABOUT OUR. SHARED
YEAH, TGET IT U kNOW BEFORE THEY EEE)UGHT IWTERESTS WILL BREAK THE

[ YOU'RE SHITTEN WITH #E. ICE, OR AMT JUST PUTTING
IT'S CHEEMING. .. W VEEY : : mv%mggmskucsm

o
NS
.xf.ff

r_" 1
/l.[
F EHRI

The name of the comic book artist who created Dexter and Monkey Master in this universe is “David Willis.” It’s true!

Frr
qu

=37 34

- "'




WALKY ITS IMPOETANT THAT

YOU kNOW IT'S FLATTERING

AND ALL, BUT YOU'RE NOT
EEALLY MY TYPE WE CAN
BOWD OVEE. DEXTEE, BUT
THATS ALL THATS GOWG TO
HAPPEN BETWEEN US.

IWILL BOEEOW YDUES BUT ONLY
BECAUSE YDU SPOKE IN A NCEMAL TONE
OF VOICE AND % LOBIT AT MY _~

SETTLIVG DOWW HAESHES
MY DEEAM OF A SWEET
FENTHOUSE MADE




I AM RECONSIDERING kEEPING MY
DOCE IWLOCKED!
I




HA-HA! M1y CHEER. U=
FOEM DON'T WOREY BABY
EVEEYTHING'S GONNA BE

LEAVE THIS EoOM FOE

SWEAE TCANT >
TWO SECONDS. ..

——
OH, HELLG
bIE. YES, I kO

122



HEY IF I TELL YOU SHE'S FIEST ITS THE FRAT
MOT HERE WILL YoU GO THEN THE
DOEM ECOM. AL STE, THEN JUST NoW THIS

SO SHE'S EITHER CRAZY BITCH RLWS W HERE

124



LkE HOW WE CAN'T EEFEE TO GOD IT MEANS NOT USING WORDS SUCH

SOMETHING. YOU SHOULD HAVE || EXCLUSIVELY AS MALE. AND HOW WE'E. AS "LAME" DEROGATORILY
SEEN WHAT SHE WANTED TO "PECHIBITED FEOM USING ABLEIST ]

PUT ON OUR EOOMMATE LANGLAGE."

AGREEMENT.

JiNL AR
SRR N
o
L 1%

Mary’s t-shirt says “STARVING” on it because she’s an art major. Get it? Also, the punchline here kinda scratches the fourth
wall a bit, if you think about it.

] GUESSTLL HAVE TO

TALk TO BCZ HEESELF
TOHOEEOW IV



IM SURFEISED YOU'RE PILKIVG TO BUT YOU SEEM NMICE S5O
WHY SHOULDN'T T BE MICE
mmzmm%ﬂmmcc 2ACK? THAT'S THE SORT
OF PERSON WE SHOULD

TEY TO BE EIGHT?

BUT T TELST THIS WON'T JUST BE AN
ATTEMPT TO CONVEET #E |

THAVE ALITTLE

TIFE BEFORE I HAVE TO
- FAE ENoUGH. T1.L DunP
Gunﬂ'r‘ CHICk TRACTS IF YU

‘:\ P Ly .';’
]
“I F‘ f:-! .".'.':";H}:g

When | was a kid | didn’t see anythlng wrong with the content of Chick Tracts. They don’t hold up well to moral or factual scru-
tiny, but that scrutiny was never applied. Why would it be? They were Christian, the end.

DOROTHY AND T IN THE
CAFETERIA?

126

I DQM ?i WANT,
TOMNAK .‘.—"
F K J’Fﬂ"’ ps!
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AT LEAST T GOT WHAT T WIS
AFTER, EVEN IF T WS STUCK
IV A CLOSET UNTIL

oot 705

T'D BE LUCKY ENOUGH
To-—= #

BUT DA
Irs—

ACRERNGAITREODRE, |

“NOOYOUHEARTHE D

UGH, WHATEVEE. TLL
PLWCH OUT SALS LIGHTS
IN THE MOENI

BUT MOW T
JUST NEED A FEW
HOURS SLEEP |y

WakeY wakey!
ITS Eanl

ISN'T IT NEAT HOW
I CAN JUST POF IV
WHENEVER?

I WAS SAFER
IV EUTHS
CLOSET.

129



oHl OH MANT WE SHOULD GET EEADY
CLASS AGAIV CUZ YDU SLEPT FOR CLASS TOGETHER! WE CAN BE
THEOUGH IT. ISN'T THAT SHOWER BUDDIES!

=

SHE'S ALWAYS PUSHING EVERY-] T HAVE LOTS OF BROTHERS | WAIT, IS IT RACIST TO SAY "SISTER'? 1
ONE AWRY. IT MAKES #E SAD | BUT NOT A SISTER, RIGHT? | DIDN'T MEAN IT W THE BLACK WY1
|| BECAUSE TS REALLY T'VE ALWAYS WANTEDTO § .. NOT THAT THAT IS A BAD KIND OF
HOPING THAT TD GET TOBE |\ HAVE A SISTER. TO BE mz!mmeﬁm:wﬂ

GOOD FEIENDS WITH MY SISTEES. ’ l'

135



JOYCE, TKE IT FEOM A MIXED
EACE GIEL, YDU CAN PEOBABLY AFFORD
TO BELAX TUULUST A BIT ABOUT THE
WHOLE EACE ISSUE

SAY THAT SO FAR TH
YOUE. BEST COLLEGE

Shower drain hair was the bane of my college existence. And now that | live with a girl, it hasn’t gotten much better. For a
short while | lived with two girls and that was just oh my god no. 13/



m&ﬁm oL SAID YOU HAD AND IT'S NOT JUST HAE! IT5
HOW MANY BROTHERS? HOW oW ALSe LITTLE TWYCLLH'IPSQF
IS HAIR IN THE SHOWER NEW

O YOUu?







THANES KIVDLY
FORGOT TGRAG MINE

fmm - |
\ CAN AH BOREOW 4 WHAT?
N\ SHOKE? I —1 "CRAZY BITCH'?

The girl in orange is Marcie! She’s mute, in case you couldn’t guess from the sign language. She’s saying “yes” and “crazy”
respectively in the first and third panels.

WHAT THE HELL IS WEOWNE WITH Your?1 AH# THE FREAR? YEE THE ONE MH
YOU'RE MEVER I OUR. ROOH, AND FIND SLEEPIV' IN ALL SOETSA CRAZY-

WHEN YOU ARE IT'S AT CRAZY FRIGGIW || ASS PLACES. WHAT'S YER REASONIN
TIVMES OF NIGHT. AND WHAT'S WITH FOR SLEEPIV' ON THE FLOOE IN

LEAVING THROUGH THE WINDOW'? THE FRONTA THE DOORWIY ANYHOW?
WIVDOW 2] WHAT kIND OF FREAK _ EXPLAN THAT THE. 10

WHY DIDW'T A
JUST LEAVE THE DOGGONED
THING ON MY BED FEE. ME?

134



AH DON'T REMEMBER. You
BEW' THIS UPTIGHT BACK IV
ELEMENTAEY

——

“kAY FINE
MABCE, YER

SCHOOL. _

I LM, STAY BACK HERE TO
MINIFIZE THE AMOUNT OF
ELOOD SPLATTEE.

/ FEOMHELL ALOVE.
' -—._ -

DO YOU HAVE ANVY IDEA
WHAT YO 'VE DONVE TO ME
THIS WEEK? WITHOUT YD/
AEOUND T'VE HAD TO
ENVDUEE OUE SHE-BITCH E.A

Look, MM EEAL SOEEY AW VE BEEN SO HAED
TTEACK DOWN, BUT AH PECHNSE ONCE THIS
DANG #MATH CLASS IS OVER YOU CAN LEAD ME
BY THE DOGGONED HAND BACK TO OUE ROOH
WHEEE AHLL 515% WHATEVEE THE HELL

WAVT.

“Help” and “We’ll see” respectively in panels one and four.

MIGHTHIARES.
=

SHE STALKS ME SHE IWSULTS
ME, SHE STEALS MY STUFF
AND HOLDS IT HOSTAGE. TH
STAETING T SEE HEE W MY

TOU WON'T ELW OFF
AND DISAPPEAR LIKE

DID AH SAY "UPTIGHT™?
AH THINK. AH MEANT
NUTS."

\\ .
Rl e
I

A "

SEE? THS
IS A PICTURE COF
HEE. WHILE SHE'S




SAL, OH MY

GOSH, I5 I OH, UH, SUEE. SNO BIG DEAL. AH MEAN, IT AIN'T Wiy TO FILL OUT THE "STERED-
AHDID IT ALL THE TIME BACK | 5€ HARD. THEEE'S A TYPICAL AWESOME LONER

TRUE? DO You IV BOARDIN SCHOOL. SONLY| TREE EIGHT EY OUE REBEL" BINGO CARD.

A\ JJZ=T | REALLY CLIMG ouT ’ WAY T’ GET OUT AN’ DO STUFF WINDOW. r—«q
YOUE EOOM THEOUGH P,
s Taves Nl 1 THE WIVDOW? g VITHOUT SUPERVISION. \— "4 1D REBEL,
b AEE FINALLY GOWG v h’“" ~— {' . o "Hﬂ\ f
AT I ‘ \ Vadl
AT N
3 — . F - | ‘ N

-

MY PARENTS

’ BUT IT'D MAKE
: N

] DAVID WALKERTON. [orr 1 THOUGHT He wis [

DUNNO WHY BILLIE SAID SHE “kAY. AN’ DAVID g ‘CUZ HE WAS FROM
DIDN'T HAVE ANYECDY “EounD || AN'T REALLY THAT o “'g"LkS: ITS Eg”'” "WALKY" *CUZ HE WaS || INDIANAL HAL T CAUGHT
TO HELE YOU THEEE ARE ALWAYS DEPENDABLE. UR LAST NAMES. A MYSELF SAYING SOME-

AW'T CALLIN HIA

THAT. S'WEIR THING STUPID THIS

FOLLOWIN' ‘ER LIKE LI
- TIME!

FUFFY DOGS.

" WELL, MIKE

“kAY MAYBE
WOoN'T HELF UNLESS BILLIE WAS EIGHT,
HE GETS TO PUNCH PEOFLE. I A FASHICN.,
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HOW'D YDU DO ON THE QUIZ, SAL? 1

ANSWERED ALL TEN FEOBLEMS
COREECTLY!
' L. AH

[

etedi il
P |

r

R —

b
1

"o

WHEEE YOU GOIVG, SAL? WE
HAD AN ARRANGEHENT.

HOLD YER.
HORSES. AHM JUST
PRETENDIN' TO CARE

"BOUT MATH LINTIL

MY "SOPHOMORE



PEOFESSOR REES?

OFFICE HOUES AEE ... ETHICS PEEVENTS ME
? TUESDAY AND THUES® . FECH CHANGING OFFICE
" DAY oNLY 2300 ’ HOURS TO EIGHT THE
PLEASE FORWARD P
ALL YOUR COMMENTS - (N
™ MY;"'EACHEEﬁ :
DE.

Some day we will see the face of Professor Rees. Probably.

YYYEAH, THIS STAETED OUT AS JUST A CHAEADE | HONESTLY TUESDAYS | ALL EIGHT. SEE ™A TUESDAY
FOE. THE BENEFIT OF A SWEET LI BUSY-BODY | AND THURSDAYS FROM

ACCENT? IHAVE NO ACCENT. T SPEAK THE
MAYBE. IF THE BUSY-BODY QUEEN'S EVGLISH.
BUT THIS GOT OUTTA HAND THE MOMENT AH | 2:30mn TO Sen. TWILL GULTS #E.
GOT HORMONED ON BY PEEWEE HER AN, |  ASSIST YOU IN YOUR WHERES THAT
ACCENT FROM, BY THE
'ﬁ'ﬂl‘ 7 =

IF YOU DON'T
SEE ME TUESDAY IT'S
"CUZ AH IMPALED ATY-
SELF ON THE HUGE
k UP




DOES'T IT FEEL INCREDIBLE SAL, 0 Tike | 0N BULE MKEPT MY Ivikwiow, moroRCYeLE? “Less|| [ How cone BILLIE GETS o RIDE Tie
CONTROL OVER YOUR EDUCATION? DN TRUN OFF_|*YER CoMPORTABLE WiT e || MOTORCYCLE? SHES THE ONLY ONE OF US
S : ARRIVIV' FIETEEN MINUTES WHO'S SAD SHE HATES IT

r j

vardyvaq SEVA

(AN A
| \ £ ruirs inrossisLE, 1
\ WRITTEN LIKE THIETY

| o THENE SONGS FOE IT.

THIS MOENING T WAS COMPLETELY THE FIRST RULE OF MOTORCYCLIN
EEADY TO TEAE YDUE FACE OFF YET IS DONT--
HEEE T AM JUST AN HOUE | ATEE WITH
MY AEMS AEOLND YOLL
==DONT
MAKE IT AWkWAED,
ElGHT

_rﬂ"""q'




SO AN HOUR
TO SPEND BETWEEN NOW
AND OUR. NEXT CLASS,

NIGHT, T WS SERIOUS. IW

NO MORE LEAVING OUT
S THE WINDOW,

WELL, THERE'S THAT CHICK= | | HE WHO'S TIRED OF FAST FOOD
FILABIGHT NEXT TO IT. IS TIRED OF LIFE!

e e
ﬂ

WE HAD
WEDNES

4

AH LAHK GOIN' OUT THE WINDOW, ITS BILLIE FROM
FUW. REMINDS #E OF THE BETTER || WHAT AH'VE GATHERED

EVERTHIVN' SETS YOU
TIMES AT BOAEDIN SCHOOL. ON EDGE.

THATS "CUZ
I°VE BEEN DEALING
WITH THE FRIGGIN' R. A
SHEMONSTER.

Hmm, what’s up with Amber here?

4o



Ny

SO IS THIS YOUE PEESONAL TRAWEE || kAY You JUST SMELL LIkE CIGARETTE [ Yea, 1 6or Sone- SO WHAT HAPPEN'S
m&; SO T ASSUNED THAT WHS HOW THING BETWEEN JUST IF YOU JUST ISNOEE
YOU FLAMNED TO LOSE WEIGHT. TUES AND ME, COUsIY

00000
LETS FIWD
oUT.

O
; THESE HANDS? - |
THEY THIEST FOE NECKS.

SONE ITEMS OF INTEREST |
FEOH #Y ECOM ABE
HISSING.

I FIVD I SMOEF
LESS BY THE BY IF
I SLEEF O MY

— CHON BILLIE.
WE GOT A DLWE FOEM TD
FILL oUT. :




AL WALKERTON

Hometown: Evansville, Indiana
Major: Undeclared
Likes: Antiestablishmentarianism

After Walky’s twin sister Sal held up two convenience
stores, she was was sent by her parents to a Catholic
boarding school in Tennessee. Instead of being rehabili-
tated and finding Jesus, for some reason she came back
a smoking, tattooed, motorcycle-riding rebel. How does
this happen???

Sal’'s mood maintains a steady cool that can’'t be shaken
even by the strongest displays of authority. Though she
avoids most social contact and has few friends, she at-
tracts a sea of admirers. This annoys her.
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WH YouU “THE ANSWER] IMYDUNG, BUT I SMART
AT NTEDN > THE SWOWER | ENOUGH TO KNOW T CAN'T
<| TRUST THE AEDIA TO GET MY

STORY RIGHT. AND T DON'T

.. AND T READ ON THE INTERNET
THAT IN TOLEDO THEYEE TEST

Hey, look, it's Joyce’s catchphrase.

14y

1 THINK THAT WHILE YOU'RE NOT
INTERVIEWING ME MAYBE YO SHOULD
THINK A LITTLE HAEDER ABOUT WHAT

> ALL THIS MIGHT BE ABOUT.

|

Y E = =




HOLY GEEZ, T THINK MOST JUST THINK, THAT COULD | 1] YOU NG A DRUWKER
OF THAT WAS SHOUTED AT A HAVE BEEN YOU VERSION OF Yo
MAYBE. _‘

ﬁl

)
A\

NS

%
A3
pd

JOYCE, WHY DO YOU CARE A80UT J0ES | SEE ASOUL IS LIKE A FLOWER. Y010 o 100 s PETALS, | | THAT IS SUPERSTITIOUS, FEAR-
AND EVERY TI#E YOU DEFILE YOUR
SEX LIFE ANYWAY? BODY BEFORE THE LORD IT'S LIKE AND YDU WON'T HAVE ANY MONGEEING GAEBAGE.
I

EIFFING A OFF T
o PETAL HE
I CAEE ABOUT HIS )

4 F i

3

\

Joyce’s flower pedal analogy is something | was taught as a kid. Marrying someone who isn’t a virgin is like buying milk
after the sell-by date. Somehow this person has lost some tangible, unrecoverable value. 4



IS THAT HOW YOU'RE SLFERIOR I NOT SAYIVG TH SUPERICE! T
TC OTHER, FE?SPLE'? Euﬂ "FLOWEE" WHENING ABOUT THE C

BUT NO BIG. WE'VE GOT EVEEYDNE COURTESY OF DEAN #IcHEVEY THIS
SPECIAL GUEST FOR. mm{'ﬁ IS YOUE CONGEESSWOMAN EEPEESENTATIVE
FINE. 50 CLASS ANY WY AND SHE'S ROBIW DESANTG
TkILLED THE kIND OF EELEVANT T DUE.
DISCUSSION. TWat.. CELEBRITY THIS Wit THANK YOU
STUDENTS, rr . ANTHONY

oL

U A |
B,
. ﬂ o




EE DEANY HOLD THESE. MY VISION'S
FIVE THEY'RE JUST FOR GOCD FIRST
INPEESSIONS.

The previous strip ran on a Friday, and this one ran the following Monday. Folks spent a whole weekend debating whether
Roz’s sister was indeed smart and together. Glasses work!

AS MANY OF YDU kNOW T AM
ELNNING FOE EE-ELECTION TO
CONGEESS THIS NOVEMBEE,
AND T INTEND TO KEEP MY VO
OF PEESEEVING TEADITIONAL

FAMILY VALUVES.

MY OFPFONENT IN THIS RACE HAS

.. HEY PEOFS FOE FORGIVENESS YOU kIDS ARE VIDEO-PHONING OF.
PANTED MY LITTLE SISTERS EIGHT, PEEPS? HERE'S YDUE YOUTUBING THIS OR WHATEVER,
ACTIONS AS AN INABILITY TO FAMILY VILUES FORRIZZLE? EIGHT?

KEEF THIS VoW EVEN IV #Y Ol
IMMEDIATE FAMILY

FOEGIPF YOUE
DEFE AVITIES.

I FORGIVE
YOUE. STLPID

N\
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§  IMEIGHTEEN YEARS OLD.
1 ALS0 TOTALLY FORGIVE FORGIVENESS NOT WE SHOULD PROBABLY LEAVE THAT
THE LITTLE DICK MONSTER dccepTepl wepip | MY BODYIS M WML WA

WHO DEFILED A1Y kID e

SISTERS NETHERS, ' ELSE'S, AND CERTAINLY

e

TEACH, CAN T BOREOW ALLLL HEEE PEEPS
. Sag't-‘ CHALK? LV ALL T peees wio | TEE{’FK W OF:JECFEEW T

THINK YER A HELLBOUWD
" b
Df' COURSE

SLUT.
IS .-'I"l‘:’ DiSTR.H_‘T

g THIS DOT rs YOUR COLLEGE
- |

~<=«--;;

GOOD TUZ
IT TAKES A LOT OF EFFORT

In case Walky is being too obtuse here, he’s from Evansville.
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I PUT UP THAT SEXx VIDED TO

I SOEEY IF T UPSET THE
CLAIM TO SOCIETY THAT MY BODY

BEDNVECKS WHO VOTE YDU INTD
FEEE- | |15 MY O AND THAT 1Y ACTIONS
EEALLY HUET NO ONE DESPITE
ALL ELSE, AND TWILL MEVER | | ALL THE TUDGMENTS, STATED AND
UNSTATED AND TO DEMIONSTRATE
HOW FAE WE NEED TO GO AS A
SOCIETY TO ACCEPT THAT.

COMPECHISE IT

AS~AS ROZS GENDER STUDES
TEACHER, T D-DO THiNk. SHE HAS
SOMETHING OF APOINT. ...

...but she still forgot to consider some angles.

49




MAN T HATE IT WHEN OTHEE Y— YOU'EE STILL TOTALLY SO WHAT, YDU'VE DECIDED YEE

PEOPLE HAVE SOLID 11| conwe o sy "VALUE OF GAY NOW TOO'?

I ARGUNENTS. FAMILY ™ RALLY TONIGHT.
: PEACE,

HOMIES, DEAN
W (s

NOPE. JUST N
EEALLY GOOD AT
GETTING OUT OF

SHIT T DON'T Wi

YU DRAG
ME THEEE AND TLL
STHET kISSING GIELS
ON STAGE.

THANKS FOE LETTING ME
COMMANDEEE YOUE CLASS
TODAY TEACH!

EEESH, IFTDONT AND YOU CAN CALL
GET FEONT PAGE AGAIN ME LESLIE '
o

TOMORROW T L BUY A

HAT JUST S0 T CAN
THEN EAT IT.

AHERICAT FEVENBEE
TO VOTE FOR #E IV
NOVEMBEE!

WELL, kID
IH OFF TO SAVE




BOZ PESANTO

Hometown: New Albany, Indiana
Major: Gender Studies
Likes: Sex, activism, sex activism

Roz is a cheerleader for reproductive rights, both in the
usual general sense and her specific desire to be able to
film her exploits for the Internet as she pleases. Unsur-
prisingly, she’s a polarizing figure. Sure, this is a college
campus, but it’s still friggin’ Indiana.

Most of the friction is caused within her own family.
Her older sister, Robin, is a freshman Representative for
the Ninth Congressional District of Indiana, and is up for
reelection in the fall. Roz hates most of her older sister’s
political platforms, and wouldn’t think twice about political
sabotage.
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NO WY MY LESSON PLAN =
i) il ||| Ry
: LISTENING THEOUGH
ON YOU'EE FEEE CLASS
ALL THAT, AND I THIVK

"GETTG W A 1640 00
AT IENT TS, | it oGty our oF U
THE ADDRESS. SHELL AND EXPERIENCE MY

|

=)
1

Apples to Apples is the funnest game. Our perennial winning cards are “barfing,” “Batman,” and “wheat.” “Wheat” makes
[ 2 any adjective funny, swear to God.



[ LATER: |
TJOYCE, LOOK, ITS ||
NOT GOWG TO BE. .. YOUR "\ . THAT'S THE
KIND OF PRTY. IT MIGHT BE . N ) WORST IDEA T'VE |
b A0 EVER HEARD. Hl

"‘-

MR @
< B ‘B

| don’t know why kids love to hang out in Walmart parking lots at midnight, but | imagine Sal is likely one of them.



WELL, OkAY SHE CAN GO SAEAH, TH SOREY BUT I WON'T
SCUMNDEE THE OPPOETUNITIES YoU o BUT JOYC THAT PEACTICALLY BEGS
T'VE BEEN GIVEN. IMNOT TELLWG | you HAVE MO STAKE FOR JUST THAT!
M&;rfiirﬁﬂnfﬁ:ms THE REASON I

BILLE, THIS IS WHY
BUENED BEIDGES WITH YDLL

Billie is sometimes worrying.

SARAH, T GOIWG EVER SICE T GOT HERE, YOU'VE ' FWE. T BUT kNOW WHEN |
10 THIS PAETY WiTH || DISAPPEOVED OF ALMOST EVEEYTHING FRIENDS. SUPEE FINE. mmmn'ﬁmwsm
DOEOTHY, T'VE DONE. WHAT I BELIEVE. WHD 1 . EIP YOUE SHIET OFF MY PHONE
CHOOSE TO HANG OUT WITH. __— e IS UNBEACHABLE
[ — _
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OB oA ALL RIGHT. WELL, T GONG
o YOU SHOULD TOQ SEE
YOU THERE SHORTLY?

Nl D AV

Re YOUR B SISTER IS AMAZING, SHES
5"'[5- “EFMWLL‘. MS}ES
EOTH THE FIEST HISPINIC AND THE FIEST
FEMALE REPEESENTATIVE OUR. DISTEICT
HAS EVEE HAD!

~ r | |
17d . . : .I
VL | _, AN ||

lﬂm‘ hE r ‘. | j‘m\l\\ |5




YEAH, AS YOU'VE PROBABLY ||  T'VE TRIED TALKING TO HER ABOUT THEM, BUT 1~ TH TRYIG TO HELP
GATHERED, MY SISTER AND || TLL ALWAYS BE HER LITTLE TWERP SISTER TO EXPAND MY SISTERS WORLD-
THAVE OUR IDEOLOGICAL || HER. ROBIN CAN BE A GOOD LISTENER, THOUGH R0 MY SISTERS WO
| DFFERENCES AND SHE HAS A GOOD HEART, HONEST. T JUST R Pl A
|| Tk SHe MIGHT NEED TO HEAR A DIFFERING TICAL
PERSPECTIVE FROM A CONSTITUENT HEE.
oWV —

AGE.

O AN EXTENT, YES.
DO YOU BEALLY .
BELIEVE THAT TESUS Iﬂf’ﬂﬂ-fg Frgi; F.-JE WATCHES
""“'5}3#&’:’%5""‘ k‘ AND THAT HE OBy VR T
o s e MEAN "PLACE A HAND OVER YOUR

BAD HAPPEN TO #E WITHOUT
A BEASOM. \ DEInk TD]EEEF FEQ:.\I'! GETTING

Though Billie is sometimes worrying, as noted previously, she does give good advice here.
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ACCORDING
TO THE STREET NUMBER,
Bt e s
ETTY QLOSE. .. THAT'S GOT TO BE

THAT GOD WATCHES OVER
US AND kEEPS US SAFE, | e DAL THEY
A I e
Y00 DONG? 1 kWOW WHAT IO THE NS N THEES | Nor e GRosS
_ PEAYING |S. WHAT ARE ADVANTAGE OF US.
YU PRAYING FOR?

You PEICRITIZED
THOSE REQUESTS

-~ . |'_ w .
\ . / ELL
o =
. ) Y OH, HE kNOWS
© MY FEELINGS ON SOUE
p . CREAM AND ONION.

The word balloons here regrettably covered up a very nicely-drawn Dorothy tuckus.




158

B-BILLIE . .. ARE YOU DRUNK ALREADY'? | | HEY T JUST A HOMIESCHOOLED GIEL
TS BEEN NO MORE THAN FIVE FROM LA PORTE, BUT THAT'S NOT A REAL
MINUTES! ACTUAL YOU'RE SUPPOSED TO

SILLY. “FORE 4
PAETY Y GET PREDRLWK, IT's CUTE
S0 Y GET SUPEEPEUHk - YOU THINK T kNOW
ICKER! MOEE THAN YOL.

a

QU

Reader feedback to this strip taught me that hatred of Sierra Mist versus Sprite is a real thing. They taste the same to

me!



THEEE SHE WELL, HEEE T WELL, HERE T
IS. HOLD DOWN THE AN, FEIDAY WIGHT, AM, FRIDAY NIGHT,
FOET HEEE FOE A HANGING OUT BY THE HANGING OUT BY THE
\\| g
i}
[ ¥
& ':ﬁ oy ’
0 3 2 s
= &£ £ -3
¢ ]

Be sure to watch the goings-on in the background in these next few strips.

"CHRISTIANS AEE TO BE ALEET AND
SELF-CONTEOLLED BELONGING TO THE
DAY, DEUNKAEDS BELONG TO THE NIGHT TC BE FAIR,
THEY AT LEAST GOT THEIE.

AND DAEkNESS."
SCHEDULING DOWN.

199



THANKS, BY THE WAY. T HAVEN'T TRUTHBE TOLD. THOUGH, [~ anp IT'S NOT LIKE PAETYING IS WRONG.
HEARD A BILE VERSE IV NEARLY 4 DRINKING ALCOHOL IN THE | ks DAVID ONCE DANCED “WITH ALL HIS
WEEK! ABSTRACT DOESN'T BOTHER | wicr™ BEFORE ALL OF ISRAEL IN NOTHING

ME. T JUST TOO YOUNG |~ gut HIS UNDERWEAR. AND WHEN ONE OF

ODOITLEGALLY YOUAL His WIVES GOT ANGRY AND QUESTIONED

DAVID'S APPEOFEIATENESS, SHE WS
- STEUCK BARE,

SO WHAT'S A PASTOR'S SON DOING AT HEY LOOK, DOWN THE HALL,
A PAETY LIKE THIS? SECOND ROOM ON THE RIGHT G%,

e s tiensant [ 8 Fino
HAS SOME BOARD GAMES. WANT N
ME TO SCEQUNGE UP SOME GEOUP NIGHTS BUT WITH
Ask mﬁ“:?%psms PLAYERS AND MEET YoU LESS VOLLEYBALL! HUSBAND

S TR

AA'-"-I EZ, THAT'D BE

QUESTION.

No, this guy hasn’t found a someone named Mark. Look it up in the dlctlonary

16&



[ Damn, 1 GoT THIS
FAE WITHOUT AN'Y-
ONE NOTICING.

EEEE GIVE US
SOME SPACE.

CAN O
[ BELIEVE IS WAME
I5 "BEEF™?

PAETY BUT I# NOT
GOING TO DO ANY-

50 YOU HAVE 4
DEINK?

No. TLL
COME TO YOUR

THING ILLEGAL.

WHEEES
YOUE. FEIEND?

LLLLUOOO S
#%ﬁ GLASSES.

FOSTED BEHINWD THE
COUNTEE AT VILLAGE

I THINK I°VE
SEEN HER PICTURE

Village Pantry is a real convenience store across the street from campus.

HUH, YOU BEOUGHT THE GIEL WHo
GOT TOSSED BY OUE E.A7?

1DIDN'T
EALLY BEING HEE.
SHE BEOUGHT HEE-

BUT ENOUGH OF
THIS. T HERE, AND
I JUMPED THECUGH
YOUE HOOFS. HAVE
I FAENED THE EIGHT
TO ASk YOU SOME
QUESTIONS

NOW?

{

OF COUESE! RELAX!

DO YOUE
WOEST.
.--"'__“--...____

sf

N

e |

ROZ DESANTG YOU SEEM TO RESENT

LIVING IV THE POLITICAL SHADOW OF

A SUCCESSFUL SISTER WHO YoU

DISAGEEE WITH ON kEY ISSUES.
WHAT DO YOU SAY

TO THOSE WHO SUGGEST YOU'RE

OV GAW, OF. THE FOSSIBILITY THAT
MEEELY BEINMG HEE SISTEE IS WHAT
KEPT YOU FEOM GETTING
EXPELLED?

— -"":\-':__.-_-..

W i

BUILD UP TC YOUR
WOEST.
EXPLOITING HER NOTORIETY FOR YOUR | ] /

kAY MAY;%

SHOULD SLowLY
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IT’S APPARENTLY THE
SECULAE VEESION
OF SETTLEES OF
CANAAN.

SORRY T COULDN'T FIND ANY- OH, HEY NO WORRIES! T FOUND PLENTY OF
BODY WHO WANTED TO PLAY _ \_INTERESTED FOLKS! WE'BE GONNA PLAY
BOARD GAMES WITH US. GUESS . _ SETTLERS OF CATAN!
ITLL -Trﬁ]; gﬂs TO BE US \

HEY I GOT YoU AW GEE, THANKS! BUT .;5&%1“%,?’;’;}@ REALLY GE W THIS EOOM, T
ANOTHER. GLASS OF YOU CAN HAVE IT. TH HANGING OUT WITH THESE 6UYS? || Am JOYCE BROWN, QUEEN
SPEITE, AFEAID T MIGHT SPILL msrﬁgouggﬁ?ﬂé.sggwun ' OF THE DEUWKS]

IT ON THE GANE. — .

Fa
DRUNK PEOPLE
THINK. T AWESOH#IE.
THEY LAUGH AT ALL
MY JOKES!

This book was really close to being titled “I| Am Queen of the Drunks!” | couldn’t find a cover concept that worked well
[62 with it, however.



SOCIAL CHANGE ISN'T CREATED THAT'S A GOOD STOPPING OH MAN, THAT'S GREAT! SEE? AND THAT'S HOW YOU MAKE A
FROM MAKING SMALL, POLITE POINT. T NEED TO CHECK | EITHER SHE'S FREAKING OUT | cOQTIE CATCHER. SOME PEOPLE USE
SPLASHES. THAT'S WHY UP ON JOYCE. FROM ALL THE REAL WORLD | tHem 1O TELL FORTUNES, BUT THAT'S A

I PREFEE THE BIGGEE OR SHE MIGHT BE, GOD FORBID. || 1770E OO PAGAN, 50 I LIKE TO WRITE
ONES. ACTUALLY f}fuﬂhgm SOME” 4~ BIBLE VERSES IV THERE.

JOYCE?
You MEAN YOU
BEOUGHT THE

LWDIE?

7~ TLL BERIGHT
[ BACK, MY ADORABLY
Y\ INCOHERENT SUBTECTS!
N, TGOTTATIVKLE.
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SHOULD GOT ATEXT FEOM MY MO, 1
HAVE FIGURED CAN You LOVE HER SO MUCH, YOU kNOW?
HOLD THIS? 1 SHE SENDS ME A BIBLE VERSE
NEED TO CHECK MY EVERY DAY,

" OH YEAH?
WHAT IS IT

I LEFT HER
FOR FIFTEEN MINUTES AND
NOW I CAN'T FIND HER IN
THIS CROWD!

« o« JUST SONE
EANDOM THING ABOUT,

50 YOUR
DADS A PASTOR?
WHAT ELSE DOES

T HAVE TO PEE, YET I CAN'T
STOP DEINKING THIS POP
IN FEONT OF ME.




YoU kNoW | Sl I'VE BEEN TRYING TO
WHAT, NEVER- GET YOoU ALONE FOR

MIND. ITS A Ck ] OEEVEE.
PUKEY MESS = FUCKING FOREVE

IV HERE. WE AEE GOING IV
FINALLY THE . THERE, You ,ﬂerHEE-

BATHROOM'S FREE. . FUCKING TEASE.

ARE You
kIDDING
MEZ?

This storyline had a very important self-imposed rule. At no point would | allow myself to end a strip on a cliffhanger where Joyce
was in immediate physical danger.

You LIED TO ME. YOU'RE TH=THAT ﬂlﬂr "You KEAP WHAT You M| I¥ GOING TO RiY You
NO PASTOE'S SON. WiHS TEUE. m::k W FULL FOR
HEEE'S ME}THEK WHAT You--

ETELE}}"ERSE FOR

And so one strip ends with Joyce SPKOWing the guy and the other ends with him getting clubbed. | wanted to tell this
story, but there’s a 24-hour wait between strips, and | don’t think | could personally endure the intermission otherwise.



OkAY JERK, STAY DOWN AND T WON'T
HIT YOU AGAIN. -

YEAH, THE
OLD TESTAMENT
GOD.

That last panel is why Sarah is my favorite. Keeping her to the background for most of this book because of her antisocial issues
paid off so wonderfully here.

|, WHAT H#M. GLASS JOYCE, ARE YOU ON ANY BILLIE, T/ GOING TO SAY SOME-
MAKE WYl DOESN'T SMELL MEDICATION 7 THING NICE TO YOU:

WE NEED TO GET LIkE ALCCHOL. You COMMAND
THEOUGH. . SHE MUST'VE BEEW N AWEALTH OF HELPFLL
. kNOWLEDGE PEETAINING TO
TEREIELE AND HGER.IHC

VEEY VEEY
GooD.

Researching this storyline was the worst. I'm sure the government has me on some sort of list now for the things I've had
|66  toinputinto Google. | felt crawly all over.




SO HOW LONG IS THIS FUNK LOOK, GIRLS, WE
GOING TO LAST? SHOULD PROBABLY cirizens!
GET JTOYCE TO A CAN T BE OF ANY :
FOE A HOSFITAL AND GET THE ASSISTANCE? \
FEW HOUES. FPOLICE INVOLVED. HAVE A FEN
MIGHT BE SOME G
MEMORY
LOSS,

WAS DEUGGED BY THIS FIGHT BEHIWD--

SO WHAT'S THE WELL, U, "AMAZI- OH, GREAT. HE MUST HAVE CEAWLED
5.frmr GIRL," JOYCE HERE THIS GuY AWAY WHILE mﬁﬁf‘q}f AYING IFEE
GUY T THEN BEAT THE '




AMAZI-GIE L

Hometown: ?
Major: ?

Likes: Justice, the night, playing as Wiggler
in Mario Kart

Deep in the corridors of campus, there
strikes something dark, something fierce,
something terrible. When innocents are
threatened, she arrives swiftly and unseen,
hovering over danger like some predatory
bird. And quicker than the eye, she is gone,
justice dispensed.

Someone’s been reading too many comic
books. Or has some anger issues. Or both.
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YOU KEEF AN FYE oN WHITE BOY, ELUE SWEATEE. EBIG I WILL BE FIWE. T JUST o THEY WILL THKE ME
YOUR FRIEND. TLL TRACK L NOSE. GASH ON HIS FACE. T/ NOT WAITING NEED SOME SLEEE IF A HOME AND T WILL NEVER
DOWN HER ATTACKEE. ANY LONGEE. T MY PARENTS FIND COME BACK.

PECBABLY

WO HOSPITAL. ... JOYCE,
o IT-IT"S NOT THAT
o SIMPLE.

THIS ISN'T JUST ABOUT US, TOYCE. Il D-DOROTHY 1 COULDN'T [ 1 WITH JOYCE. THIS TERKWAD lif  HERE'S WHAT WE'RE DOING. JOYCE SAYS
THERE'S A PREDATOR OUT THERE, || RIDE mY BIkE OUTSIDE Oug || DID WHAT HE DID IV ORDER. TO SHE'LL BE FINE. NO HOSPITAL.
ALERT THE AUTHORITIES BEFORE || WiAS SIxTEEN. MM DAD || HUMAN BEING. IF SHE DOESN'T BUT FIRST

HE TEIES AGAIN. CAN'T kNOW ABOUT COME BACK TO SCHOOL “CUZ THING TOMOREOW

_ . THIS. OF THIS, HE STILL WINS. MOENING, WE'RE

.H =0 SHOVING A POLICE
! % J REPORT UP THIS
;‘a > 2\ GUY'S 4SS,

My characters had all sorts of differing views on the right way to proceed after this, and not all of them were correct. Hey,
this comic’s titled Dumbing of Age, not Everyone’s Super Smart All The Time. 167



THANKS FOE I THINK T'VE S H S0 WHAT WERE YOU DOING AT LET™S JUST SAY THAT T REALLY
THE RIDE BACK TO LJTII'LE smr%nfggg ,’f:TI THE PARTY SARAH? I THOUGHT | |ENTOY AGOOD "I TOLD YOU 50"
CAMPUS. SEE HI#l SHOW UP TO A TOU HATED ALL OF US. BUT T REALIZEDITS ONLY

IT'S THE FAETY OF MINE AGAIN, I TACTFUL TO EMPLOY WITHIV A
LEAST T COULD DO. Wil PROMISE T'LL CALL THE CERTAIV THEESHOLD OF
POLICE. TRAGEDY.

IMEON BY THE

YOU SPENT THE ENTIEE
CAE TEIP TELLING US

COULD HAVE SWORN SHE WAS AT LEAST MAYBE T SHOULD STAY
THIETY FEECENT SWEATEE. UFP THERE NEXT TC HER DOEOTHY THIS
TONIGHT? WHAT IF SHE | ISN'T REMOTELY IT IS OUR FAULT!
STOFPS BREATHING? YOUR FAULT.
THIS WAS ALL MY FAULT l
e ——

SHUT U

GEESH, SHE'S
HEAVIEE. THAN SHE
Leoks.
FOE LEAVING HEE ALONE
I THE FIEST PLACE!

|
N —a

'ﬁb]
%

|

I JUST LIKE TELLING
PEOFLE THEY'EE WEONG.



YOU HAVE DEXTEE AND HONKEY
MASTEE ON DVD BIGHT? T
NEED 1O WATCH THE HELL OUT OF

SOHME CAR

PUT ADVDIWNTD |
MY LAPTOE

TMNOT REALLY A TOUCHY-FEELY kIND OF
PERSON IN CASE YOU HAVEN'T NOTICED. BUT
IF YOU'RE GONNA FORGET IT ANYWHY T
MIGHT A5 WELL ADMIT THE REASON T CAME
AFTER. YOU IS BECAUSE T DO CARE.
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This is a guest strip | did for Bill Barnes and Gene Ambaum’s Unshelved (unshelved.com), a library-themed webcomic which

does a book review every week. Sorry, but it only fits in the book sideways!




Dumbing of Age’s chronology

is still stuck in the late weeks of
August, which means | probably
won’t be doing many appropriately-
timed seasonal strips. But here’s
a Christmas image | drew for my
Tumblr.

| had a lot of folks try to “correct”
me by saying that Song of Solo-
mon is the dirty part of the Bible.
C’mon, folks, Song of Solomon

is about a dude being sexually
interested in his wife. Joyce ain’t
gonna find that dirty. That is proper
and right, even though it might
make her giggle.

Ezekiel 23’s tale of the two adulter-
ous sisters, however...









WHAT THE
FUCK?

Sal was the hardest of my older characters to adapt for Dumbing The “97" on the shirt Billie wears in her first appearance refers to
of Age. Previously she’d never going to college. She was more of 1997, the date that Roomies! started. | really like this shirt, but | also-
a nomadic superhero. And so in my attempt to college-ify her as like the hoodie. But then, | just like hoodies.

an enigmatic, brawling motorcycle chick, | drew a homeless man.
Billie’s harder to dress than the others if only because Billie should by

My wife, Maggie, was all, “Dude, what the fuck. That's aw- all rights be fashionable. Joyce dresses like she’s Rick Santorum and
ful.” And she was right, of course. She helped me as we looked Sarah couldn’t really give a crap. But Billie is popular. And so | felt
through Google Images of actual motorcycle-riding outfits. She more wary about putting together her wardrobe.
told me what had to be done. And | did it. Sal is Maggie’s cre-
ation. She’s our little baby that we made together, and just like real Fellow webcartoonist T Campbell and | sat next to each other at a
babies, the wife did all of the actual work. convention the weekend Dumbing of Age first began publishing, and

we talked about the problems plaguing aging male artists attempting
| knew there was some reason | married her! to nonlaughingly clothe teenagers. How do those Archie folks do it?
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Here | have some
images of strips in
the penciling or ink-
ing stages, which

I'd saved to publish
on my Tumblr. Fun
fact: | draw my strips
digitally!

SPLINTERED EOIEDSDFF I‘I'E‘ETKEET
ASSEMELE THEML

- IV - =

- "\ \Us

ETI

MY GoD You
PEOBABLY HAVE
WIFI HEEE Wow

DOW'T YL

IF YOU NEEDED INTEENET WHEN I WS
HEEE, YOU HAD TO' LEAVE YOUR ROOM,

WLk THE HALL, GET AN TOR, GO
INTO THE LOBEY AND W%Vr ;ih‘.-'

T ekuer,

WHLE

THERE GETAOR
E.GET- MORE
BOKES.




[TH-THAT PART
WAS TEUE

HERE'S ANOTHER
BIBLE VERSE FOR
You...

You LIED TO ME. YOU'RE
NO PASTOR'S SON.__

To the left is the image | drew for the Dumbing of Age display banner | take
with me to conventions. In real life it stands about six feet tall!

Above are some alternate versions of panels from the strips on page 165. |
originally drew the more bloody, violent versions seen on those pages, but
after some consideration, wondered if I'd gone too far. | drew these less
bloody versions and unsmashed the glass in Joyce’s hand, and these pan-
els were what first published on the website....momentarily. But once my
readers discovered what they could have had, a cry for the originals rang
out. And lo, they were restored! My readership is a bloodlustful group.

Although retooling the strips that followed to include Joyce’s bloody hand
was a lot of work, | believe it was worth it. Joyce’s damaged hand has
since been a useful visual tool. I'm hesitant to say it also represents her
emotional scars, since the cut is bound to heal much quicker, but in the
many months of strips that followed (as of this writing), it was a reminder to
her and the reader of what had occurred.
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David Willis is no stranger to the world of webcomics, having started his first series,
Roomies!, in 1997. Including Roomies!, he has five webcomics series under his belt, such
as the sci-fi drama It’s Walky!, its more domestic sequel Joyce and Walky!, Shortpacked!, a
look at action figures and pop culture, and Dumbing of Age, a story about college freshman.
He likes drawing comics so much that if he were to suddenly die, his strip buffer is so large
that his website would keep updating months beyond his demise.

Raised in La Porte, Indiana, David Willis graduated from the lllinois Institute of Art in
Schaumburg, Illinois with a Bachelor in Fine Arts. After college, he escaped the frightening-

ly-empty cornfields and hicks of Indiana to the frighteningly-empty cornfields and hicks of
Ohio.

David Willis currently resides with his wife Maggie in Columbus, Ohio, where he surrounds
himself with more Transformers toys than he can bother to count.



WELL, ToURE BEEALLY COOL
AND RAVBE T COULD LEARN

BLT,

YRNOW SIS SUYBE
THE SHOKING AND PECBAELY
THE TATTOOS AND WITHOUT ALL
OF THE BEBELLIVG AGAINST
FAEENTS AND SOCIETY

AND SUCH,

BUT AWUS ALL OF THAT STUFFE
T WOULD TOTALLY WilNT TO
LEARN TO BE JUST LIKE FOLL

ITS BEEN MO MORE THAN FIVE
MINUTES]

SILLY FORE A

PHETY Y GET PREDELWE,

S0Y GET SUPEEDELNK
GNCKER!

BEILLIE . . . ARE YO DELNE ALEEADY'? | [HEY T TUST A HOMESCHOCLED GIEL
FEOM LA POETE, BUT THAT'S NOT A BEAL
ACTLML THING TOUEE SUPPOSED TO
D& BIGHT?

YO THINK T kWO

IS CUTE

MOEE THAN YDLL
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