
Apostrophes Capitalization

MLA Citation

Commas

Colons and Semicolons

Hyphens

1.L.1F Use frequently occurring adjectives
1.L.1H Use determiners 
2.L.1E Use adjectives and adverbs, and choose 

between them depending on what is to be 
modified 

3.L.1G Form and use comparative and superlative 
adjectives and adverbs, and choose between 
them depending on what’s to be modified

4.L.1D Order adjectives within sentences according to 
conventional patterns

Active/Passive Voice

Adjectives and Articles and Adverbs

K.L.2A Capitalize the first word in a sentence and the 
pronoun I. 

1.L.2A Capitalize dates and names of people
2.L.2A Capitalize holidays, product names, and 

geographic names
3.L.2A Capitalize appropriate words in titles
4.L.2A Use correct capitalization 
5.L.2D Use underlining, quotation marks, and italics to 

indicate titles of works

1.L.1C Use singular and plural nouns with matching 
verbs in basic sentences

3.L.1F Ensure subject-verb agreement

2.L.2C Use an apostrophe to form contractions and 
frequently occurring possessives 

3.L.2D Form and use possessives 

Subject-Verb Agreement

1.L.2C Use commas in dates and to separate single 
words in a series 

3.L.2B Use commas in addresses 
5.L.2A Use punctuation to separate items in a series 
5.L.2B Use a comma to separate an introductory 

element from the rest of the sentence 
5.L.2C Use a comma to set off the words yes and no, to 

set off a tag question from the rest of the 
sentence, and to indicate direct address 

7.L.2A Use a comma to separate coordinate adjectives
8.L.2A Use punctuation to indicate a pause or break

4.L.1G Correctly use frequently confused words

Commonly Confused Words

2.L.1F Produce, expand, and rearrange complete 
simple and compound sentences

6.L.3A Vary sentence patters for meaning, reading/
listener interest, and style

8.L.1B Form and use verbs in the active and passive 
voice

8.L.1D Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in 
verb voice and mood

8.L.3A Use verbs in the active and passive voice to 
achieve particular effects 

11/12.L.2A Vary syntax for effect

9/10.L.1A Use parallel structure 

Parallelism

9/10.L.2A Use a semicolon to link two or more closely 
related independent clauses 

9/10.L.2B Use a colon to introduce a list or quotation

11/12.L.2A Observe hyphenation conventions 

9/10.L.3A Write and edit work so that it conforms to the 
guidelines in a style manual appropriate for the 
discipline and writing type
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1.L.1E Use verbs to convey a sense of past, present, 
and future

2.L.1D Form and use past test of frequently occurring 
irregular verbs

3.L.1D Form and use regular and irregular plural verbs
3.L.1E Form and use simple verb tenses 
4.L.1B Form and use the progressive verb tenses 
5.L.1B Form and use the perfect verb tenses 
5.L.1C Use verb tense to convey various times, 

sequences, states, and conditions 
5.L.1D Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in 

verb tense

Verb Tense

Pronoun Case

Sentences and Fragments

3.L.1F Ensure pronoun-antecedent agreement
6.L.1C Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in 

pronoun number and person
6.L.1D Recognize and correct vague pronouns

Pronoun Agreement

Clauses and Phrases
Misplaced/Dangling Modifiers

Conjunctions

1.L.1B Use common, proper, and possessive nouns
2.L.1A Use collective nouns 
3.L.1B Form and use frequently occurring irregular 

plural nouns
3.L1C Use abstract nouns

Nouns

3.L.1I Produce simple, compound, and complex 
sentences

3.L.3A Choose words and phrases for effect 
4.L.1A Use relative pronouns and relative adverbs
4.L.1E Form and use prepositional phrases 
5.L.1A Explain the function of conjunctions, 

prepositions, and interjections in general and 
their function in particular sentences 

6.L.2.A Use punctuation to set off nonrestrictive/
parenthetical elements 

7.L.1A Explain the function of phrases and clauses in 
general and their function in specific sentences 

7.L.1B Choose among simple, compound, complex, 
and compound-complex sentences to signal 
differing relationships among ideas 

8.L.1A Explain the function of verbals in general and 
their function in specific sentences 

9/10.L.1B Use various types of phrases and clauses to 
convey specific meaning and add variety and 
interest to writing and presentations 

1.L.1G Use frequently occurring conjunctions 
3.L.1H Use coordinating and subordinating 

conjunctions
4.L.2C Use a comma before a coordinating conjunction 

in a compound sentence
5.L1.E Use correlative conjunctions 

1.L.1D Use personal, possessive, and indefinite 
pronouns

2.L.1C Use reflexive pronouns
6.L.1A Ensure that pronouns are in the proper case
6.L.1B Use intensive pronouns

3.L.2C Use commas and quotation marks in dialogue
4.L.2B Use commas and quotation marks to mark direct 

speech and quotations from text 

Quote Transitions

7.L.1C Place phrases and clauses within a sentence, 
recognizing and correcting misplaced and 
dangling modifiers 

4.L.1F Produce complete sentences, recognizing and 
correcting inappropriate fragments and run-ons
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