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The tragic incident on March 10, 2017 was heartbreaking and devastating to the dentists and staff at 
Must Love Kids® Pediatric Dentistry, who are devoted exclusively to the needs of children. We 
continue to ask the community to join us in thoughts and prayers for the family and all others 
affected. 

The possible cause is under investigation by outside experts. The Clark County Medical Examiner 
has released its finding, stating the cause was “multiple drug intoxication” related to “anesthesia for 
dental restoration.” All drug application to the patient was by an independent, board-certified 
anesthesiologist. At this time, the Washington State Department of Health is reviewing the case, so 
it would be premature to comment further on any specifics.   

We can say that we have always been passionate about and taken the utmost care of our patients and 
their families, and provide the highest standard of care in a safe environment. We will continue our 
devotion to providing the best care to our patients. 

There are times when the use of general anesthesia is necessary to provide quality dental care for 
children. For context on this practice, Must Love Kids® had 25,000 pediatric patient visits in the 
last three and a half years. During that period, we performed dentistry for pediatric patients under 
deep sedation and general anesthesia more than 1,900 times without incident. 

We routinely use lasers for restorative procedures, which rarely even needs local anesthesia, as well 
as medical management of dental caries when indicated. When anesthesia is essential, it has always 
been our practice to contract with an independent, highly qualified and experienced board-certified 
anesthesiologist for anesthesia services who follow strict protocols, including a pre-operative 
checkup and clearance by the child’s primary physician prior to the procedure. We realize that many 
families need these services, so having completed a thorough internal review, we have resumed using 
the services of local hospitals and highly-experienced, board-certified anesthesiologists to perform 
dentistry that requires anesthesia in-office.  

Must Love Kids® is a Vancouver pediatric dentistry clinic founded to provide individualized, high-
quality, state of the art pediatric dental care for children and young adults in a fun, friendly 
atmosphere.  

The clinic founders, Drs. Monisha and Prashant Gagneja, are board-certified pediatric dentists and 
between them have 28 years in the practice of pediatric dentistry. Dr. Chelsea Zamudio is also a 
pediatric dentist and previously was the Chief Resident at the Westwood Pediatric Dentistry 
Residency Program, University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA). 


