
PUBLIC HEARINGS:  

FIFTH PUBLIC HEARING AND CONSIDERATION OF AMENDING SECTION 3, 17, AND 18 OF THE 
UNIFIED DEVELOPMENT CODE WITH THE ADDITION OF THE RENTAL HOUSING CODE 

Daniel Havelin, City Planner, and Odie Avery, Assistant City Planner, presented the following proposed 
amendments to the UDC: 

UDC Section Number Description of Revision 

3.8 Added Administrative Appeal of Rental Housing Code and Transient Vencor Licenses 
17.6 Added Rental Housing Code 
18 Adding, Updating, and Deleting Definitions relating to Rental Housing Code 

Mayor Spruill opened the Public Hearing. 

Alvin Turner note  his home recently was inspected as part of HUD housing and he felt this to be a positive 
thing for rental properties.

There being no additional comments, the Mayor closed the Public Hearing. 

28. CONSIDERATION OF AMENDING SECTIONS 3, 17, AND 18 OF THE UNIFIED DEVELOPMENT
CODE WITH THE ADDITION OF THE RENTAL HOUSING CODE

Alderman Sistrunk, duly seconded by Alderman Beatty, offered a motion approving the amending of sections 3, 17, 
and 18 of the Unified Development Code with the addition of the Rental Housing Code. The Board voted as follows: 

Alderman Ben Carver   Voted:  Nay 
Alderman Sandra Sistrunk Voted:  Yea 
Alderman Jeffrey Rupp Voted:  Yea 
Alderman Mike Brooks Voted:  Nay 
Alderman Hamp Beatty Voted:  Yea 
Alderman Roy A’. Perkins Voted:  Yea 
Alderman Henry Vaughn, Sr.  Voted:  Yea 

Having received a majority affirmative vote, the Mayor declared the motion passed. 

The amend  follow this page. 



ORDINANCE NO. 2022-01 

ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF STARKVILLE, MISSISSIPPI FOR AMENDING THE UNIFIED 
DEVELOPMENT CODE WITH THE ADOPTION OF SECTION 17.6 RENTAL HOUSING CODE 

WHEREAS, The City of Starkville finds that certain of its residential neighborhoods could experience 
declining property values, a concomitant loss of City property tax revenue, and a decline in health, safety, 
and quality of life due to a lack of inspection and preventive and ongoing maintenance for an increasing 
number of long-term rental properties; 

WHEREAS, the City has received numerous complaints from residents regarding unabated nuisances and 
risks to health, welfare, and safety caused by poorly maintained long term rental properties in their 
neighborhoods, including single family homes, resulting in sanitation problems, traffic safety issues, 
environmental and health concerns, and code violations; and 

WHEREAS, the City finds and declares a compelling interest in establishing standards for licensing, 
inventorying, inspecting, and maintaining properties that are rented or leased for long term residential 
occupancy, in order to ensure decent, safe, and sanitary residential long term rental properties in the City 
and its residential neighborhoods; and 

WHEREAS, the City has a duty and need to enact regulations that establish safe standards related to 
preventive and ongoing long term rental property maintenance, and enable the City to effectively license, 
inventory, inspect, and, if necessary, repair rental properties, in order to protect the overall health, safety, 
and welfare of the City's residents; and 

WHEREAS, Section 21-17-5 of the Mississippi Code authorizes the City to adopt ordinances with respect 
to the care, management, and control of its municipal affairs, property, and finances; and 

WHEREAS, Section 21-19-25 of the Mississippi Code authorizes the City to adopt codes by ordinance 
dealing with the general public health, safety, or welfare, or a combination of the same; and 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the City of Starkville, Mississippi, did hold multiple public 
hearings in connection with the proposed amendments of the Unified Development Code; and 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Board of Aldermen do hereby find that notice of said public hearings was given 
as required by law, and based upon the input from citizens and others, the City of Starkville finds the need 
to amend the Unified Development Code. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the City of Starkville, 
Mississippi: 

SECTION 1. That Sections 3, 17, and 18 of the Unified Development Code of the City of Starkville shall be 
amended as provided herein-above. 

SECTION 2. Said Ordinance having been previously reduced to writing, a motion was made by Alderman 
Sistrunk and seconded by Alderman Brooks to adopt the Ordinance and no request having been made by 
the Mayor or any member of the Board of Aldermen that said Ordinance be read by the City Clerk before 
a vote was taken, and reading of such having been waived, said Ordinance was adopted by the vote of the 
Board of Aldermen, the results being as follows: 



Alderman Ben Carver Ward 1 Voted: Nay 
Alderman Sandra C. Sistrunk Ward 2 Voted: Yea 
Alderman Jeffrey Rupp Ward 3 Voted: Yea 
Alderman Mike Brooks Ward 4 Voted: Nay 
Alderman Hamp Beatty Ward 5 Voted: Yea 
Vice Mayor Roy A’. Perkins Ward 6 Voted: Yea 
Alderman Henry N. Vaughn, Sr. Ward 7 Voted: Yea 

ORDAINED AND APPROVED, this the 15th day of February, 2022, at the Recess Meeting of the Mayor 
and Board of Aldermen of the City of Starkville, Mississippi. 

City of Starkville, Mississippi 

D. Lynn Spruill, Mayor

ATTEST: 

Lesa Hardin, City Clerk 
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