
ORDINANCE  N0.  6487

AN  ORDINANCE  TO  AMF,ND  CHAPTER  17.01  "HOUSING  DEFINITIONS"  OF  THE  2020

MUNICIPAL  CODE  OF  COUNCIL  BLUFFS,  IOWA,  BY  AMENDING  SECTION  17.01.010

"DEFINITIONS-HOUSING"  TO  INCLUDE  TEMPORARY  HOUSING.

BE  IT  ORDAINED

BY  THE  CITY  COUNCIL

OF  THE

CITY  OF  COTJNCIL  BLUFFS,  IOWA

SECTION  1. That  Chapter  17.01  "Housing  Definitions"  of  the  2020  Municipal  Code  of  Council  Bluffs,

Iowa,  is hereby  amended  by  amending  Section  17.01.010  "Definitions-Housing"  to include  Temporary

housing  as follows:

17.01.010  Definitions  - Housing

For  the  purposes  of  the  interpretation  and enforcement  of  this  title,  the  following  definitions  apply:

Approved:  Approved  or set forth  by  state  statute  or local  ordinance.

Basement:  That  portion  of  a building  that  is partly  or completely  below  grade  (see "story  above

grade").

Bath:  A  bathtub  or shower  stall.

Bathroom:  That  room  that  contains  the  toilet,  lavatory,  and  bath.

Bedroom:  A  habitable  room  within  a dwelling  or dwelling  unit  that  is used,  or  intended  to be used,

primarily  for  the  purpose  of  sleeping,  but  shall  not  include  any  kitchen,  dining  room,  or living  room  in

which  cots,  rollaway  beds,  or davenports  may  be used  for  sleeping  purposes.

Building  official:  The  chief  building  official  or  his  or her  designee  of  the  building  inspection  division

or any  successor  division  or department.

Cellar:  A  portion  of  a building  located  partly  or wholly  underground,  and having  half  or  more  than  half

of  its clear  floor-to-ceiling  height  below  the  average  grade  of  the adjoining  ground.

Dining  room:  A  habitable  room  used  or intended  to be used  for  the  purpose  of  eating,  but  not  for  the

cooking  or  preparation  of  food.

Dwelling:  Any  building  or structure,  except  temporary  housing,  that  is wholly  or  partly  used  or

intended  to be used  for  living  or sleeping  by  human  occupants,  but  shall  not  include  dormitories,

hotels,  or  motels.  Whenever  the word  "dwelling"  is used  in this  title,  it shall  be construed  as though  it

were  followed  by  the  words  "or  any  part  thereof."

Dwelling  unit:  Any  habitable  room  or group  of  adjoining  habitable  rooms  located  within  a dwelling

and forming  a single  unit  with  facilities  that  are used  or intended  to be  used  for  living,  sleeping,

cooking,  or eating.  Whenever  the  term  "dwelling  unit"  is used  in  this  title,  it shall  be construed  as

though  it  were  followed  by  the words  "or  any  part  thereof."

Exit:  A continuous  and unobstructed  means  of  egress  to a public  way  and shall  include  intervening

doors,  doorways,  corridors,  exterior  exit  balconies,  ramps,  stairways,  smoke-proof  enclosures,

horizontal  exits,  exit  passageways,  exit  courts,  walkways,  sidewalks,  and yards.



Extermination:  The  control  and elimination  of  insects,  rodents,  or other  pests  by  eliminating  their

harborage  places;  by  removing  or making  inaccessible  materials  that  may  serve  as their  food;  or, by

poisoning,  spraying,  fumigating,  trapping,  or any  other  pest  elimination  methods  approved  by

appropriate  state  or federal  agencies.

Garbage:  The  animal  and vegetable  waste  resulting  from  the  handling,  preparation,  cooking,

marketing,  or  processing  of  food,  or  the  non-consumed  waste  resulting  from  animals  or humans

consuming  food.

Habitable  room:  A  room  or enclosed  floor  space  used  or intended  to be used  for  living,  sleeping,

cooking,  or  eating  purposes,  excluding  bathrooms,  toilet  compartments,  laundries,  pantries,  foyers,

communicating  corridors,  halls,  closets,  utility  or storage  spaces,  stairways,  and similar  areas.

Historic  building:  Any  building  or structure  that  is listed  in  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places,

designated  as a historic  property  or local  landmark  under  local  or state  designation  law  or survey,

certified  as individually  eligible  or a contributing  resource  within  a National  Register-listed  or locally

designated  historic  district,  or with  an opinion  or certification  that  the property  is eligible  to be listed

on the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places  either  individually  or as a contributing  building  to an

historic  district  by  the State  Historic  Preservation  Officer,  the Keeper  of  the  National  Register  of

Historic  Places,  or the  building  official.

Infestation:  The  significant  presence  of  any  insects,  rodents,  or other  pests  within  a dwelling  or on the

dwelling  premises.

Kitchen:  A  habitable  room  used  or intended  to be used  for  the cooking  or  preparation  of  food.

Lavatory:  That  fixture  that  is commonly  referred  to as a "bathroom  sink."

Living  room:  A  habitable  room  that  is used  or intended  to be used  primarily  for  general  living

purposes,  but  not  for  sleeping  or cooking.

Minimum  quality  standards:  Those  standards  that  address  basic  equipment  and facilities  for  light,

ventilation,  and then'nal  conditions;  safety  from  fire  or accident;  an adequate  level  of  maintenance;

and, the  use, location  and, amount  of  space  for  human  occupancy;

Non-dwelling  structure:  Aa'iy  structure,  except  a dwelling  or rooming  house,  used  or intended  to be

used  for  the  shelter  or enclosure  of  any  person,  animal,  or  property  of  any  kind.

Occupancy:  The  act or acts of  living,  sleeping,  or cooking  in, or  having  actual  possession  of, a

dwelling,  dwelling  unit,  or  rooming  unit.

Occupant:  Any  perSOn OVer One year  of  age, including  an owner  or operator,  living,  sleeping,  or

cooking  in,  or having  actual  possession  of, a dwelling,  dwelling  unit,  or rooming  unit.

Operator:  Any  person  who  has charge,  care,  or control  of  a building,  or any  part  thereof,  in  which  any

dwelling  units  or  rooming  units  are let,  either  as owner  or agent  of  the owner.

Owner:  Any  person  who  alone  or  jointly  or severally  with  others:

A.

B.

Has  legal  title  or equitable  title  to any  dwelling,  dwelling  unit,  rooming  house,  or

rooming  unit;

Has charge,  care,  or control  of  any  dwelling,  dwelling  unit,  rooming  house,  or rooming

unit  as executor,  executrix,  administrator,  administratrix,  trustee,  or  guardian  of  the

estate  of  the  owner.



Person:  Means  and  includes  any  individual,  firm,  coiporation,  association,  partnership,  or similar

entity.

Plumbing:  Means  and  includes  all  of  the  following  facilities  and equipment:  gas pipes,  gas burning

equipment,  water  pipes,  garbage  disposal  units,  waste  pipes,  toilets,  sinks,  installed  dishwashers,

lavatories,  baths,  installed  clothes  washing  machines,  catch  basins,  drains,  vents,  hot  water  heaters,  and

any  other  similar  fixtures,  together  with  all  connections  to water,  sewer,  or gas lines.

Premises:  A  platted  lot,  or part  thereof,  or  unplatted  lot  or parcel  of  land,  either  occupied  or unoccupied

by  any  dwelling  or non-dwelling  structure.

Public  or common  hall:  A  hall,  corridor,  or  passageway  not  within  the exclusive  control  of  the

occupants  of  one  dwelling  unit  or  rooming  unit.

Plumb:  The  exterior  walls  or other  vertical  structural  members  do not  list,  lean,  or buckle  to such  an

extent  that  a plumb  line  passing  through  the center  of  gravity  falls  outside  the middle  one-third  of  the

base.

Rental  property:  Any  dwelling,  dwelling  unit,  rooming  house,  or rooming  unit  that  is occupied  by  a

person  or  persons  other  than  the owner  of  record,  a member  of  the  owner  of  record's  family,  or  a

person  or persons  either  a beneficiary  of  a trust  or a surviving  spouse  that  includes  the property  in  the

trust  estate.  For  purposes  of  this  title,  a member  of  a "family"  includes  the  following:  the  spouse,

child(ren),  parent(s),  grandchild(ren)  and grandparent(s),  brother(s),  sister(s)  or dependant(s)  of  the

owner  of  record.

Roomer:  An  occupant  of  a rooming  house  who  is charged  rent  and is not  a member  of  the  rooming

house  owner's  or operator's  family.

Rooming  house:  Any  dwelling  or  that  part  of  any  dwelling  containing  one or more  rooming  units  in

which  space  is let  by  the  owner  or operator  to one  or more  roomers.

Rooming  unit:  Any  room  or group  of  rooms  forming  a single  habitable  unit  in a rooming  house,  used

or intended  to be used  for  living  or sleeping,  but  not  for  cooking  or eating.

Rubbish:  Any  combustible  or non-combustible  waste  material,  except  garbage.

Safety:  The  condition  of  being  reasonably  free  from  danger  or hazards  that  may  cause  accidents  or

disease.

Story  above  grade:  Any  story  having  its finished  surface  entirely  above  grade  plane,  except  that  a

basement  shall  be considered  as a story  above  grade  plane  where  the finished  surface  of  the  floor

above  the  basement  meets  any  one  of  the following:

C.

Is more  than  six  feet  above  grade  plane;

Is more  than  six  feet  above  the finished  ground  level  for  more  than  fifty  (50)  percent  of

the total  building  perimeter;  or

Is more  than  twelve  (12)  feet  above  the  finished  ground  level  at any  point.

Temporary  housing:  any  tent,  trailer,  or other  structure  used  for  human  shelter  which  is designed  to be

transportable  and which  is not  attached  to the ground,  dwelling  and/or  house  or building  or another

structure,  or to any  permanent  utilities  system  on  the same  property.  Such  temporary  housing  shall  be

bound  by  the following  conditions  and exceptions:



A.

B.

shall  not  be  used  or occupied  for  living,  sleeping  or housekeeping  purposes  except  that

nonpaying  guests  at a residence  may  occupy  one temporary  housing  unit,  for  sleeping

purposes  only,  for  a period  not  exceeding  seventy-two  (72)  consecutive  hours  and not

more  than  fourteen  (14)  days  in any  calendar  year.

shall  not  include  emergency  housing  provided  for  under  the laws  of  the  state  of  Iowa

pursuant  to a legally  declared  emergency,  a mobile  home  or recreational  vehicle  park,

or a public/private  campground  as provided  for  in  the Council  Bluffs  Municipal  Code.

Toilet:  A  water  closet  with  a bowl  and  trap  made  in  one  piece,  which  is of  such  shape  and  form  and

which  holds  a sufficient  quantity  of  water  so that  fecal  matter  will  not  collect  on  the surface  of  the

bowl,  and  which  is equipped  with  flushing  rims  which  pen'nit  the  bowl  to be properly  flushed  and

scoured  when  water  is discharged  through  the flushing  rims.

Violator:  Any  person  who  has violated  any  provision  of  this  title.

(Ord.  5277  Eg 1, 1996)

(Ord. No. 6047, 53 1, 2-22-2010; Ord. No. 6224, F3) 1, 1-26-2015; Ord. No. 6288, § 1, 4-24-2017)

SECTION  2. REPEALER.  All  ordinances  or parts  of  ordinances  in conflict  with  the  provisions  of

this  ordinance  are hereby  repealed.

SECTION3.  SEVERABILITYCLAUSE.  Ifanyoftheprovisionsofthisordinanceareforanyreason

declared  illegal  or void,  then  the lawful  provisions  of  this  ordinance  which  are severable  from  said

unlawful  provisions  shall  be and  remain  in full  force  and effect,  the same  as if  the ordinance  contained

no illegal  or  void  provisions.

SECTION  4. EFFECTIVE  DATE.  This  ordinance  shall  be in  full  force  and effect  from  and a'fter  its

final  passage  and  publication,  as by  law  provided.

PASSED

AND

AJ'PROVED

March  14,  2022.

Attest:

MA  J. WALSH

/

XqJx qOh<unusn

i'/

Mayor

4  ,7  ,-'i  a

City  Clerk

First  Consideration:  2-28-22

Second  Consideration:  3-14-22

Public  Hearing:  n/a

Third  Consideration:  Waived



Proof  Of  Publication

State  of  Iowa

Potkattwattamie  County

CITY  OF  COUNCIL  BLUFFS

209 PEARL  ST.

COUNCIL  BLUFFS,  14 51503

I, (the  undersigned)  on my  oath  do solemnly  that  I am an authorized

representative  of  CBN  Daily  Nonpareil,  a newspaper  issued  DAILY

and  printed  in said  county,  COUNCIL  BLUFFS,  IOWA.

The  attached  notice  was publishcd  in  said  newspaper  l consecutive

time(s)  as follows:

The  First  publication  thereof  began  on the 18th  day of  March,  2022.

Sworn  to and subscribed  before  me this  18th  day

of  Mare}i,  A.D.  2022.

Order Number: 0000296066

E-mail

jquakenbush@councilbluffs-ia.gov



DRDiNA)lCt NO.&4&7

AN ORDI)LANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 17.01
'HOUSINa DEFINTTK)115' OF THE 2020 uUNKk
PAL CODE OF COUNCIL BLIIFFS, IOWA, BY
AMENDINa SECT+ON 17AlJO 'DEFlNtTIONS-
HOlfSINGa TO INCulDe TEMPORARY HOllS
ING.

BEffORt)AINEO
BY THE CffY COUNCIL

OF 'THE
CffY OF COUNCIL BtUFFS, IOWA

i!CTNNI  That Chapter 17J)1 aHousing Defi
nitions" of the 2020 Municipal Code oT Council
Bluffs, lowa, is hereby amended by amending

alude Temporary housing as follows:

17 JIIAIO Dajmk  - HOuilM
For the purposes €IT the imerpretakion and en
torcemenl o( this )l(le, the Tollowlng definl-
lions apply:

Approved: Approved or set forlh by state stak
ute or local ordinance.

Basement: That poition o{ a building that Is
partly or completely below grade (see 'story
above grade").

Bath: A batmub or shower stall.

Ba(moom: That room that contalns the toilet,
lavatoB, and bath.

Bedroom:  A habitable room wlihln a dwelling
O( dwelling unttthatls used, or Intended to he
used, prlmailly for the purpose of sleeping,
but shall not Include any kltchen, dining toom,
or living ioom in which to!s, tollaway betls, or
davenports may be used for sleeping purpos

Bulldlng official: The chief building official or
his ot hei deslgnee of the building Inspecflon
dlvision OT any successor division or deparl
menl

Cellar: A portion ofa building located partly O(
wholly undergtoutid, and having half OT more
than halt of ilsclear flooitoceillng height be-
low the aveiage grade of the adjolnlng
ground.

Dining room: A habltable room used or intend

endot?%ibl"h:%dok'ion'(l'ghep:e'('ar':o5oon'oeTat:o"H.' b"
Owellin(l: Any kiulldlng (l( Uructuta. except
lemporary housing. lhal Is wholly ot partly
used or Intended to be used Tor flying or sleep-
Ing by human ochpanls, but shall not Include
doimikorles, hotels. at motels. Whenever the
word 'dwelling" Is used In this 11tle, it shall be
construed as though It were followed by lhe
words "or any part iheieoT."

Dwelling unit: Any habiiable room or group of
adjoining habitable rooms located within a
dwelling and toimlng a single unlt with (acili-
ties that are used or intended to be used (or
living. ileeping, cooking, OT eating. Whenever
the term "dwelling unit" is used in lhis }ikle. if
shall be construed as though It were followed
by the words "or any park thereof."

EXII: A cominuous and unobshucled means of
etliess ko a public way and shall lnclude intet
vening doors, doomays, corridors, extetiot
exii balconies, tamps, stairways, smokt'ptooT
enclosuies, hoilzomal exits, exil passage-
ways. exit courts. walkways. sidewalks. and
yards.

Ihel+ haiboiage pl;ices; by iemovln@ (IT mak
Ing Inaccesilble maletials that may seive as
their food: oi, by poisoning, spraying.
lumlgating, Irapping, or any other pest eliml
natlon methods approved iiy appiopilale
sta(e or (ederal agendes.

Garbage: The animal and vegetable waste te
sulking kom the hatidling, ptepuntion, cook
Ing, maikeilng. or processing of Tood, ot the
nonconsumed waste resulting ham animals
oi humans consuming laotl.

Habitable room: A room or enclosed floor
spate used or intended to be usetl for llvmg,
sleeplng, cooklng, or eating purposes. excliit!
Ing tklul(at)mt, ltlilel a)mparktnettul  laun

9;1;7i g,::IH,,:ge;,Hit,,g;;;:;:Hp;;q;
slaiiways, anil similar ateas.

Historic building: Any building or struclse
lliat Is lisleil In lha Naiioniil Reglstet oi Hislor

Oonal Registei4isted or locally deslgnated his

the Natloiial Register of Historic Places either
individually or as a contrlbutlng bullding to an
historic dbtiict by the State Historic Pieserva
tlon Offiai, the )leepei o) the Ha!ional Regls-
tei of HlstoiicP!aees. or ihe buildlng official.

Intestatlon: The significani presence of any in
SeCts. rodents, or okhei pests within a ttwell
intl (l( on the dwelling premises.

Klkcheni A habitab!e room used or inkended to
be used ioi The cooking or prepatalion of
Tood.

lavatory: That fixture that is commonly reler
red to as a obathroom sink."

kivlng room: A habitable room that It ugpd tr
intended lo be usgil primaiily lui yneral liv-
Ing purposes, butntit to< deepintl ot cooking.

Minimum quallty standards: Those standards
thataddiessbastc equipment and faciliUes for
lighl ventilation, and themal conditions;
sa(ely from Die or accldent; an adequate level
ol maintenance: and, the use, localion and.
amount o{ space for human occupancy:

Nondwelling structure: Any structure. extepl
a dwelling or rooming house, used or inlended
ta be used lot the sheRei at enclosure of any
person, anlmal, or property of any kind.

Occiipancyi Tlie att or acts of living. sleeping.
ot cooking in, or havlng aetual posgesslon ol.
a dwelllng. dwelllng unit. or toomlng iinit

Occupant: Any person over one year of age,
Includlng an ownei ot operator, Ilviml, sleep
ing, oy cooklng In, or ha'ilnB actual possesslon
of. a dwelllng. dwelling unit, or roomlng unit.

Opeiator: Any person who has charge. care. or
control oT a building. or any pad thereof. in
which any dwelling units OT iooming units ate
leI either as owner or agent of the owner.

Owner: Any person who alone ay jointly oy
severally with others:

cxtermlnation: The control and elimlnakion of
insects. rodents, or other pests by eliminating

A. Has legal tikle or equitable tiUe to any
dwelling, dwelling unit, iooming house, or
{O(lmili llnmi

B. Hascharge,care,oicontiolofanydwell
ing, dwelling unit, roaming hause, or roommg
unit as executor, execiiltix. adminis}ra(or,
adminiSkTa!tlXl tlu51eel DI guardian O{ the eS
fate of the owner

Person: Means and includes any Individual,
nrm. corporation, association, partnership, or
similar entih.

Plumbing: Means and includes all at the Tol
towing facilities arul equipment: gas pipes,
gas burnmg equipment, water pipes, garbage
disposal units, waste pipes. toileks, sinks. in-
s(alletl dishwashers, lavatories, baths, instal-
led clothes washing machines, catch basins,
drains,  vents, hot water heaters. and any oth-
er similar fixtures. together with all connec
tions lo water, sewer, oi gas lines.

Premises: A platted lol or part thereoT, or
unplatted lot or paicel oT land, either occupied
oi iinoccupid by any dwellint) ot non
dwelling skructuie.

Public at common ha)l: A hall, conidor, ay pas
sageway not mlhin !he excluslve control of
the occupants oi one dwelling unik or iooming
unit.

Plumb: The exterio+  walls oi other vettical
structural members do not list, lean. oy buckle
to such an extent that a plumb line passing
thiough the centei o( pia'iity falls outside the
middle one4hkd oT the base.

Rental property: Any dwelllng, dwelling unit,
tooming  house, or ioommg unit that Is oceu-
pled by a person or persons okhet than the
owner oT record, a member of the owner of re-
cord's family, or a person or persons elthet a
heneficiary o{ a tiust (l( a survliiing spouse
that includes the property in the trust es(a(e.
For purposes ol this title, a member of a 'lam
ily" includes the follomng: the spouse,
ehild(ten). parent(s). grandchild(ten) and
grandparent(s). 5tothet(s), sis)erts) or
dependant(s) of the owner oT record.

Roomet: An occupant of a rooming house who
is charged rent and Is not a member of lhe
iooming house owneis or operatois family.

Roomirig  house' Any dwcllina or that part of
any dwelling containing one 6r moye rooming
units In whlth space is let by the nwnet rg op
eialor to one OT more roomers.

Roaming unit: Any room or group of ntoms
forming a single habilable unit In a rooming
house, used or intended }o be used for livlng
Of sleeping, but not forcooklng or eating.

Ruhhish: Any combustible O( noii-combuslible
waste material. except garbage.

Safety: The condi(ion of being reasonably tree
from danger or hazards that may cause acci
dents or disease.

Story  above grade: Any story having Its fitush
ed surhce entlrely above grade plane, except
that a basement shall be considered as a story
above (uade plane where the finished surTace
of the floor ahoiie the basement meets any
one of the following:

A. Is more than six leet above grade plane;
B. Is more than six Teel above the finished

tyound level lot mote than n% (50) percent of
the total biiilding perimeter: or

C. Is more thaii twelve il2) feet ahove the
iinished gniund level ak any (ioint.

Temporary housing: any tem. trailer, OT other
sliuctuie used tor human shelter which is de
signed to be transportable and which Is not
attached to the ground, dwelling and/Or house
or building or another sVuc(ure. or to any pet-
manent utilities system on the same properky.
Such temporary housing shall be bound by the
Tollowing conditions and exceptions:

A. shall not be used or oceupied toy living,

slhleaelpnin,gnpoayr.lnhgougsueekse;pai.nga,epsulTeonscees mea;c:pt
cupy one tempotaiy housing unit, for sleeping
purposes only, (ot a peiiod not exceeding

yeaB.shall not inalude emergency housing
provided lot under the laws oT the state (It 10
wa pursuant to a legally dedared emergency
a mobile home or iecreational vehicle park, or
a public/private campground as provided for
'in Uie Council B1uffs Municipal Code.

Toilet: A water closet with a bowl and trap
made In one piece. which is of sueh shape and
form and whidi holds a sufficlenl quanUty of
wakei so that tecal mauet will not collect on
the surTace of the bowl, atul which Is equipped
with flushing rims which petmit the bowl to be
piopeily flushetl and scoured when water is
discharged through the flushing rlms.

Vialator: Any person who has violated any
provision ofthis tRle.

(aid. 5277 § 1, 19%)

g;JJQ8   All aidinances or
parts of ordlnaices in conflicl mth the piovi-
sions ofthls ordinance are heieby repealed.

the provisions of This ordinance ate far any
reason deelared illegal or void, then the lamul
ptovislons of this oidinanae whlch are
seveiable (iom said unlawful pitiyisions shall
be and remain In full force and effect, the
same as IT the ordlnance contained no illegal
or void provisions.

SECTK)N 4. EFFECTNE DATE. This ordinance
shall be in Tull force and effect from and affler
its final passage and publication. as by law
provided.

PASSE[)
AND March 14, 1021.
APPROVED

MATTHEW 1. W AtSH Ma}OT

Aktest:
10DI QUAKENBUSH City Clerk

FiiskConsideralion: 2-a22
Second Considera(Ion: ]-xA22
Publlc Hearing: n/a
Third Consideration: Waived
2022 (3) 18 l Friday



Council  Communication

Deparhnent:  City  Clerk

Case/Project  No.:

Submitted  by:  Grabam  Jrira

Ordinance  6487

ITEM  6.A.
Council  Action:  3/14/2022

to ame+id Cliapter  17.01 "Housing  Definitions"  of  the 2020 Municipal  Code,  by  amending  Section  17.01.010  "Definitions-Housing"  to

kide  Temporaiy  Housing.

emporaiy  housing  that has become  more  "permaiient"  in nature  has created  a challcnge  for  thc City  to maintaiii  the integrity  of  the building  code  and

residents  safe from  housing  that can create ik  of  iiijury  and death. The  addition  of  this hngiiage  will  allow  the City  to have more  oversight  on

of  temporary  housing  within  the comiriinity  and allow  for  adininistration  to keep temporary  housi+ig  from  becoming  "permanent"  in nahire.

mmendation

City  Legal  Depaitment  recommends  passage  of  this Ordinance.
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17.01.010  Definitions  - Housing

For  the  purposes  of  the  inteyretation  and  enforcement  of  this  title,  the  following  definitions

apply:

Approved:  Approved  or set  forth  by  state  stahite  or  local  ordinance.

Basement:  That  portion  of  a building  that  is partly  or  completely  below  grade  (see  "story  above

grade").

Bath:  A  bathtub  or shower  stall.

Bathroom:  That  room  that  contains  the  toilet,  lavatory,  and  bath.

Bedroom:  A  habitable  room  within  a dwelling  or  dwelling  unit  that  is used,  or  intended  to be

used,  primarily  for  the  purpose  of  sleeping,  but  shall  not  include  any  kitchen,  dining  room,  or

living  room  in which  cots,  rollaway  beds,  or  davenports  may  be  used  for  sleeping  purposes.

Building  official:  The  chief  building  official  or his  or  her  designee  of  the  building  inspection

division  or any  successor  division  or department.

Cellar:  A  portion  of  a building  located  partly  or wholly  underground,  and  having  half  or  more

than  half  of  its clear  floor-to-ceiling  height  below  the  average  grade  of  the  adjoining  ground.

Dining  room:  A  habitable  room  used  or  intended  to be  used  for  the  purpose  of  eating,  but  not  for

the  cooking  or  preparation  of  food.

Dwelling:  Any  building  or  shucture,  except  temporary  housing,  that  is wholly  or  partly  used  or

intended  to be  used  for  living  or  sleeping  by  human  occupants,  but  shall  not  include  domiitories,

hotels,  or motels.  Whenever  the  word  "dwelling"  is used  in this  title,  it shall  be constnied  as

though  it  were  followed  by  the  words  "or  any  part  thereof."

Dwelling  unit:  Any  habitable  room  or  group  of  adjoining  habitable  rooms  located  within  a

dwelling  and  forming  a single  unit  with  facilities  that  are  used  or  intended  to be  used  for  living,

sleeping,  cooking,  or  eating.  Whenever  the  temi  "dwelling  unit"  is used  in this  title,  it shall  be

constnied  as though  it  were  followed  by  the  words  "or  any  part  thereof."

Exit:  A  continuous  and  unobstnicted  means  of  egress  to a public  way  and  shall  include

intervening  doors,  doorways,  corridors,  exterior  exit  balconies,  ramps,  stainvays,  smoke-proof

enclosures,  horizontal  exits,  exit  passageways,  exit  courts,  walkways,  sidewalks,  and  yards.

Extennination:  The  control  and  elimination  of  insects,  rodents,  or  other  pests  by  eliminating  their

harborage  places;  by  removing  or  making  inaccessible  materials  that  may  serve  as their  food;  or,

by  poisoning,  spraying,  fumigating,  trapping,  or any  other  pest  elimination  methods  approved  by

appropriate  state  or  federal  agencies.

Garbage:  The  animal  and  vegetable  waste  resulting  from  the  handling,  preparation,  cooking,

marketing,  or  processing  of  food,  or  the  non-consumed  waste  resulting  from  animals  or  humans

consuming  food.

Habitable  room:  A  room  or  enclosed  floor  space  used  or  intended  to be  used  for  living,  sleeping,

cooking,  or eating  purposes,  excluding  bathrooms,  toilet  compartments,  laundries,  pantries,

foyers,  communicating  corridors,  halls,  closets,  utility  or storage  spaces,  stairways,  and  similar

areas.



Historic  building:  Any  building  or stnicture  that  is listed  in the  National  Register  of  Historic

Places,  designated  as a historic  property  or local  landmark  under  local  or state designation  law  or

survey,  certified  as individually  eligible  or a contributing  resource  within  a National  Register-

listed  or locally  designated  historic  district,  or with  an opinion  or certification  that  the property  is

eligible  to be listed  on tlie  National  Register  of  Historic  Places  either  individually  or as a

contributing  building  to an historic  district  by the State Historic  Preservation  Officer,  the Keeper

of  the National  Register  of  Historic  Places,  or the building  official.

Infestation:  The  significant  presence  of  any insects,  rodents,  or other  pests within  a dwelling  or

on the dwelling  premises.

Kitchen:  A habitable  room  used or intended  to be used for  the cooking  or preparation  of  food.

Lavatory:  That  fixture  that  is commonly  referred  to as a "bathroom  sink."

Living  room:  A habitable  room  that  is used or intended  to be used primarily  for  general  living

purposes,  but  not  for  sleeping  or cooking.

Minimum  quality  standards:  Those  standards  that  address  basic  equipment  and facilities  for  light,

ventilation,  and thermal  conditions;  safety  from  fire  or accident;  an adequate  level  of

maintenance;  and, the use, location  and, amount  of  space for  human  occupancy;

Non-dwelling  stnicture:  Any  structure,  except  a dwelling  or rooming  house,  used or intended  to

be used for  the shelter  or enclosure  of  any person,  animal,  or property  of  any kind.

Occupancy:  The  act or acts of  living,  sleeping,  or cooking  in, or having  actual  possession  of, a

dwelling,  dwelling  unit,  or rooming  unit.

Occupant:  Any  person  over  one year  of  age, including  an owner  or operator,  living,  sleeping,  or

cooking  in, or having  actual  possession  of, a dwelling,  dwelling  unit,  or rooming  unit.

Operator:  Any  person  who  has charge,  care, or control  of  a building,  or any  part  thereof,  in

which  any dwelling  units  or rooming  units  are let, either  as owner  or agent  of  the owner.

Owner:  Any  person  who  alone  or  jointly  or severally  with  others:

1. Has legal  title  or equitable  title  to any dwelling,  dwelling  unit,  rooming  house,  or

roommg  umt;

2. Has charge,  care, or control  of  any dwelling,  dwelling  unit,  rooming  house,  or rooming

unit  as executor,  executrix,  administrator,  administratrix,  trustee,  or guardian  of  the estate

of  the owner.

Person: Means  and includes  any individual,  firm,  corporation,  association,  partnership,  or similar

entity.

Plumbing:  Means  and includes  all of  the following  facilities  and equipment:  gas pipes,  gas

burriing  equipment,  water  pipes,  garbage  disposal  units,  waste  pipes,  toilets,  sinks,  installed

dishwashers,  lavatories,  baths,  installed  clothes  washing  machines,  catch  basins,  drains,  vents,

hot  water  heaters,  and any  other  similar  fixhires,  together  with  all connections  to water,  sewer,  or

gas lines.



Premises:  A platted  lot,  or  part  thereof,  or  unplatted  lot  or  parcel  of  land,  either  occupied  or

unoccupied  by  any  dwelling  or  non-dwelling  stnicture.

Public  or  common  hall:  A  hall,  corridor,  or  passageway  not  within  the  exclusive  control  of  the

occupants  of  one  dwelling  unit  or  rooming  unit.

Plumb:  The  exterior  walls  or  otlier  vertical  stnichiral  members  do not  list,  lean,  or  buckle  to sucli

an extent  that  a plumb  line  passing  through  tlie  center  of  gravity  falls  outside  the  middle  one-

third  of  the  base.

Rental  property:  Any  dwelling,  dwelling  unit,  rooming  house,  or  rooming  unit  that  is occupied

by  a person  or  persons  other  than  the  owner  of  record,  a inember  of  the  owner  of  record's  family,

or  a person  or persons  either  a beneficiary  of  a trust  or a surviving  spouse  that  includes  the

property  in the  tnist  estate.  For  purposes  of  this  title,  a member  of  a "family"  includes  the

following:  tlie  spouse,  child(ren),  parent(s),  grandcliild(ren)  and  grandparent(s),  brother(s),

sister(s)  or dependant(s)  of  the  owner  of  record.

Roomer:  An  occupant  of  a rooming  house  who  is charged  rent  and  is not  a member  of  the

rooming  house  owner's  or  operator's  family.

Rooming  house:  Any  dwelling  or that  part  of  any  dwelling  containing  one  or  more  rooming  units

in which  space  is let  by  the  owner  or  operator  to one  or  more  roomers.

Rooming  unit:  Any  room  or  group  of  rooms  forming  a single  habitable  unit  in a rooming  house,

used  or intended  to be  used  for  living  or  sleeping,  but  not  for  cooking  or  eating.

Rubbish:  Any  combustible  or non-combustible  waste  material,  except  garbage.

Safety:  The  condition  of  being  reasonably  free  from  danger  or  hazards  that  may  cause  accidents

or  disease.

Story  above  grade:  Any  story  having  its finished  surface  entirely  above  grade  plane,  except  that  a

basement  shall  be  considered  as a story  above  grade  plane  where  the  finished  surface  of  the  floor

above  the  basement  meets  any  one  of  the  following:

A. Is more  than  six  feet  above  grade  plane;

B. Is more  than  six  feet  above  the  finished  ground  level  for  more  than  fifty  (50)  percent  of

the  total  building  perimeter;  or

C. Is more  than  twelve  (12)  feet  above  the  finished  ground  level  at any  point.

Teinl'iorarv  liotising:  any  tent,  ti'ailer,  oi' otlier  strucnire  used  for  litiinan  shelter  wliid'i  is designed

to be transl'iortable  and  wliich  is not  attaclied  to tlie  ground.  dwelling  and/or  liouse  or  building  or

anotlier  structure.  or to any  permanent  utilities  systein  on tlie  saine  prolierty.  Sucli  teinl:+orary

liotising  sliall  be bound  by  tlie  following  conditions  and exceptions:

A. shall not be used or occupied for living, sleepinz or housekeepinz  purposes except
that nonpaying  guests at a residence may occupy one temporary  housinz unit, for
sleeping purposes only, for a period not exceedinp; seventy-two  (72) consecutive

hours  and  not  more  than  fourteen  (14) days  in any  calendar  year.
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B. shall  not  include  emergency  housing  provided  for  under  the  laws  of  the  state  of

lowa  pursuant  to a legally  declared  emerzency,  a mobile  home  or  recreationa

vehicle  park,  or  a public/private  campground  as provided  forin  the  Council  Bluffs

Municipal  Code.

Toilet:  A water  closet  with  a bowl  and  trap  made  in one  piece,  which  is of  such  shape  and  fomi

and  which  holds  a sufficient  quantity  of  water  so that  fecal  matter  will  not  collect  on the  surface

of  the  bowl,  and  which  is equipped  with  flushing  rims  which  pennit  the  bowl  to be  properly

flushed  and  scoured  when  water  is discharged  through  the  flushing  rims.

Violator:  Any  person  who  has violated  any  provision  of  this  title.

(Ord. 5277 F:3 1, 1996)
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