
Sura al-Tariq 
 

ـِٰن الرَّحيمِ   �ِسِم اللَّـهِ الرَّ�
ماءِ َوالّطارِِق  دراكَ  َوما ﴾١﴿َوالسَّ

َ
 نَفٍس  ُ�ُّ  إِن ﴾٣﴿ ا�ّاقُِب  ا�َّجمُ  ﴾٢﴿ الّطارُِق  َما أ

 َ�ُرجُ  ﴾٦﴿ دافِقٍ  ماءٍ  ِمن ُخلِقَ  ﴾٥﴿ ُخلِقَ  ِممَّ  اِ��سانُ  فَلَينُظرِ  ﴾٤﴿ حافٌِظ  َعلَيها لَّما
لبِ  بَ�ِ  ِمن ا�ِبِ  الصُّ ا�ِرُ  تُبَ�  يَومَ  ﴾٨﴿قادٌِر لَ  رَجعِهِ  َ�ٰ  إِنَّهُ  ﴾٧﴿ َوال�َّ  َ�ُ  فَما ﴾٩﴿ ال�َّ
�ٍ  ِمن ماءِ  ﴾١٠﴿ ناِ�ٍ  َو� قُوَّ رِض  ﴾١١﴿ الرَّجعِ  ذاتِ  َوالسَّ

َ
دعِ  ذاتِ  َوا�  إِنَّهُ  ﴾١٢﴿ الصَّ

�يدُ  ﴾١٥﴿ َكيًدا يَ�يدونَ  إِ�َُّهم ﴾١٤﴿ بِالَهزلِ  ُهوَ  َوما ﴾١٣﴿ فَصٌل  لََقوٌل 
َ
 ﴾١٦﴿ َكيًدا َوأ

لِ  مِهلُهم ُرَو�ًدا ال� َ�َمِهّ
َ
﴾١٧﴿فِر�َن أ  

 

MUHSIN KHAN 
By the heaven, and At-Tariq (the night-comer, i.e. the bright star); (1) And what will make you to know 
what At-Tariq (night-comer) is? (2) (It is) the star of piercing brightness; (3) There is no human being but 
has a protector over him (or her) (i.e. angels incharge of each human being guarding him, writing his 
good and bad deeds, etc.) (4) So let man see from what he is created! (5) He is created from a water 
gushing forth. (6) Proceeding from between the back-bone and the ribs, (7) Verily, (Allah) is Able to bring 
him back (to life)! (8) The Day when all the secrets (deeds, prayers, fasting, etc.) will be examined (as to 
their truth). (9) Then will (man) have no power, nor any helper. (10) By the sky (having rain clouds) 
which gives rain, again and again. (11) And the earth which splits (with the growth of trees and plants), 
(12) Verily! This (the Quran) is the Word that separates (the truth from falsehood, and commands strict 
legal laws for mankind to cut the roots of evil). (13) And it is not a thing for amusement. (14) Verily, they 
are but plotting a plot (against you O Muhammad (Peace be upon him)). (15) And I (too) am planning a 
plan. (16) So give a respite to the disbelievers. Deal you gently with them for a while. (17) 

  

MUFTI TAQI USMANI 

I swear by the sky and by the Night-Comer, and what may let you know what the Night-Comer is? The 
star of piercing brightness! there is no human being, but there is a watcher over him. So, let man 
consider of which stuff he is created. He is created of spouting water that comes out from between the 

Naveera
Sticky Note
Similarity in theme and language between this and previous surah.Previous surah was discussing the tyranny and atrocities and don't think that those are going unnoticed. In the dunya, we may think that those tyrants are walking away with it, so this surah elaborates further on how they will be caught.Secondly there is irony, one one hand we read about the powerful kings and their power and might and then Allah draws our attention to their origin.There are tyrants and oppressors who are ruling the worlds but we all can be oppressors in our own little worlds too. So Allah is talking to us on a personal level in this surah, unlike talking about nation level in previous surah.

Naveera
Highlight
طرق الباب - Knocking on the door.Back in the day arabs had a special word for someone who comes late at night and knocks a rock against the other rock or the peg of the tent. (Serving as a knock)Shooting stars, angels visiting in the middle of the night; Allah takes out the mystery in the next ayaah.

Naveera
Sticky Note
Arabs were very good at observing stars because they had nothing else to look at night and because stars are magnificiently visible in a desert night. So they could even tell the stars apart. they recognized the Saturn ( زحل ), whose light was piercing, and many mufassiroon are also of the opinion that this piercing star is actually saturn.But Allah hasnt told us the name of star, He has left the attribute open, because He wants us to think. and to concentrate on what is being said rather than concentrating on what isn't said.Discuss how Allah hasn't mentioned the true number of ashab alkahaf, or the name of the wife of minister who seduced Yusuf AS.Quran is not a book of information. Allah knows when to give what knowledge, and what is necessary for us. Allah is our teacher and He knows what is important for us to know.

Naveera
Highlight
 ثقب - To pierce; to bore throughIt can also be a parallel for Quran and how it pierces the darkness of kufr. Like how a traveler at night would navigate by looking at the twinkling stars, we can navigate through this life by looking at the ayaat of the Quran.It also gives the imagery of stars watching us, of angels among the stars watching us and witnessing us.

Naveera
Highlight
maa az zaidahfor added emphasis.or lamma as illa.Read MQ for more explanation.

Naveera
Sticky Note
Not only angels in sky are watching us but also the angels who are with us.There are two kinds of angels:1. Those who guard us (read MQ for hadeeth)2. Those who are recording our deeds.

Naveera
Sticky Note
Many things are repeated twice in this surah. Even the surah itself is twofold i.e. it kind of starts over again in the middle (والسماء ذات الرجع) and builds over the same arguments again. This is the unique signature of this surah.

Naveera
Highlight
A road that is reliable, which can't be cut away, safe, constant road is called a hafidh.Something which is constant, do not whither away etc.A guardian who is constant, reliable, always there. vigilant, don't take a nap, don't doze off etc.The fact that every deed is being so vigilantly recorded, it logically means that this is going to be used, presented. so just the fact that we are being watched necessitates that we are going to be resurrected and face the jury (Allah)

Naveera
Sticky Note
We are talking about stars and grandness and angels watching over us, we may think we are great. But Allah says take a look at yourself, the irony is you are nothing. We have a very humiliating origin, yet Allah gave us honour by giving us a Ruh, a light. without this light we are nothing but filthy matter.

Naveera
Sticky Note
It can mean where the fluid came from or where the human being came from (the baby coming out from the mothers body, from between her back bone and her front bones) Even the exit is humiliating.

Naveera
Sticky Note
Like how stars are not visible during day, but they are there and become visible when night comes, similarly the day of Qiyamah is not visible to us now, but it is true and will become apparent to us on the appointed time.

Naveera
Sticky Note
Your creation and even resurrection is not so different from the vegetation sprouting from the earth when a fluid (water) enters the earth. which is coming next.

Naveera
Highlight
He is capable of doing that (ayat 8) but He will execute that capability on the day of exposing of the secrets.

Naveera
Highlight
An old Arabic name for rain. as it is recurring.

Naveera
Sticky Note
Two things are necessary to remind you of aakhirah:1. That you are under surveillance2. That you will be brought back to life.Both of these can be witnessed by observing the sky. The stars remind you that you are under surveillance and the rain reminds you that you will be brought back to life (it will be a light rain which will resurrect our bodies)

Naveera
Sticky Note
Compare how water coming from the sky is like wahee.How same water can produce different kinds of vegetation, wahee Quran will produce different kinds of goodness. Example sahabah and how diverse they were.

Naveera
Sticky Note
It's not just deeds which will be evaluated, but the things like intentions will also be evaluated. 

Naveera
Highlight
You are pathetic and weak; Quran is not. the law is not.If you want to be strong, hold on to Quran.

Naveera
Sticky Note
You do not make plots and schemes against something which is weak. Their making schemes is the biggest proof that this Quran is not weak.

Naveera
Sticky Note
Notice how when replying Allah doesn't say: و إني أكيد كيداNo emphasis. Its like Allah is saying that countering their vehement plots is not a big deal for Allah. They are making many plans but for Allah it is not a headache for Allah, it's just "kun fayakun"

Naveera
Sticky Note
This ayah can have twofold meanings:1. Let the kuffar go further in their sins.2. Give these kuffar time. Like "poor kuffar". Rasulullah's SAW anger was the single most destructive weapon against them. It's like you are not the victim, rather they will be the victims if you get angry with them. Rasulullah had the power to destroy them and Allah is telling him to be patient with them. (discuss taif)

Naveera
Highlight
No offence and no defence

Naveera
Sticky Note
Discuss the stylistics of this surah:The same four ideas repeated twice in the surah1. sky = sky2. you are weak = Quran is not weak3. The day secrets will be examined = they are plotting secretly4. they won't have power on the day of judgment = they don't have power even now, Allah has His plan in work, you just go easy on them.

Naveera
Sticky Note
 It is confirmed in the two Saheehs on the authority of Ibn ‘Umar radhiAllahu ‘anhu that the Messenger of Allah salAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam said, “Every betrayer will have a flag raised for him behind his back, and it will be said, ‘This is the betrayal of so-and-so, the son of so-and-so.’

Naveera
Sticky Note
Man shall be helpless, with no supporter. Standing bare without cover and strength adds to the strains and hardships of the situation. This has a deep effect on the reader’s perception, as it moves from talking of the universe and the human soul to man’s creation and his remarkable journey, until he reaches the end when his secrets are exposed and he stands alone, powerless, without support.

Naveera
Sticky Note
The image of rain and verdure is not dissimilar to that of the night visitor, the piercing star as it splits covers and curtains. It is also similar to the scene depicting souls being searched and all that is concealed being thrown open.

Naveera
Sticky Note
Just as the falling of rain from the sky and the splitting of the earth is not jest but a serious reality, so is the news which the Qur’an gives that man has to return to his Creator. It is not an amusing statement but a definite and decisive reality; an unchangeable truth which has to be fulfilled. It puts an end to all arguments, doubts and uncertainties.



loins and the chest-bones. Surely He is Powerful to bring him back on a day when all the secrets will be 
searched out, and he will have neither strength (to defend), nor a supporter. I swear by the sky that 
rains, and the earth that cracks open (for plants), this is a decisive word, and it is not a joke. They are 
devising plans, and I Am devising plans. So leave the disbelievers alone at the moment; give them 
respite for a while. 
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