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The focus of CLARION is interprofessional collaboration, and the student board reflects that in its makeup and recruitment. Students 
across the AHC  interested in being a part of CLARION are invited to apply to be on the student board, regardless of their previous 
participation in the local or national case competitions. The student board is comprised of students across several health professions. 
During the 2017-2018 school year, the student board consisted of students studying health administration, nursing, public health, 
health informatics, pharmacy, and medicine. 

Within the student board, committees have been created to provide students with the opportunity to contribute in different forms. 
Although each member has an assigned position and is the point person for their committee, students frequently collaborate and work 
across committees to accomplish the board’s goals.

Student Board 
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Friday Night at the ER
Friday Night at the ER is a trademarked game that has been used 
across the globe as an exercise for collaboration and team building. 
Student board members are tasked with finding the space, 
promoting, and setting up the game for attendees to play. Attendees 
spend the night going through the emergency department simulation 
game and board members lead a discussion afterwards about 
students’ experience playing the game, and how it serves as an 
example of the challenges and interprofessional work that happens 
in the real world.  

Interprofessional Dinner
The Interprofessional Dinner is an opportunity for local health 
professionals to visit the AHC and discuss the role interprofessional 
collaboration plays in their work. Board members use their personal 
networks and connections with professionals to find energetic and 
passionate presenters to spend an evening enjoying dinner with 
students and discussing their work. Board members develop an 
evaluation survey for attendees at the dinner to provide feedback as 
well as suggest improvements, topics, and presenters for the 
following year. 

Annual Local Activities 

CLARION (CLinician Administrator Relationship Improvement OrganizatioN) is a student-led, faculty/staff-advised committee within the 
Center for Health Interprofessional Programs at the University of Minnesota (UMN). It was founded at the UMN in 2001 when two 
friends, one in medical school and one studying healthcare administration, realized that though they were expected to work closely 
together in their careers, they actually knew very little about each other’s curriculum or professions. CLARION was then created as an 
opportunity for students across the Academic Health Center (AHC) to collaborate and work together on sample cases that focus on real 
world issues. In 2005, CLARION expanded into a national competition; over 20 universities across the nation have participated in the 
competition, many of which consistently send students to participate in the competition from year to year. 

CLARION’s mission is to empower health professions students to work together to build a better healthcare system and this is 
exemplified by its student board. The CLARION Student Board plays an integral role in the sustainability and success of the local 
activities at the UMN and the national competition. Students work together to put on an interprofessional competition while gaining 
interprofessional collaboration experience themselves. The following sections outline the different components and responsibilities of 
the student board. 

CLARION was founded 17 years ago and continues to grow and 
evolve on the University of Minnesota campus and at participating 
schools around the nation. In the future we hope to see more:
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from the Center for Health Interprofessional Programs for their 
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AHC Office of Education for their support to attend the Nexus 
Summit, faculty advisors Don Uden and Justine Mishek for their 
guidance, and CLARION student board members of the past and 
present for helping the organization become what it is today.  
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CLARION Leadership Structure

Local competition 
Student board members are an integral part of the success of the 
local case competition. Students take the lead on development of 
recruitment materials, participant recruitment and retention, 
finding and securing expert judges for the competition, setting the 
schedule, and assigning roles for the day of the competition. Board 
members are eligible to compete if they have not participated in 
the competition in the past, and their roles are adjusted 
accordingly to ensure that they do not have an unfair advantage. 

National competition 
For the national competition, student board members assist with 
event logistics and serve as liaisons for competing teams. Board 
members have the opportunity to interact with the judges and 
take part in the judge deliberations and debriefing sessions with 
faculty advisors that come with the teams.
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