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Before your chicks arrive
You must make sure that the brooding area has been thoroughly 
cleaned and disinfected. Letting it sit idle for 5-7 days is ideal. 
Thorough cleaning is one of the most important considerations 
when preparing for your baby chicks.

No paper
Never, never cover the chick bedding with newspaper or with any 
kind of paper. It can lead to poor development and even result in 
death, especially when starting cornish rock broilers. 

Be sure to check your local covenants for details  
on raising chickens in your neighborhood.

FEED
Start chicks on an 18% medicated chick starter*. We recommend chicks be on 
medicated starter for 18-22 weeks before switching to an adult layer feed, with 
a minimum of 8 weeks on a starter feed. Medicated chick starters contain a 
coccidiostat to help prevent coccidiosis, which is a common poultry disease caused 
by a parasite. Chicks sold at Murdoch’s have not been vaccinated for this parasite; 
hence, a medicated feed ensures the least risk of illness. Whether or not you 
medicate your flock is ultimately a personal preference, and Murdoch’s stocks both 
medicated and non-medicated feed options. 

Do not cut your starter and/or grower with feeds by feeding extra ground corn or oats 
on the side. More often than not, taking these shortcuts rarely saves money and may 
result in slower growth or development complications. 

*Medicated feed is toxic to turkeys and ducks. Ask a Chick Expert for recommendations. 

RED LIGHT
We recommend red bulbs during the starting period to support a chick’s growth 
rate and reach its full potential. Light affects how much your chick grows, and the 
red light provides the heat they need to regulate their body temperature but still 
differentiate between day and night. 

TURKEYS, ETC.
Turkeys and pheasants can be started along the same general lines as chickens. 
Use a non-medicated starter feed; you can also opt for a start-to-finish feed, 
depending on availability. Move to an 18-22% protein non-medicated meatbird feed 
finisher at 6-8 weeks; these could be labeled as a gamebird/turkey grower, meatbird 
crumble, or an all-flock feed.

WATERFOWL
Start all waterfowl much as you do chickens. If meatbird starter feed is not available, 
then go to an 18% non-medicated chick starter. Straw bedding is preferred, although 
paper is okay. In general, waterfowl must be kept dry at all times. Remember, ducks 
and geese cannot swim until their feathers form, as their down does not contain the 
necessary oils, which helps the water glide off. If allowed by water too early, they 
could drown. 

ENVIRONMENT
Be sure to keep chicks indoors until they are fully feathered out, approximately 6-8 
weeks, at which point the chicks should be able to withstand temperatures as low as 
30 degrees. 

Please note
Murdoch’s believes the information contained above to be accurate.  
Murdoch’s cannot guarantee the sex of each chick, is not responsible for  
the death of a chick after 24 hours of purchase, and accepts no liability  
in the event of a mishap.

HEAT
For the first week, carry the ambient temperature at 90-95 degrees. The bulb of the 
thermometer should be at about the level of the baby chicks’ backs. Reduce this 
temperature 5 degrees per week until the temperature is about 60 degrees. The 
chicks will tell you if they are not comfortable by crowding under the heat if it is too 
cold, or moving away from the lamp if it is too warm. The face of the bulb should 
be 26-30 inches from the litter. Keep in mind that the area where the heat rays hit 
should be large enough so that all the chicks can get under the heat. 

BEDDING/LITTER
Pine or wood shavings, wood pellet crumbles, wood chips (not cedar!), rice or oat 
hulls, or ground cobs (not finely ground) should cover the area to a depth of 2-3 
inches. Never use paper for bedding with baby chicks.

WATER
For the first 3-5 hours after the chicks arrive at your home, provide them with water 
only. We recommend withholding food to allow proper hydration and avoid food 
related impaction issues. Chicks prefer water temperature to be 50-55 degrees. Add 
a small amount of electrolytes to their water, enough to turn the water a light yellow 
color. Electrolytes help them remain hydrated and continue digesting properly during 
a stressful transition time. Keep water clean and fresh by changing the water every 
day after that. 

FEEDERS
Place filled feeders in the pen with your chicks, approximately 3-5 hours after they 
have consumed water. Purchase a good feeder for the correct stage of your birds, as 
adult and chick feeders are different. Chick feeders should be small enough that the 
chicks can’t walk into them and hurt themselves. Look for ones that prevent chicks 
from roosting on the feeder, can be raised to the height of the birds’ backs as they 
grow, and are easy to clean. Adult feeders should not be used for chicks.



  HEATING
Brooder lamps, bulbs, thermometers

  BEDDING
Pine or wood shavings, wood pellet crumbles, 
wood chips (not cedar), rice or oat hulls, 
ground cobs (not finely ground)

  WATERERS
Plastic or galvanized, tops and bases 

  FEEDERS
Plastic or galvanized, tops and bases

  CHICK STARTER FEED 
Specially formulated feed for chicks up to 8 
weeks old, medicated and non-medicated

  TREATS & SUPPLEMENTS
Vitamins, electrolytes, probiotics, snacks

  HOUSING
Starter pens, stock tanks, plastic storage tubs 
(no cardboard)

Speak with one of our chick experts for guidance on 
proper care and supplies to start your flock. You can also 
visit murdochs.com/chick-days for additional resources 
including blog articles, frequently asked questions, and 
clinics and classes in your community. 
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