


 

 



by Dave Kellett



“What if we poured hot water on a bean? 
Could that be a thing?”

 -- The First Coffee Drinker
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COFFEE: IT’S WHAT’S FOR DINNER 
A collection of coffee-themed strips from the cartoon Sheldon®  



About The Book... 
Ever had a caffeine headache? Ever held up a whole road trip just so you could find a Starbucks? 
Ever fantasized about drinking your next coffee...while there is still a dang coffee in your hand?

Then this is the book for you.  These are comic strips crafted for people who love coffee:  
Everything from lattes to cappucinos, from espressos to big ol’ honkin’ mugs.  It’s a collection of all 
the best coffee strips from the daily comic strip “Sheldon,” brought together in one,  
coffee-shop-friendly container.

But before we get into it, let’s meet the characters that populate the strip, as they’ll be with us 
throughout our coffee journey.  So cast your glance below, gentle reader, and let’s meet them now...

About The Cast...
 

GRAMP: 
Our resident coffee addict, Gramp is a 
warm-hearted guy raising his grandson, Sheldon. 
Now in his retirement years, Gramp has 
become a fan of all coffees, whether they be 
lattes...or a whole lotta lattes.

SHELDON: ARTHUR: 
Gramp’s 10-year old grandson, Sheldon 
is the resident genius and sci-fi nerd.

Sheldon’s pet duck learned to talk when 
Sheldon downloaded some speech-
recognition software into his head.  
He now mostly spends his days 
harassing Gramp. 
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comic strip battle!
®VS.

Coffee cup lids?   

What humor could be dredged 

from such an ordinary,  

everyday object?  Can even such 

acknowledged masters as Barnes, 

Ambaum and Kellett mine this vein 

of material without devolving into 

lame Seinfeldian Cliche?  And who 

can win in this challenge  

if all fail to bring the funny?   

Let’s take a look...

What happens when one comic strip challenges another? Throws down the gauntlet to see who 
can be funnier on a specific, super boring topic?  That was the question when the comic strip  

UNSHELVED (www.unshelved.com) challenged SHELDON to see who could better tackle the 
bland topic of “coffee cup lids” for a whole week.  

 
Collected in the following pages are both comics’ entries, expertly judged by  

the much-loved (and much-moustachioed) comics journalist Gary Tyrrell.   Take it away, Gary.... 



®

comic strip battle: day one

“UNshelved takes a sidelong approach to the topic at hand (indeed, one might suspect that the theme for 

the week was actually “star wars”), treating the lids themselves as catalyst for (one would hope) future 

laugh-chuckles.  While not about coffee cup lids per se, one may hope that this strip is merely to intrigue 

the comedic palate, and prime it for what is to come.  An amuse-bouche, indeed.”



comic strip battle: day one

winner, day one:

SHELDON!

“Sheldon, by contrast, forgoes the subtle mise-en-scene and tackles the topic head-on, by name.  Coffee cups are contrasted 

directly to the also-ubiquitous “sippy cup,” leading to the classic humor trope of comparing things that are unalike (babies 

and old people) to show how truly similar they are.  Plus it has Grover.  Grover’s cool.”



®

comic strip battle: day two

winner, day two:

UNSHELVED!

“Unshelved moves to directly reference coffee cups, but in a surprise move also keeps with the movie theme brought up  

yesterday.  Indeed, the bombastic, over-the-top histrionics of “Braveheart” are most appropriate as a model here, as one 

can only hope that Dewey remembers what happened to Mel Gibson at the end of that movie.  Yelling your head off in a library, 

Dewey?  YOUR library?  Disembowelment’s too good for you.” 



comic strip battle: day two

“Sheldon also looks to complement the primary theme with the secondary theme of classic comedy tropes, here launching into 

the classic, “When I was a kid” approach.  Unfortunately, crusty old Gramps undercuts the effectiveness of this as, instead of 

pinning for the good old days of the Eisenhower administration, he reduces himself to a hippie tree-hugger whining about  

ecological sustainability.  Get a job and haircut, hippie! “



®

comic strip battle: day three

“No more time for movie linkages at Unshelved as Dewey, seeking to take back what little control he had over his life, demands 

his coffee without a lid! Tragically, his attempt to transform himself into the Master of his Existence via indomitable Will is  

derailed by a curiously tattoo-and piercing-free barrista.  You have run headlong into the Immovable Object to your Will’s  

irresistible force, Dewey: The threat of personal-injury lawsuit.  Enjoy what little coffee The Man will permit you, knowing that 

those few drops represent you, an insignificant cog in the omnipresent machine.”



comic strip battle: day three

winner, day THREE:

SHELDON!

“Meanwhile, at Sheldon, did somebody say “Eisen-

hower Administration”?  Kellett busts open the 

traditional four-panel strip template and takes 

us on a journey of newsreel exposition to a  

better time -- a better place -- to explore the 

origins of coffee cup lids.  Black-and-white visuals, flapping flags, a 

scratchy soundtrack, men in fedoras, and the ever-present threat of the 

international communist conspiracy all collude to construct an  

unassailable a fortress of funny.  Plus, he totally said “crotch.”



®

comic strip battle: day four

“In a curious reversal, Unshelved takes up the abandoned environmental theme from Sheldon, and again uses the agreed-upon 

theme of the week (“coffee cup lids,” for those coming in late) almost as a background element.  Here the intent seems more 

for Dewey to again annoy Tamara with his cruel barbs, leading one to wonder if he might be brutally injured in retaliation in the 

remaining two days of the challenge.  One can only hope!”



comic strip battle: day four

“Sheldon, knowing a good thing when 

it sees one, stays with the “Crotchley 

Labs” leitmotif, reminding us with a misty-

eyed nostalgia how big our country’s 

dreams once were.  Oh, how we dreamed 

as we bestrode the world like unto a 

colossus.  Oh, that we might shape all 

we that beheld once again.” 

winner, day four:

SHELDON!



®

comic strip battle: day five

“Slowly and with much deliberation, the dispute threads of the week have resolved themselves at Unshelved.  As was hinted 

on Wednesday, the week is less about coffee cup lids and more about Dewey’s Quixote-like quest to assert some measure of 

control in his life, to have that little scope of dignity in his day-to-day existence.  It is, of course, denied by Mel’s insistence 

on the status quo, and Dewey’s casual disregard of those in power will cost him dearly.  The dramatic underscore is rising 

to a blistering crescendo, and the reader can only wonder breathlessly where it will all end.”

winner, day five:

UNSHELVED!



comic strip battle: day five

“Sheldon, still stuck in the 50’s, almost seems to have overstayed its welcome in that storied decade.  Whereas one, or even 

two installments of past glories would stir the soul and drive all to regain that Utopian vision, a third merely reminds us of 

all we have lost.  The Great Iowa Coffee Blight, the disastrous loss of tail fins, The fact that every  one of those office  

workers wound up replaced by robots built by 12-year olds from Bolivia… the weight of nostalgia has become too great.   

The taste of this Proustian Madeline has become too bitter to bear.”



®

comic strip battle: day six

“And when Dewey Hero’s Journey comes to an end, having endured travail and hardship, the prize of wisdom is his at last. Coffee 

cup lids, far from being an unnecessary encumberance, are a vital part of our everyday life as long as there exist disgusting 

old guys who won’t cover their damn mouths when they sneeze. Somewhere in the distance, a lonely trumpet plays the stinger: 

wah wah wah waaaaaah.”

winner, day six:

UNSHELVED!



comic strip battle: day six

“And in Sheldon, perhaps having spent all the creative energy reserves on a trip back in time, there is nothing left to do but 

invoke the lovable, affable Ed McMahon.  But isn’t Ed McMahon dead?  Because if he is, that’s in terrible taste.  Or maybe I’m 

thinking of Abe Vigoda? DAMmIT SOMEBODY TELL ME IF I SHOULD BE ENJOYING THIS OR NOT.”  -- Gary tyrrell

...FINAL score:

tied!
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About the Author:
Dave Kellett creates the Eisner-nominated comic strip Sheldon® at SheldonComics.com, the sci-fi strip 
Drive™ at DriveComic.com, and is co-author of the Harvey-nominated book “How to Make Webcomics.”  
He holds two Masters degrees in the art and history of comics and often speaks on cartooning at venues 
like Ohio State University, Savannah College of Art & Design, Loyola Marymount University, the Society of  
Illustrators, the National Cartoonists Society, and South by Southwest (SxSW).  He is currently drinking 
four coffees.

The author and the famed 
“Price is Right” wheel. 
(He rolled “thirty five cents”.)

Drive, book 1: A Hero Rises 
Drive, book 2: The Emperor Calls 
Pure Ducky Goodness: The 1st Sheldon Collection                                                   
The Good, The Bad & The Pugly: The 2nd Sheldon Collection                              
62% More Awesome: The 3rd Sheldon Collection                                              
A Blizzard of Lizards: The 4th Sheldon Collection                                              
Nerds on Parade: The 5th Sheldon Collection                                                    
Living Dangerously With Saturated Fats: The 6th Sheldon Collection                   
Still Got It: The 7th Sheldon Collection                                                              
Delightful Jokes for High-Class Folks: The 8th Sheldon Collection                        

Special Collections: 
Literature: Unsuccessfully Competing Against TV Since 1953                              
Pugs, God’s Little Weirdos: A Collection of Pug-Themed Strips                           
How To Make Webcomics                                                                       
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