
Sura al-Gashiyah 
 

ِ ٱلرَّ� ٱلرَِّحيمِ   � ٱ�َّ

تاَك َحديُث الغاِشَيةِ 
َ
 ﴾٣﴿ ناِصَبةٌ  �ِملَةٌ  ﴾٢﴿ خاِشَعةٌ  يَوَم�ِذٍ  وُجوهٌ  ﴾١﴿َهل أ
 ِمن إِّ�  َطعامٌ  لَُهم لَيَس  ﴾٥﴿ آ�َِيةٍ  َع�ٍ  ِمن �ُس�ٰ  ﴾٤﴿ حاِمَيةً  ناًرا تَص�ٰ 
 ﴾٨﴿ ناِعَمةٌ  يَوَم�ِذٍ  وُجوهٌ  ﴾٧﴿� ِمن جوٍع يُغ َو� �ُسِمنُ  � ﴾٦﴿ َ��عٍ 

 َع�ٌ  فيها ﴾١١﴿ �ِ�َيةً  فيها �َسَمعُ  � ﴾١٠﴿ �ِ�َةٍ  َجنَّةٍ  � ﴾٩﴿ راِضَيةٌ  لَِسعيِها
رٌ  فيها ﴾١٢﴿ جارَِ�ةٌ  �واٌب  ﴾١٣﴿ َمرفوَعةٌ  ُ�ُ

َ
 َونَمارُِق  ﴾١٤﴿ َموضوَعةٌ  َوأ

  ﴾١٦﴿ َمبثوثَةٌ  َوَزراِ�ُّ  ﴾١٥﴿ َمصفوفَةٌ 
َ
َف� يَنُظروَن إَِ� اِ�بِِل َكيَف ُخلَِقت أ

ماءِ  �َ�  ﴾١٧﴿  �َ�  ﴾١٩﴿ نُِصَبت َكيَف  اِ�بالِ  �َ�  ﴾١٨﴿ ُرفَِعت َكيَف  السَّ
رِض 

َ
ر ﴾٢٠﴿ ُسِطَحت َكيَف  ا� نَت  إِنَّما فََذكِّ

َ
رٌ  أ  َعلَيِهم لَسَت  ﴾٢١﴿ ُمَذكِّ

بُهُ  ﴾٢٣﴿ َوَ�َفرَ  تََوّ�ٰ  َمن إِّ�  ﴾٢٢﴿ بُِمَصيِطرٍ  �َ�َ  الَعذاَب  اللَّـهُ  َ�ُيَعِذّ
َ
 ﴾٢٤﴿ ا�

﴾٢٦﴿ ِحساَ�ُهم َعلَينا إِنَّ  ُ�مَّ  ﴾٢٥﴿ إِياَ�ُهم إَِ�نا إِنَّ   
 

 

MUHSIN KHAN 
Has there come to you the narration of the overwhelming (i.e. the Day of Resurrection); (1) Some faces, 
that Day, will be humiliated (in the Hell-fire, i.e. the faces of all disbelievers, Jews and Christians, etc.). 
(2) Labouring (hard in the worldly life by worshipping others besides Allah), weary (in the Hereafter with 

Naveera
Highlight
The one who hovers, who covers.It will cover, no escape from it.It will hover over your mind, you wont be able to take your mind off off it. So much so that some people will feel like they are going mad.Overwhelming. Invading, coveringAlso the taa marboota signifies something that happens one and for all. So that also suggests finality.

Naveera
Sticky Note
A very picturesque surah, paints the pictures of things we have never seen, along with some things we are used to see.

Naveera
Sticky Note
The question is not to ask something, it is to emphasize and make us wonder, like a rhetoric question. 

Naveera
Highlight
Hadeeth in arabic is used about something new like حديث بعهد الإسلام So it is as if after all the other ayaat revealed about aakhirah, Allah wants us to think anew about it once again. Couple that with the questioning phraseology and it makes it very very powerful.

Naveera
Highlight
Interesting to note that here Allah is not saying ataakum, but He is saying ataakaa. Sometimes Allah only addresses His messenger, not the greater audience and it is important to know when and why.Here it is as if Allah is showing His anger to the people (general audience was mushrikoon) by not addressing them and rather only addressing Rasulullah.

Naveera
Sticky Note
Allah talks about faces not people because just looking at the faces tells us the condition of people (happiness, joy, tiredness, fear etc.)

Naveera
Sticky Note
The time in the grave was of exhaustion for them. It was not easy so they will wake up tired and exhausted.

Naveera
Highlight
Scorching. It is largely obvious that fire scorches, so why mention the adjective?This is a device to suggest extreme. Like this fire has reached the extreme and can not get any hotter.The word hamiyah literallymeans 'hot' and 'scorching'. Although this is the natural property of fire that needed no mention, yet the specific reference to this quality of the fire brings out the point that the fire of Hell cannot be compared to the fire of this world. The heat of the fire of this world, some time or the other, is reduced or ends. But the fire of Hell is everlasting and eternal. Its heatwill neither reduce nor end.

Naveera
Sticky Note
People being scorched in this fire will want relief in the form of some water. But they will be given boiling water.aaniaah shares the roots with alaan. ماء الان  is the water at boiling water.

Naveera
Sticky Note
The imagery here portrays that these people will be hungry and desperately looking for food and they wont be able to find anything except ضريع which they will stuff in their mouths. ضريع according to some is a kind of inedible seaweed, and according to others it is a thorny, itchy bush, which is bitter and toxic which no animal consume. some say ghisleen is the fruit of daree.

Naveera
Sticky Note
Some kuffar when heard about daree they said that our camels eat daree and they get fat. So Allah says that this daree can not finish the hunger even a bit, neither can it make you fat.

Naveera
Highlight
Softened, comforted, relaxed. experiencing luxury. a face you make when you receive the gift you had wanted.

Naveera
Sticky Note
These were the same faces who were stressed out in this world. They were aamila, nasibah, khashiah in this world. And because of their saee they are now the ones with relaxed faces on that day and vise versa.They are happy with the efforts they made, or because of the efforts they made they are happy.On that day we will be thanking Allah for the efforts we had to make in dunya.

Naveera
Sticky Note
It is as if the camera is turned and now Allah is showing us a glimpse of the gift which rejoiced and lit up the faces of these people in the previous ayaah.

Naveera
Highlight
Flowing means fresh water - a luxury for arabs.

Naveera
Sticky Note
Elevated seating is connected to royalty, like a throne, a royal treatment.

Naveera
Highlight
It is a nisbah to Azerbaijan, which was famous for rugs and carpets. It is like saying rich and posh imported rugs.

Naveera
Sticky Note
Allah wants us to imagine the life in Jannah but He uses the things we are used to in this dunya as a springboard, although Jannah is beyond our imagination. Otherwise we won't be able to imagine and won't feel the desire to struggle for Jannah.

Naveera
Sticky Note
Capturing the imagination of the desert traveler. It's interesting to note that Allah reminds us of the journey, because it reminds us of our life which is a journey. we are still in the journey, still haven't arrived at the destination, we still have time. so think and contemplate before the journey is over and it's too late.

Naveera
Sticky Note
This is the attitude of a daee. We don't control people, we don't get frustrated. We can just remind them, but changing them is upto Allah, and Allah don't change anyone until they don't want to change.

Naveera
Sticky Note
The greatest punishment. Why not just any punishment, why the greatest punishment. Because they are the people who have seen Rasulullah SAW, lived with him, spent time in his blessed company but if they rejected him, they deserve the greatest punishment because in his company they were given the greatest gift.So in that case it only refers to those kuffar who are enemies of Rasulullah SAW. 

Naveera
Highlight
azb also means dehydration so it ties in with the earlier part of the surah.

Naveera
Highlight
To come with humility.

Naveera
Sticky Note
In the beginning the address was to Rasulullah SAW directly and in the end the address comes back to him again.

Naveera
Sticky Note
The surah tells in the beginning about Qiyamah, and the end of the people depending on their choices in life. It ends with telling Rasulullah SAW that you keep on reminding them, but it's their choices which they will make themseleves. And in the middle is the heart of the surah which tells us that until we do not become people of thought, until we don't ponder over the creation around us, we won't be able to benefit from Rasulullah SAW advice. Until we don't practice contemplation, and move away from frivolity we can not appreciate the message of the wahee.

Naveera
Sticky Note
Al-Hafiz Abu Bakr Al-Burqani narrated from Abu `Imran Al-Jawni that he said, " `Umar bin Al-Khattab passed by the monastery of a monk and he said: `O monk!' Then the monk came out, and `Umar looked at him and began to weep. Then it was said to him: `O Commander of the faithful! Why are you weeping' He replied: `I remembered the statement of Allah, the Mighty and Majestic, in His Book,﴿عَامِلَةٌ نَّاصِبَةٌ - تَصْلَى نَاراً حَامِيَةً ﴾(Laboring, weary. They will enter into Fire, Hamiyah.) So that is what has made me cry. '''

Naveera
Highlight
Meaning, its heat has reached its maximum limit and boiling point. This was said by Ibn `Abbas, Mujahid, Al-Hasan and As-Suddi.aaniaah shares the roots with alaan. ماء الان  is the water at boiling water.

Naveera
Sticky Note
Ali bin Abi Talhah reported from Ibn `Abbas that he said, "A tree from the Hellfire.'' Ibn `Abbas, Mujahid, `Ikrimah, Abu Al-Jawza' and Qatadah, all said, "It is Ash-Shibriq (a type of plant).'' Qatadah said, "The Quraysh called it Ash-Shabraq in the spring and Ad-Dari` in the summer.'' `Ikrimah said, "It is a thorny tree which reaches down to the ground.'' Al-Bukhari related that Mujahid said, "Ad-Dari` is a plant that is called Ash-Shibriq. The people of the Hijaz call it Ad-Dari` when it dries, and it is poisonous.'' Ma`mar narrated that Qatadah said,﴿لَّيْسَ لَهُمْ طَعَامٌ إِلاَّ مِن ضَرِيعٍ ﴾(No food will there be for them but from Dari`,) "This is Ash-Shibriq. When it dries it is called Ad-Dari`.'' Sa`id narrated from Qatadah that he said,﴿لَّيْسَ لَهُمْ طَعَامٌ إِلاَّ مِن ضَرِيعٍ ﴾(No food will there be for them but Dari`,) "This is of the worst, most disgusting and loathsome of foods.''

Naveera
Sticky Note
This is mentioned with the intent of emphasizing affirmation. It is not intended to mean that there is only one spring. So here it refers to springs collectively. Thus, the meaning is that in it (Paradise) are flowing springs. Ibn Abi Hatim recorded from Abu Hurayrah that the Messenger of Allah said,«أَنْهَارُ الْجَنَّةِ تَفَجَّرُ مِنْ تَحْتِ تِلَالِ أَوْ مِنْ تَحْتِ جِبَالِ الْمِسْك»(The rivers of Paradise spring forth from beneath hills -- or mountains -- of musk.)

Naveera
Highlight
Ibn `Abbas said, "An-Namariq are pillows.'' 

Naveera
Sticky Note
These are the things Dimam swore by after questioning the Messenger of Allah . This can be seen in what Imam Ahmad recorded from Thabit, who reported that Anas said, "We were prohibited from asking the Messenger of Allah anything. Thus, it used to amaze us when an intelligent man from the people of the desert (bedouin Arabs) would come and ask him about something while we were listening. So a man from the people of the desert came and said, `O Muhammad! Verily, your messenger has come to us and he claims that you claim that Allah sent you.' He (the Prophet) said,«صَدَق»(He told the truth.) The man said, Who created the heaven? He (the Prophet ) replied,«الله»,(Allah.) The man said, Who created the earth? He (the Prophet ) replied,«الله»,(Allah). The man said, `Who erected these mountains and placed in them whatever is in them? He (the Prophet ) replied, (Allah). Then the man said, `By the One Who created the heaven, the earth, and erected these mountains, did Allah send you' He (the Prophet ) said,«نَعَم»(Yes.) The man then said, `Your messenger claims that we are obligated to pray five prayers during our day and night.' He (the Prophet ) said,«صَدَق»(He told the truth.) The man then said, `By He Who has sent you, did Allah command you with this' He (the Prophet ) replied,«نَعَم»(Yes.) The man then said, `Your messenger also claims that we are obligated to give charity from our wealth.' He (the Prophet ) said,«صَدَق»(He told the truth.) Then the man said, `By He Who has sent you, did Allah command you with this' He (the Prophet ) replied,«نَعَم»(Yes.) The man then said, `Your messenger claims that we are obligated to perform pilgrimage (Hajj) to the House (the Ka`bah), for whoever is able to find a way there.' He (the Prophet ) said,«صَدَق»(He told the truth.) Then the man turned away to leave while saying, `By He Who has sent you with the truth, I will not add anything to these things and I will not decrease anything from them.' The Prophet then said,«إِنْ صَدَقَ لَيَدْخُلَنَّ الْجَنَّة»(If he has spoken truthfully, he will certainly enter Paradise.) This Hadith was recorded by Al-Bukhari, Muslim, Abu Dawud, At-Tirmidhi, An-Nasa'i and Ibn Majah.

Naveera
Highlight
The word khashi'ah from the root word khusha' means'to humble, humiliate, cast down'. This is the meaning of casting oneself down before Allah in prayer. People who did not cast themselves down before Allah in this world, their faces on the Day of Judgement will be downcast with humiliation and disgrace.khushoo is a good quality to have in this world (like in salaah) but not a good quality to have in the aakhirah.having khushoo in this world will save us from the khushoo of akhirah and vice versa.

Naveera
Sticky Note
This Surah invites man to meditation, hope and fear; meditation over where he is heading; hope of the bliss of Jannah and fear of the Hellfire.

Naveera
Sticky Note
Surah Inshiqaq tells us that we all will have to toil and trouble. but what matters is that what do we toil over. The one who is toiling for the pleasures of this world his efforts will be a total loss, and it will give him nothing more than disappointment, humiliation and exhaustion.Moreover, man’s efforts not only differ on worldly matters but also on religious matters. There are people who have invented things in religion which were not followed or taught by Rasooullah salAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam. People are exhausting themselves over self-invented strenuous methods of worship.

Naveera
Sticky Note
Compare rivers of flowing fresh water to the immense thirst of the people of jahannam. May Allah protect us all, ameen.

Naveera
Sticky Note
Jihad, which means striving for Allah’s cause and which was later made a duty of the Prophet and all Muslims did not aim at converting people to Islam by force. Its only aim was to remove all hindrances in the way of the Islamic message, so that it could be delivered freely, and people would not be prevented from listening to it or be persecuted for doing so.

Naveera
Sticky Note
The word 'amilah from 'amal' means 'to work hard' and 'amil or 'amilah in Arabic is used for 'a person who works continuously, so as to become completely tired'. The word nasibah is derived from nasab. This word also refers to 'one who toils unceasingly so as to become totally exhausted'. It seems that the latter two conditions of the unbelievers relate to this world, because Hereafter is not a realm in which one has to work to become so tired and exhausted. Therefore, Qurtubi and other commentators are of the view that the humbleness of their faces relates to the Hereafter, but their working hard and being exhausted refers to their work in this world.



humility and disgrace). (3) They will enter in the hot blazing Fire, (4) They will be given to drink from a 
boiling spring, (5) No food will there be for them but a poisonous thorny plant, (6) Which will neither 
nourish nor avail against hunger. (7) (Other) faces, that Day, will be joyful, (8) Glad with their endeavour 
(for their good deeds which they did in this world, along with the true Faith of Islamic Monotheism). (9) 
In a lofty Paradise. (10) Where they shall neither hear harmful speech nor falsehood, (11) Therein will be 
a running spring, (12) Therein will be thrones raised high, (13) And cups set at hand. (14) And cushions 
set in rows, (15) And rich carpets (all) spread out. (16) Do they not look at the camels, how they are 
created? (17) And at the heaven, how it is raised? (18) And at the mountains, how they are rooted and 
fixed firm? (19) And at the earth, how it is spread out? (20) So remind them (O Muhammad (Peace be 
upon him)), you are only a one who reminds. (21) You are not a dictator over them. (22) Save the one 
who turns away and disbelieves (23) Then Allah will punish him with the greatest punishment. (24) 
Verily, to Us will be their return; (25) Then verily, for Us will be their reckoning. (26) 

 

MUFTI TAQI USMANI 

Has there come to you the description of the Overwhelming Event? Many faces that day will be 
humbled, laboring, exhausted. They will enter into the scorching fire. They will be made to drink water 
from a boiling spring. There will be no food for them except from a thorny plant that will neither 
nourish, nor satisfy hunger. Many faces that day will be full of glamour, well pleased with their 
endeavor, in a lofty garden, in which they will not hear any absurd talk. In it there is a flowing spring. In 
it there are elevated couches and goblets, well placed, and cushions, arrayed and carpets, spread 
around. So, do they not look at the camels how they are created, and at the sky, how it is raised high, 
and at the mountains, how they are installed, and at the earth, how it is spread out? So, (O Prophet,) 
keep on preaching; you are only a preacher. You are not a taskmaster set up over them, but whoever 
turns away and disbelieves, Allah will punish him with the greatest torment. Surely towards Us they 
have to return, then it is Our job to call them to account. 
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