
ORDINANCE  N0.  6552

AN  ORDINANCE  TO  AMEND  TITLE  13, BUILDINGS  AND  CONSTRUCTION  OF THE  2020

MUNICIPAL  CODE  OF COUNCIL  BLUFFS,  IOWA  BY AMENDING  AND  REPEALING

SEVERAL  SECTIONS  IN  CHAPTER  13.13  "LICENSING/REGISTRATION  OF  THE
PLUMBING  TRADE."

BE IT  ORDAINED

BY  THE  CITY  COUNCIL
OF  THE

CITY  OF COUNCIL  BLUFFS,  IOWA

SECTION  1. That  Title  13, Buildings  and Construction  of  the 2020 Municipal  Code of  Council  Bluffs,

Iowa is amended  by amending  and repealing  several sections in 13.13 "Licensing/Registration  of  the

Plumbing,  Utility  and Lawn  Iigation  Trade"  to read as follows:

Chapter  13.13  - LICENSING/REGISTRATION  OF THE  PLUMBING,  UTILITY  AND  LAWN
IRRIGATION  TRADE
13.13.010  Title

13.13.020  Purpose  And  Scope
13.13.180  Examination

13.13.190  Examination  - Application

13.13.195  Examination  - Qualifications
13.13.200  Examination  - Fee

13.13.210  Examination  - Methods
13.13.240  Utilities

13.13.250  Lawn  Irrigation

13.13.290  Licensing  And  Registrations

13.13.300  License/Registration  - Fees

13.13.320  License/Registration  - Suspension  Or Revocation
13.13.330  License/Registration  - Transfer  Prohibited
13.13.340  Masters

13.13.350  Master's  License/Registration  Required

13.13.360  Master  - Insurance  Required
13.13.370  Master  - Bond  Required

13.13.380  Master  - Advertising

13.13.390  Journeyman

13.13.420  Violation  - Penalty

Editor's  note-  Although  Ord. 6004 repealed  Ords. 5990 and 5991, the intent  was  to rescind  Ords.

5990 and 5991. Therefore,  no action  from  Ords. 5990 and 5991 have been incorporated  into this
chapter.

13.13.010  Title

This chapter shall be known  as the licensing/registration  of  the plumbing,  utility  and lawn  irrigation

trade,  and may  be so cited.

(Ord. 5410 § 1 (part), 1998)



13.13.020  Purpose  And  Scope

The  purpose  of  this  chapter  is to provide  for  the  licensing  of  the  utility  trade  doingutility  work  in  Council

Bluffs,  Iowa,  in  order  to protect  public  safety,  health,  and welfare  of  the citizens.

(Ord.  5410  § 1 (part),  1998)

13.13.180  Examinahon

Any  person  desiring  a journeyman  or master  license  in Utility  Contracting  must  pass a proctored

examination  administered  by  the City  of  Council  Bluffs  before  being  able  to obtain  a license.

(Ord.  5410  Eg 1 (part),  1998)

13.13.190  Examination  - Application

Any  person  desiring  a classification  of  utility  master  or utility  journeyman  shall  make  application  to the

plumbing  inspector  for  an examination.  The  plumbing  inspector  shall  provide  forms  for  this  purpose.

Applicants  will  apply  for  testing  to be a utility  master,  or a utility  journeyman.  The  applicants  shall  be

reviewed  and approved  to see if  their  qualifications  for  examination  have  been  satisfied.  The  applicants

shall  clearly  verify  in writing  their  experience  for  the classification  of  license  desired  as described  in

CBMC  13.13.195.

(Ord.  5410  § 1 (part),  1998)

13.13.195  Examination  -  Qualifications

A. Utility  Master.  A person  desiring  to be examined  as a utility  master  must  be able  to show  a

minimum  experience  of  four  years  in  the  area  of  plumbing/utility  work  which  the applicant  seeks

to be licensed  and at least  two  of  those  years  as a licensed  journeyman;  and shall  be required  to

pass an examination  according  to this  chapter  master's  test  and  pay  the required  fee  before  being

issued  a license.

B. Utility  Journeyman.  A  person  desiring  to be examined  as a utility  journeyman:

1.  Must  be able  to verify:

a. The licensing  as journeyman  from  another  jurisdiction  with  the same apprentice

requirements  (verified  by  the  administrative  authority);  or

b.  A  minimum  of  two  years  or four  thousand  hours  of  on-the-job  experience  in  their  trade;

by:

(1)A  notarized  letter  from  a utility  master  currently  licensed  with  the city  stating  the

apprentice  has demonstrated  his or her abilities  to perform  the duties  of  a utility

journeyman;  and/or

(2)Business  or tax  records;

2. Shall  be required  to pass an examination  according  to this  chapter  journeyman's  exam  and

pay  the  required  fee  before  being  issued  a license.

(Ord.  5425§  1, 1998;  Ord.  5410  § 1 (part),  1998)

13.13.200  F,xamination  -  Fee

Every  person  making  application  for  each  date  of  examination  or  reexamination  for  a particular  type  of

license  shall  pay  an examination  fee for  each  test  as set forth  in  the  prevailing  schedule  of  fees, CBMC

2.08. The  fees shall  be paid  an attached  to each  application  for  the  license  classification(s)  desired.  Fees

for  examination  are not  refundable.

(Ord.  5410  § 1 (part),  1998)



13.13.210  Examination  -  Methods

Every  person  examined  shall  show  satisfactory  knowledge  of  the methods  and standards  for  performing

work  under  the  codes  of  the city  of  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa.  The  examination  shall  be an exam  based  on

the  code  adopted  by  the city,  practical,  and shall  be of  such  a nature  as to uniformly  test  the capabilities

of  all applicants  for  the same  type  of  license.  The  exams  shall  be proctored.  The  passing  percentage

grade  for  the examinations  shall  be seventy-five  (75)  percent  correct.

13.13.240  Utilities

A. Utility  Work.  Utility  work  is the  installation,  alteration,  replacement,  repair,  and maintenance  of

sewer  laterals,  and water  services  from  the  public  main  to the  building.

B. UtilityMaster.Autilitymasterisapersonwhoislicensedpursuanttothischapterandisqualified

and equipped  to layout,  plan,  install,  repair,  and maintain  sewer  laterals  and water  services  and

to supervise  apprentices  and  journeymen  inutility  work.  It is unlawful  for  anyperson  to do utility

work  in  the capacity  of  a utility  master  without  a valid  Council  Bluffs  utility  master's  license.

C. UtilityJourneyman.Autilityjourneymanisapersonwhoislicensedpursuanttothischapterand

does utility  work  as an employee  of  a utility  master.  It shall  be unlawful  for  any  person  to do

utility  work  in the capacity  of  a utility  journeyman  without  a valid  Council  Bluffs  utility

journeyman's  license.

(Ord.  5410  § 1 (part),  1998)

13.13.250  Lawn  Irrigation

A. Lawn  Iigation  Work.  Lawn  irrigation  work  is the  installation,  alteration,  repair,  replacement,

and maintenance  of  lawn  irrigation  piping  systems  for non-potable  water  starting  at the

downstream  end of  a backflow  prevention  device.  The  backflow  valve  shall  be installed  by  a

licensed  plumbing  backflow  technician.  Lawn  irrigation  work  includes  all  piping,  heads,  valves,

and  piping  of  controls  in  the  lawn  irrigation  system.

B. Lawn  Irrigation  Registration.  A lawn  irrigation  contractor  is a person,  firm,  partnership,  or

corporation  who  may  conduct,  carry  on, or engage  in  the  business  of  lawn  irrigation  work.  It  shall

be unlawful  for  any  lawn  irrigation  contractor  to engage  in  the  business  of  lawn  irrigation  work

as a lawnirrigation  contractorunless  theyhave  avalid  Council  Bluffs  lawn  irrigation  registration.

(Ord.  5410  § 1 (part),  1998)

13.13.290  Licensing  And  Registrations

A. Classifications for this chapter are as follows:

Utility
Master  (licensed)

(active  or inactive)

Utility Journeyman  (licensed)



Lawn  Irrigation
Contractor  (registered)

B. All  licenses  and registrations  shall  expire  on July  1st of  each odd  numbered  year  and may  be

renewed  thereafter  biennially  upon  application  of  the licensee  or registrant  with  payment  of  the

aru'iual  fee to the city  clerk.

C. New  licenses/registrations  may  be prorated  on a half-year  basis.

D. An  identification  card  shall  be furnished  a licensee  by  the city  of  Council  Bluffs  at the time  of

the  issuance  of  such  license/registration,  and the  identification  card  shall  be carried  on the  person

of  such  licensee/registrant  at all  times  during  the working  period  of  the licensee/registrant,  and

failure  to do so shall  be deemed  a violation  of  the provisions  of  this  chapter.

E. OnorbeforeJunelstofeachrenewalyear,thecitywillsendnoticestothelicensee's/registrant's

last  known  address  informing  them  that  their  registration  or license  is nearing  expiration.  The

provision  of  this  subjection  is as a courtesy  to the licensee/registrants,  and the  failure  of  the city

to send  such  a notice  or  the  failure  of  the  licensee/registrant  to receive  such  notice  does not  affect

the expiration  date  ofthe  license/registration,  so long  as the  license/registration  issued  by  the city

showed  an expiration  date  thereon.

F. All  of  the above  listed  masters,  journeymen,  registered  irrigation  contractors  and plumbing

contractors,  shall  be subject  to the  laws  of  the  state  of  Iowa  and  the  ordinances  of  the  Municipal

Code  for  the city  of  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa.

(Ord.  5780  § 1 (part),  2004)

13.13.300  License/Registration  -  Late  Fees

Before  a license/registration  shall  be  issued  under  this  chapter,  the  applicant  shall  pay  the  biennial  license

fees as set forth  in the current  schedule  of  fees found  as adopted  by  the city  council.  If  a license  is not

renewed  by  July  1, there  will  be a penalty  fee as set forth  in the current  schedule  of  fees.

(Ord.  5780  § I (part),  2004)

13.13.320  License/Registration  - Suspension  Or  Revocation

In addition  to the  penalties  provided  in  this  chapter,  the Chief  Building  Official   may  suspend  for

30 days or less the license/registration  of  any licensed/registered  master,  journeyman,  or contractor

issued  under  the provisions  of  this chapter  if  the licensee/registree  has violated  this  chapter  or the

plumbing  code  of  the city  of  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa.  Suspensions  issued  by  the Chief  Building  Official

may  be appealed  to the Cornrnunity  Development  Director.  Any  suspension  or  revocation  exceeding  30

days  is to be sent  to the Board  of  Appeals  for  consideration.  The  licensee/registree  shall  surrender  such

license/registration  either  in  person  or by  sending  it  by  certified  mail  to the  plumbing  inspector  within

five  days  after  the  board  sends  notice  of  suspension  or revocation  to the  licensee's/registree's  last  known

address.  Any  master,  journeyman,  registree  whose  license  has been  suspended  or revoked  by  the  Board

of  Appeals  shall  not  be permitted  to apply  for  another  license  or registration  for  a period  as determined

by  the  board,  not  to exceed  one  year  for  the  date  of  such  suspension  or revocation.

(Ord.  5410  § 1 (part),  1998)

13.13.330  License/Registration  - Transfer  Prohibited



If  any licensee  or registree  should  or should  attempt  to transfer  his/her  license  or to allow  or  permit  the

same to be used, directly  or indirectly,  by any other person for any purpose whatsoever,  the

licensee/registree  shall  be subject  to the penalties  as outlined  in  this chapter.

(Ord. 5410 § 1 (part),  1998)

13.13.340  Masters

A master shall be employed  full-time.  Masters  licensed  under  the provisions  of  this chapter shall  be

responsible  for the classifications  and area(s) of  work  for which  their  license was  issued. All  masters

shall meet the qualifications  detailed  in this chapter. All  masters shall be categorized  as either  being

active or inactive.  An  inactive  master is a person who has met the licensing/registration  requirements

pursuant  to this chapter; who labors in their  trade; is not required  to comply  with  the bonding  and

insurance  requirements;  and is not permitted  to apply  for  permits  in their  name.  An active  master  is a

person  who has met the licensing/registration  requirements  pursuant  to this chapter; who labors  in  their

trade; is required  to comply  with  the bonding  and insurance  requirements;  and is permitted  to apply  for

permits  in  their  name.

(Ord. 5410 § 1 (part),  1998)

13.13.350  Master's  License/Registration  Required

No person, company,  partnership,  firm,  corporation,  and/or  association  shall engage  in  business  as a

master  and do work  on a Utility  system within  the city  of  Council  Bluffs,  unless such person,  company,

firm,  partnership,  corporation,  and/or  association  shall have obtained  from  the city  of  Council  Bluffs  a

master's  license/registration.

(Ord. 5410 F:3 1 (part), 1998)

13.13.360  Master  -  Insurance  Required

A Utility  mast contractor  shall furnish  to the city  clerk  a certificate  of  insurance,  subject  to approval  by

the city  attorney,  evidencing  commercial  general liability  insurance  coverage or its equivalent  in  the

minimum  amount  of  one million  dollars  ($1,000,000.00)  per occurrence  for bodily  injury,  including

death or damage to property  of  others, arising  out of  work  performed  or responsibilities  assumed under

the license. The aggregate  limit  shall be no less than one million  dollars  ($1,000,000.00).  In addition,
the Utilitymast  contractor  shall furnish  a certificate  of  insurance,  subject  to approval  bythe  city  attorney,

evidencing  worker's  compensation  insurance sufficient  to satisfy the laws of the state of Iowa;

employer's  liability  insurance  in the minimum  amount  of  one hundred  thousand  dollars  ($100,000.00);
and auto liability  insurance  in the minimum  amount  of  one million  dollars  ($1,000,000.00).

These limits  may be provided  by any combination  of  primary  and excess policies.  The insurance

company  shall endeavor  to provide  thirty  (30) days' notice  of  cancellation  or nonrenewal  to the city

clerk.

(Ord. 5850 Eg 2, 2005)

13.13.370  Master  -  Bond  Required

Before  an active  master's  license  can be issued  under  the provisions  of  this chapter, the applicant  therefor

shall burnish  a corporate  surety  bond, said bond to be approved  by the city  attorney,  in  the sum  of  not

less than ten thousand  dollars  ($10,000.00),  to secure the city  of  Council  Bluff  and the public  against

damages thatmay  arise by virtue  of  carelessness or neglect  ofthe  licensee  to properly  execute  and protect

the work,  or for any penalty  that may  be imposed  under  the provisions  of  this chapter. The bond  shall  be

executed by a qualified  surety company,  licensed  to do business in the state of  Iowa. The bond shall

further  be conditioned  that the applicant  shall  furnish  and install  all work  byhis  orher  firm  or  corporation

furnished  an installed  in  strict  compliance  with  the terms of  this  chapter.



(Ord.  5410  S, I (part),  1998)

13.13.380  Master  - Advertising

Any  master  licensed  under  the  provisions  of  this  chapter  who  advertises  in  a print  medium  distributed  to

Council  Bluffs'  residences  shall  also  include  in  the  advertisement  the  master's  license  number.

(Ord.  5410  FS, 1 (part),  1998)

13.13.390  Journeyman

A contractor  may  employ  a licensed  journeyman  to be responsible  for  the classifications  and area(s)  of

work  for  which  his  or her  journeyman's  license  was  issued.  All  journeymen  shall  meet  the qualifications

detailed  in  this  chapter.

(Ord.  5410  § 1 (part),  1998)

13.13.420  Violation  - Penalty

Anyperson  found  guilty  of  a violation  of  the  provisions  of  this  chapter  shall,  upon  conviction,  be subject

to the penalty  provisions  set forth  in CBMC  8.02.020.  Each  day  that  a violation  is allowed  to continue

shall  constitute  a separate  and distinct  violation.  At  the discretion  of  the city  attorney,  any  violation  of

the  provisions  of  this  chapter  may  be pursued  as a municipal  infraction  according  to the  terms  of  CBMC

1.95  in lieu  of  criminal  prosecution.

(Ord.  5577  § 4, 2001)

SECTION  2. REPEALER.  All  ordinances  or parts  of  ordinances  in conflict  with  the provisions  of

this  ordinance  are hereby  repealed.

SECTION3.  SEVERABILITYCLAUSE.  Ifanyoftheprovisionsofthisordinanceareforanyreason

declared  illegal  or void,  then  the lawful  provisions  of  this  ordinance  which  are severable  from  said

unlawful  provisions  shall  be and  remain  in full  force  and effect,  the same  as if  the  ordinance  contained

no illegal  or void  provisions.

SECTION  4. EFFECTIVE  DATE.  This  ordinance  shall  be in  full  force  and effect  from  and after  its

final  passage  and  publication,  as by  law  provided.

PASSED

AND

APPROVED

March  13,  2023.

Attest:

City  Clerk

Mayor

First  Consideration:  2-27-23

Second  Consideration:  3-13-23

Public  Hearing:  N/A

Third  Consideration:  Waived



State of  lowa

Pottattwattamie  County

CITY  OF COUNCIL  BLUFFS

209 PEARL  ST.

COUNCIL  BLUFFS,  14 51503

Proof  Of  Publication

I, (thc  undersigned)  on my  oath  do solemnly  that  I am an authorized

represcntaive  or  CBN  Daily  Nonpareil,  a newspaper  issued  DAILY

m'id printed  in said  county,  COUNCIL  BLUFFS,  IOWA.

The  aftached  notice  was  published  in  said  newspaper  l consecutive

time(s)  as follows:

The  Fit'st  publication  thereof  began  on the i9th  day  of  March,  2023.

Billlng  Representative

Sworn  to and subscribed  before  me this  19th day

of March,  A.D.  2023.

Notary  Public

State  of  Virginia

County  of Hanover

My Commission  expires

Publication Cost:

Customer Number:

Order Number:

E-miil

$277.87

1003258

000035935]

jquakenbusl'@councilblufFs-ia.gov



ORDINANCE N0. 6552

AN ORDINANCE TO MIE)iD  TmJ  13, allL>
INaS ANO CONSTRuCTKlN OFTHE 2020 MU-
NICI('At CO(}E OF COUNCIL BLUFFS, )OWA BY
AMENDING AND REPEALING SEVERAL SEC-
TK)NS IN CHAPTER 13.13
"ljCENSINUREGlSTRATtON OF THE PLUMB-
ING TRA(iE'.

BEffOROAINED
BY THE CffY  COUNCIL

OFTHE
CnY OF COUNCIL BLUFFS, IOWA

SEC?K)Nl. That Title 13, Buildings and Con-
strucUon oT the 2020 Municipal  Code of Coun-
cil Bluffs, lowa is amended by amendiiig and
repealing several sections in Chapter 13.13
"Licensing/Registration  of the Plumblng
Tradl  to read as follows:

Chapter 1!13  - lK%tNa/TualS'rRATH)N  OF
THE f'lUMBIN(i  TRADE
13.l3.OlOTitle
13.13.020 Pupoose And Scope
13.13.180 Examination

13.l3.t95Examlnatlon  ualifications
13.13.200 Examination  Fee
U.U.210  Examination-  Methods

l3.l3.25QLawn  Imgaiion

O( Revocallon
13.13.330 License/Reqistralion   Transfer PTO
hlbiW
13.U.340 Masters
13.13J50 Master's License/Jistration  Rt'

13.13.38D Master-Advenlslna

Edffloh  note-  Although aid. 60a4 repealed
aids.  5990 and 5991, the iment was to rescind
aids.  59go and 5ggi. Therefore, nO action from
OrdS. 59% and 5ggl haVe been incorporated
into this chapter.

1!13.DlOTh+e
This chapter  shall be known  as khe
licensing/registration  of the plumbing, utility
and lawn inigation  trade,  and may be so cited.

(aid.  S4iO €4 r (part), t998)

The purpose oT this chapter Is to piovlde JOT
the licensing of the uliliiy  hade doing uUlity
work in Council Bluffs, lowa, in order to pro
ted  public safer, health, and welfare of the
citizens.

(Oid. 541091 (part), 1998)

13.13.1U Eumimmn
Any person desiiing a journeyman OT master
license In Utlllty Confiactlng  musl pass a
proclored aammatitin  admlnlstered by the
City ol Council Bluffs before belng able to ob-
tain a 11cense.

(aid. 5410 !  1 (part). 1998)

1113.190 Eumimtbn   App(mtffin
Any person desking a, utllity master. or ufflity
journeyman shall make application to the
plumbing Inspector for an examination. The
plumbing inspector shall provide forms for
this purpose. Applicants  will apply for testing
to be a uilllty  master, or a ukilRy journeyman.
The applicanLi shall be reviewed and ap



proved to see if khek qualifications  for exami
nation have been satisfied. The applicants
shall clearly verify in wiiting  their experience
lot the classlfiaation of license desired as de-
scilbed  in C8MC 13.13.195.

(aid.  5410 § 1 (part). 1998)

A.Uliliky Master. A person desiiing ko be
examined as a ulili5  master must be able to
show a minimum experience of fox  years in
the area of plumbing/ullllty  work which the
applicam seeks to be licensed and at least
two of lhose years as a licensed iourneyman
and shall be required to pass an examinatlon
according lo this chaplet masker's test and
pay the required {ee before belng issued a 11
cense.

B. Utility  loumeyman.  A person desking to
be examined as a utiliky journeyman:

1. Must be ahle to verify:
a. The Ilcensing as utilRy joumey

man fiom another lurlsdlctlon  with the mme
apprentice requlrements (verified by the ail
mlnlstiative  authority);  or

b. A minimum of two years or
four khousand hours af on4heiob  expeilence
in their  trade; by:

(1) A notarlzed lenei  from a uulity
master  currently licensed mth  the city stating
the apprentice has demonstrated his or her
abilities to perform the duties of a utillty  jour
neyman; and/or

(2) Business or tax records;
2.Shall be required to pass an examlna-

tion according to this chapter joumeyman's
exam and pay the iequked Tee before being
Issued a license.

(aid.  5425 § I, Igti8: Ord.5410 !  l (pari), Igg8)

1!13a  Eufflillatklll-FH

Even person maklng application for each date
oT examination or ieexamliiation  for a parucu-
lar type ol license shall pay an examination
fee joy each test as set foith In the prevailing
schedule of fees. CBMC 2.08. The fees shall be
pald and attached to eaeh application for the
Ilcense classificakion(s) desked. Fees for ex-
ammations are not iefundable.

(aid. 5410 !  l (part). 1998)

li.l3.210  !mmimtmn-Metht)m
Every person aamlned  shall show satislado
ry knowledge of the methods and standards
for peforming  work under the codes of the
city of Council BlufTs, lowa. The examlnation
shall be an exam based on the code adopted
by the ciky, practical, and shall be of such a
nature as to uniformly test the capabilikies of
all applicants for the same 5pe  oT license. The
exams shall be proctoied. The passing per-
centage grade TOT the euminatlons  shall be
seventyfive  (75) percent correct.

(aid.  5410 % 1 (park), 1998)

U.13.240 Ulliua

A.Uiillk} WOTk. utlll!y  WOTk IS the Installa
tion, alteration,  replacement,  repair.  and
maintenance o( sewer laterals, and water
servlces fiom the publlc maln to the building.

B.Uiili5  Master. A uUli!y master is a per-
son who is Ilcensed pursuam to khis chapter
and is qualified and equipped lo layauI  plan,
insFall. repak, and maintain sewer lakerals and
water semces and to supervise apptentices

and iouineymen in utility work. It is unlawkil

tioytoainay puebylslwonmkoaAoelutwili.l!, owuoirka ivnatlhldecca0puanccl.lj
BlufTs utility  master's license.

C. Ukiliiy Journeyman. A ut'lity  journeyman
is a person who is licensed pursuant to this
chapter and does uiility  work as an employee



of a utility mastv. R shall be unlawful lot any
peTson 10 da uliliiy work in the capacity Of a
utility joumeyman wlihouk a valid Council
(lluffs utility joumeyman's license.

(Ord. 5410 !  1 (p(irt), 1998)

A. Lawn Imgation Work. lawn irrigation
work is the Installation, alteration, iepak, re-
placemenl and maintenance o( lawn iriiga-
lion plping systems for nonpotable water
starting ak the downstream end oi a backflow
preventlon device. Tm backllow valve shall be
Installed by a licensed pliimbing backflow
technician. Lawn inigaton  work Includes all
piping, heads, valves. and plping of controls in
the lawn inigation system.

B. Lawn migation Registration. A lawn irii
gation contracim is a person. firm. partner-
ship, or corporation who may conduct. cntry
on, oy engage In ihe business oI lawn iriiga
tion work. It shall be unlawful for any lawn it
iigation contractor to engage in the business
of lawn Irrigation work as a !awn inigatlon
contractor unless they have a valid Council
BlufTs lawn Irilgation registration.

(aid. 5410 !  l (pait). 1998)

A.Classifications for thischaptei areas fol
lows:

Utilih Master (licensed)
(active or inactive)

Utillty lourneytnan (licensed)

Lawnlnigalion  Contractor(registered)

s. All licenses and registrations shall ex
piie on July 1st of each odd numbered yeai
and may be renewed theiea(ter biennlally
upon appllcakion of the licensee or iegiskrant
with paytnenl oT the annual lee to the city
clerk.

C. New licenses/registialions may be pio
rated on a half-year basis.

D. An IdentificaUon cam shall be {urnlshed
a licensee by the clty of Coiineil Bluffs at the
kline of the issuance of such
license/registration, and the identificakion
card shall be canied on the person of such
licensee/ieglstiant at all tlmes dunng the
wotking period ol the licensee/registrant, and
failure to do so shall be deemed a violation of
the provisions ol thls chapter.

E. On or before June 1st o{ each renewal
year, the clty will seiid notices to the
licensee's/ieglslraiit's last kn(iwn address in
Forming them that their registration or license

issubnleedar.llOnng exlSpliaatistin.aThec0purhoevlssylon10of tthhise
licensea/regiskianks, and the failure oTthe city
to send such a notice OT the !ailiiie of the
licensee/registiant to receive sueh notice
does not affect the expiratlon date oT the
license/registration, so long as the
11cense/registration Issued by the city showed
an expiration ilale iherean.

F. All of the above listed inasters, joumey
men, iegiskered kiigaiion contiac(ors and
plumbing coniraclars. shall be sulJect to the
laws of the state ol lawa and the ordinances
oT the Municipal Code for the city oT Council
Bluffs, lowa.

(aid. 5780 !l l (part). 2004)

unJo  license/eBk3atkin  - Lile  Fees
Before a license/teglsliation shall be lssued
under Ihls chapter. the appllcantshall pay the
biennial license (ees as set Torlh in the cunenl
schedule of lees (ound as adopted by the city
council. It a license Is not renewed by )uly ).
lliete ivlll be a penalty lee as set I(l(111 In the



cunem  schedule oT fees.

(aid.  5780 !  l (part), 2004)

Or bvocation
In addition to the penalties provided in this
chapter. the Chle( Building Official board may
suspend {or 30 days OT less the
license/registration  of any licensed
/registered  master, journeyman,  or coniractor
issued under the provlsions oT this chapter it
the licensee/iegiskiee  has violated this chap-
ter iir the plumbing code of the dty  of Council
Bluffs, lowa. Suspensions issued by the Chief
Building Official may be appealed to the Com
munlty Development Director. Any suspension
or revocation exceeding 30 days is to be senl
to the Board of Appeals for consldeiatlon.  The
licensee/tegistiee  shall  sunendei  such
license/registration  either in person or by
sending it by certified mail to the plumbing in
spectoi  within five days after  the board sends
notice ol suspension oi  ievocation to the
licensee's/reglslree's  last known address. Any
master, ioumeyman. iegistree whose license
has been suspended or revoked by the Board
of Appeals shall not be permitted  to apply lot
another license ot registratlon  {or a period as
determined by the board, not to exceed one
year for the date ol such suspension or revo
cation.

(aid.  5410 !  l (part). 1998)

hibded
If any licensee OT registree should or should
attempt  to transfer his/her  11cense or to allow
OT permit  the same to be used, directly  O( Indk
iectly, by any other person for any purpose
whaksoevei, the licensee/iegistree  shall be
subject to the penalties as outllned In this
chapter

(aid.  5410 !  1 (part), 1998)

13.13.140 Masters
A master shall be employed lull(ime.  Masters
licensed under the provisions of tlvs ahapter
shall be responsible for the classiTicalions and
area(s) ol work for which their license was is-
sued. All masters shall meet the qualifications
detailed In thls chapter. All masters shall be
categorlied  as either being aclive or inactive.
an inactive master is a person who has met
the licensing/reglsffatlon  requirements pur
suant to this chapter who labors In their
trade; is not required to comply wlth the
bonding and insurance requirements: and is
not permitted to apply lot permits in their
name. An active master is a person who has
met the licensing/iegistratlon  reqiilrements
pursuant to this chapter; who labors in lheli
trade; Is iequlted 10 eomply with the bondln(l
and insurance requlremenks; and is permitted
to apply lot permits In their  name.

(aid. 5410 :ll  (part), 1998)

13.13,iSO Maslels  LiceB%  Re-

No person, company, pannership.  fimi.  corpo
ationi  and/or associahon shall engage in

business as a master and do work on a Utility
system within  the city of Council Bluffs, unless
such person. company. firm. parhietship,  cot
poralion, and/or association shall have ob
tained from the Clty of Council Bluffs a mas
ter's llcense7egistra(ion.

(aid. 5410% l (part), 1%8)

13.l3a  Masm-hsiiranceRequired
A Utlliky master contacior  shall Turnish to the
city clerk a cerkiTlcate oJ insurance. subject to
appiiival  by the ci5  attorney. evidencing cam-
mercial general Ilabillty  Insurance coverage or



its equivalent in the minlmum amounk oT one
million dollars (51,000,000.00) pet occunence
for bodlly injury, includlng deakh or damage to
property of others, aiising out ol work pei
formed or responsibilities  assumed under the
license. The aggregate limit shall be no less
than one million dollars ($1,OOO.OOO.OO). In atl
dltion, the Ukill5 master contractor shall lui
nish a cedificate  of insurance, subject to ap
proval by the city attorney, evidencing work
eis  compensation insurance sufficient  ko sat

::ui:ihtye jna"su'iaonfc'eheins:h'eemo:n'iomwuameam4ounat'osl
one hundred thousand dollars ($100.000.00);
and auto liability insurance in the minlmum
amouni  of one million dollars  ($l.GOO.OtX).00).

These limits may be provided by any comblna-
kion of ptimary and excess pollcies. The insui-
ance company shall endeavor to provide thirty
(30) days' notice of cancellation  or
nontenewal to the city clerk.

(Ord. 5850 § 2, 2[)05)

13.113 7(34@ster-$mReqpim
Before an active maskeis  license can be is-

saupepdlllcuan,die:hteh,eerorlovsishiaoln. %olTnihshis eahacp0t,eprol,tahtee
sureky bond, said bond to be approved by the
city attomey. in the sunn oT not less !han ten
thousand dollars ($10,000.00), to secure the
city of Council BluTls and the puhlic against

:':Wa!:egrhia;:oa7u'::sW:Xs'::'::i'o:ae:el:e::
ecute and proted  the work, or for any penalty
that may be imposed uiidei  the provisions o{
this chapter. The bond shall be executed by a
qualified surety company, licensed tO da busi-
ness in the state oT lowa. The bond shall fut
thei be conditioned ihat the appllcant shall
{uinish and install all work by his or her fiym
or corporation  fumished  and mslalled in strict
compliance with  the term of this chapter.

(aid.  5410 § 1 (part), 1998)

13.U.380 Master - Adverlismg
Any mastei licensed under ihe provisions of
this chapter who advenises in a prim medium
distributed to Council Bluffs' iesldences shall
also Include In the advertisement  the master's
11cense number.

(aid.  5410 !  1 (patt), 1998)

A contiac(or  may employ a licensed ioumey
man to be iesponslble for the classifications
and area(s) oT work for which his OT her jour
neyman's license was Issued. All joumeymen
shall meek the qualificaUons detailed In this
chapter.

(aid. 5410 :! l (part), 1998)

13.il42D  Vmt+on  - Penam
Any person lound guilty of a violaUon o{ the
provisions of this chapter shall. upon convic
tion, be subject to the penalty provisions set
foith  in CBMC (LO).020. Each day that a viola-
tlon Is allowed Fo continue shall constikuke a
separate and distinct violaFlon. M the discre
tion oT the city atiorney,  any violation of the
pioviiions  of this ehaptei may be pursued as
a munlclpal Infraction according to khe terms
of CBMC 1.95 in lieu of criminal prosecution.

(OTd. 5577 g 4, ;ool)

sBcrQ)!  2. REPEAIER . All ordinances or
parts or ordinances in conflict  with the provi-
sions oflhis  ordinance ate hereby repealed.

SECTK}H3. SEVERABILffYCLAUSE. IlanyoT
t6e-j;o'viiions-oi  this oidinanct'  are Tor any
reason dedated  illegal O( viiid, then the lawhil
piovislons  of this ordinance which are



severable liom said unlawful piovisioni  shall
be and remain in fiill lorce and effeci, Ihe
same as if the ordinance contained no illegal
oi void piovisions.

SECTION 4. EFFECTIVE DATA This ordinance
shall be in full force and effect from and after
its final passage and publication, as by law
provided.

PASSED AND APPROVED March 11 2023
Matthew  1. Walsh, Mayor
)odi Quakenbush, City Clerk
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Chapter  13.13  - LICENSING/REGISTRATION  OF  THE  PLUMBING  TRADE

13.13.010  Title

13.13.020  Purpose  And  Scope

13.13.100  Plumbitg  Board Of."tBpcals
13.13.110  Limitations  Of  Thc  Board

13.13.120  McmbcrsliiB  Of  Thc Board
13.13.130  Rccords  Of  The  Board

13.13.M0  Tcrms  Of  Thc  Board

13.13.150  Meetings  Of  The  Board

13.13.160  Dutics  Of  Thc  Board

13.13.170  Appeal  Procedurc  For  Thc  Board

13.13.180  Examination

13.13.190  Examination  - Application

13.13.195  Examination  - Qualifications

13.13.200  Examination  - Fee

13.13.210  Examination  - Methods

13.13.220  Examination  Failurc

13.13.230  Plumbing

13.13.240  Utilities

13.13.2/15  Gencral  Contractor

13.13.250  Lawn   Irrigation

13.13.260  Watcr  Conditioning

13.13.270  Drain  Clcaning

13.13.290  Licensing  And  Registrations

13.13.300  License/Registration  - Fees

13.l3.310Liccnsc/Rcgiatration  RcciprocationConditions

13.13.320  License/Registration  - Suspension  Or  Revocation

13.13.330  License/Registration  - Transfer  Prohibited

13.13.340  Masters

13.13.350  Master's  License/Registration  Required

13.13.360  Master  - Insurance  Required

13.13.370  Master  - Bond  Required

13.13.380  Master  - Advertising

13.13.390  Journeyman

13.13.400  Master's.%d  Journcyman's  Continuing  Education

13.1  3!llO.'lpprcnticc

13.13.420  Violation  - Penalty

Editor's  note-Although  Ord.  6004  repealed  Ords.  5990  and  5991,  the  intent  was  to rescind  Ords.

5990  and 5991.  Therefore,  no action  from  Ords.  5990  and 5991 have  been  incorporated  into  this

chapter.

13.13.010  Title

This  chapter  shall  be la'iown  as the licensing/registration  of  the plumbing,  utility  and lawn

irrigation  trade,  and  may  be so cited.



(Ord.  5410  § 1 (part),  1998)

(Ord.  5410  § 1 (part),  1998)

13.13.100  Plumbing  Board  Of."ippcals

In ordcr  to licar  and dccidc  appcals  of ordcrs,  dccisions  or dctcrminations  made by tlic

administrativc  autliority  relativc  to tlic  application  and intcrprctations  of  this  code;  tliere  is crcatcd

thc  plumbing  board  of  appeals  (licrcinaftcr  refcrrcd  to as the board)  consisting  of  members  wlio

are qualificd  by cxpcricncc  and training  to pass upon  matters  pcrtaining  to plumbing  design,

construction  and  maintcnancc  and the  public  hcalth  aspects  of  plumbing  systems,  and wlio  arc not

cmployccs  of  thc  jurisdiction.  Tlic  plu'inbing  inspcctor  shall  bc an cx officio  member  and sliall  act

as sccrctary  to thc  board  but  sliall  havc  no votc  upon  any  mattcr  bcforc  thc  board.  The  board  shall

adopt  rulcs  of  proccdurc  for  conducting  its busincsa  and sliall  rendcr  all dccisions  and findings  in

writing  to thc  appcllant  with  a duplicatc  copy  to tlic  building  official.

(Ord.  5'l 10 'g 1 (part),  1998)

13.13.110  Limitations  Of  The  Board

The  board  sliall  have  no authority  rclativc  to intcrprctation  of  tlie  ad'ininistrative  provisions  of  tl'iis

codc  nor  shall  tlie  board  bc empowered  to waive  rcquiremcnts  of  tliis  codc.

(Ord.  5410  § 1 (part),  1998)

13.13.120 Mctnbcrs%  Of  The Board
Thc  board  shall  consist  of  six  membcrs  with  two  mcmbcrs  bcing  qualificd  and licensed  plumbing

mastcrs;  two  mcmbers  bcing  qualificd  and liccnscd  journe',qnan  plumbcrz;  one member  being

qualified  and licctsed  utility  mastcr;  and onc  mcmbcr  bcing  a mcmbcr  of  the public  at large.  The

administrativc  authority  shall  bc an cx officio  member  of  thc  board  and shall  act as secrctary  to

said  board.  Thc  appointments  shall  bc staggcrcd  two  ycar  tcn'ns.  A  'v'aCanC'y'  occuts  when  a mcmbcr

rcsigts,  dics,  movcs  from  the  statc  of  Iowa,  or  has tl'iree  uncxcuscd  abscnccs  (as determined  by  thc

board)  within  any  twelve  month  pcriod.

(Ord.  5"110 S, 1 (part),  1')98)

13.13.130  Records  Of  The  Board

Thc  plumbing  inspector  or thc  it'spcctor's  dcsigncc  sliall  set'e  as sccrctary  of  tlie  board  and shall

kccp  minutcs  and rccords  of  all  procccdings  bcforc  the  board.

(Ord.  5"110 § 1 (part),  1998)

13.13.140  Terms  Of  The  Board

Thc  tcn'n  for  each membcr  of  thc  board  shall  bc  two  ycam.  A  board  mcmbcr  will  be limitcd  to two

consccutive  teri'ns  without  a brcalc  in scr,'icc.  Tlie  board  shall  at thc  first  mccting  of  tlie  calendar

ycar  clect  one  of  its membcrs  to scrvc  as tl'ic chairpcrson  of  thc  board,  and clcct  one of  its members

to sci'c  as thc  vicc  cl'iairperson  of  thc  board.

(Ord.  5"110 Fg 1 (part),  1998)



13.13.150  Meetings  Of  The  Eoard

Thc  board  shall  conduct  mcctings  on an as necdcd  basis. Forir  mcmbcrs  of  the board  shall

COIlGtltuTC  a quOIllnl  far  Transactlon  Of buSlne5!:i*

(Ord.  5"110 § 1 (part),  1998)

13.13.160  Duties  Of  T-heBoard

Tlie  duties  of  the  board  includc:

A. Malcing  a dctcrinination  of  any  appcal  arising  from  actions  of  tlic  adminimative  autliority;

B. Sliall  rcvicw  and approvc  ncw  liccnsc/rcgistration  applications  in accordance  with  this

(Ord.  5'l 10 § 1 (part),  I 998)

13.13.170  Appeal  Procedure  For  The  Board

A. ,%yindividualorgroupaggricvcdbyadccisionoftl'icadministrativcautl'ioritymayappcal

that  dccision  witliin  thiity  (30)  days  by  filing  a writtcn  noticc  and an administrativc  filing

fcc  witli  thc  administrative  authority  as set forth  in thc  current  schcdulc  of  fees as adoptcd

by  the city  council.

B. Within  tcn  (10)  days  aftcr  thc  appcal  is filcd,  the administrativc  authority  shall  schcdulc  a

hcaring  bcforc  thc  board.  Thc  hcaring  shall  be hcld  within  thiity  (30)  days after  tlie  filing

of  thc  appcal  unlcas  both  partics  agrcc  othcrvvise.

C. Hcarings  of  thc  board  shall  bc conductcd  in an infori'nal  manncr;  formal  rules  of  cvidcncc

shall  not apply.  .'it  tlic  hearing,  all  partics  shall  havc  the opportunity  to present  evidcncc

and cross cxaminc  witncsscs.  Thc board  may  cstablish  additional  written  rules  of

proccdure  for  thc  conduct  of  hcarings.

D. The  appcllant  shall  causc  to bc  made  at his  or  her  own  cxpcnsc  any  tcst  or rcsearch  rcquircd

by  tlic  board  to substantiate  his  or her  claims.

E. Thc  board  may  continuc  tlie  hcaring  to a spccified  time  and datc  if  thc  board  determincs

that  additional  cvidcncc  is nccessary  to decidc  the  issuc.

F.  ,/kt thc  conclusion  of  thc  hcaring,  or within  tcn  (10)  days  aftcr  thc  hcaring,  the board  sliall

makc  writtcn  findings  and citlicr  sustain,  modify,  or rcvcrsc  thc  ordcr  of  thc  administrative

autliority.  Thc writtcn  findings  and dccision  shall  bc mailcd  to tlic  appellant  at tlic

appellant's  last lcnown  addrcss.  The sccrctary  of  tlic  board  sliall  maintain  the writtcn

findings  and decision  as a public  rccord.

(Ord.  5577  FS) 1, 2001)

13.13.180  Examination

Any  person  desiring  a journeyman  or master  license  in  Utility  Contracting  ccrtain  classifications

dcscribcd  in this  chaptep  must  paSS  a proctored  examination  administered  by  the City  of  Council

Bluffs  before  being  able  to obtain  a license.  if  not  ablc  to thc  rcciprocation  conditions  outlincd  in

CBMC  13.13.310.

(Ord.  5"110 § 1 (part),  1!)98)



13.13.190  Examination  - Application

Any  person  desiring  a any  classifications  ofi plumbing  mastcr,  plumbing  journcytnan,  utility

master,  or  utility  journeyman  shall  make  application  to the  plumbing  inspector  for  an examination.

The  plumbing  inspector  shall  provide  forms  for  this  purpose.  Applicants  will  apply  for  testing  to

be a plumbing  mastcr,  a plumbing  journcyman,  a utility  master,  or a utility  journeyman.  The

applicants  shall  be  reviewed  and  approved  to see if  their  qualifications  for  examination  have  been

satisfied.  The  applicants  shall  clearly  verify  in writing  their  experience  for  the 

classification  of  license  desired  as described  in  CBMC  13.13.195.

(Ord.  5410  § 1 (part),  1998)

13.13.195  Examination  - Qualifications

A. PlumbingMastcr.,"lpersondcsiringtobccxamincdasaP1umbingMastermustbeablcto

show  a mini'inum  expericncc  of  six  years  in  tlie  area  of  plumbing/utility  work  which  the

applicant  sccks  to bc  liccnscd  and at least  two  of  those  years  as a liccnscd  journe',man;

shall  be  required  to paas  an cxamination  according  to this  chaptcr  mastcr's  tcst;  and  pay  thc

rcquircd  fcc  bcfore  being  issued  a liccnsc.  Thc  method  of  vcrification  to bc  the  same  as for

a journcyi'nan.

B.  Plumbing  Journcyman.  zA pcraon  dcsiring  to be cxamincd  as a journcyi'nan  plumbcr:

1.  Must  be  ablc  to verify:

a. Thc  liccnsing  as journcyinan  plumber  from  anotlicr  jurisdiction  witli  thc

samc  apprcnticc  rcquiremcnts  (vcrificd  by  thc  administrativc  authority);  or

b.  A minimum  of  thrcc  ycars  complctcd  of  a four  ycar  Unitcd  Statc's

Dcpartmcnt  of  Labor  plumbcr's  apprenticc  school  whilc  being  cmploycd  as

a plumbcr's  apprcntice;  or

c. A  minimum  of  four  ycats  or cight  thousand  houts  of  on thc  job  expcricncc

in  thc  trade  as a plumbing  apprenticc;  by

(1)  .'r  notarizcd  lcttcr  from  a mastcr  or  journc',man  plumbcr  currcntly

liccnscd  with  thc  city  stating  thc  apprcnticc  has  dcmotstratcd  his  or

hcr  abilitics  to pcrform  thc  duties  of  a jouriicyinan  plumbcr;  or

(2) Busincss  or tax  rccords;  and

2.  Shall  bc  requircd  to pass  an cxamination  according  to tliis  chaptcr's  journe)ri'nan'a

exam  and  pay  tlic  rcquircd  fcc  bcforc  bcing  issucd  a liccnsc.

C. Utility  Master.  A  person  desiring  to be examined  as a utility  master  must  be  able  to show

a minimum  experience  of  four  years  in the area  of  plumbing/utility  work  which  the

applicant  seeks  to be  licensed  and  at least  two  of  those  years  as a licensed  journeyman;  and

shall  be  required  to pass  an examination  according  to this  chapter  master's  test  and  pay  the

required  fee  before  being  issued  a license.

D. Utility  Journeyman.  A  person  desiring  to be  examined  as a utility  journeyi'nan:

1.  Must  be  able  to verify:

a. The  licensing  as utility  journeyman  from  another  jurisdiction  with  the  same

apprentice  requirements  (verified  by  the  administrative  authority);  or

b.  A  minimum  of  two  years  or  four  thousand  hours  of  on-the-job  experience

in  their  trade;  by:



(1) A notarized  letter  from  a mastcr  or journcyt'nan  plumber  or utility

master  currently  licensed  with  the city  stating  the apprentice  has

demonstrated  his  or her  abilities  to perform  the duties  of  a utility

journeyman;  and/or

(2) Business  or tax  records;

2. Shall  be required  to pass an examination  according  to this  chapter  journeyman's

exam  and  pay  the  required  fee  before  being  issued  a license.

E. Tradcspcrson  and/or  Apprcnticc.  Thcrc  is  no  minimum  cxpcricnce  required  for

rcgiatration.

(Ord.  5425  § 1, 1998:  Ord.  5410  Eg 1 (part),  1998)

13.13.200  Examination  - Fee

Every  person  making  application  for  each date of  examination  or reexamination  for  a particular

type  of  license  shall  pay  an examination  fee for  each  test  as set forth  in  the prevailing  schedule  of

fees, CBMC  2.08.  The fees shall  be paid  and attached  to each application  for the license

classification(s)  desired.  Fees  for  examinations  are not  refundable.

(Ord.  5410  § 1 (part),  1998)

13.13.210  Examination  - Methods

Every  person  examined  shall  show  satisfactory  knowledge  of  the methods  and standards  for

perforining  4e  work  under  the codes  of  the  city  of  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa.  The  examination  shall

bcfromathird  partytcstingagcncyusingancxambasedonthecodeadoptedbythecity,practical,

and shall  be of  such  a nature  as to uniformly  test  the  capabilities  of  all  applicants  for  the  same  type

of  license.  The  exams  shall  be proctored.  The  passing  percentage  grade  for  the examinations  shall

be seventy-five  (75)  percent  correct.

(Ord.  5410  § 1 (part),  1998)

13.13.220  Examinahon  Failtu-e

When  an applicant  fails  to pass thc  cxamination  rcquired  by  this  chaptcr,  a waiting  period  of  one

month  on thc  first  failure;  three  months  on the sccond  failurc;  and six  months  on the  tliird  failurc

sliall  be requircd  bcforc  such  applicant  sliall  be cligible  to again  takc  such  cxamination.

(Ord. 5"110 !' 1 (part), 1')98)

13.13.230  Plumbing

A.. Plumbing  Work.  Plumbing  worlc  is thc installation,  altcration,  rcplaccment,  repair,  and

maintenancc  of  plumbing  fixturcs;  plumbing  systcms;  potablc  watcr  systcms;  nonpotablc

watcr  systcrns;  dratn,  wastc,  and vcnt  systcrns;  fuel  gas systcrn5;  and otlicr  piping  systeins

which  includcs  but  arc not  limitcd  to: hot  water  heating  paclcagc  boilcrs,  potable  watcr

boilcrs,  othcr  piping  systems  for  solid,  liquid,  and gas; setting  fixturcs  and other  rclatcd

cquipmcnt.  Alsoi  all work  covcrcd by utilities,  drain clcancrs, watcr  sofi:cners,  and lawn

B.  Plumbing  Mastcr.  ."y  plumbing  mastcr  is a pcrson  who  is liccnscd  pursuant  to this  chaptcr

and is qualificd  and  equippcd  to layout,  plan,  install,  rcpair,  andmaintain  plumbing  systcms

and plumbing  fixturcs;  and  to supcrvise  apprenticcs  and  journcyincn  in  plumbing  work.  It



is unlawful  for  anypcrson  to do plumbing  work  in  thc  capacity  of  a mastcr  plumber  without

a valid  Council  Bluf'f",  mastcr  plumber's  liccnsc.

C. Plumbing  Jouriieyman.  z"( plumbing  jouriicyman  is a pctson  who  is licensed  pursuant  to

this  chaptcr  to plumbing  worlc  as an employcc  of  a plumbing  mastcr.  It  is unlawful  for  any

pctson  to do plumbing  work  in tlic  capacity  of  a journeyman  plumbcr  without  a valid

Council  Bluff',  journeyman  plumbcr's  licensc..'i  journeyman  plumbcr  shall  worlc  undcr  tlic

authority  of  a mastcr  plumbcr.

D. PlumbingApprcnticc.  A  plumbing  apprcnticc  is a pcrson  who  docs  plumbing  work  as an

cmploycc  under  the  direct  supct'ision  and  in  the  immcdiatc  prcscncc  of  a plumbing  mastcr

or jouri'ic',q'nan.  It is rinlawful  for  any  pcraon  to do plumbing  worlc  in thc capacity  of  an

apprenticc  plumbcr  witliout  a valid  Council  Bluffs  apprcnticc  plumbcr!s  liccnsc.  Thc

master  can worlc  a maximum  of  two  apprcntices  pcr  journcyi'nan  or mastcr.

E.  CSST  Installcr.  A CSST  installcr  is a pcrson  who  installs,  rcpairs,  maintains,  replaces,  and

alters  cornigatcd  stainless  stccl  tubing  syatcms  for  fucl  gas. It shall  bc unlawful  for  any

person  to install  or rcpair  CSST  fucl  gas piping  without  thc  following:  ccrtification  by  thc

manufacturcr;  a valid  Council  Bluffs  mastcr  or jouriic',man  plumbcr's  liccnse;  and a valid

rcgistration  with  thc  city  of  Council  Bluffs.

F.  Baclcflow  (Plumbing)  Technician.  A baclcflow  (plumbing)  tccl'inician  is a person  who

installs,  rcpairs,  maintains,  rcplaccs,  and tcsts  backflow  prcvcntion  dcviccs,  it is unlawful

for  any  pcrson  to install,  rcpair,  maintain,  or test  backflow  dcviccs  witliout  tlie  following:

a valid  Iowa  Departmcnt  of  Public  Hcalth  registration  card for  baclcflow  prevention

asscmblytcstcr;  avalid  Council  Btuffa  mastcr  or  journcyi'nan  plumbcr's  liccnse;  and a valid

rcgistration  with  thc  city  of  Council  Bluffs.

G. Baclcflow  (firc)  techi'iician.  z'k baclcflow  (firc)  technician  is a pctson  wlio  installs,  repairs,

maintains,  rcplaccs,  and tcsts  baclcflow  prevention  dcviccs  on firc  protcction  systems  on

non  potablc  and potablc  watcr  systcms.  It is unlawful  for  any pctson  to iriatall,  rcpair,

maintain,  or test baclcflow  devices  without  thc following:  a valid  Iowa  Department  of

Public  Hcalth  rcgistration  card for  backflow  prevcntion  as!,cmbly  tcstcr;  and a valid

registration  with  the city  of  Council  Bluffs.

H. Backflow  Tcstcr.  i'k  baclcflow  tcstcr  is a pcrson  who  is limited  to tcsting,  repair,  and

maintcnancc  of  baclcflow  prevention  dcviccs.  It is unlawful  for  anypcrson  to test  and  rcpair

backflow  deviccs  without  a valid  Iowa  Departmcnt  of  Public  Hcalth  rcgistration  card  for

backflow  prevention  asscmbly  testcr  and a valid  rcgistration  with  thc city  of  Council

I.  Wcldcr  Opcrator.  A wcldcr  opcrator  is a pcrson  who  docs wclding  on fuel  gas piping

or fucl  gas piping  systc'ins  witliout  a valid  .'iSME  Scction  IX  ccrtification  and a valid

rcgistration  with  thc  city  of  Council  Bluff's.

(Ord.  5410  § 1 (part),  1!')8)

13.13.240  Utilities

A. Utility  Work.  Utility  work  is  the  installation,  alteration,  replacement,  repair,  and

maintenance of sewer laterals, septic SYSTEMS, and water services from the public  main to
the  building.  Also,  all  worl<  covcrcd  by  drain  clcaning.



B. Utility  Master.  A  utility  master  is a person  who  is licensed  pursuant  to this  chapter  and  is

qualified  and  equipped  to layout,  plan,  install,  repair,  and  maintain  sewer  laterals  and  water

services  and  to supervise  apprentices  and  journeymen  in  utility  work.  It  is unlawful  for  any

person  to do utility  work  in  the  capacity  of  a utility  master  without  a valid  Council  Bluffs

utility  master's  license.

C. Utility  Journeyman.  A utility  journeyi'nan  is a person  who  is licensed  pursuant  to this

chapter  and  does  utility  work  as an employee  of  a utility  master.  It shall  be unlaw'Jul  for

anyperson  to do utility  work  in  the  capacity  of  autility  journeyman  without  avalid  Council

Bluffs  utility  journeyman's  license.

D. Utility  ,"S.pprcntice.  A  utility  apprcnticc  is a petson  who  docs  utility  worlc  as an employcc

undcr  thc  dircct  supcrv'ision  and in thc iininediatc  prcscncc  of  a utility  master  or

journc',q'nan.  It is unlawful  for  any  pcrson  to do utility  worlc  in  tlic  capacity  of  a utility

apprcnticc  without  a valid  Council  Bluffs  utility  apprcnticc's  liccnsc.  Thc  master  can  worlc

only  two  utility  apprentices  pcr  utility  journc',q'nan  or  mastcr.

(Ord.  5410  § 1 (part),  1998)

13.13.245  General  Contraetor

A  gcncral  contractor  is a pcrson  who  is licenscd  pursuant  to tliis  title  and  is pcn'nitted  pctsonally

or  to directly  supct'ise  his  or  lier  employccs  iii  the  installation,  rcpair,  and/or  maintcnance  of  ston'n

GClVCrS'y'SiCInSand5u'E)SOlldralnS7Sfeln!:i[haTarCOnprlVafCpr0pCrf}'andaren0tapanOfflle

building  sanitary  drain  systcm.  Utility  pcrnnits  and  inspections  are rcquircd  on all  new  or altcrcd

SfOnn  SCll'Cr  S'}SiCIllS.

(Ord.  5526  § 1, 2000)

13.13.250  Lawn  Iiiigaliuu  %rinldiug

A, Lawn   Irrigation  Work.  Lawn  sprinkling  irrigation  work  is the installation,

alteration,  repair,  replacement,  and  maintenance  of  lawn  irtigation  piping  systems

for  non-potable  water  starting  at the  downstream  end  of  a backflow  prevention  device.  The

backflow  valve  shall  be installed  by  a licensed  plumbing  backflow  technician.  Lawn

 irrigation  work  includes  all  piping,  heads,  valves,  and  piping  of  controls  in  the

lawn  p  irrigation  system.

B,  Lawn   Irrigation   Registration.  A lawn  irrigation  contractor  

 is a person,  firm,  partnership,  or  corporation  who  'inay  conduct,  carry  on,  or  engage

in the  business  of  lawn  irrigation   work.  It shall  be unlawful  for  any  lawn

 irrigation  contractor   to engage  in the business  of  lawn  

inigation  work  as a lawn   irrigation  contractor   unless  they  have  a valid

Council  Bluffs  lawn   iirigation   registration.

C.  Lawn  Sprinlcling  Tradcspcrson.  A  lawn  sprinkling  tradcspcrson  is a pcrson  wlio  does  lawn

sprinlcling  worlc  as an  cmploycc  of  a lawn  sprinkler  mastcr.

It is unlawful  for  any  lawn  sprinlding  tradespcrson  to do lawn  sprinkling  worlc  in thc

capacity  of  a lawn  sprinkling  tradcapctson  without  a valid  Council  Bluffs  lawn  sprinlcling

[radc!:ipcrson's  rcgistration.

(Ord.  5410  Fg 1 (part),  1998)



13.13.260  Water  Conditioning

,/Sy. Watcr  Conditioning  Worlc.  Watcr  conditioning  worlc  is thc  installation,  altcration,  rcpair,

rcplaccmcnt,  and  maintenancc  of  watcr  conditioners  and thcir  syatcms.  Watcr  conditioning

worlc  starts  at thc  downstream  sidc  of  the  baelcflow  prcvcntion  dcvicc.  Thc  backflow  valve

shall  bc installcd  by  a liccnsed  plumbing  baclcflow  tccbnician.

B. '1Vatcr  Conditioning  Mastcr.  ,'i  water  conditioning  mastcr  is a pctson,  firi'n,  partnetship,  or

cotaporation  who  may  conduct,  carry  on, or cngage  in thc  busincss  of  watcr  conditioning

work.  It is unlawful  for  any  watcr  conditioning  master  to cngagc  in thc  business  of  watcr

conditioning  worlc  as a watcr  conditioning  contractor  unlcss  thcy  liavc  a valid  Council

Bluffs  watcr  conditioning  mastcr's  rcgiatration.

C. WatcrConditioningTradcspcrson.Awatcrconditioningtradcspcrsonisapersonwhodocs

water  conditioning  worlc  as an cmploycc  of  a water  conditioning  mastcr.  It is unlawful  for

any person  to do watcr  conditioning  work  in tlic capacity  of  a watcr  conditioning

tradcspcrson  witliout  a valid  Council  Bluffs  watcr  conditioning  tradcspcraon's  registration.

(Ord.  5dlO  § 1 (part),  1998)

13.13.270  Drain  Clea

A. Drain  Clcaning  Worlc.  Drain  clcaning  work  is the maintcnancc  by  clcaning  of  tlie  drain,

wastc  and vent  piping  system  or of  thc  scwcr  latcrals  by  cablc,  rodding,  jetting,  or othcr

acccptablc  practiccs.  Also,  all  work  covcred  by  rcplaccmcnt  of  P traps  and cleanout  caps.

B. Drain  Clcaning  Mastcr.  A drain  clcaning  mastcr  is a pcrson,  firi'n,  partnership,  or

corporation  who  may  conduct,  carry  on, or cngagc  in thc  busincss  of  drain  cleaning.  It is

unlawful  for  any  drain  clcaning  maatcr  to do drain  clcaning  worlc  as a drain  cleaningmastcr

unlcss  thcy  havc  a valid  Council  Bluffs  drain  cleaning  mastcr's  rcgistration.

C. Drain  Clcaning  Tradcspcrson.  A drain  clcaner  tradcspcrson  is a pcrson  who  does drain

clcaning  worlc  as an employcc  of  a drain  cleaning  mastcr.  It shall  bc unlawful  for  any

pctson  to do drain  clcaning  work  in thc  capacity  of  a drain  clcaning  tradcsperson  without

a valid  Council  Bluffs  drain  clcaning  tradcspcrson's  rcgistration.

(Ord.  5410  § 1 (part),  1998)

13.13.290  Licensing  And  Registrations

A. Classifications for this chapter are as follows:
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B. All  licenses  and  registrations  shall  expire  on July  1st of  each  odd  numbered  year  and  may

berenewed  thereafter  bieru'iiallyupon  application  ofthe  licensee  orregistrant  withpayment

of  the  aru'iual  fee  to the city  clerk.

C. Any  liccnscc/rcgi,trant  whosc  liccnsc/registration  has cxpircd  sliall  l'iavc  the  tight  to rencw

such  liccrrsc/rcgi,tration,  without  cxamination,  on or  bcforc  thc  following  August  1st.

D. New  licenses/registrations  may  be prorated  on a half-year  basis.

E. An  identification  card  shall  be furnished  a licensee  by  the city  of  Council  Bluffs  at the  time

of  the issuance  of  such  license/registration,  and the identification  card  shall  be 

carried  on the  person  of  such  licensee/registrant  at all  times  during  the  working  period  of

the licensee/registrant,  and failure  to do so shall  be deemed  a violation  of  the provisions  of

this  chapter.

F.  On or before  June  1st of each renewal  year,  the  city  will  send notices  to  the

licensee's/registrant's  last  known  address  infon'ning  them  that  their  registration  or license

is  nearing  expiration.  The  provision  of this  subjection  is  as a courtesy  to  the

licensee/registrants,  and the failure  of  the city  to send such  a notice  or the failure  of  the

licensee/registrant  to receive  such notice  does not affect  the expiration  date of  the

license/registration,  so long  as the license/registration  issued  by the city  showed  an

expiration  date  thereon.

G. All  of  the  above  listed  masters,  journeymen,  registered  inigation  contractors  and  plumbing

contractots,  tradespetsots  and apprcnticcs  shall  be subject  to the laws  of  the state  of  Iowa

and the ordinances  of  the Municipal  Code  for  the  city  of  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa.

(Ord.  5780  F3) 1 (part),  2004)

13.13.300  License/Registration  -  Late  Fees

Before  a license/registration  shall  be issued  under  this  chapter,  the  applicant  shall  pay  the  biennial

license  fees as set forth  in  the  current  schedule  of  fees  found  as adopted  by  the  city  council.  If  a y

cxpircd  liccnsc/rcgistration  license  is not  renewed  by  July  1 tl'ic following  July  15th,  thcre  will  be

a penalty  fee as set forth  in  the current  schedule  of  fees.

(Ord.  5780  § 1 (part),  2004)

13.13.310  License/Registration  Reciprocation  Conditions

,Ay. ,%y  liccnscc  from  anothcr  jurisdiction  that  uscs thc samc  proctorcd  third  party  test  and

passing  scorc  minimum  as Council  Bluffs,  and who can producc  written  crcdcntial's

sliowing  propcr  accrcditation  (test  scorcs)  and  a valid  licensc  from  that  jurisdiction  to work

as a journc',man  or mastcr,  shall  bc cxcuscd  from  talcing  thc  cxamination  requircd  undcr

this  chaptcr,  and a liccnsc  shall  bc issucd  upon  paytncnt  of  thc  rcquircd  fcc.

B. ,'r rcciprocation  agrccmcnt  bctwccn  thc board,  thc administrativc  authority,  and othcr

jurisdictions  within  tlic  grcatcr  mctro  and surrounding  jurisdictions  may  be reachcd,  but



only  with  those  jurisdictiots  that  tcst  and liccnsc  thc  craftsmcn  with  cqual  rcquirements  for

qualifications  on the crafLsmcn.

(Ord. 5"110 FB I (part), 1998)

13.13.320  License/Registration  - Suspension  Or  Revocation

In  addition  to the  penalties  provided  in  this  chapter,  the  Chief  Building  Official   may  suspend

for 30 days  or less   the  license/registration  of  any  licensed/registered  master,  journeyman,

tradcspcrson,  or apprcnticc  or contractor  issued  under  the provisions  of  this chapter  if  the

licensee/registree  has violated  this  chapter  or the plumbing  code  of  the city  of  Council  Bluffs,

Iowa.  Suspensions  issued  by tlie  Chief  Building  Official  may  be appealed  to the Community

Development  Director.  Any  suspension  or  revocation  exceeding  30 days  is to be sent  to the  Board

of Appeals  for  consideration.  The  licensee/registree  shall  surrender  such  license/registration  either

in person  or by  sending  it by  certified  mail  to the plumbing  inspector  within  five  days after  the

board  sends  notice  of  suspension  or  revocation  to the  licensee's/registree's  last  known  address.  Any

master,  journeyman,  registrec  or apprcnticc  whose  license  has been  suspended  or revoked  by  the

Board  of  Appeals  shall  not  be pen'nitted  to apply  for  another  license  or registration  for  a period  as

detennined  by  the  board,  not  to exceed  one  year  for  the  date  of  such  suspension  or revocation.

(Ord.  5410  Fg 1 (part),  1998)

13.13.330  License/Registration  - Transfer  Prohibited

If  any  licensee  or  registree  should  or should  attempt  to transfer  his/her  license  or to allow  or permit

the same  to be used,  directly  or indirectly,  by  any  other  person  for  any  purpose  whatsoever,  the

licensee/registree  shall  be subject  to the  penalties  as outlined  in  this  chapter.

(Ord.  5410  § 1 (part),  1998)

13.13.340  Masters

A  master  shall  be employed  full-time.  Masters  licensed  under  the  provisions  of  this  chapter  shall

be responsible  for  the classifications  and area(s)  of  work  for  which  their  license  was issued.  All

masters  shall  meet  the qualifications  detailed  in this  chapter.  All  masters  shall  be categorized  as

either  being  active  or  inactive.  An  inactive  master  is aperson  who  has met  the  licensing/registration

requirements  pursuant  to this  chapter;  who  labors  in  their  trade;  is not  required  to comply  with  the

bonding  and insurance  requirements;  and is not  permitted  to apply  for  permits  in  their  name.  An

active  master  is a person  who  has met  the licensing/registration  requirements  pursuant  to this

chapter;  who labors  in their  trade;  is required  to comply  with  the bonding  and insurance

requirements;  and  is permitted  to apply  for  permits  in  their  name.

(Ord.  5410  § 1 (part),  1998)

13.13.350  Master's  License/Registration  Required

No  person,  company,  partnership,  firm,  corporation,  and/or  association  shall  engage  in  business  as

a master  and do work  on a Utility  plumbing  systcm  within  the  city  of  Council  Bluffs,  unless  such

person,  company,  firm,  partnership,  corporation,  and/or  association  shall  have  obtained  from  the

City  of  Council  Bluffs  a master's  license/registration.

(Ord.  5410  § 1 (part),  1998)

13.13.360  Master  - Insurance  Required



A Utility   master contractor  shall furnish  to the city clerk a certificate  of  insurance,

subject to approval  by the city attorney, evidencing  coinmercial  general liability  insurance

coverage or its equivalent  in the minimum  amount  of  one million  dollars  ($1,000,000.00)  per

occurrence  for  bodily  injury,  including  death or damage to property  of  others, arising  out of  work

perfonned  or responsibilities  assumed under  the license. The aggregate  limit  shall  be no less  than

one million  dollars ($1,000,000.00).  In addition,  the Utility   master contractor  shall

furnish  a certificate  of  insurance,  subject to approval  by the city  attorney,  evidencing  worker's

compensation  insurance  sufficient  to satisfy  the laws of  the state of  Iowa; employer's  liability

insurance  in the mii'iimum  amount of  one hundred  thousand dollars ($100,000.00);  and auto
liability  insurance  in the minimum  amount  of  one million  dollars  ($1,000,000.00).

These limits  may  be provided  by any combination  of  primary  and excess  policies.  The insurance

company  shall endeavor  to provide  thirty  (30) days' notice  of  cancellation  or nonrenewal  to the

city  clerk.

(Ord. 5850 § 2, 2005)

13.13.370  Master  - Bond  Required

Before  an active  master's license  can be issued under  the provisions  of  this chapter,  the applicant

therefor  shall  furnish  a corporate  surety  bond, said bond  to be approved  by the city  attorney,  in  the

sum ofnot  less than ten thousand  dollars  ($10,000.00),  to secure  the city  of  Council  Bluffs  and  the

public  against damages that may arise by virtue  of  carelessness or neglect  of  the licensee  to

properly  execute and protect  the work,  or for  any penalty  that  may  be imposed  under  the provisions

of  this chapter. The bond  shall  be executed  by a qualified  surety  company,  licensed  to do business

in the state of  Iowa. The bond shall further  be conditioned  that the applicant  shall furnish  and

install  all work  by  his or her firm  or corporation  furnished  and installed  in  strict  compliance  with

the term  of  this  chapter.

(Ord. 5410 § 1 (part), 1998)

13.13.380  Master  - Advertising

Any  master licensed under the provisions  of  this cliapter  who advertises  in a print  medium

distributed  to Council  Bluffs'  residences  shall also include  in the advertisement  the master's  license
number.

(Ord. 5410 Fg I (part), 1998)

13.13.390  Journeyman

A contractor  may employ  a licensed  journeyman  to be responsible  for the classifications  and

area(s) of  work  for which  his or her journeyman's  license  was issued. All  journeymen  shall meet
the qualifications  detailed  in this chapter.

(Ord. 5410 § 1 (part), 1998)

13.13.400  Master's.ld  Journeyman's  Continuing  Education

,A,. Before  thc ncxt  full  liccnsc  ycar of  thc adoption  of  a new cdition  of  thc Unifori'n  Plumbing

Code, all plumbing  mastets  and jouincyt'ncn  liccnsed  by tl'iis chaptcr  must  attend not lcss
tlian two liouts or morc than cight houm of thc administrativc  authority's  classroom

instruction  on thc plumbing  codc's rcvisiots  and updatcs bcforc  rcncwing  tlieir  license.
,%y  apprcnticc  may  attcnd.



B. Tl'ic plumbing  mastcrs  and journcymcn  will  bc rcsporrsiblc  to convcy  this continuing

education  classroom  inforination  to tl'icir  apprenticcs.

(Ord.  5'l 10!jl  (pait),  1998)

13.l3.llOApprcnticc

A mastcr  may  havc  employcd  rcgistcrcd  apprcntices  to assist  in thcir  work.  ./S.pprentices  will  bc

pcri'nittcd  to do work  within  thc  city  limits  of  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa,  if  tlic  following  requirements

A. ,%  apprenticc  sliall  bc cmploycd  by  a mastcr  liccnscd  by  thc  city  of  Council  Bluf's,  Iowa.

B. All  worlc  pcrfonncd  by  an apprcnticc  shall  bc under  thc  dircct  supcrvision  of  a mastcr  or

jounic)man  liccnsed  by  tlic  city  of  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa.

C. Thc apprenticc  shall  bc involvcd  in some type  of  on thc  job training  which  will  bc

cstablishcd  by  his  or hcr  cmploycr.

D. Thc  apprcnticc  sliall  posscss  an apprcnticc  ccrtificatc  wliich  may  bc obtaincd  only  through

his or hcr  cmploycr  wlio  is a contractor  liccnsed  to do work  in Council  Bluffs,  Iowa.

E. Thc  contractor  may  obtain  ccrtificatcs  for  tlicir  apprcnticcs  from  thc  city  of  Council  Bluff",

only  after  a proposcd  training  program  has bcen  submittcd,  rcvicwcd  and  approved  by  thc

board  of  appcals.

F.  If,  for  aty  rcason,  thc  apprenticc  would  lcave  his  or hcr  employmcnt  with  tlic  mastcr

through  whom  hc or shc obtained  his  or hcr  ccrtificatc,  thcn  sucli  liccnsc  will  becomc

veid.

G. ,Apprcntice  ccrtificatcs  shall  bc rcncwcd  ai'u'iually  and at thc  san'ic timc  the certificate  of

his or  her  cmploycr  is rcncwcd.

Exccption:  Thc  administrativc  authority  and/or  plumbing  inspcctor  may  issuc  an

apprcnticc  liccnsc  to a liccnscd  jouriicyi'nan  from  anotlier  jurisdiction  to worlc  in tliis

jurisdiction  under  tlic  supci"v'ision  of  locally  liccnscd  journcyincn  or mastcr.  Thc

apprcntice  liccnac  would  bc good  until  tlic  complction  of  that  job  or until  he or shc had

been  approved  to test  and has successfully  completcd  an cxamination.  If  the applicant

docs  not  pass thc  cxamination,  tlicn  tlicy  must  bc ci'irollcd  in  an approvcd  apprenticc

program  until  thcy  can qualify  to retest  and pass the cxamination.

H. Thc  worlcing  ratio  of  apprcnticcs  to jouriic',man  or mastcrs  aliall  bc a maximum  of  2:1.

(Ord.  5"110 ':: 1 (part),  1998)

13.13.420  Violation  - Penalty

Any  person  found  guilty  of  a violation  of  the  provisions  of  this  chapter  shall,  upon  conviction,  be

subject  to the  penalty  provisions  set forth  in  CBMC  8.02.020.  Each  day  that  a violation  is allowed

to continue  shall  constitute  a separate  and  distinct  violation.  At  the discretion  of  the city  attorney,

any  violation  of  the  provisions  of  this  chapter  may  be pursued  as a municipal  infraction  according

to the  terms  of  CBMC  1.95  in  lieu  of  criminal  prosecution.

(Ord.  5577  § 4, 2001)


