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Suspicious that a strange man down the street might be a child molester? 
Checking him out could soon be as easy as looking at a statewide list. Or logging on to your home computer. 
The N.C. Senate voted 47-0 Wednesday to start a statewide registry of convicted sex offenders, open it to 
the public and post the list - with photos - on the Internet.  
The bill would extend the registration requirement to people who abduct children. It would create a second 
list of sexual predators whose whereabouts would have to be verified by law enforcement officials every 90 
days until a judge decides they're no longer a danger. And it would push the penalty for offenders who don't 
sign up from a misdemeanor to a felony. 
"It makes our law much stronger and offers more protection," said Sen. Fountain Odom, D-Mecklenburg, the 
bill's main sponsor. "It's not a cure-all. It's a big step in the right direction." 
The bill, which would take effect April 1, is also expected to pass the House; Gov. Jim Hunt plans to sign it. 
The Senate has already passed a budget that includes $673,000 more a year to hire 21 probation-parole 
officers to supervise the registered sex offenders. 
North Carolina has required sex offenders to register with their local sheriffs since January 1996. More than 
95 percent of sex offenders released from prison have registered as they're supposed to: 1,199 so far, 105 of 
them in Mecklenburg County. 
People convicted of rape, incest and sex offenses involving children are required to sign up and give their 
addresses, driver's license numbers, photos and fingerprints. 
But those lists are kept county by county, and the countywide lists are available only to schools and groups 
that work with children, the disabled and the elderly. Individuals must go to the sheriff with the name of 
someone they suspect. 
The new proposal would make the registry far more accessible. 
With a written request and check for copying and mailing fees, anyone could get the entire list for their coun-
ty - or for the entire state. The state Justice Department also plans to put the list on its computer Web site. 
Odom said making the information easier to get will let people "exercise their own protection for their neigh-
borhoods and their families." 
"It's not punishment as much as the ability to be vigilant," he said. 
Child advocate Larry King of Charlotte welcomed improvement in the way officials track sex offenders, but 
wondered how long a conviction's stigma would stick. 
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An offender could ask a judge to lift the registry requirement after 10 years if the person hasn't been con-
victed of another sex offense. 
"I believe the public has a right to know when dangerous predators are living in their communities," said King, 
director of the Council for Children. "But how you distinguish between a dangerous predator and someone 
who has successfully completed treatment brings questions to my mind." 
Chris Teat, director of Charlotte's Family Center, cheered the provision for making offenders' names availa-
ble to anyone who asks. Without it, she said, children are at greater risk from repeat offenders. 
Rita Smith, a Transylvania County child-victim investigator, said the bill should cover crimes committed be-
fore the existing law took effect in January 1996. 
"I don't think making the list public is the answer," Smith said. "I think making the law retroactive is the an-
swer." 
Such a provision might have spared two McDowell County girls, ages 12 and 13, who police say were raped 
by a man with 1994 convictions on two counts of third-degree sexual contact. Frederick Marine, who was not 
required to register, was charged last month in the McDowell County cases. 
All 50 states have enacted laws requiring sex offenders to register with authorities. 
In South Carolina, February statistics showed 2,263 registered offenders. Legislators altered the S.C. law 
last year to allow sheriffs to release offenders' names on request. 
A federal database, mandated last year to track some 250,000 convicted sex offenders, is still being com-
piled. 
People checking offender lists might be surprised by what they find, some skeptics predict. They might dis-
cover people they know - not strangers who threaten their children. And even though victims' names are 
supposed to remain private, those involving family members won't be too hard to figure out. 
"It will have unintended consequences," said Deborah Ross, director of the American Civil Liberties Union of 
North Carolina. 
"It's another high-profile attempt to deal with the problem," Ross added. "The question is: Is this go-
ing to protect the kids?" 
Her answer: no. 
Ross said the state could do much more to protect children by improving treatment for sex offenders and by 
helping families at risk of sexual abuse. 
Odom agreed that such programs are part of the solution. But he added: "It is also clear that violent sex of-
fenders are the most difficult to treat." 
The proposed law would also keep the state in good graces with the federal government so it can keep $1.5 
million in crime-fighting funds. It complies with the federal Megan's Law, named after a 7-year-old New Jer-
sey girl who was raped and murdered in 1993. A twice-convicted child molester living on the same block is 
on trial in that case. 
But some legislators say that the new law isn't tough enough, that sex offenders shouldn't be released from 
prison at all. 
Said Sen. Dan Page, R-Harnett: "I think we simply need to put them behind bars and keep them there. 
Communities would be much safer." 
* 
KEEPING TABS 
Here's a summary of the new N.C. sex offender registration proposal: 
Sex offenders 
Covers: People convicted of crimes against children or a sexually violent offense such as rape. 
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Registration information: Address, physical description, details of case, photograph, fingerprints. 
Public access: With a written request, all information except victims' names. 
Term: Registration ends after 10 years if person not convicted of another sex offense. 
* 
Sexually violent predators 
Covers: People convicted of sexually violent offenses who are determined by experts to have a mental dis-
order that makes them likely to repeat crime against strangers. 
Registration information: Address, physical description, details of case, photograph, fingerprints, history of 
other convictions, documentation of any treatment. 
Public access: Same as registry for other sex offenders. 
Term: Registration continues until person determined to no longer be a danger. A person can ask a court to 
end requirement after 10 years if they have no other convictions. 
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