UT Southwestern
Medical Center

CONVERGENCE
Scilence-of-medicine themes as content drivers for
Interprofessional education

Kristine E. Kamm?, Kim Hoggatt Krumwiede? and Angela P. Mihalic3
UT Southwestern Graduate School of Biomedical Sciences?!, UT Southwestern School of Health Professions?, UT Southwestern Medical School®

Convergence Curriculum is Focused on Science-of-Medicine Themes

Background: We implemented an interprofessional education (IPE) curriculum, Convergence, aimed at first-year medical, health
professions and graduate students. Roles, responsibilities, behavioral styles, and aspects of teamwork are taught in the context
of an annual science-of-medicine theme. Initially, we saw significant gains in attitude, but small or no gains in knowledge, as
assessed by pre- and post-Convergence knowledge probes. We were thus challenged to improve student learning and our
assessment of it.
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Methods: To improve knowledge gains we brought focus to the science-of-medicine theme by developing case studies on the
specific disease topic and translational research of the theme’s keynote speaker. Each school held pre-sessions on the topic.
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students from all schools were better prepared to understand and appreciate the presentation. Gains in knowledge were
significantly greater for all groups when comparing results before (Obesity and Aging themes) and after (Medical Genetics and
Innate Immunity themes) our intervention. Combined results for pre- to post-probe fold increases were 1.069 + 0.031 (n=6)
before and 1.394 + 0.060 (n=6) after the innovation (p<0.001).
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Discussion: Knowledge gains in different areas (science-of-medicine topic, behavioral styles and teamwork) across three schools
suggest that focused, theme-based content provides a productive medium for IPE.  This may represent a good educational
strategy for other efforts with IPE in the healthcare arena. For example, this strategy could be useful with multidisciplinary
students looking into biotech innovation (engineers, business, scientists, etc.), or public health policy (physicians, nurses,

educators, policy-makers, etc.).
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1) improve understanding of and respect for the roles of other health
professionals,
enhance interprofessional communication, and

increase knowledge of effective teamwork.
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Convergence Curriculum

Goals are addressed by small interprofessional groups of first-year students.

Students are introduced to the theme and topic in their
school’s learning community before joint sessions in
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« Strong institutional support is essential for any IPE project.




	Slide Number 1

