
Sura al-Burooj 
 

ـِٰن الرَّحيمِ   �ِسِم اللَّـهِ الرَّ�

ماءِ ذاِت الُ�وِج  صحاُب  قُتَِل  ﴾٣﴿ َوَمشهو�ٍ  وَشاهِدٍ  ﴾٢﴿ الَموعودِ  َوا�َومِ  ﴾١﴿َوالسَّ
َ
 أ

خدودِ 
ُ
 يَفَعلونَ  ما َ�ٰ  َوُهم ﴾٦﴿ قُعودٌ  َعلَيها ُهم إِذ ﴾٥﴿ الَوقودِ  ذاتِ  ا�ّارِ  ﴾٤﴿ ا�

ن إِّ�  ِمنُهم َ�َقموا َوما ﴾٧﴿ ُشهودٌ  بِالُمؤِمن�َ 
َ
 ﴾٨﴿هِ الَعز�زِ اَ�ميِد بِاللَّـ يُؤِمنوا أ

ي ماواتِ  ُملُك  َ�ُ  ا�َّ رِض  السَّ
َ
ينَ  إِنَّ  ﴾٩﴿ َشهيدٌ  َ�ءٍ  ُ�ِّ  َ�ٰ  َواللَّـهُ  ۚ َوا�  َ�َتُنوا ا�َّ

 ﴾١٠﴿ اَ�ر�قِ  َعذاُب  َولَُهم َجَهنَّمَ  َعذاُب  فَلَُهم يَتو�وا لَم ُ�مَّ  َوالُمؤِمناتِ  الُمؤِمن�َ 
ينَ  إِنَّ  نهاُرۚ  ذٰلَِك وََعمِ  آَمنوا ا�َّ

َ
لُوا الّصاِ�اِت لَُهم َجّناٌت َ�ري ِمن َ�تَِها ا�

َِّك  بَطَش  إِنَّ  ﴾١١﴿الَفوُز الَكبُ�   َوُهوَ  ﴾١٣﴿ َوُ�عيدُ  يُبِدئُ  ُهوَ  إِنَّهُ  ﴾١٢﴿ لََشديدٌ  َر�
تاكَ  َهل ﴾١٦﴿ يُر�دُ  لِما َ�ّعاٌل  ﴾١٥﴿ الَمجيدُ  الَعرِش  ُذو ﴾١٤﴿ الَودودُ  الَغفورُ 

َ
يُث َحد أ

ينَ  بَلِ  ﴾١٨﴿ َوثَمودَ  فِرَعونَ  ﴾١٧﴿اُ�نودِ   ِمن َواللَّـهُ  ﴾١٩﴿ تَ�ذيٍب  � َ�َفروا ا�َّ
﴾٢٢﴿ َ�فوٍظ  لَوٍح  � ﴾٢١﴿ َ�يدٌ  قُرآنٌ  ُهوَ  بَل ﴾٢٠﴿ ُ�يٌط  َورا�ِِهم  

MUHSIN KHAN 
By the heaven, holding the big stars. (1) And by the Promised Day (i.e. the Day of Resurrection); (2) And 
by the witnessing day (i.e. Friday), and by the witnessed day [i.e. the day of 'Arafat (Hajj) the ninth of 
Dhul-Hijjah]; (3) Cursed were the people of the ditch (the story of the Boy and the King). (4) Fire supplied 
(abundantly) with fuel, (5) When they sat by it (fire), (6) And they witnessed what they were doing 
against the believers (i.e. burning them). (7) They had nothing against them, except that they believed in 
Allah, the All-Mighty, Worthy of all Praise! (8) Who, to Whom belongs the dominion of the heavens and 
the earth! And Allah is Witness over everything. (9) Verily, those who put into trial the believing men 
and believing women (by torturing them and burning them), and then do not turn in repentance, (to 
Allah), will have the torment of Hell, and they will have the punishment of the burning Fire. (10) Verily, 
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Sticky Note
Read the background of the surah in MQ.

Naveera
Sticky Note
burooj, tabarruj, beauty and eye catching.burj is also castle towers, guarded.Discuss how sky also is guarded (seven skies each level guarded by angels, story of jinn who were chased away from skies)
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Sticky Note
Previous surahs mention sky on the day of Qiyamah, its transformations, but Allah also talks about the sky as we see it now.
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Sticky Note
Like the doors of the castle which are closed now, but on that day the doors will be open and the inhabitants of the tower will descend (angels) or move (stars)

Naveera
Highlight
The word buruj is the plural of burj which means 'alarge mansion or fortress'. The Qur'an says:ولو كنتم في بروج مشيدة'... even though you are in fortified castles [4:78]'Here the word buruj means 'castles'. The primitive sense of the word barj is to become manifest'. The word tabarruj means 'to display one's beauty' as in the verse:ولا تبرجن تبرج الجاهلية'...and do not display your beauty as it was previously displayed in the Time oflgnorance [33:33]'According to the majority of commentators like Sayyidna Ibn Abbas, Mujahid, Dahhak, Hasan Al-Basri, Qatadah, Suddi, and others, the word buruj, in this verse, refers to 'giant stars'. Other commentators take the word buruj, in this place, to refer to mansions and castles that are reserved in the sky for the guardian angels.
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Highlight
Read the hadeeth from MQ and its relation to witness and the witnessed.It means all witnesses and witnessed. Allah is witness over la ilaha illallah, Rasulullah SAW will be witness over us, we will be witness over other ummahs, our angels witness over us, our own skin, eyes, hands and feet will testify against us etc.Very powerful verse - with just two words, it captures a lot of meanings.Also read the khulasa Quran (bayan al Quran) for this ayat.
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Sticky Note
Before making any reference to the pit event, the Surah opens with an oath by a heaven full of constellations: “By the sky containing great stars.” The commentators have interpreted the Arabic word buruj in several ways. First of all, we should know that the word buruj is the plural of burj which means fort or tower; something that can be seen from a distance. Ibn ‘Abbas, Mujahid, Ad-Dahhaj, Al-Hasan, Qatadah and As-Suddi said buruj means stars. Ibn Jareer chose the view that it means the positions of the sun and the moon, which are twelve buruj. The sun travels through each one of these burj in one month. The moon travels through each one of these burj in two-and-a-third days, which makes a total of twenty-eight positions, and it is hidden for two nights.This reference to the constellations gives an impression of a huge creation. This is, indeed, the connotation intended at the outset.
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Sticky Note
“And [by] the promised Day,” meaning the Judgment Day when all the accounts of the world will be settled. It is a Day that Allah subhanahu wa ta`ala has promised will come, and is a greatly awaited and feared day. On that day all deeds and beings will be exposed. Everybody becomes a witness. Everything becomes known as there is no cover to hide anything from beholding eyes. How does everyone become a witness? On that Day the reality will be before our eyes. Our limbs and the earth on which sins were committed will speak for or against us. The Qur’an that we recite or abandon will be a witness for or against us. May Allah subhanahu wa ta`ala protect us, aameen.
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Sticky Note
Hasan Al-Basri said, “Look at this generosity and kindness. These people killed Allah’s Awliya’ and He still invites them to make repentance and seek forgiveness.”
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Sticky Note
Both stories are manifestations of the divine will. They provide two examples of what may befall advocates of the Islamic faith. They are mentioned along with a third possibility which distinguishes the pit event. The Qur’an explains all three eventualities to the believers in Makkah and to all generations of believers.
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Sticky Note
With reference to a propheticHadith reported by Tirmidhi, the phrase 'the Promised Day' refers to the Day of Judgement; the phrase 'that which attends' refers to 'Friday'; and the phrase 'that which is attended' refers to the day of 'Arafah. Thus in this verse, Allah has taken oath by four objects: [1] 'the sky, the one having stellar formations'; [2] 'the Day of Judgement'; [3] 'Friday'; and[4] 'the Day of 'Arafah'. The relationship between the objects of oath and the subject of oath is as follows: They bear evidence to the Divine omnipotence, and they are a proof of reckoning and reward and punishment on the Day of Judgement. Friday and the day of 'Arafah (the main day of Hajj that is 9th Zul-Hijjah of the Islami Calender) are blessed days for the believers to accumulate treasures for the Hereafter. Further, the subject of oath curses the infidels who burned the Muslims on account of their faith, and gives cheerful news to the righteous believers of securing elevated ranks in the Hereafter.
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Sticky Note
The second sentence may be treated as explicative of the first sentence, astatement for emphasis. It signifies that they will be put into Hell and willhave to suffer eternal torment of the fire. Another possible interpretationis that the second statement describes the wrong-doers' torment in thisworld, as is narrated in some reports.
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Highlight
The day which is not only promised but also whose details are well known.
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Sticky Note
The sky and its inhabitants are watching, the day of Qiyamah will come, every crime is witnessed, no crime goes unnoticed even if the sinners thought they got away with it. Yes, murders and prosecutions have been done, torture and heinous crimes have been committed and each one of them have witnesses who will testify on that day.
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Highlight
When something irritates you so much, it makes your eyes water. Hatred; extreme hatred. When the heart is consumed with disgust.
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Highlight
A consolation for believers, no matter what happens to you, He is still in authority.Even if no one praise Allah, Allah is still praised.
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Highlight
The greatest witness is Allah Himself.

Naveera
Sticky Note
It is not just about kuffar, even if a Muslim harasses, taunts, gives pain to Muslims, men and women, they are entered in this ayaah.
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Highlight
ftnah = to test/ to test gold for purity.When you burn gold to remove impurity.So somebody may burning us, but Allah will make that a means of purifying us.
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Highlight
Meaning, crushing grip
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Sticky Note
He can start punishment now and bring it again.
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Highlight
Intense love, holding on to something softly and gently, a love which does not come to an end. He extends His love, mercy and care to His slaves.

Naveera
Sticky Note
For the believers, Allah will make the trials a mean of forgiving them and will grant them with His love.For kuffar, make tawbah now, He will forgive you and love you.

Naveera
Highlight
A combination of all good qualities. not like the thrones of the kings of world, which may have tyranny in their roots. His throne is everything good and noble, it shows His justice, His might, His love, His mercy etc.
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Sticky Note
He does over and over whatever He wishes, if He wished He can be unjust, no one can stop Him, but Allah  already said that the throne from which He rules is all things good and just. It has majd in it. So although He can do whatever He wishes, HE only wishes to do justice and goodness.whatever He intends is only khair.
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Sticky Note
He has you surrounded and He could destroy you if He so wished, but He gave you Quran. 



those who believe and do righteous good deeds, for them will be Gardens under which rivers flow 
(Paradise). That is the great success. (11) Verily, (O Muhammad (Peace be upon him)) the Grip 
(Punishment) of your Lord is severe. (12) Verily, He it is Who begins (punishment) and repeats 
(punishment in the Hereafter) (or originates the creation of everything, and then repeats it on the Day 
of Resurrection). (13) And He is Oft-Forgiving, full of love (towards the pious who are real true believers 
of Islamic Monotheism), (14) Owner of the throne, the Glorious (15) He does what He intends (or wills). 
(16) Has the story reached you of the hosts, (17) Of Fir'aun (Pharaoh) and Thamud? (18) Nay! The 
disbelievers (persisted) in denying (Prophet Muhammad (Peace be upon him) and his Message of Islamic 
Monotheism). (19) And Allah encompasses them from behind! (i.e. all their deeds are within His 
Knowledge, and He will requite them for their deeds). (20) Nay! This is a Glorious Quran, (21) (Inscribed) 
in Al-Lauh Al-Mahfuz (The Preserved Tablet)! (22) 

  

MUFTI TAQI USMANI 

I swear by the sky, the one having stellar formations, and by the Promised Day, and by that which 
attends, and that which is attended, cursed were the People of the Trench, the (people of the) fire that 
was rich with fuel, when they were sitting by it, and were watching what they were doing with the 
believers. They punished them for nothing but that they believed in Allah, the All-Mighty, the Worthy of 
All Praise, the One to whom belongs the Kingdom of the heavens and the earth. And Allah is witness 
over every thing. Surely, those who persecuted the believing men and the believing women, then did 
not repent, -for them there is the torment of Jahannam (Hell), and for them there is the torment of 
burning. As for those who believed and did righteous deeds, for them there are gardens beneath which 
rivers flow. That is the big achievement. The seizure of your Lord is severe indeed! Surely He originates 
(creation) and repeats (it after death). And He is the Most-Forgiving, the Most-Loving, the Master of the 
Throne, the Glorious. He is ever doer of what He intends. Has there come to you the story of the forces, 
of Fir‘aun (Pharaoh) and Thamūd? But those who disbelieve are (engaged) in denying (the truth). Allah 
has encompassed them from all sides. The reality is that it is the glorious Qur’ān, (recorded) in the 
Preserved Tablet (LauH MaHfūZ). 
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