ORDINANCE NO. 6673
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 13.07 “GENERAL CONTRACTOR’S LICENSING” OF THE COUNCIL BLUFFS MUNICIPAL CODE BY AMENDING SECTIONS 13.07.030 “GENERAL CONTRACTOR’S LICENSE REQUIRED,” 13.07.040 “GENERAL CONTRACTOR DEFINED,” 13.07.070 “LICENSE - SUSPENSION,” 13.07.075 “PROCEDURE OF VIOLATION NOTIFICATION,” 13.07.080 “LICENSE - REVOCATION,” 13.07.120 “LICENSE - GENERALLY,” 13.07.170 “INSURANCE REQUIRED,” AND 13.07.190 “VIOLATION - PENALTY,” TO ADD CONTRACTOR COMPLIANCE REQUIREMENTS RELATING TO STATE LICENSURE, WORKERS’ COMPENSATION, IOWA WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT REGISTRATION, AND FEDERAL EMPLOYMENT ELIGIBILITY VERIFICATION.
BE IT ORDAINED
BY THE CITY COUNCIL
OF THE
CITY OF COUNCIL BLUFFS, IOWA

SECTION 1. That Chapter 13.07 “General Contractor’s Licensing” of the Council Bluffs Municipal Code be and the same is hereby amended by amending Sections below to read as follows: 
13.07.030 General Contractor's License Required
There shall be and is created a license requirement for general contractors. This will provide the citizens and other consumers the protection that the licensed general contractor has at least the minimum amount of insurance required and experience. Let it be further understood that no person shall perform work in the city of Council Bluffs, Iowa, as a general contractor without having first licensed as a general contractor with the city of Council Bluffs, Iowa. No person shall engage in business as a company, partnership, firm, corporation, and/or association general contractor to do work in this licensed trade within the city of Council Bluffs, unless such company, firm, partnership, corporation, and/or association shall have obtained a Council Bluffs general contractor's license.
As a condition of licensing and of obtaining and maintaining permits for work within the city, each licensed general contractor shall certify that all work requiring licensure under the laws of the State of Iowa will be performed only by persons holding any license required by state law, that the contractor maintains workers’ compensation coverage when required by law, that the contractor possesses an Iowa Workforce Development employer account number or special contractor number as required by Iowa law, and that the contractor and all subcontractors on the project comply with federal employment eligibility verification requirements applicable to their employees. Each licensed general contractor shall be responsible for ensuring compliance with this section by all subcontractors performing work under the general contractor’s permit or contract within the city.
(Ord. No. 6172, § 1, 4-22-2013)
13.07.040 General Contractor Defined
A "general contractor," within the meaning of this code, is any person who contracts with the owner or tenant of property to build, construct, alter, repair, add to, or wreck any building or structure upon said property or any portion thereof within the city for which a permit is required by this chapter for a fixed price, fee, percentage, or other compensation; or who advertises or otherwise represents to the public to have the capacity or ability to undertake to build, construct, alter, repair, add to, or wreck any building or structure or any portion thereof; or who builds, constructs, alters add to or wrecks any building or structure either on his own or other property for the purpose of speculation.
In this chapter The Term "General Contractor" Shall include and mean all of the various types of licenses that are available being: Class A: General contractor, Class B: General contractor limited, Class C: Residential contractor unlimited, Class D: Residential contractor limited, Class E: Roofing contractor unlimited. The term "general contractor" does not include a tradesman licenses with the city of Council Bluffs, who performs work within his licensed trade, or any subcontractor performing work under a contract with a registered general contractor.
For purposes of enforcement of this chapter, however, a licensed general contractor shall remain responsible for subcontractor compliance with all requirements expressly imposed by this chapter.
(Ord. No. 6172, § 1, 4-22-2013)
13.07.070 License - Suspension
In addition to the penalties provided in this chapter, the building official may suspend or temporarily revoke the license of any licensed general contractor issued under the provision of this chapter if the licensee has violated this chapter or any of the codes of the city of Council Bluffs, Iowa. Any general contractor whose license has been suspended or temporarily revoked shall not be permitted to apply for another license or any permits for a period as determined by the building official, not to exceed one year for the date of such suspension or temporary revocation. After the building official hears all pertinent evidence, the building official shall have the power to suspend or temporarily revoke the contractor's license if the building official make the finding that the general contractor has committed any one of the following acts or admissions:
A. Willful and deliberate disregard and violation of the provision of this code or any other ordinance of the city, of failure to comply with any lawful order of the building official;
B. Misrepresentation of a material fact by the applicant is obtaining a general contractor's license or in obtaining a building permit;
C. Fraudulently use the license to obtain building permits for other persons or companies;
D. Failure to obtain permits as required; 
E. Failure to comply with a notice and order or a stop work order;
F. Failure to maintain or provide proof of workers’ compensation coverage when required by law for the general contractor or any subcontractor performing work under the permit;
G. Failure to provide the contractor’s Iowa Workforce Development employer account number or special contractor number, or failure to provide the same information for subcontractors when required by the building official;
H. Knowingly permitting work requiring state licensure to be performed by a person who does not hold the license required by the laws of the State of Iowa; and/or
I. False certification of compliance with federal employment eligibility verification requirements.

(Ord. No. 6172, § 1, 4-22-2013)

13.07.075 Procedure Of Violation Notification

Except as stated in CBMC 13.07.085, cases involving violations of the provisions of this section or any other law or ordinance of the city of Council Bluffs relating to building contractor licensing or permit requirements, the following notification procedure shall be implemented by the building official prior to actual revocation of a license.
A. The first violation of this section shall cause the building official to send by certified mail a notice of violation.
B. The second violation of this section shall cause the building official to suspend the license for a period of one month, and notify the licensee again by certified mail of the city procedures.
C. The third violation of this section shall cause the building official to suspend the license for a period of three months, and notify the licensee again by certified mail of the city procedures.
D. The fourth violation of this section shall cause the building official to revoke the license for a period of not less than six months and not to exceed one year.
E. The fifth violation of this article shall cause the building official to present case file to the board of peers at the next regularly scheduled meeting for permanent revocation.
F. Violations involving failure to maintain required workers’ compensation coverage, knowingly using unlicensed persons where state licensure is required, or false certification under this chapter may be treated as immediate threats to public welfare and may be referred directly for suspension or revocation proceedings without progressive notice when supported by documented findings of the building official.
(Ord. No. 6172, § 1, 4-22-2013)
13.07.080 License - Revocation
The building official will require a licensed general contractor to appear before the general contractor's board of peers for a hearing concerning the revocation of his license. The building official shall notify said general contractor by serving written notice in person or by certified mail at least five days prior to the hearing. After the general contractor's board of peers hears all pertinent evidence, the general contractor's board of peers shall have the power to permanently revoke the contractor's license if the general contractor's board of peers make the finding that the general contractor has committed any two or more of the following acts or admissions:
A. Willful and deliberate disregard and violation of the provision of this code or any other ordinance of the city, of failure to comply with any lawful order of the building official;
B. Misrepresentation of a material fact by the applicant in obtaining a general contractor's license or in obtaining a building permit;
C. Fraudulently use the license to obtain building permits for other persons or companies;
D. Failure to obtain permits as required; 
E. Failure to comply with a notice and order or a stop work order;
F. Failure to maintain or provide proof of workers’ compensation coverage when required by law for the general contractor or subcontractors;
G. Knowingly permitting work requiring state licensure to be performed by a person lacking the license required by Iowa law;
H. Knowingly submitting false information concerning an Iowa Workforce Development employer account number or special contractor number; and
I. Knowingly submitting a false certification of compliance with federal employment eligibility verification requirements.

(Ord. No. 6172, § 1, 4-22-2013)

13.07.120 License - Generally
A. Classifications are as follows: Class A: General contractor, Class B: General contractor limited, Class C: Residential contractor unlimited, Class D: Residential contractor limited, Class E: Roofing contractor unlimited and the classifications that do not require an examination but require registration are as follows: Demolition contractors, siding residential, window/door replacement residential, retaining walls residential, sign contractors, grading contractors, moving contractors, swimming pool contractors, solar contractors, fence contractors and fiber contractors.
B. All licenses shall expire on the first day of the month of July each year and may be renewed thereafter bi-annually upon application of the licensee and payment of the bi-annual fee to city treasurer.
C. If an expired license is not renewed by July 1st there will be a late penalty fee as set forth in the prevailing schedule of fees, CBMC 2.08.
D. Any licensee whose license has expired shall have the right to renew such license, without examination, on or before the following October 1st. Thereafter, no renewal shall be granted without reexamination, except on recommendation of the board based upon good cause shown by such applicant in a written request for such.
E. New licenses may be prorated on a half-year one year basis.
F. An identification card shall be furnished a licensee by the city of Council Bluffs at the time of the issuance of such license.
G. On or before June of each year, the city will send notice to the licensee's last known address informing them that their license is nearing expiration.
H. All contractors shall be subject to the laws of the state of Iowa and the ordinances of the Municipal Code for the city of Council Bluffs.
I. Before a license shall be issued under this chapter, the applicant shall pay the annual license fees as set forth in the prevailing schedule of fees, CBMC 2.08.
J. Before a license is issued or renewed under this chapter, the applicant shall provide, on a form approved by the building official: 
(a) proof of workers’ compensation coverage, proof of exemption, or a statement that the applicant is not required by law to carry such coverage; and                                                              (b) the applicant’s Iowa Workforce Development employer account number or special contractor number required by Iowa law.
K. Before a permit is issued for work under this chapter, the licensed general contractor shall certify on a city form that:
1. All work on the project requiring licensure under the laws of the State of Iowa will be performed only by persons holding the licenses required by state law;
2. The general contractor has obtained proof of workers’ compensation coverage, proof of exemption, or a statement of non-applicability for each subcontractor to be used on the project;
3. The general contractor has obtained the Iowa Workforce Development employer account number or special contractor number for each subcontractor to be used on the project; and
4. The general contractor and each subcontractor employing workers on the project have completed the employment eligibility verification process (as required by federal law) for their employees.
L. The city may require updated certifications or supporting documentation during the course of work and prior to final inspection.
M. The city shall not require submission of Form I-9 or supporting identity or work-authorization documents, but may require a written certification of compliance with 8 U.S.C. Section 1324a.
(Ord. No. 6172, § 1, 4-22-2013)
HISTORY
Amended by Ord. 6627 on 3/11/2025
13.07.170 Insurance Required
All insurance required under this Chapter shall be kept in accordance with CBMC 13.45. 
In addition, each licensed general contractor shall maintain workers’ compensation insurance when required by Iowa law and shall ensure that each subcontractor performing work under the contractor’s permit maintains workers’ compensation insurance when required by Iowa law. Proof of such coverage, exemption, or statement of non-applicability shall be furnished to the city upon application for licensure, renewal, permit issuance, and upon request of the building official.
(Ord. No. 6172, § 1, 4-22-2013)
HISTORY
Amended by Ord. 6637 on 3/24/2025
13.07.190 Violation - Penalty
Any person found guilty of a violation of the provisions of this chapter, shall upon conviction, be subject to the penalty provisions set forth in CBMC 8.02.020. Each day that a violation is allowed to continue shall constitute a separate and distinct violation. At the discretion of the city attorney, any violation of the provisions of this chapter may be pursued as a municipal infraction according to the terms of CBMC 1.95 in lieu of criminal prosecution. A separate violation shall exist for each permit or project for which a false certification is submitted under this chapter.
(Ord. No. 6172, § 1, 4-22-2013)
SECTION 9. REPEALER. All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict with the provisions of this ordinance are hereby repealed. 
SECTION 10. SEVERABILITY CLAUSE. If any of the provisions of this ordinance are for any reason declared illegal or void, then the lawful provisions of this ordinance which are severable from said unlawful provisions shall be and remain in full force and effect, the same as if the ordinance contained no illegal or void provisions. 
SECTION 11. EFFECTIVE DATE. This ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its final passage and publication, as by law provided. 
PASSED
AND 					April 6, 2026
APPROVED

_____________________________________
JILL K. ALMONTE	                                Mayor

				Attest:		_____________________________________
					JODI QUAKENBUSH                        City Clerk
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