
Sura al-Lail 

 

ـِٰن الرَّحيمِ   بِسِم اللَّـهِ الرَّمح

َكرَ  َخلَقَ  َوما ﴾٢﴿ ََتَّلٰ  إِذا َوانلَّهارِ  ﴾١﴿َواللَّيِل إِذا يَغىٰش  نثٰ  اذلَّ
ُ
 إِنَّ  ﴾٣﴿ َواأل

ّما ﴾٤﴿ لََشّتٰ  َسعَيُكم
َ
عطىٰ  َمن فَأ

َ
َق  ﴾٥﴿ َواتَّقٰ  أ  ﴾٦﴿ بِاحُلسنٰ  َوَصدَّ

هُ  ُ ّما ﴾٧﴿ لِلُيِسىٰ  فََسُنَيِِسّ
َ
َب  ﴾٨﴿ َواسَتغنٰ  ََبَِل  َمن َوأ  ﴾٩﴿ بِاحُلسنٰ  َوَكذَّ

ُه لِلُعِسٰى فَ  ُ  َعلَينا إِنَّ  ﴾١١﴿ تََرّدىٰ  إِذا ماُلُ  َعنهُ  يُغن َوما ﴾١٠﴿َسُنَيِِسّ
نَذرتُُكم ﴾١٣﴿ َواألولٰ  لآَلِخَرةَ  نَلا ِإَونَّ  ﴾١٢﴿ لَلـُهدىٰ 

َ
ال  ﴾١٤﴿ تَلَّظىٰ  ناًرا فَأ

شَق 
َ
ي ﴾١٥﴿يَصالها إاِلَّ األ َب  اذلَّ   َوَسُيَجنَُّبَها ﴾١٦﴿ َوتََوّلٰ  َكذَّ

َ
 ﴾١٧﴿تَق األ

ي ّكٰ  ماَلُ  يُؤيت اذلَّ َحد   َوما ﴾١٨﴿ يَََتَ
َ
 ابتِغاءَ  إاِلَّ  ﴾١٩﴿ َُتزىٰ  نِعَمة   ِمن ِعنَدهُ  أِل

ِّهِ  وَجهِ  لعٰ  َرب
َ
﴾٢١﴿ يَرضٰ  َولََسوَف  ﴾٢٠﴿ األ  

 

MUHSIN KHAN 

By the night as it envelops; (1) And by the day as it appears in brightness; (2) And by Him Who created 

male and female; (3) Certainly, your efforts and deeds are diverse (different in aims and purposes); (4) 

As for him who gives (in charity) and keeps his duty to Allah and fears Him, (5) And believes in Al-Husna. 

(6) We will make smooth for him the path of ease (goodness). (7) But he who is greedy miser and thinks 

himself self-sufficient. (8) And gives the lie to Al-Husna (see Verse No: 6 footnote); (9) We will make 

smooth for him the path for evil; (10) And what will his wealth benefit him when he goes down (in 

destruction). (11) Truly! Ours it is (to give) guidance, (12) And truly, unto Us (belong) the last (Hereafter) 

and the first (this world). (13) Therefore I have warned you of a Fire blazing fiercely (Hell); (14) None 

shall enter it save the most wretched, (15) Who denies and turns away. (16) And Al-Muttaqun (the pious 

and righteous - see V. 2:2) will be far removed from it (Hell). (17) He who spends his wealth for increase 

Naveera
Sticky Note
meaning, the actions of the servants that they have performed are also opposites and diverse. Therefore, there are those who do good and there are those who do evil. 

Naveera
Sticky Note
This statement is like thestatement in surah  Inshiqaq, verse:'0 man, you have to work hard constantly to reach your Lord.which has already been explained in that Surah. The sense is that man, by his nature, is used to making efforts for one objective or another. But the nature and the results of these efforts are different.

Naveera
Sticky Note
It is reported in a Tradition that the Messenger of Allah SAW said: "Each morning when a man gets up, he goes to conduct his business and keeps himself busy. His business is either successful and emancipates himself from Hell, or unsuccessful and his efforts become the cause of his destruction."

Naveera
Sticky Note
humankind is divided into two groups based on their deeds and each groups' three characteristics have been explained.

Naveera
Highlight
literally denotes 'ease and comfort' or a thing in which there is no difficulty, but here it also refers to "Paradise"

Naveera
Highlight
literally denotes 'extreme distress, referring to "Hell"

Naveera
Sticky Note
By right, here it should have been said that the deeds of Paradise or Hell are made easy for them, because 'easy' or 'difficult' qualify deeds, and not personsor people.But the Quran says that the people or the people themselves will be made easy to do the deeds. This probably implies that the first group will be predisposed to behave in a particular way that behaving otherwise will make them feel uneasy. The second group will be predisposed to behave in a way that will make them feel comfortable to do deeds of Hell, and they will feel uneasy doing deeds of Paradise. Each of these two groups will have their own nature and predisposition, and will find it easier to behave in that particular way.A Hadeeth confirms that the Messenger of Allah said:"Perform deeds, for everyone will have the deeds of what he was created for [Paradise or Hell] made easy for him. Those people who are the people of happiness, they will have the deeds of the people of happiness made easy for them. And those who are the people of misery, they will have the deeds of the people of misery made easy for them."But both these things are the results of the use of the God-given choice and free will. Therefore, man is rewarded or punished.

Naveera
Highlight
literally denotes 'to fall into a pit and perish'.

Naveera
Sticky Note
read about Muslims entering Jahannam in MQ.Also a note about sahabah being forbidden from Jahannam in MQ.

Naveera
Sticky Note
Many of the scholars of Tafsir have mentioned that these Ayat were revealed about Abu Bakr As-Siddiq. Some of them even mentioned that there is a consensus among the Qur'anic commentators concerning this. There is no doubt that he is included in the meaning of these Ayat, and that he is the most deserving of the Ummah to be described with these characteristics in general, for indeed, the wording of these Ayat is general.

Naveera
Sticky Note
Mustadrak of Hakim records that it was a usual practice of Sayyidna Abu Bakr that he used to purchase Muslim slaves from the disbelievers and set them free whenever he found them in their bondage. Generally, these people were weak and helpless. Abu Qahafah, the father of Abu Bakr, said to him:"Since you are emancipating slaves, why do you not set free strong and brave people, so that they may assist you in fighting the enemies and protect you." He replied: "My purpose of  emancipating them is not to expect any benefit in return. My only purpose is to seek the pleasure of Allah." [Mazhari]

Naveera
Sticky Note
Al-Bukhari recorded from `Ali bin Abi Talib that they (the Companions) were with the Messenger of Allah at the cemetery of Baqi` Al-Gharqad for a funeral, when the Prophet said,«مَا مِنْكُمْ مِنْ أَحَدٍ إِلَّا وَقَدْ كُتِبَ مَقْعَدُهُ مِنَ الْجَنَّةِ وَمَقْعَدُهُ مِنَ النَّار»(There is none among you except that his place has already been written, a seat in Paradise and a seat in the Hellfire.) They said, "O Messenger of Allah! Should we depend on this'' He replied,«اعْمَلُوا ، فَكُلٌّ مُيَسَّرٌ لِمَا خُلِقَ لَه»(Perform deeds for everyone will have the deeds of what he was created for (Paradise or Hell) made easy for him.) Then he recited the Ayah﴿فَأَمَّا مَنْ أَعْطَى وَاتَّقَى - وَصَدَّقَ بِالْحُسْنَى - فَسَنُيَسِّرُهُ لِلْيُسْرَى ﴾(As for him who gives and has Taqwa, and believes in Al-Husna. We will make smooth for him the path of ease.)'' until the Ayah:﴿لِلْعُسْرَى﴾(previous surah told us that the default end for which humankind is created is Jannah. )

Naveera
Sticky Note
"This means, We will explain what is lawful and what is prohibited.'' Others have said that it means, "Whoever traverses upon the path of guidance, then he will reach Allah (i.e., in the Hereafter).'' They consider this Ayah like Allah's saying,﴿وَعَلَى اللَّهِ قَصْدُ السَّبِيلِ﴾And upon Allah is the responsibility to explain the Straight path. This has been mentioned by Ibn Jarir.

Naveera
Highlight
Mujahid said, "Blazing.'' reach the highest intensity fire can reach, couldn't possibly be any hotter.red hot.

Naveera
Sticky Note
 Imam Ahmad recorded from Simak bin Harb that he heard An-Nu`man bin Bashir giving a sermon, in which he said, "I heard the Messenger of Allah giving a sermon, in which he said:«أَنْذَرْتُكُمُ النَّار»(I have warned you of the Fire.) And he said it in such a voice that if a man was in the marketplace he could hear it from where I am standing now. And he said it (with such force) that the garment that was on his shoulder fell down to his feet.'' Imam Ahmad recorded from Abu Ishaq that he heard An-Nu`man bin Bashir giving a sermon, in which he said, "I heard the Messenger of Allah saying,«إِنَّ أَهْوَنَ أَهْلِ النَّارِ عَذَابًا يَوْمَ الْقِيَامَةِ رَجُلٌ تُوضَعُ فِي أَخْمَصِ قَدَمَيْهِ جَمْرَتَانِ يَغْلِي مِنْهُمَا دِمَاغُه»(Verily, the person to be punished lightest of the people of the Fire on the Day of Judgement will be a man who will have placed on the soles of his feet two coals that will cause his brain to boil.)'' Imam Al-Bukhari also recorded this narration. Muslim recorded that Abu Ishaq narrated from An-Nu`man bin Bashir that the Messenger of Allah said,«إِنَّ أَهْوَنَ أَهْلِ النَّارِ عَذَابًا مَنْ لَهُ نَعْلَانِ وَشِرَاكَانِ مِنْ نَارٍ يَغْلِي مِنْهُمَا دِمَاغُهُ كَمَا يَغْلِي الْمِرْجَلُ، مَا يَرَى أَنَّ أَحَدًا أَشَدُّ مِنْهُ عَذَابًا، وَإِنَّهُ لَأَهْوَنُهُمْ عَذَابًا»(Verily, the lightest punishment received by the people of the Hellfire will be a man who will have two sandals whose straps will be made of fire that will cause his brain to boil just as a cauldron boils. Yet he will not think that anyone is receiving a torment more severe than him, even though he will be receiving the lightest punishment of them.)

Naveera
Sticky Note
Imam Ahmad recorded from Simak bin Harb that he heard An-Nu`man bin Bashir giving a sermon, in which he said, "I heard the Messenger of Allah giving a sermon, in which he said:«أَنْذَرْتُكُمُ النَّار»(I have warned you of the Fire.) And he said it in such a voice that if a man was in the marketplace he could hear it from where I am standing now. And he said it (with such force) that the garment that was on his shoulder fell down to his feet.''

Naveera
Sticky Note
Imam Ahmad recorded from Abu Hurayrah that the Messenger of Allah said,«كُلُّ أُمَّتِي يَدْخُلُ الْجَنَّـةَ يَوْمَ الْقِيَامَةِ إِلَّا مَنْ أَبَى»(All of my followers will enter Paradise on the Day of Judgement except for whoever refuses.) They (the Companions) said, "Who would refuse, O Messenger of Allah'' He replied,«مَنْ أَطَاعَنِي دَخَلَ الْجَنَّةَ، وَمَنْ عَصَانِي فَقَدْ أَبَى»(Whoever obeys me, he will enter Paradise, and whoever disobeys me, then he has refused.)

Naveera
Sticky Note
And in the Two Sahihs it is recorded that the Messenger of Allah said,«مَنْ أَنْفَقَ زَوْجَيْنِ فِي سَبِيلِ اللهِ دَعَتْهُ خَزَنَةُ الْجَنَّةِ يَاعَبْدَاللهِ، هَذَا خَيْر»(Whoever equipped two riding animals in the way of Allah, the Gatekeepers of Paradise will call to him saying, "O servant of Allah! This is good.'') So Abu Bakr said, "O Messenger of Allah! The one who is called from them will not have any need. Will there be anyone who will be called from all of them'' The Prophet replied,«نَعَمْ ، وَأَرْجُو أَنْ تَكُونَ مِنْهُم»(Yes, and I hope that you will be one of them.) 

Naveera
Sticky Note
The Surah distinguishes between two different lifestyles and explains the contrast between their ultimate ends. In view of the subject matter this Surah consists of two parts.The first part [Ayaat 1–11], points out that the striving of mankind is as divergent as the day is from the night, and the male is from the female. This is based on their moral characteristics. Then the Surah goes on to explain three moral characteristics of two kinds, as an illustration from a vast collection of man’s strivings. These have been described in such terse sentences that they move the heart as soon as one hears them.

Naveera
Sticky Note
He who is charitable, God-fearing and believes in an ideology which is synonymous with ultimate good has indeed done his best to purify himself, seeking right guidance. Hence, he deserves the help and grace of Allah subhanahu wa ta`ala. He whose path to perfect ease and comfort is made smooth by Allah achieves something great. Such a person achieves this great goal in this life without difficulty. He lives in ease. His situation, his living, his dealing with others, his worship, everything becomes easy for him. Success and contentment become the distinctive mark of his life.

Naveera
Sticky Note
On the other hand, he who sacrifices nothing of himself or his wealth, professes that he is in no need of His Lord or His guidance and disbelieves in His message and religion, makes himself vulnerable to evil. For so doing he deserves that everything should be made hard for him. Hence, Allah subhanahu wa ta`ala makes easy his path to affliction, and withholds from him all kinds of help. Allah subhanahu wa ta`ala makes every stride he takes hard, drives him away from the path of right guidance, and leaves him to traverse the valleys of misery, although he may imagine himself to be taking the road to success. How greatly mistaken he is!He loses balance: thus he tries to avoid falling only to go down heavily, and finds himself further away from the path set by Allah subhanahu wa ta`ala, deprived of His pleasure. Facilitating evil and sin is the same as facilitating the way to affliction, even though the sinful may be successful and prosperous in this life. For is there any affliction worse than hell? Indeed, hell is affliction itself?

Naveera
Sticky Note
One aspect of Allah’s grace and mercy to His servants is that He has taken it upon Himself to provide clear guidance that is readily acceptable to human nature, and to explain it as well through His messages and messengers, and by means of the signs He has provided. Thus, no one has a valid argument for deviation, and no one will suffer injustice.

Naveera
Sticky Note
This surah resembles sura Shams before it and sura Duha after it, but is unique in certain things. It describes the tension between the human struggle and the Divine will very beautifully.

Naveera
Sticky Note
discuss few ahadeeth from ibn Katheer, which reminded everyone of this surah. Like the incident of the person with date orchard who was offered the date plam in jannah. and Abu Bakr freeing slaves.

Naveera
Highlight
what it covers is mentioned in the last surah already.

Naveera
Highlight
when it is in full glory.

Naveera
Sticky Note
in the previous surah, Allah mentioned the contrast and balance within our selves, our nafs and conciousness. in this surah, Allah mentions the contrast in our outer forms, male and female two distinct creations.

Naveera
Sticky Note
In Quran in many places men and women are compared to day and night. both are completely different from each other yet both compliment each other and both are necessary to create a balance which nurtures life. night is associated with tranquility and peace, of sakan. day on the other hand is all about activity and responsibilities. this is how the relationship between husband and wife should be. there must find peace and tranquility with each other and on the other hand take care of work and responsibilities together too. you cant have just night, (just peace and romance) you also have to have day (comradeship in the face of life and responsibilities).
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Highlight
mudhakkar is used for strength, for sword, toughness, rigidity, non flexible, hard and strong. hard rain is also called dhakar. Men are called this because they are much more tough physically and emotionally.

Naveera
Highlight
the fat on the thighs of a horse, a patch of land which is ripe for growth, soft, easy to work with, flexibility, comfort, able to bear life.it doesn't mean that women cant be tough or men cant be soft, it means that for a relationship to work they have to have their distinct qualities and some merging of the qualities like when day turns into night and when night turns into day.

Naveera
Highlight
something spread out, something different, separarted. 

Naveera
Highlight
to give as much as you can. notice no mention of give what or to whom. it encapsulates a giving personality. give whatever and whenever you can.

Naveera
Sticky Note
you are good to humanity and you are good to Allah. humanitarians and good people without the consiousness of Allah will still not lead you to the right destination. In order to attain the ultimate good, we must attain all three.

Naveera
Sticky Note
the most beautiful thing, the truth.you could be a good person, a charitable person, a consciousness of God, but reluctant to accept the truth (Islam) due to pride, fear etc. then you are still not in the right direction.if we accept the truth, despite social pressure or pride etc. that is the ultimate goodness, completing the other two qualities. 

Naveera
Highlight
something solid, which doesn't budge. to accept the truth even if it is a hard truth.

Naveera
Sticky Note
When he sees the most beautiful truth he accepts it immediately, come what may. Some mufassiroon say that this surah is about Abu BAkr RA and it was his characteristic, that as soon as he realized the truth of Rasulullah SAW 's prophethood, he immediately accepted. without stopping to thing of implications and consequences.

Naveera
Sticky Note
we will facilitate and strengthen and ease him towards the ultimate ease. compare with the repeated mention of toil and trouble humankind is born into and then Allah tells us that with these qualities in you, Allah will make the path towards the ultimate ease easy for you. Allah will give you the strength to traverse this path.Another meaning is that having these qualities is actually Allah making the path easy for us. these gifts are given to us by Allah to make our path easy for us.The more you make these difficult decisions  (giving, and piety and accepting hard truths) Allah will keep making things easier and easier for you.
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Highlight
holding back something that wants to come out. miserly, the wealth wants to leave you and you are holding it in. 
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Highlight
to be concious, to be careful, to protect yourself.

Naveera
Highlight
to feel they have no need, to be carefree, they dont feel they have a need to please Allah. they simply dont care.

Naveera
Sticky Note
opposite of saddaqa.

Naveera
Sticky Note
the three steps towards goodness were difficult in themselves, but they end up making life easier for you. the three steps towards badness are ease in themselves, but they end up making things difficult for you.
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Highlight
compare the same root letters as istaghna

Naveera
Sticky Note
guidance is of two kinds. if we asked someone for the way, he could tell us the directions or he could accompany us. Guidance from Allah is also either the information about how to protect yourself (which has been given to each and every soul) but once you take even a single step following these directions, Allah comes with you and takes you personally. He will be with you till the end, thats why HE mentions Aakhirah and the beginning in the next ayah.Allah says He will take us to the end and when we reach there and look back we will realize that Allah was there with us since the beginning.but notice the balance between effort and guidance, we have to take the first step then Allah will accompany us. just like the balance between night and day, and men and women.

Naveera
Sticky Note
Example:if you read that you will get a ticket if you cross a red light, that could mean there are other ways of getting a ticket too. but if it says the only who cross a red light will get a ticket.so only the most wretched will enter fire. who are these most wretched?

Naveera
Sticky Note
those who reject truth as brought by Rasulullah SAW.

Naveera
Highlight
istaghna leads you to tawalla.
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Sticky Note
compare to "la yaslaaha....." that means there alatqa are one of those who are kept away, but others who are not the best will also be kept away from the fire.we are not alatqa, like Abu Bakr, but we still have hope.

Naveera
Sticky Note
when giving away charity he is not thinking about whom he is giving to, he thinks about himself, and how charity is cleaning himself.

Naveera
Sticky Note
no strings attached.

Naveera
Sticky Note
compare the usage of rabb and alaa. when Abu Bakr is freeing slave, he is a slave who is trying to please his High Master.

Naveera
Sticky Note
he is doing the charity so he can see Allah's face on that day, and Allah says he will be given what he wants.



in self-purification, (18) And have in his mind no favour from anyone for which a reward is expected in 

return, (19) Except only the desire to seek the Countenance of his Lord, the Most High; (20) He surely 

will be pleased (when he will enter Paradise). (21) 

 

MUFTI TAQI USMANI 

I swear by the night when it covers (the sun), and by the day when it unveils itself, and by the One who 
created the male and the female, your efforts are diverse: As for the one who gives (in charity) and fears 
Allah, and believes in the best (religion), We will facilitate for him the way to extreme ease (i.e. the 
comforts of Paradise). But the one who is miser and deems himself self-sufficient, and rejects the best 
(religion), We will facilitate for him the way to extreme distress. And his wealth will not help him when 
he will fall down (into Hell). Of course, it is undertaken by Us to guide, and in Our control is the 
Hereafter and the worldly life. So I have warned you of a blazing fire. None will enter it but the wretched 
one, who rejected (the truth) and turned away (from it). And saved from it will be the most God-fearing 
one, who gives his wealth (in charity) to become purified, while no one has conferred any favour on him 
for which he would give a return, but (he gave his wealth in charity) only to seek the Countenance of his 
Lord, the Most High. And surely he will soon be happy. 




