
Jonathan Rosenberg

1

“ Jonathan Rosenberg’s hysterical follow-up to GOATS gives readers a  
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examining the lifestyle of the extraterrestrial Murder Cops or exploring  
the Electric Donkeydrome, Rosenberg always manages to convey a sense  
of wonder, imagination, and good humor.” —MTV Geek

amultiverse.com

Scenes From A Multiverse
Jonathan Rosenberg

TOPATOCO

1





Scenes From A Multiverse is a work of fiction. All incidents and dialogue, and all 
characters with the exception of some well-known public figures, are products 
of the author’s imagination and are not to be construed as real. Where real-life 
public figures appear, the situations, incidents, and dialogues concerning those 
persons are entirely fictional and are not intended to depict actual events or 
to change the entirely fictional nature of the work. In all other respects, any 
resemblance to persons living or dead is entirely coincidental. 

Cover illustration by Jonathan Rosenberg
Book design by Amy Melnikoff Rosenberg

© 2013 Jonathan Rosenberg. All rights reserved. No portion of this book may be 
reproduced or transmitted without express written permission from the copyright 
holder, except for brief excerpts for review purposes.

amultiverse.com
goats.com

Second Edition September 2013

www.amultiverse.com


for

ALEC DOUGLAS

BENJAMIN KURT
and

with special thanks to:
Jeffrey Rowland, Holly Post, Rich Stevens,  
Meredith Gran, John Allison, Andrew Bell,  
Steven Cloud, Sam Brown, Chris Yates,  
David Malki!, Chris Hastings, Gary Tyrrell,  
Kurt Brunetto, Kaliis Smith, KC Green,  
John Keogh, Ryan North, Ken Hauptman,  
Jeph Jacques, Jeff Lowrey, Rich Kempter,  
Philip Hofer, Judy Hansen, and Chris Wall.

Special huge thanks to Mom, Dad, Seth,  
Amy, and Norah, for all your love and support.

ALEC DOUGLAS

BENJAMIN KURT

ALEC DOUGLAS

BENJAMIN KURT



VIICONTENTS

INTRODUCTION// 1
PARENTHOOD // 3

REMEMBRIN’ NIGHT // 4
ONE NIGHT STAND // 5

LADIES CHOICE // 6
THE WORST BIRTHDAY EVER // 7

VENN PRIME // 8
HAVE YOU SEEN THE LUNGPORTS ON HER // 9

SPACE VOLCANO PARK // 10
THE KITTEN HOLE // 11

SMOKE BREAK // 12
GHOSTCO // 13

THE PRICE OF GLORY // 14
PEER REVIEW // 15

THE LEAK // 16
THROUGH THE KITTEN HOLE // 17

THE GREAT GIANT GHOST PUPPY // 18
SOUL TRAINING // 19

BEYOND THE BEANRIZON // 20
AUGMENT HUT // 21

ADLER’S REVENGE // 22
ROBOT RAMPAGE CITY // 23

CRIME PLANET // 24
SPACE MESSIAH NUMBER 412 // 25

AN INVISIBLE SPIDER BY ANY OTHER NAME // 26
SECURING THE FUNDING // 27

SENTIENT GARDENS // 28
DARK ENERGY BRAND // 29

THE ESCAPE // 30
AGREE TO DISAGREE // 31

HAMSTER DRIPPINGS // 32
INFINITE PEST // 33
SURVEY SAYS // 34



VIII CONTENTS

REGRETS, I’VE HAD A FEW // 35
SCIENCEMASTER GUNTER // 36

THE RIVALRY // 37
UNCHARTED PLANET // 38

LOWER YOUR STANDARDS // 39
THE ULTIMATE TRUTH // 40

KIN SELECTION // 41
SPECIAL DELIVERY // 42

MEMORIES OF A DEITY // 43
CRAB CITY // 44

STILL WATERS // 45
HEISENPHRON DAY // 46

OFF THE HOOK // 47
DESSERT BREAK // 48

PONY TALES // 49
DRY SPELL // 50

ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENTSIA // 51
VENTURE CAPITAL // 52

THE CRYSTALLINE ENTITY // 53
WELCOME TO THE DEATHZONES // 54

THE BURDEN OF PROOF // 55
RETURN TO MEATSPACE // 56

A QUICK EXIT // 57
SCIENCE FACTION // 58

THE DRAFT // 59
PLACEBIN DM EXTRA STRENGTH // 60

TERRA FORMA // 61
THE FLAMING KITTEN // 62
MANDATORY COFFEE // 63

HOT TUB PLANET // 64
THE LORTH // 65

EMPRESS MRS. SPELT // 66
DIMVILLE DATE NIGHT // 67



IXCONTENTS

THE LAST PLATITUDE OF ST. FLAHGHNAHR // 68
TRIAL SEPARATION // 69

A WALK IN THE PARK // 70
THE NEW COMANDMENTS // 71

TOSSED SALAD // 72
CHEEZBURGER HILL // 73

ONE WAY TRIP // 74
FUSION FRIEND // 75

THE ORRERY // 76
CORRELATION LOVES CAUSATION // 77

GREY GOO // 78
DON’T ASK DON’T SWIM // 79

BUNNY BREAK // 80
HALF THE BATTLE // 81

FAITHING THE FACTS // 82
LOSTER // 83

HOMEOPATHIC COOKING 101 // 84
USING MY RELIGION // 85

ADDITIONAL BUNNIES // 86
FRANCIS THE ENERGY CLOUD // 87

SCIENCEMASTER FANTA // 88
THE GRAVMINER’S WIFE // 89

MORE ADDITIONAL BUNNIES // 90
MASTERS OF BUSINESS // 91

LAST DATE // 92
GOSSIP PANTHER // 93
THE YETI’S PRIZE // 94

MOTHER OF ALL BUNNIES // 95
GOD SCIENCE DAILY // 96

PRESS UP FOR MURDER // 97
THESE MODERN DAYS // 98

THE ADVENTURES OF THE SWORDFISH AND SWORDBOY // 99
BUNNIES FIVE // 100



CONTENTS

SURF’S UP // 101
SUPERHELL // 102
I KNEW IT // 103

THE SUMMONING // 104
YOUR NEW TOOTHBRUSH // 105

THE CONFRONTATION // 106
FASTPASS // 107

EVERYTHING IS INTELLIGENT // 108
THE NEXT SUMMONING // 109

SMOKING SECTION // 110
SON OF CORN GOD // 111

PAINTATO TRENCH RUN // 112
THE RESUMMONIZING 3: SUMMON HARDER // 113

THE FAR UNGULATES // 114
DEEP INSIDE THE LORD // 115

DEATH WISH // 116
SUMMONIZE THIS // 117

POST MORTEM // 118
REVENGE OF THE NEWS DUCK // 119

THE TRUTH ABOUT KITTENS // 120
FINAL SUMMONING // 121

X



1INTRODUCTION 

I discovered Scenes from a Multiverse in the form of a dilapidated 
paperback that had been left on the backseat of the Fung Wah 
Chinatown bus that traveled from Manhattan to Boston once an 
hour for $10. It was ordinarily a hellish five to eight-hour journey 
(time dependent upon whether your bus caught fire or not), but I 
hardly noticed the hours go by as I read the book cover to torn cover.

The illustrations were at times difficult to discern as the colors 
had faded and the paper yellowed, but more often than not I could 
make out the major premises: the placebo chemical discovered 
in the 57th Domain, the Kitten Hole of Earth Eleventeen, the 
radioactive space bears that roamed the Branes of Curiosity… 
these were all intriguing tales, of course, but what really grabbed 
my attention was the writer’s obviously deep knowledge of cutting 
edge theoretical physics. These were all concepts that were only 
just beginning to be explored by the best scientists on Earth, and 
yet when I flipped the pages back to the table of contents, I was 
shocked to see that the book I was holding was originally published 
in 1971.

Not much is known about Jon Rosenberg. Only through years of 
intensive research have I discovered this much: that he had no 
formal schooling past the age of nine; that he spent most of the 
1960s in a Brooklyn bar where he drank nothing but grape soda 
and vodka; and that despite his lack of education he possessed 
two incredible talents. One was an encyclopedic knowledge of the 
British television show Doctor Who, which he would quote at length 
in response to nearly any query presented to him. The other was 
the ability to draw comical representations of complex scientific 

theories and mathematical concepts, creating fictionalized stories 
to demonstrate their real-world implications. 

Where did he learn about these concepts? How was he able to know 
so much of these theories decades before they would be published 
in reputable journals? How did he memorize Doctor Who episodes 
prior to their US syndication in the 1970s? This much is a mystery 
that will perhaps never be solved, since by all accounts Rosenberg 
had no family or friends, and when other bar patrons tried to 
engage him he would usually hiss threateningly before launching 
into a recreation of a seemingly random exchange from Doctor Who. 

In the autumn of 1969, Rosenberg abruptly stopped showing up at 
the bar. None of the staff knew anything about him and assumed 
that his disappearance would remain a mystery. However, in July of 
1970 a bartender named Thaddeus Whitehall received notice from 
an attorney, stating that Rosenberg had been declared missing and 
presumed dead. A last will and testament found in his apartment 
left everything to Whitehall, despite the fact that Whitehall 
had only been working at the bar a week before Rosenberg’s 
disappearance, and he could not recall ever sharing his name with 
the man.

 “Everything,” in this case, was boxes and boxes of sketchbooks, 
each of which was filled with detailed drawings describing 
universes that Whitehall could have only dreamt of. In fact when I 
interviewed him thirty years later, Whitehall claimed that he had 
dreamt of them prior to reading Rosenberg’s sketchbook, and in 
vivid detail no less. He was adamant on this point, even offering 

Introduction to the New Expanded Edition



2 INTRODUCTION 

to show me some of his diaries that were stacked on shelves and 
filling boxes around his apartment. However, there was no way to 
verify the dates on them and so I was forced to attribute his claim 
to the creep of dementia made worse from decades of alcohol 
abuse.

In any event, Whitehall took good care of the sketchbooks he was 
bequeathed and even sent a few to a publisher, which resulted in 
the cheap paperback I found that fateful day on the Fung Wah. It 
was only printed once and no sequel was ever produced, which 
would have doomed Rosenberg to eternal obscurity had I not 
embarked upon the grueling journey that produced the book you 
hold in your hands now.

This new expanded edition contains sixteen never-before-seen 
comics, and all comics have been recolored to better represent the 
richness of Rosenberg’s original drawings.

In order to stay true to Rosenberg’s vision, all copy and artwork has 
been left as he created them, despite the fact that a few entries 
have since been disproved or otherwise amended. To preserve the 
look of each page we have avoided adding footnotes, and instead 
provide the discerning reader with the following abbreviated list of 
corrections:

Modern Uncertainty Theory, the probable basis for the existence of 
life in the Heisenphron Orbital (p.46), was conclusively proved by 
Gábor J. Székel and M. L. Rizzo in 2001. Though it was proved to be 
correct, the certainty with which it was proved ironically caused the 
instantaneous nonexistence of the Heisenphron Orbital.

In 1988 Michio Kaku suggested that organisms from the Meatspace 
Suburbs of Visceralia do not actually possess transdermal 
sphygmochites (p.56). His research supports the mainstream 
consensus that they have subdermal endochromials. Even if 
Rosenberg is correct, Kaku states that the sphygmochites would 
“definitely not” be used in any kind of mating ritual, unless the 
organisms in question were “total freaks.”

Leading theologian astrophysicists such as Ken Ham no longer 
believe that black holes were created with God’s enormous erection 
(p.96). They now assert that this was the origin of wormholes, since 
an omnipotent penis inserted into a black hole would be really gay.

Despite these few flaws, Rosenberg’s work stands as a true 
testament to the mind of a genius. If this edition finds any success, 
it is my fervent hope that more of his work is introduced to the 
public at large. Who knows what future physicists, astrobiologists, 
or cartoonists he may still inspire?

Rebecca Watson 
Skepchick.org

www.skepchick.org


3PARENTHOODAnd on the fifth day, the Lord made way too much pasta and had to put most of it in tupperware.



4 Actually it was Yogi Berra.REMEMBRIN’ NIGHT



5ONE NIGHT STANDI imagine Hendrik Lorentz had this conversation at least once with his wife.



6 Polymerases get kinky: Pol  and Pol µ are all into non-homologous  
end-joining if you catch my drift.

LADIES’ CHOICE



7THE WORST  
BIRTHDAY EVER

Smerlox Braff sings the #1 hit hypertune: When I Am With You My Membranes Become Porous.



8 The other side of the scrap said 876-5309 in ballpoint ink and was smeared with lipstick.VENN PRIME



9She loves it in and/or beneath the sex lobe. HAVE YOU SEEN THE 
LUNGPORTS ON HER



10 Crack baby, crack baby 1 2 3SPACE VOLCANO PARK



11The kitten hole is more popular than the panther hole. THE KITTEN HOLE



12 HoverGrav makes the very finest in Personal Constant Maintenance Devices.  
This is not a HoverGrav unit.

SMOKE BREAK



13GHOSTCOThe hours suck but the benefits are unbelievable.



14 This heavy-handed political allegory was brought to you by OilCom Protectorate.THE PRICE OF GLORY



15Most ensmartened hamsters can solve crosswords but they can’t drive. PEER REVIEW



16 Chips and smokes: two great tastes for the next five minutes or so.THE LEAK



17Do not look directly into Bob Barker. THROUGH THE  
KITTEN HOLE



18 You are blessed, for The Ghost Puppy lives within us all.THE GREAT GIANT  
GHOST PUPPY



19Animals with verified souls: axolotls, gorillas, chinchillas, weevils, mosquitos. SOUL TRAINING



20 No mites were harmed in the making of this comic except for several thousand.BEYOND THE BEANRIZON



21Early mood smellers became allergic to suspicion. AUGMENT HUT



22 Please don’t have sex with hamsters.  
The hamsters can’t consent and it’s against school policy.

ADLER’S REVENGE



23Robot’s gotta rampage, bird’s gotta fly. ROBOT RAMPAGE CITY



24 No one had ever assembled an entire planetful of mayors before. Could it be done?  
No. It could not.

CRIME PLANET



25Question 3b: is your name or any relative’s name a known killing word or, at minimum,  
a phrase of discomfort?

SPACE MESSIAH  
NUMBER 412



26 Space-Bavarian invisible cockroaches have seventeen legs  
and three hand-sharpened ovipositors.

AN INVISIBLE SPIDER 
BY ANY OTHER NAME



27Other known slopes: slope of permanent buzz harshing, slope of increasing slope,  
slope of razorcoffee beans.

SECURING THE FUNDING



28 You’re non-sentient and your mother dresses you funny.SENTIENT GARDENS



29I would buy more of this stuff but it’s impossible to find. DARK ENERGY BRAND



30 The Wish Patrol accepts all credit cards and functioning visceral organs.THE ESCAPE



31Technically he doesn’t take care of his own lawn, he pays hypermexicans to do it for him. AGREE TO DISAGREE



32 Templeton’s brain juice should be changed every 6 months or 3000 thoughts.HAMSTER DRIPPINGS



33There are fifteen types of animal volcano possible under the standard model. INFINITE PEST



34 Confirmation bias is a virulent and communicable disease in many multiversal sectors.SURVEY SAYS



35What do you mean screwdrivers aren’t made with vaginas? REGRETS, I’VE HAD A FEW



36 I like chocolate therefore everything is true so give me some chocolate.SCIENCEMASTER GUNTER



37Noam Chomsky was the Marilyn Monroe of Notable Lips of Academia, appearing in the very first issue. THE RIVALRY



38 Yo momma nature selected against you so hard your chromosomes fell out.UNCHARTED PLANET



39LOWER YOUR STANDARDSWe’re having phlogiston and chicken nuggets for dinner and you’re going to eat it, 
young miss.



40 This exact same thing happened to me once.THE ULTIMATE TRUTH



41KIN SELECTIONDon’t hate the playa, hate the haplodiploidy.



42 Dun dun dun.SPECIAL DELIVERY



43God created the multiverse when he poured Red Bull on his cornflakes, it was totally accidental. MEMORIES OF A DEITY



44 Crab City is made by crabs, for crabs, from crabs, now and forever.CRAB CITY



45Vacations should involve firearms and lawyers. STILL WATERS



46 No, that cat box definitely smells a lot like a dead cat.HEISENPHRON DAY



47OFF THE HOOKRival murder is apparently one of the benefits.



48 Dannon’s Meat on the Bottom.DESSERT BREAK



49Space ponies have evolved and been driven to extinction in religious conflicts thousands of 
separate times since the multiverse booted up.

PONY TALES



50 Hydrogen so horny, hydrogen love you long time.DRY SPELL



51Within five years or shortly before my imminent death, whichever comes first. ARTIFICIAL  
INTELLIGENTSIA



52 Maybe do a little dance for us too.VENTURE CAPITAL



53I could tell you the point where a human brain becomes a robot brain but then I’d have to 
destructively reverse-engineer you.

THE CRYSTALLINE ENTITY



54 There’s not a lot of public infrastructure in the deathzones but cell phones are cheap.WELCOME TO THE 
DEATHZONES



55When in doubt, ask Gary. THE BURDEN OF PROOF



56 Janet is single, fellas.RETURN TO MEATSPACE



57This alt text censored so as not to offend the sensibilities of hoverbrains and sexy rodents. A QUICK EXIT



58 If assholes are dicks, can they go fuck themselves? Man there is a lot of cussing in this strip.SCIENCE FACTION



59Twelve secret murders per year and five varieties of fish. THE DRAFT



60 The placebo chemical was invented by a wizard, all the cool people know that.PLACEBIN DM  
EXTRA STRENGTH



61TERRA FORMARudy is a very important member of the reddugg community, redduggitors depend on him 
for quality linkage, cut him some slack/karma points.



62 Unicorn murderers rarely get hugs.THE FLAMING KITTEN



63Exploding at the speed of light is similar to drinking an entire bottle of tequila and then 
spinning around for an hour but with fewer relativisitic effects.

MANDATORY COFFEE



64 A loving god would have provided a salsa fountain.HOT TUB PLANET



65I was dismembered by the lorth and all I got was this lousy t-shirt. THE LORTH



66 Hooray sandwiches.EMPRESS MRS. SPELT



67The movie was Good Hitler Saves Finland starring Wil Wheaton as Good Hitler and  
Alfred Molina as Finland.

DIMVILLE DATE NIGHT



68 Long live our glorious ultraviolet behaviors.THE LAST PLATITUDE  
OF ST. FLAHGHNAHR



69Man up, Bill, you’d think your balls were leaving you. TRIAL SEPARATION



70 This is what it sounds like when religious people argue and/or doves cry.A WALK IN THE PARK



71Commandment 4: Thou shalt watch Best Frienders every Thursday at 9:00pm. THE NEW  
COMANDMENTS



72 Big Maurice was born without an odor.TOSSED SALAD



73Personally I love the smell of pancakes in the morning, napalm doesn’t taste as good. CHEEZBURGER HILL



74 Followed closely by multiple reincarnations of Sarah Palin.ONE WAY TRIP



75Lukewarm fusion is 10% less efficient than cold fusion but 30% less likely to turn you into a fish. FUSION FRIEND



76 Explodite is used to explode things.THE ORRERY



77CORRELATION LOVES 
CAUSATION

All babies are potential protohitlers and must be outlawed and/or encased in carbonite.



78 Also he would have liked to have jumped out of a plane on a donkey on a segway off a cliff.GREY GOO



79Captain Snorkles is wearing a clever disguise. DON’T ASK DON’T SWIM



80 Sometimes you just need to draw some bunnies.BUNNY BREAK



81Reich on through to the other side. HALF THE BATTLE



82 You gotta have faith, as required by law.FAITHING THE FACTS



83LOSTERAnd also the most heroin-filled balloons.



84 Think of them as diet calories.HOMEOPATHIC COOKING 101



85USING MY RELIGIONCorn God is undefeated in online slap fights.



86 Goddamn look at those bunnies.ADDITIONAL BUNNIES



87Francis the Energy Cloud is kind of a dick. FRANCIS THE  
ENERGY CLOUD



88 Sciencemaster Fanta demonstrates the Boson Removal Technique,  
which involves good feelings and a fist. 

SCIENCEMASTER FANTA



89THE GRAVMINER’S WIFEStretchy like spaghetti.



90 Multibunnies can climb trees and do basic math.MORE ADDITIONAL 
BUNNIES



91MASTERS OF BUSINESSOr until she stops twitching.



92 Bacon fact: a slice of bacon is called a rasher.LAST DATE



93GOSSIP PANTHEROriginal Recipe God is dead, he got eaten by some people.



94 This is how maple syrup is made in Canada.THE YETI’S PRIZE



95MOTHER OF  
ALL BUNNIES

Aww. So cute!



96 Who’s your deity? Who’s your deity?GOD SCIENCE DAILY



97Murder, murder everywhere and not a murder murder murder. PRESS UP FOR MURDER



98 Toilet monster therapy costs account for 5% of the yearly household budget on New Phrenix.THESE MODERN DAYS



99That was the last time The Swordfish and Swordboy faced off against Doctor Pancreas. THE ADVENTURES OF THE 
SWORDFISH AND SWORDBOY



100 They can see your soul.BUNNIES FIVE



101Today’s comic brought to you by lots of Halloween candy.  SURF’S UP



102 Marriage is mandatory in Superhell.  SUPERHELL

amyrosenberg
IX



103I KNEW ITIn Ma’s defense, smoking is awesome.



104 In space years, that’s like 47 or 48 at least. THE SUMMONING



105YOUR NEW TOOTHBRUSHNow tell me I’ve been a bad toothbrush, a very bad toothbrush indeed.



106 This is exactly how it went down.THE CONFRONTATION



107I would copulate with Fastpass in both of its a’s. FASTPASS



108 An extra dollar will get you artificially intelligent whipped cream and cinnamon.EVERYTHING IS  
INTELLIGENT



109There’s a cream for that. THE NEXT SUMMONING



110 Meat is not a disease.SMOKING SECTION



111If you have to ask you can’t afford it. SON OF CORN GOD



112 Pyew! Pyew!PAINTATO TRENCH RUN



113I don’t know what that means but it sounds like a good time. THE RESUMMONIZING 3: 
SUMMON HARDER



114 The Far Ungulates is very popular amongst virgins 18–35.THE FAR UNGULATES



115Throw a few donkeys in there too, smash ‘em up real good. DEEP INSIDE THE LORD



116 p.32: ebola milkshakes p.45: erotic defenestration p. 64: magnetically induced  
involuntary skin inversion p.119: vehicular sexplosion.

DEATH WISH



117SUMMONIZE THISAnd your bowels.



118 It’s true, he wrestles a lot of cats.POST MORTEM



119REVENGE OF THE  
NEWS DUCK

It’s not plain terrorism, it’s more like poppyseed terrorism with a schmear.



120 Go ahead, try peeling a kitten or two.THE TRUTH ABOUT KITTENS



121FINAL SUMMONINGWell that wraps everything up neatly.
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