
Call to Action: Support Senate Stimulus
Draft Language

Dear NSTA Member,
 
We are once again requesting your assistance in an urgent CALL TO ACTION .
 
Last week’s NSTA petition to the federal government and state governors for
assistance was successful with a Senate stimulus draft package for coronavirus
circulated Sunday (March 22), outlining a directive to continue funding school
employees and contractors as a condition of receiving additional federal
funding.  This afternoon (March 23), House Speaker Nancy Pelosi circulated her
own draft stimulus package.

We need you to use the below sample email to reach out to your elected officials
on Capitol Hill in order to maintain the Section 18006 directive from the Senate
version in the final package approved by both chambers.  Be advised that
Congressional staffers are working remotely, so the communication must be by
email. Do not send letters by mail or try to phone.
 
Please cut and paste the recommended language contained in this CALL TO
ACTION and use the below lists to find the appropriate e-mail addresses, and send
your email as soon as possible. Be advised, you may get an auto response. Please
look to see if there is someone else to send to. Please send to all staffers listed by
your Members. 

A list of House contacts is HERE.
A list of Senate contacts is HERE.

- Sample Email Text -

Dear Representative/Senator <<Insert Rep./Senator Name>>:
 
I operate <<Insert Company Name>>, providing school transportation solutions to
<<Insert School District Name>>, located in your Congressional District/State.



 
I am requesting your assistance to support a provision contained in Section 18006
of the Senate draft, released on March 22nd, which requires local educational
agencies, States, or other entities receiving funding to continue to pay its
employees and contractors during the period of any disruptions or closures related
to coronavirus.

This language protects all school employees, whether public or private, during the
closures and will protect 250,000 private operator bus drivers, mechanics,
maintenance, dispatch, and office staff. The House draft, floated by Speaker Nancy
Pelosi on the afternoon of March 23rd, does not contain the same protections. I am
requesting that you ensure that the language in Section 18006 be included in the
final stimulus package approved by both chambers.

I urge you to support our request. It is critical to ensure workers are paid and school
transportation operations can resume seamlessly after schools have reopened.
Thank you for your consideration in support of the more than 26 million school
children who rely on the yellow bus to get to-and-from school each day.

Sincerely,

<<Insert Name>>
<<Insert Title>>, <<Insert Company>>
<<Insert Contact Information>>
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703-684-3200 | info@yellowbuses.org | www.yellowbuses.org


