
ORDINANCE  N0.  6628

AN  ORDINANCE  TO  RETITLE  AND  AMEND  CHAPTER  13.13

LICENSING/REGISTRATION  OF THE  PLUMBING,  UTILITY  AND  LAWN  IRRIGATION
TRADE  OF THE  2020 MUNICIPAL  CODE  OF CO{JNCIL  BLUFFS,  IOWA,  TO NOW  BE

KNOWN  AS LICENSING/REGISTRATION  OF THE  UTILITY  AND  LAWN  IRRIGATION
TRAI)E  AND  PLUMBING  REQUIREMENTS  AND  BY AMENDING  SECTION  13.13.010

"TITLE"  AND  BY  REPEALING  SECTION  13.13.240  "UTILITIES"  AND  ENACTING  NEW

SECTION  13.13.170  "UTILITIES"  AND  BY  ENACTING  NEW  SECTION  13.13.500
"PLUMBING".

BE IT  ORDAINED

BY  THE  CITY  COUNCIL
OF THE

CITY  OF COUNCIL  BLUFFS,  IOWA

SECTION  1. That Chapter  13.13 Licensing/Registration  of  the Plumbing,  Utility  and Lawn  Iigation

Trade is hereby  retitled  to be known  as Licensing/Re4stration  of  the Utility  and Lawn  Irrigation  Trade
and Plumbing  Requirements  of  the 2020 Municipal  Code of  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa, and amended  to

read  as follows:

CHAPTER  13.13  - LICENSING/REGISTRATION  OF THE  UTILITY  AND  LAWN
IRRIGATION  TRADE  AND  PLUMBING  REQUIREMENTS
13.13.010  Title

13.13.020  Purpose And  Scope

13.13.170  Utilities
13.13.180  Examination

13.13.190  Examination  - Application

13.13.195  Examination  - Qualifications

13.13.200  Examination  - Fee
13.13.210  Examination  - Methods

13.13.250  Lawn  Irrigation

13.13.290  Licensing  And  Registrations

13.13.300  License/Re@stration  - Late Fees
13.13.320  License/Registration  - Suspension  Or Revocation
13.13.330  License/Registration  - TransferProhibited
13.13.340  Masters

13.13.350  Master's  License/Registration  Required
13.13.360  Master  - Insurance  Required

13.13.370  Master  - Bond  Required

13.13.380  Master  - Advertising
13.13.390  Journeyman

13.13.420  Violation  - Penalty
13.13.500  Plumbing

Editor's  note-  Although  Ord. 6004 repealed  Ords. 5990 and 5991, the intent  was  to rescind  Ords. 5990
and 5991. Therefore,  no action  from  Ords. 5990 and 5991 have been incorporated  into  this  chapter.



13.13.010  Title

This  chapter  shall  be known  as the licensing/registration  of  the utility  and lawn  irrigation  trade,  and

plumbing  requirements,  and  may  be so cited.

(Ord.  5410  § 1 (part),  1998)

HISTORY

Amended  by Ord.  6552  on  3/13/2023

13.13.170  Utilities

A. Utility  Work.  Utility  work  is the installation,  alteration,  replacement,  repair,  and  maintenance  of

sewer  laterals,  and  water  services  from  the  public  main  to the  building.

B. UtilityMaster.Autilitymasterisapersonwhoislicensedpursuanttothischapterandisqualified

and equipped  to layout,  plan,  install,  repair,  and maintain  sewer  laterals  and water  services  and

to supervise  apprentices  and  journeymen  in  utility  work.  It  is unlawful  for  anyperson  to do utility

work  in  the  capacity  of  a utility  master  without  a valid  Council  Bluffs  utility  master's  license.

C. Utility  Journeyman.  A  utility  journeyman  is a person  who  is licensed  pursuant  to this  chapter  and

does  utility  work  as an employee  of  a utility  master.  It shall  be unlawful  for  any  person  to do

utility  work  in the capacity  of  a utility  joumeyman  without  a valid  Council  Bluffs  utility

journeyman's  license.

13.13.500  Plumbing

No  company,  partnership,  firin,  corporation,  and/or  association  shall  engage  in  business  as a contractor

doing  plumbing  work  within  the City  of  Council  Bluffs,  unless  such company,  firm,  partnership,

corporation,  and/or  association  has obtained  a Plumbing  Master  License  issued  by  the  State  of  Iowa.  All

plumbing  license  holders  shall  be subject  to the  laws  of  the State  of  Iowa  and  the  ordinances  of  the City

of  Council  Bluffs.

SECTION  2. REPEALER.  All  ordinances  or parts  of  ordinances  in conflict  with  the provisions  of

this  ordinance  are hereby  repealed.

SECTION3.  SEVERABILITYCLAUSE.  Ifanyoftheprovisionsofthisordinanceareforanyreason

declared  illegal  or void,  then  the lawful  provisions  of  this  ordinance  which  are severable  from  said

unlawful  provisions  shall  be and  remain  in full  force  and effect,  the same  as if  the ordinance  contained

no illegal  or void  provisions.

SECTION  4. EFFECTIVE  DATE.  This  ordinance  shall  be in  full  force  and effect  from  and after  its

publication,  as by  law  provided.

February  10,  2025PASSED  AND  APPROVED

Attest:

Mayor

Deputy  City  Clerk

First  Consideration:  1-27-25

Second  Consideration:  2-10-25

Public  Hearing:  n/a

Third  Consideration:  waived



BDutyNonphun,
AFFIDAVIT  OF PUBLICATION

The  Daily  Nonpareil

State  of Pennsylvania,  County  of Lancaster,  ss:

Nicole  Riegert,  being  first  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  That  (s)he

is a duly  authorized  signatory  of Column  Software,  PBC,  duly

autliorized  agent  of The  Daily  Nonpareil,  a newspaper  printed  and

published  three  (3) days  a week  at Council  Bluffs,  in said  County

and  State,  and  that  the  notice  herto  attached  was  published  in said

newspaper  once  each  day  for  the  period  on the  dates  below  listed.

PUBLICATION  DATES:

Mar.  22 2025

NOTICE  ID: tZpkFMEhBkW39Plc4ve2

PUBLISHER  ID: COL-9101806

NOTICE  NAME:  Ordinance  6628

(Signedl

VERIFICATION

State  of Pennsylvania

County  of Lancaster

Commonwealth  ol  Pennsylvania  - Notary  Seal

Nicole  Burkholder,  Notary  Public

Lancaste+  County

My  commlsslon  expires  March  30,  2027

Commisslon  Number  1342120

Subscribed  in my presence  and  sworn  to before  me on this:  03/27/20

Notary  Public

PUBLICATION  FEE:  $95.48
Notarized  remotely  online  using  communication  technology  via

AN ORDINANCE TO IIETITLH
AND AMEND CHAPTER i3.13
llCENaNalWat9TRATTON  OF
THE .PlUMBINQ.  uTlllTY  AND
IAWN  IR)llliATlnN  TRAITF nF
THE 2020 MUNICIPAL COD!  OP
COUNCIL BLU17&  IOWA, TO
NOW BE ItNOWN AS l1ClN31Nal
ssalsTRilnoh..OF..TNE  !inLnY
AND LAWN.lRRl(iAnONTRADE
ANI) Pl.uQBiN(.  R!:OuW%EN7S
AND B't AMENDINa SECTION
13.i3.010  aTITLE"  AND !IY
REllEALINa  !)ECTION 13.'l3.240
aUTILITIESa ANO ENACTINa NEW
SECTION i!i3.170  akTTlLmE3a
AND aY  iNACTIN(i  NEW
SECTIC)N i3.13  BIO "PLUM!llNa=

BEITORDAINED

OF THE
CITY OF COIINCIL  !ILIIFPS,  KIWA
SECnONJ  . That Cliaplsi  13 ti
11centlngiBehixlmncn...  .oL.lha
Pluiiibing.  uiilnyand!awn  liiigatlon
:l)atli  it hgiaty  mffjed to be kn
aq Ilapntm#iitutlm)nn  nl 1%
ulilily  nnil I.uwn.mmqjon.Jmde
amLPlumbingJlsuimmanla  of the
2020 Munliipd  Code o( Coniicil
Illutlt. hvn.  and gmgndm  to iead
as lollowx:
CHA?TER  i3.13  - LICElffllNal
REGISTllAnON  OF THE UnuTY
AND LAWN IRRlaATION TRADE
AND PLUMBINQREQUIBEME)tTti
13.13.Ot0 nllo

13.13.020 Putposa Aitd Scope
13.13.170 Uililies

13.1:l.iBO ExamnaO(in

13.L1.190 Exaniinalion -Applica}on

ts.rs.rgs  Examinajon
Oudikanoni

t3 13a!50 LaWn Imgalkn

13.13.290 LiceniinH
FJtttiajong

T3 13 300 LlasnsalRegiiliatan
Lnls Fess

i3.13.320  LkentvAeJtlialian
Sut)msmn  Or Revocaj(in

13.13.330 LkenselRegitliallen
Tianilet  Prolibileil

ta.ri.uo  Matisig

i:l.13.350  Mailbag
Regiilmjon  Requimd

13.13.360
Required

i3.13;370  Matter  - Bond Required

i3.13.380  Matlai  - Mvefflging

ta.ta.sgo  Journeyman

13.13.420 Violation  finally

)l..13.500.Plnmbln(1

Ordinance  6628  - Page  1 of 2



13.13.010  Title
Tliis  chapter  sliall  be  known  as  llie

licensing/registration  of tlie  utility  and

lawn  inigalion  trade.  and  plumbing
requirements,  and  may  be so cited.

13.13.170  utllltles

*.  Utility  Work.  Ufiliiy  work  is the

installation,  alteralion.  replacement,

repair,  and  maintenance  of  sewer
laterals,  and water  services  from  Ilie

public  main  to the bJding.

2.  utility  MaSleT.  A uhlity  masler  :3 a

person  who  is licensed  pursuarit  to this

chapier  and is qtialilied  and  equipped  io

layout,  plan,  install,  repait,  and maintain
sewer  lateials  and  water  services  and  lo

supervise  apprentices  and  joumeymen  in

utility  work.  It is unlawful  by  any  perion  to

do utility  work  in the capacity  of a ritility

mastet  withoul  a valid Council  Bluffs
utility  master's  license.

3. Utiliiy  Journeyman.  A  ulilily

joumeyman  is a person  who  is licensed

pursuant  lo tliis  chapter  and  does  utility

wotk  as an employee  ol a utility  master

It shall  be unlawful  10( any person  to

do utility  work  in the capacily  of a utilily

loumeyman without a valid Council Bluffs
utility  joumeyman's  license.

1 3.13.!i00Plumblng
No  compai'y,  parhieislilp,  firm,

corporation,  and/or  association  shell

engage  in  business  as  a  contiaciot

doing  plumbing  work  wilhin  the City ol

Council  Bluffs,  unless  such  company,

fimi,  partnership,  corporation,  and/or
association  has  obtained  a Plumbing

Masiei  Ljcense  issued  by the State  of

lowe.  All plumbing  license  holdeis  shall
be subject  to  klie laws  ol  the  State  oT lowa

and  the oidinances  ol the City  of Council
Bluffs.

Adopted  and Approved  Februay  10,

2025
For  complete  copy  of Ckdinance,  see  City

Clerk's  Otlice.

Matlhew  J.Walsh,  Mayor

Jadi  Quakenbush,  City  Clerk

MaTah  22,  2025  COL-!)101  806
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Council  Communication

Department:  City  Clerk

Case/Project  No.:

Submitted  by:  Legal  on behalf  of  Rodney

Schultz

Ordinance  6628

ITEM  6.D.
Council  Action:  2/10/2025

ription

to retifle  and amend  Chapter  13.13  Licensing/Re(+istration  of  the Plumbinq.  ?ltility  and Lawn  lrriqation  Trade  of  the 2020  Municipal  Code  of

unCilBluffS,  IOWa, tO nOWbe  known  aS T,icensing/Registi'ation  ofthe  Uti1ity  and tawn  Trri[atiOn  Ti'Rde  flntl Fluinbing  Requirements  iinrl hy

' Section  13.13.010  "Title"  and by  repealing  Section  13.13.240  "Utilities"  and enacting  new  Section  13.13.170  "Utilities"  and enacting  new

ection  13.13.500  "Pliunbing".

ckground/Discussion

Staff  is ciu'ently  working  on a new  perinit  software  and after  reviewing  Title  13 and it has been  detennined  that the this section  needs clarification  and

to be retitled.  We're  also removing  the local  requirements  for  licensing  of  the plumbing  trade  because  the State of  Iowa  took  over  all licensing  for

plumbing  trade  in 2009.  This  section  will  claiify  plumbing  contractors  will  have to be licensed  with  the State of  Iowa.  This  inust  have  been  removed

last tiine  this section  was ainended.  In  addition,  some  cleanup  was required  to increase  the understanding  and flow  of  the Chapter.

proval  is recom+nended.

ATT  ACTTM'F.NTS:

Description

Ordinance-red  line  version

Ordinance  6628

Type

Otlier

Ordinance

Upload  Date

1/17/2025

i/22/2025



Chapter 13.13 - LICENSING/REGISTRATION OF THE PLUMBING, UTILITY AND 

LAWN IRRIGATION TRADE AND PLUMBING REQUIREMENTS 

13.13.010 Title 

13.13.020 Purpose And Scope 

13.13.170 Utilities 

13.13.180 Examination 

13.13.190 Examination - Application 

13.13.195 Examination - Qualifications 

13.13.200 Examination - Fee 

13.13.210 Examination - Methods 

13.13.240 Utilities 

13.13.250 Lawn Irrigation 

13.13.290 Licensing And Registrations 

13.13.300 License/Registration - Late Fees 

13.13.320 License/Registration - Suspension Or Revocation 

13.13.330 License/Registration - Transfer Prohibited 

13.13.340 Masters 

13.13.350 Master's License/Registration Required 

13.13.360 Master - Insurance Required 

13.13.370 Master - Bond Required 

13.13.380 Master - Advertising 

13.13.390 Journeyman 

13.13.420 Violation - Penalty 

13.13.500 Plumbing  

 

Editor's note— Although Ord. 6004 repealed Ords. 5990 and 5991, the intent was to rescind 

Ords. 5990 and 5991. Therefore, no action from Ords. 5990 and 5991 have been incorporated 

into this chapter. 

13.13.010 Title 

This chapter shall be known as the licensing/registration of the plumbing, utility and lawn 

irrigation trade and plumbing requirements, and may be so cited. 

(Ord. 5410 § 1 (part), 1998) 

HISTORY 

Amended by Ord. 6552 on 3/13/2023 

13.13.020 Purpose And Scope 

The purpose of this chapter is to provide for the licensing of the Utility trade doing Utility work 

in Council Bluffs, Iowa, in order to protect public safety, health, and welfare of the citizens. 

https://councilbluffs.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances#name=Chapter_13.13_-_LICENSING/REGISTRATION_OF_THE_PLUMBING,_UTILITY_AND_LAWN_IRRIGATION_TRADE
https://councilbluffs.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances#name=Chapter_13.13_-_LICENSING/REGISTRATION_OF_THE_PLUMBING,_UTILITY_AND_LAWN_IRRIGATION_TRADE
https://councilbluffs.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances#name=13.13.010_Title
https://councilbluffs.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances#name=13.13.020_Purpose_And_Scope
https://councilbluffs.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances#name=13.13.240_Utilities
https://councilbluffs.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances#name=13.13.180_Examination
https://councilbluffs.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances#name=13.13.190_Examination_-_Application
https://councilbluffs.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances#name=13.13.195_Examination_-_Qualifications
https://councilbluffs.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances#name=13.13.200_Examination_-_Fee
https://councilbluffs.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances#name=13.13.210_Examination_-_Methods
https://councilbluffs.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances#name=13.13.240_Utilities
https://councilbluffs.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances#name=13.13.250_Lawn_Irrigation
https://councilbluffs.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances#name=13.13.290_Licensing_And_Registrations
https://councilbluffs.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances#name=13.13.300_License/Registration_-_Late_Fees
https://councilbluffs.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances#name=13.13.320_License/Registration_-_Suspension_Or_Revocation
https://councilbluffs.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances#name=13.13.330_License/Registration_-_Transfer_Prohibited
https://councilbluffs.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances#name=13.13.340_Masters
https://councilbluffs.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances#name=13.13.350_Master's_License/Registration_Required
https://councilbluffs.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances#name=13.13.360_Master_-_Insurance_Required
https://councilbluffs.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances#name=13.13.370_Master_-_Bond_Required
https://councilbluffs.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances#name=13.13.380_Master_-_Advertising
https://councilbluffs.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances#name=13.13.390_Journeyman
https://councilbluffs.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances#name=13.13.420_Violation_-_Penalty
https://councilbluffs.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances#name=13.13.010_Title
https://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/municipalcodeonline.com-new/councilbluffs/ordinances/documents/1690919420_6552.pdf
https://councilbluffs.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances#name=13.13.020_Purpose_And_Scope


(Ord. 5410 § 1 (part), 1998) 

HISTORY 

Amended by Ord. 6552 on 3/13/2023 

13.13.170 Utilities 

A. Utility Work. Utility work is the installation, alteration, replacement, repair, and 

maintenance of sewer laterals, and water services from the public main to the building. 

B. Utility Master. A utility master is a person who is licensed pursuant to this chapter and is 

qualified and equipped to layout, plan, install, repair, and maintain sewer laterals and 

water services and to supervise apprentices and journeymen in utility work. It is unlawful 

for any person to do utility work in the capacity of a utility master without a valid 

Council Bluffs utility master's license. 

C. Utility Journeyman. A utility journeyman is a person who is licensed pursuant to this 

chapter and does utility work as an employee of a utility master. It shall be unlawful for 

any person to do utility work in the capacity of a utility journeyman without a valid 

Council Bluffs utility journeyman's license. 

 

13.13.180 Examination 

Any person desiring a journeyman or master license in Utility Contracting must pass a proctored 

examination administered by the City of Council Bluffs before being able to obtain a license. 

(Ord. 5410 § 1 (part), 1998) 

HISTORY 

Amended by Ord. 6552 on 3/13/2023 

13.13.190 Examination - Application 

Any person desiring a classification of utility master or utility journeyman shall make application 

to the plumbing inspector for an examination. The plumbing inspector shall provide forms for 

this purpose. Applicants will apply for testing to be a utility master or a utility journeyman. The 

applicants shall be reviewed and approved to see if their qualifications for examination have 

been satisfied. The applicants shall clearly verify in writing their experience for the classification 

of license desired as described in CBMC 13.13.195. 

(Ord. 5410 § 1 (part), 1998) 

HISTORY 

Amended by Ord. 6552 on 3/13/2023 

 

 

https://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/municipalcodeonline.com-new/councilbluffs/ordinances/documents/1690919420_6552.pdf
https://councilbluffs.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances#name=13.13.240_Utilities
https://councilbluffs.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances#name=13.13.180_Examination
https://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/municipalcodeonline.com-new/councilbluffs/ordinances/documents/1690919420_6552.pdf
https://councilbluffs.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances#name=13.13.190_Examination_-_Application
https://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/municipalcodeonline.com-new/councilbluffs/ordinances/documents/1690919420_6552.pdf


13.13.195 Examination - Qualifications 

A. Utility Master. A person desiring to be examined as a utility master must be able to show 

a minimum experience of four years in the area of plumbing/utility work which the 

applicant seeks to be licensed and at least two of those years as a licensed journeyman; 

and shall be required to pass an examination according to this chapter master's test and 

pay the required fee before being issued a license. 

B. Utility Journeyman. A person desiring to be examined as a utility journeyman: 

1. Must be able to verify: 

a. The licensing as utility journeyman from another jurisdiction with the 

same apprentice requirements (verified by the administrative authority); or 

b. A minimum of two years or four thousand hours of on-the-job experience 

in their trade; by: 

(1) A notarized letter from a utility master currently licensed with the 

city stating the apprentice has demonstrated his or her abilities to 

perform the duties of a utility journeyman; and/or 

(2) Business or tax records; 

2. Shall be required to pass an examination according to this chapter journeyman's 

exam and pay the required fee before being issued a license. 

(Ord. 5425 § 1, 1998: Ord. 5410 § 1 (part), 1998) 

HISTORY 

Amended by Ord. 6552 on 3/13/2023 

13.13.200 Examination - Fee 

Every person making application for each date of examination or reexamination for a particular 

type of license shall pay an examination fee for each test as set forth in the prevailing schedule of 

fees, CBMC 2.08. The fees shall be paid and attached to each application for the license 

classification(s) desired. Fees for examinations are not refundable. 

(Ord. 5410 § 1 (part), 1998) 

13.13.210 Examination - Methods 

Every person examined shall show satisfactory knowledge of the methods and standards for 

performing work under the codes of the city of Council Bluffs, Iowa. The examination shall be 

an exam based on the code adopted by the city, practical, and shall be of such a nature as to 

uniformly test the capabilities of all applicants for the same type of license. The exams shall be 

proctored. The passing percentage grade for the examinations shall be seventy-five (75) percent 

correct. 

https://councilbluffs.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances#name=13.13.195_Examination_-_Qualifications
https://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/municipalcodeonline.com-new/councilbluffs/ordinances/documents/1690919420_6552.pdf
https://councilbluffs.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances#name=13.13.200_Examination_-_Fee
https://councilbluffs.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances#name=13.13.210_Examination_-_Methods


(Ord. 5410 § 1 (part), 1998) 

HISTORY 

Amended by Ord. 6552 on 3/13/2023 

13.13.240 Utilities 

D. Utility Work. Utility work is the installation, alteration, replacement, repair, and 

maintenance of sewer laterals, and water services from the public main to the building. 

E. Utility Master. A utility master is a person who is licensed pursuant to this chapter and is 

qualified and equipped to layout, plan, install, repair, and maintain sewer laterals and 

water services and to supervise apprentices and journeymen in utility work. It is unlawful 

for any person to do utility work in the capacity of a utility master without a valid 

Council Bluffs utility master's license. 

F. Utility Journeyman. A utility journeyman is a person who is licensed pursuant to this 

chapter and does utility work as an employee of a utility master. It shall be unlawful for 

any person to do utility work in the capacity of a utility journeyman without a valid 

Council Bluffs utility journeyman's license. 

(Ord. 5410 § 1 (part), 1998) 

HISTORY 

Amended by Ord. 6552 on 3/13/2023 

13.13.250 Lawn Irrigation 

A. Lawn Irrigation Work. Lawn irrigation work is the installation, alteration, repair, 

replacement, and maintenance of lawn irrigation piping systems for non-potable water 

starting at the downstream end of a backflow prevention device. The backflow valve shall 

be installed by a licensed plumbing backflow technician. Lawn irrigation work includes 

all piping, heads, valves, and piping of controls in the lawn irrigation system. 

B. Lawn Irrigation Registration. A lawn irrigation contractor is a person, firm, partnership, 

or corporation who may conduct, carry on, or engage in the business of lawn irrigation 

work. It shall be unlawful for any lawn irrigation contractor to engage in the business of 

lawn irrigation work as a lawn irrigation contractor unless they have a valid Council 

Bluffs lawn irrigation registration. 

(Ord. 5410 § 1 (part), 1998) 

HISTORY 

Amended by Ord. 6552 on 3/13/2023 

 

 

 

https://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/municipalcodeonline.com-new/councilbluffs/ordinances/documents/1690919420_6552.pdf
https://councilbluffs.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances#name=13.13.240_Utilities
https://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/municipalcodeonline.com-new/councilbluffs/ordinances/documents/1690919420_6552.pdf
https://councilbluffs.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances#name=13.13.250_Lawn_Irrigation
https://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/municipalcodeonline.com-new/councilbluffs/ordinances/documents/1690919420_6552.pdf


13.13.290 Licensing And Registrations 

A. Classifications for this chapter are as follows: 

 

Utility 
Master (licensed) 

(active or inactive) 

Utility Journeyman (licensed) 

Lawn Irrigation Contractor (registered) 

B. All licenses and registrations shall expire on July 1st of each odd numbered year and may 

be renewed thereafter biennially upon application of the licensee or registrant with 

payment of the annual fee to the city clerk. 

C. New licenses/registrations may be prorated on a half-year basis. 

D. An identification card shall be furnished a licensee by the city of Council Bluffs at the 

time of the issuance of such license/registration, and the identification card shall be 

carried on the person of such licensee/registrant at all times during the working period of 

the licensee/registrant, and failure to do so shall be deemed a violation of the provisions 

of this chapter. 

E. On or before June 1st of each renewal year, the city will send notices to the 

licensee's/registrant's last known address informing them that their registration or license 

is nearing expiration. The provision of this subjection is as a courtesy to the 

licensee/registrants, and the failure of the city to send such a notice or the failure of the 

licensee/registrant to receive such notice does not affect the expiration date of the 

license/registration, so long as the license/registration issued by the city showed an 

expiration date thereon. 

F. All of the above listed masters, journeymen, registered irrigation contractors and 

plumbing contractors shall be subject to the laws of the state of Iowa and the ordinances 

of the Municipal Code for the city of Council Bluffs, Iowa. 

(Ord. 5780 § 1 (part), 2004) 

HISTORY 

Amended by Ord. 6552 on 3/13/2023 

13.13.300 License/Registration - Late Fees 

Before a license/registration shall be issued under this chapter, the applicant shall pay the 

biennial license fees as set forth in the current schedule of fees found as adopted by the city 

council. If a license is not renewed by the following July 1st, there will be a penalty fee as set 

forth in the current schedule of fees. 
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(Ord. 5780 § 1 (part), 2004) 

HISTORY 

Amended by Ord. 6552 on 3/13/2023 

13.13.320 License/Registration - Suspension Or Revocation 

In addition to the penalties provided in this chapter, the Chief Building Official may suspend for 

30 days or less the license/registration of any licensed/registered master, journeyman, or 

contractor issued under the provisions of this chapter if the licensee/registree has violated this 

chapter or the plumbing code of the city of Council Bluffs, Iowa. Suspensions issued by the 

Chief Building Official may be appealed to the Community Development Director. Any 

suspension or revocation exceeding 30 days is to be sent to the Board of Appeals for 

consideration. The licensee/registree shall surrender such license/registration either in person or 

by sending it by certified mail to the plumbing inspector within five days after the board sends 

notice of suspension or revocation to the licensee's/registree's last known address. Any master, 

journeyman, or registree whose license has been suspended or revoked by the Board of Appeals 

shall not be permitted to apply for another license or registration for a period as determined by 

the board, not to exceed one year for the date of such suspension or revocation. 

(Ord. 5410 § 1 (part), 1998) 

HISTORY 

Amended by Ord. 6552 on 3/13/2023 

13.13.330 License/Registration - Transfer Prohibited 

If any licensee or registree should or should attempt to transfer his/her license or to allow or 

permit the same to be used, directly or indirectly, by any other person for any purpose 

whatsoever, the licensee/registree shall be subject to the penalties as outlined in this chapter. 

(Ord. 5410 § 1 (part), 1998) 

13.13.340 Masters 

A master shall be employed full-time. Masters licensed under the provisions of this chapter shall 

be responsible for the classifications and area(s) of work for which their license was issued. All 

masters shall meet the qualifications detailed in this chapter. All masters shall be categorized as 

either being active or inactive. An inactive master is a person who has met the 

licensing/registration requirements pursuant to this chapter; who labors in their trade; is not 

required to comply with the bonding and insurance requirements; and is not permitted to apply 

for permits in their name. An active master is a person who has met the licensing/registration 

requirements pursuant to this chapter; who labors in their trade; is required to comply with the 

bonding and insurance requirements; and is permitted to apply for permits in their name. 

(Ord. 5410 § 1 (part), 1998) 
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13.13.350 Master's License/Registration Required 

No person, company, partnership, firm, corporation, and/or association shall engage in business 

as a master and do work on a Utility system within the city of Council Bluffs, unless such 

person, company, firm, partnership, corporation, and/or association shall have obtained from the 

City of Council Bluffs a master's license/registration. 

(Ord. 5410 § 1 (part), 1998) 

HISTORY 

Amended by Ord. 6552 on 3/13/2023 

13.13.360 Master - Insurance Required 

A Utility master contractor shall furnish to the city clerk a certificate of insurance, subject to 

approval by the city attorney, evidencing commercial general liability insurance coverage or its 

equivalent in the minimum amount of one million dollars ($1,000,000.00) per occurrence for 

bodily injury, including death or damage to property of others, arising out of work performed or 

responsibilities assumed under the license. The aggregate limit shall be no less than one million 

dollars ($1,000,000.00). In addition, the Utility master contractor shall furnish a certificate of 

insurance, subject to approval by the city attorney, evidencing worker's compensation insurance 

sufficient to satisfy the laws of the state of Iowa; employer's liability insurance in the minimum 

amount of one hundred thousand dollars ($100,000.00); and auto liability insurance in the 

minimum amount of one million dollars ($1,000,000.00). 

These limits may be provided by any combination of primary and excess policies. The insurance 

company shall endeavor to provide thirty (30) days' notice of cancellation or nonrenewal to the 

city clerk. 

(Ord. 5850 § 2, 2005) 

HISTORY 

Amended by Ord. 6552 on 3/13/2023 

13.13.370 Master - Bond Required 

Before an active master's license can be issued under the provisions of this chapter, the applicant 

therefor shall furnish a corporate surety bond, said bond to be approved by the city attorney, in 

the sum of not less than ten thousand dollars ($10,000.00), to secure the city of Council Bluffs 

and the public against damages that may arise by virtue of carelessness or neglect of the licensee 

to properly execute and protect the work, or for any penalty that may be imposed under the 

provisions of this chapter. The bond shall be executed by a qualified surety company, licensed to 

do business in the state of Iowa. The bond shall further be conditioned that the applicant shall 

furnish and install all work by his or her firm or corporation furnished and installed in strict 

compliance with the term of this chapter. 

(Ord. 5410 § 1 (part), 1998) 
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13.13.380 Master - Advertising 

Any master licensed under the provisions of this chapter who advertises in a print medium 

distributed to Council Bluffs' residences shall also include in the advertisement the master's 

license number. 

(Ord. 5410 § 1 (part), 1998) 

13.13.390 Journeyman 

A contractor may employ a licensed journeyman to be responsible for the classifications and 

area(s) of work for which his or her journeyman's license was issued. All journeymen shall meet 

the qualifications detailed in this chapter. 

(Ord. 5410 § 1 (part), 1998) 

13.13.420 Violation - Penalty 

Any person found guilty of a violation of the provisions of this chapter shall, upon conviction, be 

subject to the penalty provisions set forth in CBMC 8.02.020. Each day that a violation is 

allowed to continue shall constitute a separate and distinct violation. At the discretion of the city 

attorney, any violation of the provisions of this chapter may be pursued as a municipal infraction 

according to the terms of CBMC 1.95 in lieu of criminal prosecution. 

(Ord. 5577 § 4, 2001) 

 

13.13.500 Plumbing 

No company, partnership, firm, corporation, and/or association shall engage in business as a 

contractor doing plumbing work within the City of Council Bluffs, unless such company, firm, 

partnership, corporation, and/or association has obtained a Plumbing Master License issued by 

the State of Iowa. All plumbing license holders shall be subject to the laws of the State of Iowa 

and the ordinances of the City of Council Bluffs.  
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