
Ephesians 5:25-32
Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her, 26 that he might 
sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, 27 so that he might present the 
church to himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy and 
without blemish. 28 In the same way husbands should love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves 
his wife loves himself. 29 For no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as 
Christ does the church, 30 because we are members of his body. 31 “Therefore a man shall leave his 
father and mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.” 32 This mystery is 
profound, and I am saying that it refers to Christ and the church.

God created marriage for many reasons. But the central one is that it would reveal the unique 
relationship between Christ and the Church.

Ephesians 5:32
This mystery is profound, and I am saying that it refers to Christ and the church.

Jesus talks about this in Matthew 22:1-2

Matthew 22:1-2
And again Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying, 2 “The kingdom of heaven may be 
compared to a king who gave a wedding feast for his son,

Apostle John writes of this in Revelation 19:6-9

Revelation 19:6-9
Then I heard what seemed to be the voice of a great multitude, like the roar of many waters and 
like the sound of mighty peals of thunder, crying out, “Hallelujah! For the Lord our God the 
Almighty reigns. 7 Let us rejoice and exult and give him the glory, for the marriage of the Lamb 
has come, and his Bride has made herself ready;  8 it was granted her to clothe herself with fine 
linen, bright and pure”—for the fine linen is the righteous deeds of the saints. 9 And the angel 
said to me, “Write this: Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb.” 
And he said to me, “These are the true words of God.”

I would like to direct our meditation this morning toward knowing and experiencing the jealous and 
tenacious love of Jesus for his bride.
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Divine jealousy filled Paul for the saints in Corinth

2 Corinthians 11:2-3
For I feel a divine jealousy for you, since I betrothed you to one husband, to present you as a 
pure virgin to Christ. 3 But I am afraid that as the serpent deceived Eve by his cunning, your 
thoughts will be led astray from a sincere and pure devotion to Christ.

Revelation of the Love of the Lord for his people in Hosea 
First of the minor prophets.
Contemporary of Isaiah.
Names mean salvation - same as Joshua and Jesus

Hosea 1:2
When the Lord first spoke through Hosea, the Lord said to Hosea, “Go, take to yourself a wife of 
whoredom and have children of whoredom, for the land commits great whoredom by forsaking the 
Lord.”

Hosea 3:1-3
And the Lord said to me, “Go again, love a woman who is loved by another man and is an adulteress, 
even as the Lord loves the children of Israel, though they turn to other gods and love cakes of raisins.” 2 
So I bought her for fifteen shekels of silver and a homer and a lethech of barley. 3 And I said to her, “You 
must dwell as mine for many days. You shall not play the whore, or belong to another man; so will I also 
be to you.”

Hosea 2:14-23
“Therefore, behold, I will allure her, and bring her into the wilderness, and speak tenderly to her. 15 And 
there I will give her her vineyards and make the Valley of Achor a door of hope. And there she shall 
answer as in the days of her youth, as at the time when she came out of the land of Egypt. 16 “And in 
that day, declares the Lord, you will call me ‘My Husband,’ and no longer will you call me ‘My Baal.’ 17 
For I will remove the names of the Baals from her mouth, and they shall be remembered by name no 
more. 18 And I will make for them a covenant on that day with the beasts of the field, the birds of the 
heavens, and the creeping things of the ground. And I will abolish the bow, the sword, and war from the 
land, and I will make you lie down in safety. 19 And I will betroth you to me forever. I will betroth you to 
me in righteousness and in justice, in steadfast love and in mercy. 20 I will betroth you to me in 
faithfulness. And you shall know the Lord. 21 “And in that day I will answer, declares the Lord, I will 
answer the heavens, and they shall answer the earth, 22 and the earth shall answer the grain, the wine, 
and the oil, and they shall answer Jezreel, 23 and I will sow her for myself in the land. And I will have 
mercy on No Mercy, and I will say to Not My People, ‘You are my people’; and he shall say, ‘You are my 
God.’”

Hosea 11:1-3, 8-10
When Israel was a child, I loved him, and out of Egypt I called my son. 2 The more they were called, the 
more they went away; they kept sacrificing to the Baals and burning offerings to idols. 3 Yet it was I who 
taught Ephraim to walk; I took them up by their arms, but they did not know that I healed them.

8 How can I give you up, O Ephraim? How can I hand you over, O Israel? How can I make you like 
Admah? How can I treat you like Zeboiim? My heart recoils within me; my compassion grows warm and 
tender. 9 I will not execute my burning anger; I will not again destroy Ephraim; for I am God and not a 
man, the Holy One in your midst, and I will not come in wrath.
10 They shall go after the Lord; he will roar like a lion; when he roars, his children shall come trembling 
from the west;

!

Page 2 of 3  NewLifeEquip.com/?p=1727

http://www.NewLifeEquip.com/?p=1727
http://www.NewLifeEquip.com/?p=1727


The Lord is coming after us. Here are some encouragements for you to grow in your love for the Lord.

1. We love him in direct proportion to our receiving and experiencing his love

1 John 4:19
We love because he first loved us.

2. You need to know the "much more" of God's love for you

Romans 5:6-10
For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7 For one will scarcely 
die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person one would dare even to die— 8 
but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 9 Since, 
therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, much more shall we be saved by him from 
the wrath of God. 10 For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of his 
Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by his life.

3. Reaching and experiencing the fullness of God's presence is connected to our knowing experientially 
his love

Ephesians 3:18-19 (Amplified version)
That you may have the power and be strong to apprehend and grasp with all the saints [God’s 
devoted people, the experience of that love] what is the breadth and length and height and 
depth [of it]; 19 [That you may really come] to know [practically, through experience for 
yourselves] the love of Christ, which far surpasses mere knowledge [without experience]; that 
you may be filled [through all your being] unto all the fullness of God [may have the richest 
measure of the divine Presence, and become a body wholly filled and flooded with God Himself]!

4. Knowing the love of God is a fear killer in our lives and produces the confidence needed to overcome 
the enemy

1 John 4:18
There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear. For fear has to do with punishment, and 
whoever fears has not been perfected in love.
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