
Sura al-Balad 
 

ِ ٱلرَّ� ٱلرَِّحيمِ   � ٱ�َّ

ـَٰذا ا�ََ�ِ  قِسُم بِه
ُ
نَت  ﴾١﴿� أ

َ
ـَٰذا ِحلٌّ  َوأ  َلَقد ﴾٣﴿ َوَ�َ  َوما َوواِ�ٍ  ﴾٢﴿ ا�ََ�ِ  بِه

َ�َسُب  ﴾٤﴿ َكَبدٍ  � اِ��سانَ  َخلَقَنا
َ
ن �

َ
َحدٌ  َعلَيهِ  يَقِدرَ  لَن أ

َ
 يَقوُل  ﴾٥﴿ أ

هلَكُت 
َ
َ�َسُب  ﴾٦﴿ ُ�ًَدا ماً�  أ

َ
ن �

َ
َحدٌ  يََرهُ  لَم أ

َ
لَم ﴾٧﴿ أ

َ
 ﴾٨﴿َعل َ�ُ َعيَنِ� َ�  �

 َوما ﴾١١﴿ الَعَقَبةَ  اقَتَحمَ  فََ�  ﴾١٠﴿ ا�َّجَدينِ  َوَهَديناهُ  ﴾٩﴿ وََشَفَت�ِ  َولِسانًا
دراكَ 

َ
و ﴾١٣﴿ َرَ�َبةٍ  فَكُّ  ﴾١٢﴿ الَعَقَبةُ  َما أ

َ
 يَتيًما ﴾١٤﴿ َمسَغَبةٍ  ذي يَو�ٍ  � إِطعامٌ  أ

و ﴾١٥﴿ َمقَرَ�ةٍ  ذا
َ
ينَ  ِمنَ  �نَ  ُ�مَّ  ﴾١٦﴿ َمَ�َ�ةٍ  ذا ِمسكيًنا أ  َوتَواَصوا آَمنوا ا�َّ

 ِ� ـٰ�َِك  ﴾١٧﴿ بِالَمرَ�َةِ َوتَواَصوا بِالصَّ ول
ُ
صحاُب  أ

َ
ينَ  ﴾١٨﴿ الَميَمَنةِ أ  َوا�َّ

صحاُب  ُهم بِآياتِنا َ�َفروا
َ
َمةِ أ

َ
﴾٢٠﴿ ُمؤَصَدةٌ  نارٌ  َعلَيِهم ﴾١٩﴿ الَمشأ  

MUHSIN KHAN 
I swear by this city (Makkah); (1) And you are free (from sin, to punish the enemies of Islam on the Day 
of the conquest) in this city (Makkah). (2) And by the begetter (i.e. Adam) and that which he begot (i.e. 
his progeny); (3) Verily, We have created man in toil. (4) Thinks he that none can overcome him? (5) He 
says (boastfully): "I have wasted wealth in abundance!" (6) Thinks he that none sees him? (7) Have We 
not made for him a pair of eyes? (8) And a tongue and a pair of lips? (9) And shown him the two ways 
(good and evil)? (10) But he has made no effort to pass on the path that is steep. (11) And what will 
make you know the path that is steep? (12) (It is) Freeing a neck (slave, etc.) (13) Or giving food in a day 
of hunger (famine), (14) To an orphan near of kin. (15) Or to a Miskin (poor) afflicted with misery. (16) 
Then he became one of those who believed, and recommended one another to perseverance and 
patience, and (also) recommended one another to pity and compassion. (17) They are those on the 
Right Hand (the dwellers of Paradise), (18) But those who disbelieved in Our Ayat (proofs, evidences, 
verses, lessons, signs, revelations, etc.), they are those on the Left Hand (the dwellers of Hell). (19) The 

Naveera
Sticky Note
Al-Hasan Al-Basri said, "Allah made it lawful (to fight in) for him (the Prophet ) for one hour of a day.'' The meaning of what they have said was mentioned in a Hadith that is agreed- upon as being authentic. In it the Prophet said,«إِنَّ هَذَا الْبَلَدَ حَرَّمَهُ اللهُ يَوْمَ خَلَقَ السَّموَاتِ وَالْأَرْضَ، فَهُوَ حَرَامٌ بِحُرْمَةِ اللهِ إِلَى يَوْم الْقِيَامَةِ لَا يُعْضَدُ شَجَرُهُ وَلَا يُخْتَلَى خَلَاهُ، وَإِنَّمَا أُحِلَّتْ لِي سَاعَةٌ مِنْ نَهَارٍ، وَقَدْ عَادَتْ حُرْمَتُهَا الْيَوْمَ كَحُرْمَتِهَا بِالْأَمْسِ، أَلَا فَلْيُبَلِّغِ الشَّاهِدُ الْغَائِب»(Verily, Allah made this city sacred on the Day that He created the heavens and the earth. Therefore, it is sacred by the sanctity of Allah until the Day of Judgement. Its trees should not be uprooted, and its bushes and grasses should not be removed. And it was only made lawful for me (to fight in) for one hour of a day. Today its sanctity has been restored just as it was sacred yesterday. So, let the one who is present inform those who are absent.) In another wording of this Hadith, he said,«فَإِنْ أَحَدٌ تَرَخَّصَ بِقِتَالِ رَسُولِ اللهِ فَقُولُوا: إِنَّ اللهَ أَذِنَ لِرَسُولِهِ وَلَمْ يَأْذَنْ لَكُم»(So, if anyone tries to use the fighting of the Messenger (to conquer Makkah) as an excuse (to fight there), then tell him that Allah permitted it for His Messenger and He has not permitted it for you.)
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Sticky Note
Mujahid, Abu Salih, Qatadah, Ad-Dahhak, Sufyan Ath-Thawri, Sa`id bin Jubayr, As-Suddi, Al-Hasan Al-Basri, Khusayf, Shurahbil bin Sa`d and others have said, "Meaning, by the begetter, Adam, and that which he begot is his children.'' This view that Mujahid and his companions have chosen is good and strong. This is supported by the fact that Allah swears by the Mother of the Towns, which are dwellings. Then after it He swears by the dwellers therein, who is Adam, the father of mankind, and his children. Abu `Imran Al-Jawni said, "It refers to Ibrahim and his progeny.'' Ibn Jarir recorded this statement as did Ibn Abi Hatim. Ibn Jarir preferred the view that it is general and it refers to every father and his children. This meaning is also acceptable. 
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Sticky Note
 "In hardship and seeking livelihood.'' `Ikrimah said, "In hardship and long-suffering.'' Qatadah said, "In difficulty.'' It is reported from Al-Hasan that he said, "Enduring the hardships of the world by life and the severity of the Hereafter.''
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Sticky Note
Imam Ahmad recorded from `Amr bin `Abasah that the Prophet said,«مَنْ بَنَى مَسْجِدًا لِيُذْكَرَ اللْهُ فِيهِ بَنَى اللْهُ لَهُ بَيْتًا فِي الْجَنَّةِ وَمَنْ أَعْتَقَ نَفْسًا مُسْلِمَةً كَانَتْ فِدْيَتَهُ مِنْ جَهَنَّمَ وَمَنْ شَابَ شَيْبَةً فِي الْإِسْلَامِ كَانَتْ لَهُ نُورًا يَوْمَ الْقِيَامَة»(Whoever builds a Masjid so that Allah may be remembered in it, Allah will build a house for him in Paradise; and whoever frees a Muslim person, then it will be his ransom from Hell; and whoever grows grey in Islam, then it will be a light for him on the Day of Judgement.)
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Sticky Note
meaning, poor, miserable, and clinging to the dirt. It means those who are in a state of destitution. Ibn `Abbas said, "Dha Matrabah is that who is dejected in the street and who has no house or anything else to protect him against the dirt.''
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Sticky Note
This is similar to what has been related in the noble Hadith,«الرَّاحِمُونَ يَرْحَمُهُمُ الرَّحْمنُ، ارْحَمُوا مَنْ فِي الْأَرْضِ يَرْحَمْكُمْ مَنْ فِي السَّمَاء»(The merciful people will be treated with mercy by the Most Merciful (Allah). Be merciful to those who are on the earth and He Who is above the heavens will be merciful to you.) In another Hadith he said,«لَا يَرْحَمُ اللهُ مَنْ لَا يَرْحَمِ النَّاس»(Allah will not be merciful with whoever is not merciful with the people.) Abu Dawud recorded from `Abdullah bin `Amr that he narrated (from the Prophet ),«مَنْ لَمْ يَرْحَمْ صَغِيرَنَا وَيَعْرِفْ حَقَّ كَبِيرِنَا فَلَيْسَ مِنَّا»(Whoever does not show mercy to our children, nor does he recognize the right of our elders, then he is not of us.) 

Naveera
Highlight
The particle la ('no') in thebeginning of this sentence has no meaning here. Such particles in Arabic language are commonplace. However, the more appropriate view is that when a surah begins with a لا followed by an oath, it was revealed in refutation to a false assumption of the opponents. In other words, Allah is saying, 'No, what you [the unbelievers] are saying or thinking is not correct, but the truth is what We are swearing about...'.
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Sticky Note
The adjective attached to the 'City' is 'peaceful'. This shows the superiority and honour of Makkah over other cities. Abdullah Ibn 'Adiyy RA reports that when the Holy Prophet of Allah was migrating from Makkah to Madinah, he addressed the city of Makkah and said: "By Allah, you are dearer to Allah than the entire earth. If I was not forced out of this place, I would never have abandoned you."
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Highlight
The word hillun bears two possibilities:[I] It could be derived from حلول which signifies to reside in or to descend on some place. In this sense, hillun signifies 'a dweller or resident' and the verse purports to say that the city of Makkah itself is sacred, and since Holy Prophet Muhammad is the inhabitant of this city, it adds to the sanctity, honour and glory of the place. Thus, on account of the Holy Prophet's residing in that city its honour and sanctity has been enhancedand augmented.2. The second possibility is that it is derived from حِلَّة  which means 'the thing the doing of which is lawful'. From this point of view, hillun could signify one of two things: One that the pagans of Makkah consider it lawful to do the Holy Prophet any harm, even to kill him, in this City of Makkah which is so sacred that the doing of harm to a living creature in its precincts, not to say of killing it or hunting it, is strictly forbidden even according to their own belief system . Secondly, this may be a prophecy that the city of Makkah is going to be made lawful for the Holy Prophet in the sense that fighting in it will be allowed for him for a specified time, and He will alight in this City of Makkah, as it happened on the occasion of the Conquest of Makkah. On this occasion, all the injunctions and ordinances of the haram were suspended for one day, and it was made lawful to kill the disbelievers.
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The oath and its subject makes plain to man that his desire to live peacefully and comfortably in this world, without enduring any hardship, is a silly idea and false notion, which is not possible to happen. Therefore, it is necessary for difficulty, hardship, distress and affliction to befall every person. Since they are bound to befall, a wise person should be in readiness to work hard for something that may help him for an eternal life. The only factor that will help him for this is faith and obedience to the Truth.
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Sticky Note
Theme and Subject MatterIn this Surah a vast subject has been compressed into a few brief sentences, and it is a miracle of the Qur’an that a complete ideology of life which could hardly be explained in a thick volume has been abridged most effectively in brief sentences.Its theme is to explain the true position of man in the world and of the world in relation to man and to tell that Allah subhanahu wa ta`ala has shown to man both the highways of good and evil, has also provided for him the means to judge and see and follow them, and now it rests upon man’s own effort and judgment whether he chooses the path of virtue and reaches felicity or adopts the path of vice and meets with doom.First, the city of Makkah and the hardships being faced therein by the Prophet salAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam and the state of the children of Adam have been cited as a witness to the truth that this world is not a place of rest and ease for man, where he might have been born to enjoy life, but here he has been created into toil and struggle. If this theme is read with ayah 39 of Surah An-Najm: Laisa lil-insani illa masa`a meaning, “there is nothing for man except what he has striven for”, it becomes plain that in this world the future of man depends on his toil and struggle, effort and striving.After this, man’s misunderstanding that he is all in all in this world and that there is no superior power to watch what he does and to call him to account, has been refuted.Then, taking one of the many moral concepts of ignorance held by man, as an example, it has been pointed out what wrong criteria of merit and greatness he has proposed for himself in the world. The person who for ostentation and display squanders heaps of wealth, not only himself prides upon his extravagances but the people also admire him for it enthusiastically, whereas the Being Who is watching over his deeds, sees by what methods he obtained the wealth and in what ways and with what motives and intention he spent it.Man has been given the faculties of thinking and understanding. He has both the ways before him, one leading to virtue and other to vice. The path of moral depravity is easy and pleasing for the nafs while the path that leads to moral heights is steep like an uphill road.  Man has to exercise self-restraint. It is man’s weakness that he prefers slipping down into the abyss to scaling the cliff.The Surah then describes the steep road which the man should follow and ascend to the heights. First and foremost, man must give up ostentation and pride. Rather he should help the orphans and the needy, believe in Allah subhanahu wa ta`ala and His Religion and join the company of other believers establishing a proper Islamic society. The end of those who follow this way is that they would become worthy of Allah’s mercies. On the contrary, the end of those who follow the wrong way, is the fire of Hell from which there is no escape.
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Sticky Note
Allah subhanahu wa ta`ala then asks if man thinks nothing can overcome him. A being that is exposed to such hazards is deluded and believes it can do whatever it likes? Is there no Superior Authority to seize and suppress it? The fact, however, is that even before the occurrence of the Hereafter in this world itself, man sees that every moment of his life is being ruled by some other Being against Whose decrees all his plans and designs prove ineffective. He has no control over his own life otherwise he would have saved himself from all this pain.
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Sticky Note
After reminding man of his reality and Allah’s favors upon him a complaint is being made that all these bounties have not motivated man to attempt the ascent that stands between him and heaven. The word iqtiham means “to apply oneself to a hard and toilsome task,” while ‘aqabah is the steep path that passes through mountains for ascending heights. Thus, the ayah means one of the two paths that We have shown him, leads to heights but is toilsome and steep; man has to tread it against the desires of his self and the temptations of Shaytan. The other path is easy which descends into chasms, but does not require any toil from man; one only needs to give free reins to oneself, then one automatically goes on rolling down the abyss. Now, the man to whom We had shown both the paths, adopted the easy down-hill path and abandoned the toilsome path, which leads to the heights.”
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Sticky Note
Imam Abu Hanifah said, “Setting a slave free is superior to giving away charity, for Allah has mentioned it before the mention of charity.”
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Sticky Note
Discuss the three kinds of Sabr.The entire life of a believer is a life of patience. Patience is required to be exercised in performing the acts of worship enjoined by Allah. Patience is needed in carrying out the commands of Allah; abstention from the things forbidden by Allah is not possible without patience. Patience is needed in abandoning the moral evils and in adopting the pure morals; temptations to sin faced at every step can be resisted only by recourse to patience. On countless occasions in life obedience to Allah’s law entails losses, troubles, hardships and deprivations, and disobedience to the law seems to bring benefits and pleasures. Without patience, no believer can fare well on such occasions.
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Sticky Note
the idea of ‘community’ is evident in these Ayaat, as it is emphasized elsewhere in the Qur’an and in the ahadeeth of the Prophet. This idea is central to the concept of Islam. 
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This is not just any town, this is Makkah. Discuss the speciality of Makkah for Muslims and for the pagan Arabs.
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Highlight
Notice the use of "maa" and not "mann" showing wonder and appreciation.
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Sticky Note
It either means Adam AS and his progeny, or Ibraheem AS and his progeny, or Ibraheem AS and his son Rasulullah SAW. like wonderful father and wonderful son. the true heir of this city and this place and yet you are being tortured here.
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harshness, exhaustion, comes from kabida, to have a pain in liver, to work so hard that you develop a pain in your muscle, in your stomach.He created humankind drowned in painful, exhausting difficulties.
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Humans will suffer one way or other. there is no getting away from it.Either you accept the Message or reject it, regardless of it you will have pain in this dunya. Those who reject Allah's boundry don't go pain free. It's not like they can have a jannah in this world either.
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Literally I burn so much cash!In context of Quraish, even in mushrik times they were the most generous of people specially in hajj times. but the practice was so corrupted that they would gamble with large amount of animals and then donate those. and then say pridefully that how much they gave away.Same mentality can be found in every time, where people talk about their expenses, in charity or otherwise, and take pride in it.
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plenty, thick, puffed up. Like I burnt fistfuls of gold.
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Sticky Note
has been interpreted three ways:1. does he think no one sees him?2. Does he think Allah doesn't sees him?3. Does he think no one sees through his boasting?
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Sticky Note
One of the specialities of the Makkan Quran is how it exposes the powerful but corrupt social icons of the time in just a couple of ayaat. and it cuts through to the heart of the matter. then it also brings common people in the mix by declaring that even the other people can see through them. and then it states about these social icons that they reject the truth of Rasulullah SAW? it left those people dumbfounded.
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these are rhetorical questions.
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Highlight
tongue, language.origin of the word: milsan, a trap on top of the door. they will put some meat there and use it as a booby trap.lisan in the old arabic meant to draw in someone for the kill, in other words language or words had the power in their eyes to draw in people, to take hold of them, to captivate them. they thought the most powerful weapon a human has is its words. 
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One meaning is that Allah is inviting people to have a good look at the land, their history, at Rasulullah SAW. Did they not see his character? his pureness? 
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If you think this Quran is not the word of Allah and just the word of Muhammad SAW, then hasn't Allah given you the same power of language and words? why dont you also make something comparable to it?Rasulullah SAW didn't bring an army, or might and power, all he brought was words. So defeat the words with words if you can. you are more in number than Rasulullah SAW alone, why don't you defeat him. you are ready to shed his blood, you are ready to violate the sanctity of your land yet the easiest solution would be to just bring words that defeat his words. why don't you do that?but your tongue is caught between the lips (you are not able to come up with a reply to this Quran)
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One interpretation of these ayaat is that Allah is inviting you to ponder over the miracles contained within your selves.
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huda here means telling you about the paths. One is good and the other evil, and He has told you about what is at the end of each. Huda here doesn't mean to guide as in to lead.

Naveera
Highlight
an elevated path/land which is not a mountain. it may be leading to a mountain but t is not a mountain itself. A gradual progression.Interesting to compare our lives with this word. Like a gradual progression upwards, the journey is going to become harder and harder the higher we climb (the older we get) but at the same time a person on an elevated land has a better field of view (older age brings more wisdom)the idea here is that no matter which path you are on (good or evil) the journey will be troublesome, getting more and more difficult with time. so if you have to go through a difficult path, why not choose the one which has goodness at the end of it?
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Another way of looking at these ayaat is that didn't Allah give you eyes to see the uniqueness of Rasulullah (SAW) and to see the right from the wrong? Didnt He give you a tongue and two lips so you could talk, so rather than attacking Rasulullah SAW go ask him questions if you can't understand something.
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One interpretation is that Allah guided you about two hills. One looks smoother, the looks difficult and steep. You are going to be tired either way you go. the hill which looks steep looks more difficult, and it looks like not many people have gone down this route, and when you want to take a plunge and take this route the others will tell you not to do it (meaning of iqtahama) So Allah is telling us that we are not taking the path which looks difficult but which has gardens at the end of it. We are not taking the plunge because of how people are trying to stop us.Practicing upon Islam looks like a strange decision. And Allah is talking about this person that he heard all the opposition and he didn't take the path.
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stormed, rushed, broke into, embarked on, defied
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Another interpretation (Selections from the glorious Quran) is that aqabah is the summit. SO untill you don't do the following acts you have not reached the summit of the hill which is leading you towards the good end. 
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raqaba = back of neck.One of the names of Allah is Al-Raqeeb.Raqeeb means shepherd. A shepherd who has dumb sheep, who are going over the cliff, and the shepherd herds them back.Allah says Allah is Raqeeb over you. He guides you back from cliff.
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popular meaning is freeing a slave. but it means freeing the neck, removing any burden which keeps the neck bowed down.So it can also apply to freeing people from debt, helping them against things which keep their head bowed.Allah says that the hardest thing is being fair to people.
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hungry due to extreme exhaustion. twofold meanings:1. feeding when the receiver is hungry.2. feeding when the giver is hungry/in need.in tough economical times people become less charitable.
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an orphan who is related to you or who lives near you, whom you see all the time.
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remember from earlier how they boasted about charity. Allah is saying that Allah doesn't need that fake stuff. this is what Allah wants you to do. to look after these people. Look after the real need cases from your family, from around you. not come at an event and boastfully donate.Discuss how in todays world charity organizations are doing the same thing.
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this "thumma" implies that being a humanitarian is not enough. You need imaan above and beyond all these humanitarian stuff. You started on this dangerous steep road, Allah gave you two eyes, you can not see Allah but you can see humans who are in need around you. And once your heart is softened towards humanity then you are ready for imaan. and then he encourages others towards patience and be kind towards them.
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you urge others to take the difficult road. sabr comes from sabeer which means an unbroken rock.when you have grit, when you are unbroken. when you keep on moving, churning without falling apart.Also discuss the three kinds of sabr.
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تواصى form 6, denoting reciprocal action.you are on this steep path and someone falls and you pull them up an you fall ad then pull you up all the wile you are encouraging each other to keep going keep on.
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as you are going on and you yourself are tired but you keep reminding yourself and others that we still need to be kind with others. this is the call of this Deen.
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yameen = right hand, honouryumn = righteouness.
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those who deny the ayaat of this surah, they deny Rasulullah, and also deny the rights of humanity.
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it also means the people of sadness, people of dissatisfaction.because they are not ready to put a smile on others faces, they themselves will not get happiness or satisfaction either. rather they will be people of deepest sadness themselves. when we help others we may think we are sacrificing our happiness for them, actually we are securing our own happiness through them.
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one implication could be that they led a closed life in dunya, not helping anyone, so they will be shut in fire (hell) they thought no one is watching them and now no one is watching them, they are shut in hell.
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this surah can be divided into three parts:1. the current state: Rasulullah SAw is being persecuted. and these people think there is no one watching them, no one will catch them. no one is ever going to get them.2. the call to change state: do these actions and you change your state.3. the future state: the end of those people who followed Rasulullah SAW way and of those who rejected it. 



Fire will be shut over them (i.e. they will be enveloped by the Fire without any opening or window or 
outlet. (20) 

MUFTI TAQI USMANI 

I swear by this city, and (O Prophet,) you are going to be allowed (to fight) in this city, and by the father 
and all those he begot, indeed We have created man (to live) in hard struggle. Does he think that no one 
has power over him? He says, “I have spent a lot of wealth.” Does he think that no one has seen him? 
Did We not make for him two eyes, and one tongue and two lips, and showed him the two ways? Yet he 
did not make his way through the steep course - And what may let you know what the steep course is? 
(It is) freeing of the neck of a slave, or giving food in a day of hunger to an orphan near of kin, or to a 
needy person lying in dust - then he did not join those who believe and advise each other to be patient 
and advise each other to be merciful. Those are the People of the Right Hand. (i.e. their books of deeds 
will be given in their right hands) As for those who reject Our verses, they are the People of the Left 
Hand. (i.e. their books of deeds will be given in their left hands.) Upon them will be the Fire, enveloping 
them with closed exits. 


	لا أُقسِمُ بِهـٰذَا البَلَدِ ﴿١﴾ وَأَنتَ حِلٌّ بِهـٰذَا البَلَدِ ﴿٢﴾ وَوالِدٍ وَما وَلَدَ ﴿٣﴾ لَقَد خَلَقنَا الإِنسانَ في كَبَدٍ ﴿٤﴾ أَيَحسَبُ أَن لَن يَقدِرَ عَلَيهِ أَحَدٌ ﴿٥﴾ يَقولُ أَهلَكتُ مالًا لُبَدًا ﴿٦﴾ أَيَحسَبُ أَن لَم يَرَهُ أَحَدٌ ﴿٧﴾ أَل...
	MUHSIN KHAN



