
Sura al-Aala 
 

ـِٰن الرَّحيمِ   �ِسِم اللَّـهِ الرَّ�
َ�  َسبِّحِ 

َ
َِّك ا� ي ﴾١﴿اسَم َر� ي ﴾٢﴿ فََسّوىٰ  َخلَقَ  ا�َّ رَ  َوا�َّ ي ﴾٣﴿ َ�َهدىٰ  قَدَّ  َوا�َّ

خَرجَ 
َ
حوىٰ  ُغثاءً  فََجَعلَهُ  ﴾٤﴿ الَمر�ٰ  أ

َ
 شاءَ  ما إِّ�  ﴾٦﴿ تَن�ٰ  فَ� َسُنقرِئَُك  ﴾٥﴿ أ

ُكَ  ﴾٧﴿ َ��ٰ  َوما اَ�هرَ  يَعلَمُ  إِنَّهُ  ۚ اللَّـهُ  ر ﴾٨﴿ٰى لِلُي� َونَُيِ�ّ  َ�َفَعتِ  إِن فََذكِّ
كرىٰ  رُ  ﴾٩﴿ اِ�ّ كَّ شَ�  َوَ�َتَجنَُّبَها ﴾١٠﴿ َ��ٰ  َمن َسَيذَّ

َ
ي ﴾١١﴿ ا�  ا�ّارَ  يَصَ�  ا�َّ

فلَحَ  قَد ﴾١٣﴿ َ�يٰ  َو� فيها يَموُت  � ُ�مَّ  ﴾١٢﴿ الُك�ىٰ 
َ
 اسمَ  َوَذَكرَ  ﴾١٤﴿ تََزّ�ٰ  َمن أ

ِّهِ  نيا  ﴾١٥﴿ فََصّ�ٰ  َر� ب�ٰ  َخ�ٌ  َوا�ِخَرةُ  ﴾١٦﴿بَل تُؤثِروَن اَ�ياةَ ا�ُّ
َ
ـٰذا إِنَّ  ﴾١٧﴿ َوأ  لَِ�  ه

ُحِف  ﴾١٩﴿ٰ� َومو إِبراهيمَ  ُصُحِف  ﴾١٨﴿ ا�و�ٰ  الصُّ  

 

MUHSIN KHAN 
Glorify the Name of your Lord, the Most High, (1) Who has created (everything), and then proportioned 
it; (2) And Who has measured (preordainments for each and everything even to be blessed or 
wretched); then guided (i.e. showed mankind the right as well as wrong paths, and guided the animals 
to pasture); (3) And Who brings out the pasturage, (4) And then makes it dark stubble. (5) We shall make 
you to recite (the Quran), so you (O Muhammad (Peace be upon him)) shall not forget (it), (6) Except 
what Allah, may will, He knows what is apparent and what is hidden. (7) And We shall make easy for you 
(O Muhammad (Peace be upon him)) the easy way (i.e. the doing of righteous deeds). (8) Therefore 
remind (men) in case the reminder profits (them). (9) The reminder will be received by him who fears 
(Allah), (10) But it will be avoided by the wretched, (11) Who will enter the great Fire and made to taste 
its burning, (12) Wherein he will neither die (to be in rest) nor live (a good living). (13) Indeed whosoever 
purifies himself (by avoiding polytheism and accepting Islamic Monotheism) shall achieve success, (14) 
And remembers (glorifies) the Name of his Lord (worships none but Allah), and prays (five compulsory 
prayers and Nawafil additional prayers). (15) Nay, you prefer the life of this world; (16) Although the 
Hereafter is better and more lasting. (17) Verily! This is in the former Scriptures, (18) The Scriptures of 
Ibrahim (Abraham) and Musa (Moses). (19)  

Naveera
Sticky Note
Mujahid said, "He guided man to distress and happiness, and he guided the cattle to their pastures.'' This Ayah is similar to what Allah has said about Musa's statement to Fir`awn,﴿رَبُّنَا الَّذِى أَعْطَى كُلَّ شَىءٍ خَلْقَهُ ثُمَّ هَدَى﴾(Our Lord is He Who gave to each thing its form and nature, then guided it aright.) (20:50) meaning, He decreed a set measure and guided the creation to it. This is just as is confirmed in Sahih Muslim on the authority of `Abdullah bin `Amr that the Messenger of Allah said,«إِنَّ اللهَ قَدَّرَ مَقَادِيرَ الْخَلَائِقِ قَبْلَ أَنْ يَخْلُقَ السَّمَواتِ وَالْأَرْضَ بِخَمْسِينَ أَلْفَ سَنَةٍ وَكَانَ عَرْشُهُ عَلَى الْمَاء»(Verily, Allah ordained the measure of all creation fifty thousand years before He created the heavens and the earth, and His Throne was over the water.) 

Naveera
Sticky Note
From here we get the etiquette of spreading knowledge, that it should not be wasted upon those who are not suitable or worthy of it. The Commander of the believers, `Ali said, "You do not tell people any statement that their intellects do not grasp except that it will be a Fitnah (trial) for some of them.'' He also said, "Tell people that which they know. Would you like for Allah and His Messenger to be rejected''

Naveera
Sticky Note
There he will neither die nor live.) meaning, he will not die and thus be allowed to rest, nor will he live a life that is beneficial to him. Instead, his life will be harmful to him, because it will be the cause of his feeling of the pain of torment and various types of punishments what he is being punished with. Imam Ahmad recorded from Abu Sa`id that the Messenger of Allah said,«أَمَّا أَهْلُ النَّارِ الَّذِينَ هُمْ أَهْلُهَا لَا يَمُوتُونَ وَلَا يَحْيَوْنَ، وَأَمَّا أُنَاسٌ يُرِيدُ اللهُ بِهِمُ الرَّحْمَةَ فَيُمِيتُهُمْ فِي النَّارِ فَيَدْخُلُ عَلَيْهِمُ الشُّفَعَاءُ فَيَأْخُذُ الرَّجُلُ الضِّبَارَةَ فَيُنْبِتُهُمْ أو قال: يَنْبُتُونَ فِي نَهْرِ الْحَيَا، أو قال: الْحَيَاةِ، أو قال: الْحَيَوَانِ أو قال: نَهْرِ الْجَنَّةِ فَيَنْبُتُونَ نَبَاتَ الْحِبَّةِ فِي حَمِيلِ السَّيْل»(Concerning the people of the Fire who are deserving of it, they will not die nor will they live. Regarding the people that Allah wants mercy for, He will cause them to die in the Fire. Then He will allow the intercessors to come to them, and a man will take his groups of supporters and plant them (or he said (they will be planted) in the River of Al-Haya (or he said (Al-Hayah, or Al-Hayawan, or Nahr Al-Jannah). Then they will sprout up like the sprouting of the seed on the moist bank of a flowing stream.) Then the Prophet said,«أَمَا تَرَوْنَ الشَّجَرَةَ تَكُونُ خَضْرَاءَ، ثُمَّ تَكُونُ صَفْرَاءَ، ثُمَّ تَكُونُ خَضْرَاءَ؟»(Haven't you all seen the tree that is green, then it turns yellow, then it turns green (again)) Abu Sa`id then said that some of those present said, "It is as if the Prophet used to live in the desert wilderness (i.e., due to his parables of nature).''

Naveera
Sticky Note
Imam Ahmad recorded from Abu Musa Al-Ash`ari that the Messenger of Allah said,«مَنْ أَحَبَّ دُنْيَاهُ أَضَرَّ بِآخِرَتِهِ، وَمَنْ أَحَبَّ آخِرَتَهُ أَضَرَّ بِدُنْيَاهُ، فَآثِرُوا مَا يَبْقَى عَلَى مَا يَفْنَى»Whoever loves his worldly life, will suffer in his Hereafter, and whoever loves his Hereafter, will suffer in his worldly life. Therefore, chose that which is everlasting over that which is temporal.

Naveera
Sticky Note
Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal relates on the authority of ‘Ali radhiAllahu ‘anhu that the Prophet salAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam loved this Surah. Imam Ahmad also recorded from An-Nu’man bin Bashir that the Messenger of Allah recited this Surah along with Surah al-Ghashiyah in the two ‘eid prayers. If the ‘eid fell on Friday, he would recite them in both prayers, that is, ‘eid prayer as well as Salat-ul-Jum’uah. In another hadeeth it has been recorded on the authority of Ubayy bin Ka’ab, ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Abbas, ‘Abdur Rahman ibn Abza and the mother of the believers, ‘Aishah, radhiAllahu ‘anhum that the Prophet used to recite Surah al-‘Ala, Surah al-Kafiroon and Surah al-Ikhlas in witr prayers.

Naveera
Sticky Note
It first begins with the command that Allah’s name should be glorified and exalted. This means that His name should not be pronounced thoughtlessly and at an unclean place such as the washroom. He should not be remembered by any name which might reflect a deficiency, fault, weakness, or an aspect of likeness, with created beings, for the root of all false creeds in the world are wrong concepts about Allah subhanahu wa ta`ala. Therefore, for the correction of the creed, the primary thing is that Allah subhanahu wa ta`ala should be remembered only by the beautiful names which suit and befit Him.

Naveera
Sticky Note
Read the three rulings about tasbeeh in MQ.

Naveera
Highlight
Allah created everything with a purpose. read MQ for more.

Naveera
Highlight
Read MQ for a detailed tafseer of this word.

Naveera
Sticky Note
When the Qur'an was revealed initially, and as Jibra'il began to recite, the Holy Prophet SAW made haste to repeat, lest any word or sentence should be lost. He was, therefore, told not to make haste with it, and to wait until the angel had delivered the whole message, and then to repeat the words of the revelation, being assured that it was a Divine arrangement, and that nothing would be lost. On this occasion, he is still more plainly told: 'then you will not forget,except that which Allah wills.'Also read MQ for details about mansookh ayat.

Naveera
Highlight
The word ghutha'refers to 'stubble, and scum borne upon the surface of a torrent'.dead earth.

Naveera
Highlight
The wordahwa is derived from the root huwwah which refers to 'a kind of blackcolour that comes upon a dense vegetation'.

Naveera
Sticky Note
The phrase 'the easiest way' refers to the sacred laws ofIslam. Apparently, according to the demand of the context, it should have been stated 'We will make the Shari'ah easy for you'. But the Qur'an chose, instead, to state 'And We will facilitate for you (to reach) the easiest way. [8]'. The reason for that, probably, is to indicate that Allah will predispose him to the sacred laws, so that they will become part of hisnature, and he will become an embodiment of Shari'ah.

Naveera
Sticky Note
The word tazakka is derived from zakah, the primitivemeaning of which is 'to purify'. The zakah of wealth is so called because it purifies the rest of man's wealth for him. In this context, the word tazakka is used in a general sense, which comprehends the purity of faithand character, and purity of wealth.

Naveera
Sticky Note
Sayyidna'Abdullah Ibn Mas'iid & says that people generally prefer the worldlyblessings and comforts to the blessings and comforts of the Hereafter,because the former is visible and readily available, while the latter isinvisible and unavailable readily. People unaware of reality preferred thevisible to the invisible, which became the cause of eternal loss. In order tospare them the eternal loss, Allah, through His Messengers and Books,described to them the blessings and comforts of the Hereafter so clearly asif they can perceive them [through their sense organs]. It has been madeplain to them that what they think is readily available and preferred, isactually fragile and will very soon perish. It is unwise to put one's heartinto, or faith in, it and waste one's energy on it

Naveera
Sticky Note
Read more about the themes of previous scriptures in MQ.Also read a summary of the scripture of Musa and Ibraheem AS in surah najm ayaat 36 - end.

Naveera
Sticky Note
About Imam Malik, it is related that when a beggar begged him for something and he did not have anything to give, he would not turn away the beggar, saying that Allah would help him, as is commonly done by the people, but he would excuse himself in some other way. When asked why he did so, he replied, “When the beggar is not given anything and one makes an excuse, it inevitably displeases him. On such an occasion, I do not like to mention Allah’s name, for I do not like that somebody should hear His name in a state of annoyance and displeasure.”

Naveera
Sticky Note
The pasturage is green when it first shoots forth, but it withers away and blackens. It may be used for feeding when green, after it blackens and withers, or in between. Thus, it is useful in every condition, and it serves a purpose according to the elaborate planning of the One who creates, proportions, determines and guides.This life is a pasture which comes to its end when it withers away and blackens, while the life to come is the one which lasts.

Naveera
Highlight
In all musabbihaats (surahs starting with sabbaha or yusabbihu) this is the only surah which starts with a comand, sabbih. Also it takes "ism" as a direct mafool bihi rather than with a harf-u-jarr, for example: fasabbih bismi Rabbika Al Azeem.Also discuss the roots (sibahah = swimming, floating) the difference between this word and other words of swimming is that this swimer doesn't take a tip in water or seems afloat because of his rapid motion, from here this word is also used for horses who are galloping at high speed and it looks as if they are staying afloat on the sand.tasbeeh has two sides:1. When we mention good things about Allah , that is Hamd2. When we keep His name free from bad things (He doesn't have a son, partners, free from faults etc.) this is tasbeeh. maintaining the perfection of Allah's name. example: when angels talked to Allah about creation of Adam and when Allah told them that He knows what they don't, they immediately declared "subhanaka" so we do taht if we say or do something irrespectful about Allah, we take a step back and say "subhan Allah" i.e. Allah is free from it, Allah is majestic beyond it.

Naveera
Sticky Note
In this surah, Allah describes His plan for things, for Raulullah SAW, for people. Plans are always one step at a time, never executed all at once. But to understand Allah's plans, we first need to do tasbeeh of Allah.We should keep in mind that our relationship with Allah is not like our relationship with other people. With humans we have sort of give and take relationship, we do our part and then expect the others to do their part. But with Allah it is not like that. We can't say that I have been good, I have prayed and now Allah should give me what I prayed for. when we think like that we are not doing tasbeeh of Allah, we are treating Him like creation.Allah has His plans and He will work on them how He wills and when He wills. We have to do tasbeeh of Him, i.e. we have to stop thinking of Him like how we think of creation.It's a constant mental exercise, we have to discipline ourselves into this habit. Whenever life throws problems at us, and if we show impatience towards Allah, we have fallen short of His tasbeeh. So Allah actually gives us a command to do His tasbeeh, which is a continous effort like a swimmer who is swimming fast to stay afloat, before we can meet life around us.

Naveera
Sticky Note
A few etiquettes about names of Allah:1. We can not make up names of Allah, we should only use those mentioned by Allah Himself or by Rasulullah SAW.2. We should maintain respect when taking name of Allah, we can't refer to Him the way we refer to other humans.3. We must use "abd" in front of Allah's name when keeping those names for humans. Omiitting abd from "Abdur Rahman" is sinful.4. Allah's names and attribues are His own, nobody gave these names to Him.5. Many of Allah's names are kind of pairs e.g. He is Muizz (giver of Izzah, respect) and Mudhill( giver of humiliation) If we keep calling Allah Al-Mudhill (giver of humiliation) thats falling short of tasbeeh. Similarly Allah has names which show His love and care, and names which show His might and power. If we keep thinking of Allah as "AL Wadood" (one who loves extremely) but forget that He is also "Azeez" (Mighty and Great) we are falling short of His Tasbeeh. If we keep on think how kind Allah is, how loving, how forgiving, but forget that He is also a judge, an authority, will make us answer to Him, then we will be lost. We have to think about Allah, in all His majesty, with All His attributes. (Asma wa alSifaat)

Naveera
Highlight
It can be an adjective for the sescription of Allah, or Allah Himself. Quran is the ultimate zikr of Allah.

Naveera
Sticky Note
Rasulullah SAW said about this surahاجعلوها في سجدتكم That's why we say سبحان ربي الأعلى in our sujood. At the lowest possible position of our body (head on the floor) we declare that Allah is the highest.

Naveera
Highlight
In Arabic taswiyah is when after making a house you give it finishing touches. Allah is not just creating things, He is creating them with perfection, with beauty, with amazing art.

Naveera
Sticky Note
Discuss how Allah gives guidance depending on what stage a things, animal or person are.

Naveera
Sticky Note
Qaddara also mean to give capability and hada is go guide to use that capability.

Naveera
Sticky Note
5 kinds of guidance:1. Jabli - instincts or natural guidance.2. Aqli - Intellectual guidance. to think, to rationalize, to process.3. Fitri - morals, predisposition towards morals, ethics. something in human consciousness which guides a human towards good. 4. Wahee - the revelation. all your other guidances lead you to it. the fitrah guides you to it, thats why when someone with a pure heart listens to commands of Allah, they see the truth in it.5. Once you accept the truth, (Allah's commands) the problems start. and then Allah guides you in a special way, وَالَّذِينَ جَاهَدُوا فِينَا لَنَهْدِيَنَّهُمْ سُبُلَنَا ۚ وَإِنَّ اللَّهَ لَمَعَ الْمُحْسِنِينَ - 29:69Allah will guide you emotionally, spiritually to navigate through all this.From wahee, it's up to you to take the offer or no.  

Naveera
Sticky Note
Pasture is coming as a case study for previously mentioned things. Also there is an undertone to this surah, although it was an early Makkan surah, it uses some words which points to previous scriptures. (Such as the end of the surah) also maraa is a word which often is used in the Quran with a mnetion of Musa AS. Our Rasulullah SAW was also a shephard, a shepherd for humans and in his young age a shepherd for sheep. So an example of a pasture is very well related.I also refers to the fact that the opportunity to benefit from the revelation is for a limited time, then it will be gone. When you come before Allah on the judgment day and say now I am ready to believe then it will not be accepted.

Naveera
Sticky Note
One explanation is that if it wasnt for the will of Allah, Rasulullah SAW will not be able to remember. So the perfection is not in the pasture, in the creation, in Rasulullah SAW memory. Perfection is in Allah who make these things happen. Tasbeeh is for Him.

Naveera
Sticky Note
Rasulullah SAW wasnt a poet and it wasn't his nature to memorize poetry as the custom of that time was. And as Allah tells us it wasn't befitting of Him. So memorizing the whole Quran was a miracle because it wasn't his disposition to memorize long speeches like the others around him. 

Naveera
Sticky Note
Revelation will come as and when Allah pleases. Not when and how people may demand.

Naveera
Highlight
Compare the use of verb, as opposed to the noun in jahra

Naveera
Sticky Note
Allah will facilitate and make things easier for Rasulullah SAW.The challenges will not become easy the situation will not become easy, but He made it easy for Rasulullah SAW, He gave him strength upon strength. Throughout Quran Allah teaches us duas that tell us that our challenges may keep getting hard but Allah will make it easy for us to navigate through that.

Naveera
Highlight
What is this easy thing? Allah will guide Rasulullah SAW to things that will be easy for the whole humanity, in all matters.The easiest of all shariahs, and removing the burdens that humanity has put upon itself. at the heart of it the shariah is simplifying life and things.

Naveera
Highlight
the ultimate zikr i.e. alQuran.

Naveera
Sticky Note
Remind people if you think reminder is beneficial. in other words if you think Quran is beneficial to people read it to them.This conditional is not to show doubt, rather it is like since you know it is beneficial, then remind them. The principal beneficiary of Quran was Rasulullah SAW. So Quran is always most beneficial to the person who is teaching it.We do not teach to impress someone, we do not teach to move masses. We just share what inspires us. If it inspires us, share. No matter it's just one person or two. share.

Naveera
Sticky Note
Keep in mind Rasulullah SAw audience at that time, who were not willing to listen, not willing to learn. who were rather trying their best to stop him from these reminders. And then appreciate Allahs command to remind them, for the ultimate ease of humanity. The people who are not ready to hear, in front of you are just jahr. there is a large yakhfa, those poeple who are not there yet but who will cling to every word you are saying. who will dedicate their lives just to understand your reminders.

Naveera
Sticky Note
Third part of surah starts. Plans of Allah for the people, those who will hear and those who will not.Even you may not know who felt the shiver down their spine when listening to you. You may never know who accepted inspiration from you. So just keep reminding people, an open ended invitation. Even if you don't see anyone finding benefit in it.

Naveera
Highlight
janbun is side, avoiding somethingijtanaba = to put more effort in avoiding somethingtajannaba = to put the most effort in avoiding something. going out of way to avoid.

Naveera
Highlight
Exhaustion beyond normal, unnatural exhaustion.Growing of pasture is natural, our receiving guidance in the form of firah is natural. They are so exhausted because they are going against their own natures to reject this truth.

Naveera
Sticky Note
The greatest fire. The hearts which have grown so hard that only the greatest fire can bend them now.

Naveera
Highlight
Interesting to note that the word aflaha comes from falah which means a crop. So it ties in again with the simile of pasture. So success is like a crop which has reached its full and can be used.

Naveera
Highlight
Zakah means to grow, grow without an impurity. From here the meaning of purifying has come. So if we look back at qaddara fa hadaa, we understand the meaning completely. Allah makes us grow and give us guidance, then what we do with that growth is the deciding factor. If we let ourselves grow and mature without impurities then we have attained the ultimate success.It is also telling us the relationship between reminder and purification. the goal of the reminder is that we listen to it and purify ourselves. When you are putting yourself in an environment with reminders you are putting yourself in an environment for purification.

Naveera
Sticky Note
It's as if salaah is the last step in a long spiritual process. we recognize Allah, His attributes, we declare His purification from all filth, then we purify ourselves and then we pray. It's not a ritual we should perform, it's the climax of our spiritual journey. The ultimate zikr. People who are looking for spiritual exercises to bring themselves closer to Allah should remember this. In Baqarah Allah tells us that He will not waste our emaan. There the word emaan was referring to the prayers of Muslims which they prayed facing Jerusalem, So Allah refers to salaah as emaan itself.

Naveera
Highlight
Notice how Allah doesn't mention who are these people. Allah kept it open. It can apply to a kafir, or a Muslim. 

Naveera
Sticky Note
Here akhirah refers only to jannah, not to jahannam as is evident from the context. It is as if that the natural plan for humanity is jannah. The default for akhirah is jannah.

Naveera
Highlight
Compare to the pasture again. The life of this world is like a pasture which wilts and finishes. But aakhirah is made differently.

Naveera
Sticky Note
It could also mean the scriptures that talk about Ibraheem and Musa. i.e Bible itself.



MUFTI TAQI USMANI 

Pronounce the purity of the name of your most exalted Lord, who created (everything), then made (it) 
well, and who determined a measure (for everything), then guided (it), and who brought forth then 
turned it into a blackening stubble. We will make you recite, then you will not forget except that which 
Allah wills. Indeed He knows what is manifest and what is hidden. And We will facilitate for you (to 
reach) the easiest way. So, extend advice (to people) if advice is useful. The one who fears (Allah) will 
observe the advice, and it will be avoided by the most wretched one who will enter the Biggest Fire, 
then he will neither die therein, nor live (a desirable life). Success is surely achieved by him who purifies 
himself, and pronounces the name of his Lord, then offers prayer. But you prefer the worldly life, while 
the Hereafter is much better and much more durable. Indeed this is (written) in the earlier divine 
scripts, the scripts of Ibrāhīm and Mūsā. 


	بِسمِ اللَّـهِ الرَّحمـٰنِ الرَّحيمِ
	MUHSIN KHAN



