
Sura al-Inshiqaq 
 

ـِٰن الرَّحيمِ   �ِسِم اللَّـهِ الرَّ�

ت  ماُء ا�َشقَّ ذِنَت ﴾١﴿إَِذا السَّ
َ
ِّها َوأ ت لَِر�   �َذا ﴾٢﴿ وَُحقَّ

َ
ت ا� لَقت ﴾٣﴿رُض ُمدَّ

َ
 ما َوأ

ذِنَت ﴾٤﴿ َوَ�َلَّت فيها
َ
ِّها َوأ ت لَِر� َها يا ﴾٥﴿ وَُحقَّ ُّ�

َ
َِّك  إِ�ٰ  �دِحٌ  إِنََّك  اِ��سانُ  �  َر�

ّما ﴾٦﴿ َ�ُم�قيهِ  َكدًحا
َ
 �َسً�ا ِحسابًا ُ�اَسُب  فََسوَف  ﴾٧﴿ �َِيمينِهِ  كِتابَهُ  أوِ�َ  َمن فَأ

هلِ  إِ�ٰ  َوَ�نَقلُِب  ﴾٨﴿
َ
ّما ﴾٩﴿هِ َم�وًرا أ

َ
ِ  َوراءَ  كِتابَهُ  أوِ�َ  َمن َوأ  فََسوَف  ﴾١٠﴿ َظهرِه

هلِهِ  � �نَ  إِنَّهُ  ﴾١٢﴿ َسعً�ا َوَ�ص�ٰ  ﴾١١﴿ ثُبوًرا يَدعو
َ
ن َظنَّ  إِنَّهُ  ﴾١٣﴿ َم�وًرا أ

َ
 لَن أ

قِسمُ  فَ� ﴾١٥﴿ بَصً�ا بِهِ  �نَ  َر�َّهُ  إِنَّ  بَ�ٰ  ﴾١٤﴿ َ�ورَ 
ُ
َفقِ  أ  وََسقَ  َوما َواللَّيلِ  ﴾١٦﴿ بِالشَّ

ََّسقَ  إَِذا َوالَقَمرِ  ﴾١٧﴿  �ذا ﴾٢٠﴿ يُؤِمنونَ  � لَُهم فَما ﴾١٩﴿ َطَبقٍ  َعن َطَبًقا لََ�َ�ُ�َّ  ﴾١٨﴿ ا�
ينَ  بَلِ  ﴾٢١﴿ ۩ �َسُجدونَ  � الُقرآنُ  َعلَيِهمُ  قُرِئَ  بونَ  َ�َفروا ا�َّ  َواللَّـهُ  ﴾٢٢﴿ يَُ�ِذّ
علَمُ 

َ
�ٍ� فَ  ﴾٢٣﴿ يوعونَ  بِما أ

َ
ُهم بَِعذاٍب أ ينَ  إِ�َّ  ﴾٢٤﴿بَِ�ّ  الّصاِ�اتِ  وََعِملُوا آَمنوا ا�َّ

جرٌ  لَُهم
َ
﴾٢٥﴿ َممنونٍ  َغ�ُ  أ  

 

MUHSIN KHAN 
When the heaven is split asunder, (1) And listens and obeys its Lord, and it must do so; (2) And when the 
earth is stretched forth, (3) And has cast out all that was in it and became empty, (4) And listens and 
obeys its Lord, and it must do so; (5) O man! Verily, you are returning towards your Lord with your deeds 
and actions (good or bad), a sure returning, so you will meet (i.e. the results of your deeds which you 
did). (6) Then, as for him who will be given his Record in his right hand, (7) He surely will receive an easy 
reckoning, (8) And will return to his family in joy! (9) But whosoever is given his Record behind his back, 
(10) He will invoke (his) destruction, (11) And shall enter a blazing Fire, and made to taste its burning. 

Naveera
Sticky Note
Then you will meet that which you did of good or evil.' A proof for this is what Abu Dawud At-Tayalisi recorded from Jabir, that the Messenger of Allah said,«قَالَ جِبْرِيلُ: يَا مُحَمَّدُ، عِشْ مَا شِئْتَ فَإِنَّكَ مَيِّتٌ، وَأَحْبِبْ (مَنْ) شِئْتَ فَإِنَّكَ مُفَارِقُهُ، وَاعْمَلْ مَا شِئْتَ فَإِنَّكَ مُلَاقِيه»(Jibril said, "O Muhammad! Live how you wish, for verily you will die; love what you wish, for verily you will part with it; and do what you wish, for verily you will meet it (your deed).) There are some people who refer the pronoun back to the statement "your Lord.'' Thus, they hold the Ayah to mean, "and you will meet your Lord.'' This means that He will reward you for your work, and pay you for your efforts. Therefore, both of these two views are connected. Al-`Awfi recorded from Ibn `Abbas that he said explaining,﴿يأَيُّهَا الإِنسَـنُ إِنَّكَ كَادِحٌ إِلَى رَبِّكَ كَدْحاً﴾(O man! Verily, you are returning towards your Lord with your deeds and actions, a sure returning,) "Whatever deed you do, you will meet Allah with it, whether it is good or bad.''

Naveera
Sticky Note
Jabir bin ‘Abdullah said that the Prophet salAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam said, “On the Resurrection Day the earth will be flattened out and spread out like the table-cloth; then there will hardly be room on it for men to place their feet.”

Naveera
Sticky Note
In such an atmosphere of conscious obedience, man is addressed from on high: “O mankind! Indeed you are laboring toward your Lord with great [exertion] and will meet it.” O mankind! your Lord has made you in a perfect way. He has given you your humanity which distinguishes you from the rest of creation. Your humanity endows you with certain characteristics which should have made you more conscious of your Lord, and more obedient and submissive to Him than both the sky and the earth.Man certainly labors hard in this life, shouldering his responsibilities and exerting himself. Man labors not only for what is obligatory but also for what he enjoys. Nothing in this life comes easily or without effort. If there is not physical labor then certainly there must be some kind of mental or emotional exertion. Everyone is struggling for what they want but when we return to our Lord we fall into two groups.

Naveera
Sticky Note
‘A’ishah radhiAllahu ‘anha quotes, “I heard Allah’s Messenger saying in his prayers ‘Allahumma hasibni hisabein yaseera,’ (My Lord, make my reckoning a lenient one). When he had finished his prayers I asked him, ‘What is the lenient reckoning?’ He answered, ‘He who receives lenient reckoning will have his record looked into and will be forgiven, but he who is called to account on that day will perish.” [Ahmad] Imam Ahmad recorded from `A'ishah that the Messenger of Allah said,«مَنْ نُوقِشَ الْحِسَابَ عُذِّب»(Whoever is interrogated during the reckoning, then he will be punished.) `A'ishah then said, "But didn't Allah say,﴿فَسَوْفَ يُحَاسَبُ حِسَاباً يَسِيراً ﴾(He surely will receive an easy reckoning,)'' The Prophet replied,«لَيْسَ ذَاكِ بِالْحِسَابِ، وَلَــكِنْ ذلِكِ الْعَرْضُ، مَنْ نُوقِشَ الْحِسَابَ يَوْمَ الْقِيَامَةِ عُذِّب»(That is not during to the Reckoning, rather it is referring to the presentation. Whoever is interrogated during the Reckoning on the Day of Judgement, then he will be punished.) This Hadith has also been recorded by Al-Bukhari, Muslim, At-Tirmidhi, An-Nasa'i and Ibn Jarir.It is reported in Sahih Bukhari from Aaisha RA that Rasulullah SAW said من حوسب يوم القيمة عذَبAt this AAisha RA asked what is the meaning of this ayat يحاسب حسابا يسيراSo Rasulullah SAW explained that the verse signifies 'the deeds will merely be presented before Allah without being questioned. As for the person whose deeds are scrutinised, he will never be able to escape torment'.

Naveera
Sticky Note
The Surah then refers briefly to some worldly scenes. People, however, continue to overlook the evidence such scenes provide of the deliberate planning that has gone into the making of this world. Indeed, this planning includes the creation of man himself, and his phases and transitions through life. Man does not remain in one and the same state, but passes through countless stages gradually, from youth to old age, from old age to death, from death to barzakh (the intermediary state between death and Resurrection), from barzakh to Resurrection from Resurrection to the Plain of Assembly, then to the Reckoning, and then to the meting out of rewards and punishments.An oath has been sworn by three things to confine this:(1) By the twilight,(2) By the darkness of night and the gathering together in it of all those human beings and animals who remain scattered in the day time, and(3) By the moon’s passing through different phases to become full. These are some of those things which testify that rest and stillness is unknown in the universe in which man lives.There is a continuous and gradual change taking place everywhere. Therefore, the disbelievers are wrong in thinking that life comes to an end after man has breathed his last.The oath serves to draw man’s attention to these universal scenes. The twilight refers to that period of stillness after sunset when the soul is overwhelmed by a deep feeling of awe. The heart feels, at such a time, the significance of parting with a beloved companion, and the quiet sadness and deep melancholy this involves. It also experiences fear of the approaching darkness. Then comes the full moon as its light descends over the earth. The full moon is always associated with tranquility.“[that] you will surely experience, state after state,” [84: 19]. Explaining the state after state Hasan Basri said that this means ease after difficulty, difficulty after ease, wealth after poverty, poverty after wealth, health after sickness and sickness after health. This means, we will pass from one state of suffering to another, as has been charted for us until we eventually meet Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala.

Naveera
Highlight
Al-Khalil bin Ahmad said, "Ash-Shafaq is the redness that appears from the setting of sun until the time of the last `Isha' (when it is completely dark). When that redness goes away, it is said, `Ash-Shafaq has disappeared.'''

Naveera
Highlight
 Ibn `Abbas said, "When it comes together and becomes complete.'' Al-Hasan said, "When it comes together and becomes full.'' Qatadah said, "When it completes its cycle.'' These statements refer to its light when it is completed and becomes full, as the idea was initiated with "The night and what it gathers.'' 

Naveera
Sticky Note
Stage after stage. Ease after difficulty, difficulty after ease, wealth after poverty, poverty after wealth, health after sickness, and sickness after health.''

Naveera
Highlight
Read MQ for the two kinds of commands of Allah.

Naveera
Sticky Note
Read MQ for a detailed explanation of ayat 6.

Naveera
Highlight
This pronoun can refer to both kadhun or Rabb. Read MQ for explanation of both.

Naveera
Highlight
إلى ربك أى إلى لقاء ربك

Naveera
Sticky Note
One of the reasons given here for his misery is that he used to live joyfully among his people in the world, and he was completely oblivious of the Hereafter. The believers, on the other hand, never for a moment were oblivious of the Hereafter in the life of this world. At every moment of pleasure and comfort, they were anxious and worried about the Hereafter. The Qur'an quotes the believers on another occasion as saying:'Indeed we were afraid (of Allah's punishment) when we were amidst of our family, [At-'fur 26]In other words, they lived among their families and yet were fearful and conscious of the Hereafter. The consequences of the two groups will be appropriate to their respective positions. Those who led a life of luxury and pleasure in this world with their families oblivious of the Hereafter, their portion will be punishment of Hell in the next world. Those who were aware of reckoning and feared punishment in the next world will live with their families in eternal luxury, pleasure and happiness. This indicates that a believer should not be immersed in the comforts of this life. At no time and in no circumstance should he be oblivious to thereckoning of the Hereafter.

Naveera
Sticky Note
Read MQ for a detailed explanation.

Naveera
Sticky Note
Just like the moon, humans also go through stages, from a clot of blood to a living being, then a helpless baby, then a child, then a grown up, then weak and old again and then death. These are the stages which are evident to everyone, and Allah is telling us that you are not finishing after you enter graves, rather there is more of the journey left, more stages, which are as evident as these worldly stages. The grave is not the destination, it is a waiting room for the final destination.

Naveera
Sticky Note
Read more about this sajdah tilawah in MQ.

Naveera
Sticky Note
The first theme is inevitability, something bound to happen.Secondly, in the previous surahs like takweer and infitaar, we had a when portion and a then portion (shart and jawab ash shart) but here there is no then portion. Because the jawab as shart is so obvious and because the prvious surahs have explained it to you are by now expected to know it on your own.Allah wants you to think over Quran and ponder over it. Answers are not given in a flat way in Quran. (Like the metaphor of a piece of cake vs a person sent with ingredients and recipe in the kitchen, they will need to do the work, but if they follow the recipe they will have a cake)

Naveera
Sticky Note
One very interesting thing, starting from naba, all surah had a mention of angels, guarding and delivering wahee, writing scribing, escorting the ruh etc. its like we are surrounded by angels, the army of Allah. but this surah - which is a culmination - doesn't mention angels. rather it mentions that Allah Himself is watching us. As if being surrounded by an army of Allah is not enough for you, then keep in mind that Allah Himself is there, watching you.

Naveera
Highlight
inshiqaq in Arabic is when a hard object is split or cracked. Like a rock or boulder (ref 3 kinds of rocks in baqarah) infitar (previous surah) was when something soft like a cloth is torn, which can be stitched together. But if a rock is cracked open it cannot be stitched back together. So this word itself is denoting the finality, the climax. the finality, the irriversible.infala family in arabic also signifies an action over oneself, so it means it teared open itself, not by anyone, on its own, what it was meant to do all along.

Naveera
Highlight
aa zaa nun, can mean to hear, to listen, to obey.Compared to samiaa, azina portrays a a meaning that the sky wants to split open but is waiting, listening closely for the uzun (permission to go ahead) from Allah.All these surah portray an image of the nature around us a a kind of wild beast, who is waiting to crush us and the only thing holding it back is the permission of Allah. 

Naveera
Highlight

Naveera
Sticky Note
Like a fabric or a sheet of cloth lying wrinkled and you stretch it and make it flat and straight.

Naveera
Highlight
To empty something, to be relieved. Also used for a mother when she gives birth and is relieved of pain.

Naveera
Sticky Note
O forgetful being, you are marching towards your Master! No stopping, whether you like it or not, almost like on a conveyor belt, whether you think about it or no, whether you like it or not.

Naveera
Highlight
faa implies that before you know it you will be in front of your Rabb.

Naveera
Sticky Note
Past tense mulaqin as a mudaf implies something already done, you are as good as in front of Him already.

Naveera
Highlight
Notice the use of passive voice.You are no longer in control of your book. Right now we are in control of our book, but eventually it will be beyond our control.

Naveera
Highlight
Right hand, people of honour, people who fulfilled their promise to Allah. 

Naveera
Sticky Note
Aaisha RA's hadeeth hating death.

Naveera
Highlight
Family or people, it can be the family members of this world who are believers or the people who followed you (for prophets) or those who share your final abode with you (hurs of jannah etc., )

Naveera
Highlight
This is the maximum extent the fire can burn.

Naveera
Highlight
Can be family, but can also be his companions, his gang, his cronies.

Naveera
Highlight
haara-yahoru:to come back to the original

Naveera
Highlight
Constant watch because it is family karuma , faeel is permanent quality.

Naveera
Highlight
In some narrations it is said that this statmenet is about Rasulullah SAW and Islam. Islam started as a weak moon but stage by stage it will grwo until its light will be complete. This statement is also about you and me too, whether we like it or no, we are moving through stages, from childhood to adulthood to old age, like a moon from weak to strong to weak again.

Naveera
Sticky Note
See the contrast. the sky the earth and everything is just waiting for Allah to give one word and they will split. But look at human being, they hear the word of Allah (Quran) and still not fall into prostration (surrendering themselves) 

Naveera
Sticky Note
It is not mentioned that what is the thing which they think is a lie? Because they think all of it (Islam, Quran, Messengers etc.) is a lie. They call it a lie because it is coming in their way, because it limits them, because it stops them from what they want to do. it is against their greed.

Naveera
Sticky Note
The idols of Makkah were not just idols, they were a source of money for them. Makkans had superiority, economic, spiritual, political, over other people. and the religious tourism industry.Allah addresses this greed directly. 

Naveera
Highlight
auaa is when a person gathers and hide it. So they are showing a different picture to the world, but Allah will expose them later in sura Maoon and other surahs.

Naveera
Highlight
This istithna can be muttassil or munfasil.

Naveera
Highlight
This means that the rewards will never cease and it also means that nobody will remind them that its a favour (لا تبطلوا صدقتكم بالمن والأذى)



(12) Verily, he was among his people in joy! (13) Verily, he thought that he would never come back (to 
Us)! (14) Yes! Verily, his Lord has been ever beholding him! (15) So I swear by the afterglow of sunset; 
(16) And by the night and whatever it gathers in its darkness; (17) And by the moon when it is at the full, 
(18) You shall certainly travel from stage to stage (in this life and in the Hereafter). (19) What is the 
matter with them, that they believe not? (20) And when the Quran is recited to them, they fall not 
prostrate, (21) Nay, (on the contrary), those who disbelieve, belie (Prophet Muhammad (Peace be upon 
him) and whatever he brought, i.e. this Quran and Islamic Monotheism, etc.). (22) And Allah knows best 
what they gather (of good and bad deeds), (23) So announce to them a painful torment. (24) Save those 
who believe and do righteous good deeds, for them is a reward that will never come to an end (i.e. 
Paradise). (25) 

  

MUFTI TAQI USMANI 

When the sky will split apart, and will listen to (the command of) its Lord,- and it ought to, and when the 
earth will be stretched (to give room to more people), and it will throw up whatever it contains, and will 
become empty, and will listen to (the command of) its Lord,- and it ought to,- (then man will see the 
consequences of his deeds.) O man, you have to work hard constantly to reach your Lord, and then you 
have to meet Him. So, as for him whose book (of deeds) will be given to him in his right hand, he will be 
called to account in an easy manner, and he will go back to his people joyfully. As for the one whose 
book (of deeds) will be given to him from his backside, he will pray for death, and will enter the blazing 
fire. He had been joyful among his people (in the world). He thought he would never revert (to Allah). 
No! Indeed his Lord was watchful over him. So, I swear by the twilight (after sunset), and by the night 
and what it envelops, and by the moon when it develops at the full, you shall certainly ascend from 
stage to stage. So, what is wrong with them that they do not believe, and when the Qur’ān is recited to 
them, they do not offer sajdah (prostration)? Rather, those who disbelieve deny (the truth). And Allah is 
most aware of what they store. So, give him the ‘good news’ of a painful punishment, but those who 
believed and did righteous deeds will have a reward that will never be interrupted. 
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