
Sura al-Fatihah 

ـِٰن الرَّحيِم  ـٰنِ  ﴾٢﴿ العالَم�َ  َرِبّ  لِلَّـهِ  اَ�مدُ  ﴾١﴿�ِسِم اللَّـهِ الرَّ�  الرَّ�
 اهِدنَا ﴾٥﴿ �َسَتع�ُ  �يّاكَ  نَعُبدُ  إِيّاكَ  ﴾٤﴿ اّ�ينِ  يَومِ  مالِكِ  ﴾٣﴿ الرَّحيمِ 

اَط  نَعمَت َعلَيِهم َغِ� الَمغضوِب َعلَيِهم ِ�  ﴾٦﴿ الُمسَتقيمَ  الِ�ّ
َ
يَن أ اَط ا�َّ

﴾٧﴿َوَ� الّضاّلَ� 

MUHSIN KHAN 
In the Name of Allah, the Most Beneficent, the Most Merciful. (1) All the praises and thanks be to Allah, 
the Lord of the 'Alamin (mankind, jinns and all that exists). (2) The Most Beneficent, the Most Merciful. 
(3) The Only Owner (and the Only Ruling Judge) of the Day of Recompense (i.e. the Day of Resurrection)
(4) You (Alone) we worship, and you (Alone) we ask for help (for each and everything). (5) Guide us to
the Straight Way (6) The Way of those on whom You have bestowed Your Grace, not (the way) of those
who earned Your Anger, nor of those who went astray. (7)

MUFTI TAQI USMANI 

With the name of Allah, the All-Merciful, the Very-Merciful. Praise belongs to Allah, the Lord of all the 
worlds. the All-Merciful, the Very Merciful. the Master of the Day of Requital. You alone do we worship, 
and from You alone do we seek help. Take us on the straight path. the path of those on whom You have 
bestowed Your Grace, not of those who have incurred Your wrath, nor of those who have gone astray.
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Naveera
Sticky Note
Some scholars say that basmallah is a part of sura al fatiha and others say that basmallah is part of only sura nahal (28)

Naveera
Sticky Note
Difference between Quran and hadeeth Qudsi.Words of Allah, paraphrased by Rasulullah SAW, is called Hadeeth Qudsi, while words of Allah conveyed exactly as is are Quran.Also discuss wahee matloo and ghair matloo. (For this, refer to the book, Uloom Al-Quran by Mufti Taqi-Usmani)Narrate hadeeth qudsi on sura al Fatiha from MQ.

Naveera
Sticky Note
Virtues of Sura Al fatihaMuslim recorded in his Sahih, and An-Nasa'i in his Sunan that Ibn `Abbas said, "While Jibril (Gabriel) was with the Messenger of Allah , he heard a noise from above. Jibril lifted his sight to the sky and said, `This is a door in heaven being open, and it has never been opened before now.' An angel descended from that door and came to the Prophet and said, `Receive the glad tidings of two lights that you have been given, which no other Prophet before you was given: the Opening of the Book and the last (three) Ayat of Surat Al-Baqarah. You will not read a letter of them, but will gain its benefit.''' This is the wording collected by An-Nasa'i (Al-Kubra 5:12)(By Him in Whose Hand is my soul! Allah has never revealed in the Tawrah, the Injil, the Zabur or the Furqan a Surah like it. It is the seven repeated verses that I was given.)''

Naveera
Sticky Note
Difference between surah and chapter:Surah's are not chronological, not dependent on each other yet connected in meaning.diff between ayaah and verse, discuss roots of ayaah.

Naveera
Sticky Note
وَلَقَدْ آتَيْنَاكَ سَبْعًا مِّنَ الْمَثَانِي وَالْقُرْآنَ الْعَظِيمَ - 15:87And indeed, We have bestowed upon you seven of Al-Mathani (the seven repeatedly recited Verses), (i.e. Surat Al-Fatiha) and the Grand Quran.

Naveera
Sticky Note
Allah doesnt say "Praise Allah!" then its a command, and the person being commanded has a choice if they obey or not. Allah is saying whether you do praise Allah or not, He is still praised.It's also not we praise Allah or I praise Allah, which are verbs. which are not permanent, nouns are permanent.

Naveera
Sticky Note
Whatever Allah does, we not only praise it, we thank for it. Things may look bad but they are beautiful because they are coming from Allah. Just understanding this one phrase has the power to change our outlook to life completely. Even before getting to Allahs name, we are first given Alhamd. we could say in Arabic "lillahi alhamd" but Allah wants to break our complain cycle. The first things is to have appreciation and gratitude then we will get to guidance. Optimism is part of our faith.

Naveera
Sticky Note
Sura AlFatihah is a complete introduction of Allah by Allah. Who our God is and what HE wants from us. 

Naveera
Sticky Note
Allah introduces Himself with His name, not a title or attribute. To remove all ambiguity. And it captures all His sifaat, He is the creator, He is wise, He is mighty etc.. so when we say we praise and thank Allah, we don't miss any of His quality.

Naveera
Sticky Note
Compare inna alhamda Lillah to Alhamdu lillah.jumal khabariya and jumla inshaiyaa.inna is only for khabariya, without it it can be informational or emotionally.Inna also portrays a need to refute a doubt, but if there is no argument, no disagreement then no need for inna. it is an introduction to the innate fitrah of human beings. kind of preprogrammed in human makeup.

Naveera
Sticky Note
This Surah comprises of seven verses. Of these, the first three are inpraise of Allah, while the last three contain a request or a prayer on the part of man, which Allah himself has, in His infinite mercy, taught him. The verse in between the two sets has both the features -- there isan aspect of praise, and another of prayer.

Naveera
Sticky Note
The Su.rah begins with the words Al-ham.dulillah., signifying that all praise essentially belongs to Allah. Whosoever praises anything anywhere in the world is ultimately praising Allah. The sensible world contains millions of things which compel man's attention and admiration for their beauty and usefulness, but if one tries to look behind the veil of appearances, one would find in each and every thingthe manifestation of the same creative power.

Naveera
Sticky Note
Compare with what we may do to things which we own, which don't behave the way we want them to. Also in history when people had slaves, discuss their treatment of slaves, and how Allah keeps giving us gifts even after we disobey Him. Other masters are associated with ugly things, but Allah is all things good. He doesn't only own us, He also takes care of us, although He is not answerable to anyone in anything. But HE is still taking care of us in a beautiful way.

Naveera
Sticky Note
Our Master is always around us, but we start disobeying Him when we forget that He is watching us.

Naveera
Sticky Note
We are all slaves, no matter our nationality, race, ethnicity. We all are equal. Our slavery to Him frees us from the confines of racism and nationalism, from the shackles of being inferior to any other human being. 

Naveera
Highlight
Hamd in arabic mean praise and gratitude.arabic has different words for praise, like madh and sanaa. madh can be genuine or not genuine, it can be for living things and non living things. hamd is necessarily sincere.Interestingly the root letters of hamd are ح م د and the root letters of madh are م د ح same letters, different arrangement. Discuss its significance in Arabic.arabic word for gratitude is shukr. shukr is a reaction to an action, but hamd is not a reaction. example of Ibraheem being grateful to his father but not praising him.or when firoun (the murderer of thousands of babies and calling himself god) reminded Musa of his favours and Musa acknowledged his favours.

Naveera
Highlight
The difference between عالَمِيْن (‘AALAMEENA) and عَوالِمُ (‘AWAALIMU)aalameen = people, humans, jinns etc. not the world as in nature.This surah is about a relationship, between people and their Lord. So the word used here is aalameen not awalim which means world as in the world around us (nature and things and people)

Naveera
Highlight
The definition of Rabbالرب هو الملك والسيد والمربي والمنعم والقيمThe owner, sovereign, cherisher, caretaker, grantor of favors, sustainer etc. Lexically, the word, Rabb signifies 'one who nurtures'. And 'nurture' implies developing a thing by gradual stages in a manner which is conducive to its own good till it attains perfection.Rabb is a very comprehensive word, it reflects our relationship with Allah. He is the master and we are slaves, He is the owner and we are His property, He is the authority and we are under His command, He is the caretaker and we are being taken care of, He is the giver of gifts and we are the receivers, He is the one sustaining us and we are dependent upon Him to exist. If we understand this relationship only, it is enough for us. Accept Allah as a master and yourself as a slave is the summary of the whole Quran. We are slaves and we do not have the authority to question the master, only the Master has the authority to question. The master, owner has the authority to do whatever He wants with us.So after introducing His name, He tells us this is what I am to you.The following selections explain the relationship between Rabb and hidayah. Discuss the relationship between Master and hidayah. A slave is a slave when he is following his master, so we can not be Allah's slave untill we do not know what Allah wants from us.20:49-5020:122296:1-318:2426:6237:9928:226:161

Naveera
Sticky Note
After introducing Himself, Allah gives two of His descriptions/attributes. Both about mercy. The first introduction we get from Allah about Himself is His quality of mercy. Unfortunately we introduce our kids and fellow people to Allah through His attribute of anger and punishment.

Naveera
Sticky Note
Rahmah = root letters are ر ح م same roots for رحم (mother's womb) that is the definition of mercy according to old Arabic, what a mom does to an unborn child. the tenderest care.

Naveera
Sticky Note
When two words are similar in meaning and are put next to each other then the point is to show what makes them different. 

Naveera
Sticky Note
Ar Rahman - on the pattern of falaan-  is extreme merciful, and signifies that this quality is being manifested now. But it is a quality which is not permanent. This pattern signifies temporary qualities. Something comes and ends that condition. We might do something that takes this extreme mercy go away.Ar Raheem on the other hand is on the pattern of فعيل which signifies a permanent, endlessly, continuous quality.It is mercy covered from every possible angle. Compare where Allah only calls Himself ArRahman.When we call on to Allah before we start anything, we call Him as Rahman and Raheem.

Naveera
Sticky Note
This one ayaah tells us three things:1. We will be resurrected after our death.2. We will have to answer for our deeds in front of Allah.3. Allah is the owner/King of that day.

Naveera
Sticky Note
Allah is Ar Rahman and Ar Raheem but He is also the owner of that day. And HE will hold us accountable for what we do.

Naveera
Sticky Note
Allah mentions His mercy, then in the middle is judgment and on the opposite end is punishment which is not mentioned. Because on that day there will be two kinds of people, those who receive Allah's mercy and those who receive judgment for their deeds. In our Deen, punishment is just judgment.HE whoever is questioned once is doomed (according to a hadeeth) also explain the meaning of hisaban yaseeran.

Naveera
Highlight
The word 'Malik' has been derived from the root, 'milk' which signifies possessing a thing in such a manner that one has the right and power to dispose of it as one likes(See Qarnus). The word deen signifies 'Requital'. So, the phrase 'Master of the Day of Requital' implies total mastery on the Day of Requital. But there is no mention of the thing or things to which this mastery or possession would apply. According to the commentary, 'al-Kashshaf,the phrase makes a general reference to cover everything. That is to say, on the Day of Requital the mastery over everything that exists will belong to Allah alone.The two recitations of this word are مالك and ملك Kingship is for bigger things, ownership can be for small and big.So Allah owns the big and small of that day.

Naveera
Sticky Note
Implications of using يوم (day) of judgment:If you own a bag, it implies logically that you own everything in it. Similarly owning that day means HE owns not only the judgment but whatever happens on that day.It is impossible for humans to own time. We are not in control of EVERYTHING in a second. But HE has complete control of the day of judgment.

Naveera
Sticky Note
Knowledge should conclude in results. All what we have learned so far about Allah leads us to "iyaka nabudu" A declaration, not of independence, it is a declaration of slavery. The moment we accept that we are the slaves of Allah is the moment we are absolutely free.Those who think they are free (without being a slave of Allah) are not free. They are slaves to either culture, their selves, people, fashion, ideology, materialism etc. The moment we declare and accept that we are the slaves of only one, we become free from all shackles. We don't have to talk or walk or look like a certain way. We just have to please One, and everything else falls in place. You don't feel bad about how you look, how much you have got or not, what you like or not etc. we are not slaves to brands or trends. or peer pressure.A slave of a man, even he when declares his ultimate slavery to Allah is actually free. His body may be captive but his spirit is free, his heart is free, his intellect is free.

Naveera
Sticky Note
Discuss the 5 levels of hidayah (refer to the notes of sura al-Alaa) and how our fitrah can lead us to Allah. Then we ask Allah that up untill we have done what we could, now we ask you for help, for further guidance, for further road map.

Naveera
Highlight
نعبد and نستعين both are مضارع In Arabic مضارع captures both present tense and future tense. So at one side we are declaring that we worship only You, and on the other side we pledge that we will worship only You.

Naveera
Sticky Note
عبد is not just worship. Its slavery. a slave cant do what he wants, he does what his master wants. even when he is free and wants to do something he has to first have the masters consent.In Quran the word Rabb comes many times in close proximity of the word huda. Master and guidance.A slave can only be a slave when he does what the master wants. but a slave can not know what a master wants untill the master tells him. A master is a master when he gives instructions /guidance.So after declaring ourselves as a slave, the first thing we ask is guidance.

Naveera
Sticky Note
Discuss the implication of إياك نعبد vs نعبدك. (For those who aren't students of Arabic, نعبدك means, "We worship You", but we may be worshipping someone else, too. But, إياك نعبد means, "It is only You who we worship".)

Naveera
Highlight
Roots are عان which means help when you are struggling.By using this word, we are claiming that we are already trying, and since we can't do it on our own, we need His help.So if we are not making any attempt ourselves, just asking for Allahs help is not istiaana. And Allah is teaching us to ask Aun, which means we first have to exert ourselves and then Allah's help will come.Don't you dare ask for Allah's help until you have tried. A formula for life. Ibraheem AS was first thrown in fire then the fire becomes cool. First you enter Badr then the angels arrive.So when we say in salaah nastaeen, better watch out that you are not lying to Allah.

Naveera
Highlight
Notice the switch from 3rd person to 2nd person. It as if when you learned what is in the first ayaat, you already ready to talk to Him directly. 

Naveera
Sticky Note
In the previous ayaah we asked Allah to help us, but Allah never specifies help with what. the significance could be that we want so many thing, and we are so desperate that we are at a loss for words. Allah tells us that if we ask just one thing , hidayaah, it will make everything else fall in place, all problems will be solved.That doesn't mean that problems of this life won't come, but we will be able to rise higher than them. We will redefine what success is.Compare Musa when he was wandering in deserts and Pharoah, Rasulullah SAW when he was driven out of his home and leaders of Quraish, who looked successful? we have to realize that success is not owning material things, it is about how much hidayah we have.

Naveera
Sticky Note
We even as Muslims do not own guidance, Allah owns guidance. We have to ask for it, desperately, over and over again. And it is so precious that we ask for it between rakaats, not between prayers.And then we go back to life and if asked sincerely those hours between the prayers will show if Allah gave it to us or no, if we asked sincerely enough or not.Guidance is not the same as knowledge. It does not increase with knowledge, it increases with sincere begging in front of Allah.

Naveera
Highlight
صراط comes from صُراطNo plural for this world. It s because there is only one path, no plural for it.Compare صراط with طريق and سبيل :صراط SIRAAT is a wide road that is easy to tread but has plenty of dangers and distractions on either side. There is only one صُراط .صراط is a razor sharp long sword. طريق TAREEQ is the most common word for path and alludes to the fact that the right one is a choice. It is also a path that is treaded repeatedly by thesame traveler. Some scholars say that the regular acts of worship are from the طُرُق like prayer, zakah etc. سبيل SABEEL is an easy to follow path that leads to a destination. A سبيل is one of many سُبُل all of which have the same point of origin and the same destination while the middle may be different. Some scholars comment that the schools of thought in Islam are from the . سُبُل

Naveera
Highlight
stand upwords, straight,.The imagery is of a long, straight, difficult road, leading upwards. As soon as you start on this path you are leaving dunya down below. You are struggling against gravity. Gravity doesn't stop working on a person climbing a ladder, temptations of this dunya doesn't stop attracting you just because you are on this path.The higher you go the more dangerous it becomes. One slip and you come crashing down. Ref Surah Araaf. It teaches us there is no such thing as a guaranteed status of safety.but we dont have a choice. its the only way.

Naveera
Sticky Note
The whole Quran is filled with the stories of these people who had Allah's favours and mercy showered upon them.

Naveera
Highlight
Notice the past tense of this word.Role models, the anchors can only be those who have gone. those who are alive are as volatile as you and me.death is like a graduation ceremony and from those who have graduated there are some whom Allah has already issued the certificate (the anbiyaa and sahabah) those are the role models.

Naveera
Sticky Note
verb used for "those You showered your favours on" but nouns for the other two. Nouns are permanent.the role models are in the past, but the other two will be there always in all times.

Naveera
Highlight
A passive noun, faail is not mentioned. there could be more than one doer, they could be multiple people who are angry at them.Allah is that angry with them that Allah doesn't want His name mentioned in connection with them.It can also mean that they earned this anger themselves, it was their doing. Allah didnt just choose a random guy and became angry with him. It was their deeds that earned them this fate.

Naveera
Highlight
Notice the use of ism Faail.'misguided' (a common translation for this word) shows they are victim, but it was their own doing, they were responsible for their actions.

Naveera
Sticky Note
مغضوب عليهم are those who had explicit knowledge still they unbelieved hence they earn anger. ضالين are those who went astray for the lack of knowledge. But ignorance is not justifiable either.Some scholars say that the example of the first group is the Yahud and of the second group is Nasaraa.But it is mentioned in the Quran for our benefit, so we may not doing the same mistakes which led them to this destiny. We are not told this so we may feel superior to yahud and nasara or start treating them bad.Also notice that not only has Allah kept the description open (which means anyone can be from these two groups) but we are also taught to ask protection from being one of them, that means each one of them is in the danger of ending up one of them. if it was just about christians and jews then we didnt need to seek protection from it.

Naveera
Sticky Note
The initial ayaat give us knowledge, which should lead us to action (إياك نعبد وإيك نستعين ) guidance is when we balance knowledge with action.the role models were those who balanced the knowledge with action.magdhoob alaihim are those who have knowledge but no action.daleen are those who are willing to act but are not aquiring knowledge about the correct acts.

Naveera
Sticky Note
Balance in Sura Fatihah:1. Starts with knowledge, talks about actions, mentions those who combined both and warns against being one of those who either have knowledge but no action, or who have action without knowledge.2. Talk about the balance in the light of the hadeeth Qudsi " قسمت الصلوة بيني و بين عبدي نصفين .......  " 3. The parts about Allah all are nominal sentences (more appropriate that permanent forms are used), the parts about us are all verbal sentences (more appropriate for humans to have all volatile states), the middle is half about Allah and half about us so amazingly it is a jumal failya but starts with an Ism. 4. Also notice that the surah talks about aalameen, (world as in people) and then at the end Allah tells us how the humankind and jinnkind are grouped in eyes of Allah. Not ethincally, or racially or by age or gender or language or culture, but by who obeyed Allah and who didn't.5. Balance between individual imaana nd collective actions.6. Comparison between surah alFatihah and surah anNaas.7. Balance between human efforts and Allah's help.

Naveera
Sticky Note
The Merits and Peculiarities of the SiirahThis surah (Chapter) of the Holy Qur'an possesses a number ofmerits peculiar to it. Firstly, the Holy Quran begins with it; the prescribed prayer begins with it; and even in the order of revelation this is the first Surah which was revealed to the Holy Prophet SAW in its complete form. Some verses of the Surahs Iqra (al-'Alaq), al-Muzzammil and al-Muddaththir had no doubt been revealed earlier,but the first surah to be revealed in a complete form is no other than this. Certain Companions of the Holy Prophet SAW havereported that this was the first surah to be revealed. Most probably they had meant that no surah had been revealed in a complete form before this. Perhaps that is why the surah has been named as 'Fatiha-alkitab (The Opening of the Book).

Naveera
Sticky Note
This surah gives a special instruction to the man whobegins the recitation or the study of the Quran - that he shouldapproach this book with a mind cleansed of all his previous thoughts and opinions, seeking nothing but the Truth and the right path, praying to Allah for being guided in the right path. The surah begins with the praise of Him before whom the request is to be submitted, and ends with the request for guidance. The whole of the Quran is the answer to this request. The answer begins with the words: "AlifLam Meem This is the Book", which is an indication that the guidance man had prayed for has been provided in this Book.

Naveera
Sticky Note
Read more about merits and rulings of basmallah in Maarif alQuran.

Naveera
Sticky Note
Out of the Beautiful Names ofAllah Almighty and His attributes of perfection, only two have been mentioned in this verse - namely, 'al-Rahman' and 'al-Rahim', and both have been derived from the root 'Rahmah' (mercy), indicating theall-pervasiveness and perfection of divine mercy. It points to the fact that the creation of the heavens and the earth and the sustenance of the whole universe has no other motivation than making manifest Allah's quality of mercy. He Himself had no need of these things, norcould anyone compel Him to create them. It is His own mercy which has required the creation and sustenance of the whole universal order.

Naveera
Sticky Note
Read more on the reality and rationality of the day of Qiyamah in MQ.

Naveera
Sticky Note
It does not mention the purpose for which help is beingsought. According to most of the commentators, it generalizes the idea of the request to cover everything from acts of worship to all possible worldly or other-worldly concerns.

Naveera
Sticky Note
Reada comprehensive essay on "hidayah" (guidance) in MQ.

Naveera
Sticky Note
the essential meaning of the verse is that, in praying for thestraight path, we do not ask for the path of those who are the slaves of their desires, perverse in thought and action, and deficient in performing their religious obligations, nor the path of those who areignorant or unmindful or misled, and indulge in excess andexaggeration in religious matters, but wish for a path between these two extremes, which inclines neither towards excess nor towards deficiency, and which is as free of the promptings of desires as of doubts and confusions and of erroneous beliefs.

Naveera
Sticky Note
As to what praising Allahshould actually mean, Shaqiq ibn Ibrahim explains that when onereceives some gift from Allah, one should first of all recognize the Benefactor, then be content with what He has given, and finally never disobey Him as long as one has some strength left in the body, which again is a gift from Allah. (See ~Qurtubi)
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